
















































minutes 


OF THE 

evidenc e 


The Bar of the Houfe of Lords, 

. UPON THE 

Order made for taking into Confutation the prefent State 

° the Trade to Africa, and particularly the Trade in 
aves; and alfo for taking into Confideration the 
ature, Extent, and Importance of the Sugar, Coffee 
and Cotton Trade; and the general State and Con- 
ition of the West India Iflands, and the Means of 
improving the fame; and for the Lords to be fum- 
moned; and for the Agents of the West India Co¬ 
lonies to be heard by their Counfel at the Bar of the 

Houfe in Support of their Petition againft the Abo- 
lition of the Slave Trade. 




























MINUTES, &c. 


Die Lun<e, 14 0 Maij 1792. 

T HE Order of the Day being read for taking into Confideration Slave Trade. 

the Prefent State of the Trade to Africa, and particularly the 
Trade in Slaves; and alfo for taking into Confideration the Nature, 

Extent, and Importance of the Sugar, Coffee, and Cotton Trade; 
and the general State and Condition of the Weft-India Iflands, 
and the Means of improving the fame; and for the Lords to be 
fummoned ; and for the Agents of the Weft-India Colonies to be 
heard by their Counfel at the Bar of the Houfe in fupport of their 
Petition, prefented to the Houfe on the 3d of this Inftant May ; 

It was moved, That the Petition of the Planters, Merchants, 
Mortgagees, Annuitants, and others, interefted in the Britifh Sugar 
Colonies, whofe Names are thereunto fubfcribed ; 

Alfo, 

The Petition of the Merchants, Traders, and Ship Owners, con¬ 
cerned in the African Slave Trade from the Port of London, whofe 
Names are thereunto fubfcribed; 

And alfo. 

The Petition of the Merchants, Traders, and others, Inhabitants 
of Liverpool, whofe Names are thereunto fubfcribed, feverally pre¬ 
fented to the Houfe this Day againft the Abolition of the Slave 
Trade, be again read. 

The fame were accordingly read by the Clerk. 

Ordered, That the Petitioners be heard at the Bar of the Houfe 
by their Counfel presently in fupport of their laid Petitions. 

Counfel were accordingly called inj 

And Mr. Law and Mr. Dallas appearing as Counfel for the feveral 
Petitioners, 

2 Mr. 
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Mr. Law was heard to open the Allegations of the Petition 
of the Planters, Merchants, Mortgagees, Annuitants, and others, 
interefted in the Britilh Sugar Colonies. 

Then the Right Honourable GEORGE LORD MACARTNEY 
being called in, was fworn at the Bar. 

He was diredled to withdraw. 

The Counfel were directed to withdraw. 

Ordered, That the Houfe do proceed to take into further Con- 
lideration the prefent State of the faid Trade to Africa, and parti¬ 
cularly the Trade in Slaves; and alfo the Nature, Extent, and 
Importance of the Sugar, Coffee, and Cotton Trade; and the ge¬ 
neral State and Condition of the Weft India Iflands, and the Means 
of improving the fame, on Monday next j and that the Lords be 
fummoned. 
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Die Luna, 21° Alai] 1792. 

T HE Order of the Day being read for taking into further Con¬ 
federation the Prefent State of the Trade to Africa, and parti¬ 
cularly the Trade in Slaves j and alfb the Nature, Extent, and 
Importance, of the Sugar, Coffee, and Cotton Trade; and tho 
general State and Condition of the YVcft-India Iflands, and the 
Means of improving the fame ; and for the Lords to be fummoned ; 
and for the feveral Petitioners to be heard by their Counfel at the Bar 
of the Houfe, in fupport of their Petitions againft the Abolition of 
the Slave Trade: 

Counfel tvere accordingly called in. Then the Right Honourable 
CFORGE LORD MACARTNEY was again called in, and 
examined as follows: 

How long was your Lordfhip refident in the ifland of 
Grenada ? 

I landed in the ifland of Grenada in the beginning of IVtay 1776, 
and I remained there till the beginning of July 1779, when the 
ifland was taken by the French. 

In what capacity did you refide there, during that period of 
time ? 

As Governor of the ifland of Grenada, the Grenadines, and To¬ 
bago : The ftyle of the commiflion is, Captain General and Com¬ 
mander in Chief, and Vice Admiral. 

Had your Lordfhip an opportunity of obferving the general 
treatment of the Negro Slaves by their matters ? 

I had no plantation myfelf, and ufually refided in the town j but 
1 frequently made excurfions into the country, and among the 
gentlemen whom I knew. I obferved that the treatment of their 
Slaves was in general very mild and humane, as far as my obfer- 
vation went. 

Did the Slaves, in general, appear to be properly fed, clothed, 
and lodged ? 

As far as I faw, certainly. 

Did it appear that more labour was required of them than they 
could properly bear? 

I think not j far from it. 

B Comparing 
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Comparing the fuuation of a Slave with that of a labouring 
man in this country, did they appear to have to perform nearly 
the fame quantity of labour? 

I do believe, that, in general, the labouring men of this country 
labour full as much, if not more, than the Negroes in general. 

Did the Slaves, upon the whole, as far as you had an opportu¬ 
nity of obferving, appear to be contented and fatisfied with their 

C °No'murmurings or difcontent ever reached my ears.—I doubt 
not, however, that many might have been difcontented, Oa have 

murmured. 

But fpeaking of then- condition in general, as far as you ob- 
ferved, did they appear to be fatisfied with that condition i 

I believe juft as much fo as the mafs of moft people m general, 
in moft other countries. 


Examined by the Lords. 

What quantityof uncultivated land is there in Grenada and in the 
Grenadines which, in your judgment, might be capable of culti¬ 
vation? „ . r1 

I really cannot anfwer that queftion precifely. 

But as nearly as your judgment will g° ? . 

I believe, in general, few of the eftates in Grenada and in the 

Grenadines were fully handed. 

Whether frefti land can be broken up and cultivated without an 
additional number of Slaves over and above what are upon the ifland ? 

I do not, at prefent, know the number of Negroes upon the 
ifland of Grenada.—When I was there, I think the number 
amounted, as nearly as lean recoiled:, to about 33,000; which 
certainly was a very fmall number, confidering the produce of the 
ifland, compared with other iflands. 

What number do you think would have been a full comple¬ 
ment for that ifland ? 

I really cannot fay; but I believe the ifland of Barbadoes, which, 
in my time, did not produce, as I have been informed, above 
eight or nine thoufand hogfheads of fugar, had 77,000 Negroes 
paying the poll tax. 


When 
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When you fpeak of certain eftates that you think were not fully 
handed, do you recoiled: what the deficiency of hands was upon 
any one or more of thofe eftates ? 

I do not; I loft all my papers, together with every thing elfe, 
at the capture of the ifiand; fo that, from my memory alone, I 
cannot fpeak. If I had had my papers, I could have given a very 
precife anfwer; but at prefent, it is not in my power. " 

Do you know how many Negroes it requires to cultivate an 
acre of fugar land P 

That mull depend upon the nature of the land; fome land is 
more eafily cultivated than others. 

Upon that land which is moft eafily cultivated, what number 
of Negroes would it require ? 

I mentioned before, that I never had any eftate myfelf; and 
confequently I am but an incompetent judge of the oeconomy of 
a plantation : but I have heard, that one good Negro was equal 
to the produdion of a hogfhead of fugar per annum. How far 
my information was accurate or not, I cannot pretend to fay. 

What is the general average produce, per acre ? 

I do not know. 

Whether you think, that the general number of births in Grenada 
and in the Grenadines would be fufficient for the cultivation of 
thofe ifiands, independent of any frefh importation of Negroes i 

I have been informed not. 

The Witnefs was direded to withdraw. 

Then JOHN GRANT Efquire was called in; and being 
fworn, was examined as follows: 

How many years have you refided in the Weft Indies, and in 
what parts of the Weft Indies ? 

I refided upwards of twenty-one years in the ifiand of Jamaica, 
and never was in any other of the Weft India iflands. 

What fixations did you fill whilft you refided in the ifiand of 
Jamaica? 

When I went firft to Jamaica, I was appointed an agent for a 
gentleman in that country, who had three or four eftates in Ja¬ 
maica j ana I was further employed by others in the fame way: 
and 1 continued in that kind of employment for about ten or 
eleven years. In the year 1783, I was appointed Chief Juftice of 

the 
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ftill hold fome in that way. 

Whether you have, at prefent, any eftate of your own upon 
ifland ■ „ a had • I have a houfe 

in I'Scb T Uvedto 

fold: I don’t know but it is iold now, a 
from an eftate in right of my wile. 

Whether in ^^^t'ifland ^^aveSVufficienTmeans 

than by the labour of'Nw»» *“Xtoperfornl the field la- 
£“a< country ^ they ca’nnot (land the labour of that country. 

«£ ria tt ~ 

fti TT’ TlX’ 2 any ’ for carrying on 

J 1 Wof a plantation ^^t to 

knowledge, but , matter of report and tradition,) to 

Sant canes and Todo'^tation labour with White men, and that 

Cu ^riSedinaveV|time .^1 meation 

in the ifland; palling througr . * i v t p,j French to Cayenne 

m e. I have heard too of a cdony fent by .he hr■ 

npon the M^^.^'^t^fntrt tiSeperiftted. I alfo can fay, 
Germans; and that tt y y , .jj e on ly people, to my 

that! have work iirtbe open air (Jub-dio ); and that 

immediate recoil «- n^rform the woik. They attended 

they were generally unable o per form ^ D f the 

mornings and P P of thc day they generally 

moft fenfible Negroes but m ^ from zeal ft aid l onge r 

than wa l s required of them, they generally became fick, ana fome of 
them died. 


^111 Vi»VVa4 • 

. • rtrnAIrable to keep the iflands in their 
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In what (pace of time ? 

Annually: the extreme was five, and even fix ner rmt ™ r 
occafions—not generally. I have known them for a year lofe /bnnr 

’ mZ-lL T h ^ Par " CUlar ,en S" 1 of ,!me - »Hendc“ 

no^generally. ^ b “ Perhaps in „ ne P y ear, b„l 

ave^gcy^r/ 1 ™ ^ ^ ° f ^ nnmte . *-* of «hm as 

No, only as numbers that have happened npon particular years. 

Do you mean to deliver any account of an average decreafe „nnn 
any one eftate, year by year ? ® alc u P on 

^lL a " n0t 8 # ive an y Pf«*' cu lar account. When I left famaica lex 
pefted to return. My papers were left there ,„J r u ’ 1 

materials from which I can form calculations ’ But * " 0t 

I have often ferioufly reflected UDon the Her f , in J amaica 

ftan^h^gS 

confideration, that fome years owirTtohnnt.„ 5 ‘t" 8 ,nt ° 
calamities, the decreafe was greater thL in other ye^s t0 ° thef 

Are you able to form a judgment of what will be the eff/v 
upon the cultivation of the ifland of hmair* if f lu r •• d ’ 
Negroes (hould be prohibited ? ^ * f further Applies of 

I think the produce of the ifland will neceflarilv . 

that it wdl occafion difeontent among both White and BhHr“ d 

habitants. Many of the fmall planters involved n debt who ’ n " 
the moft numerous clafs w 11 T thinL- k . . det>tj who are 

eftates, and to pay their cmditors i ,K Zlu on th ™ 

Ihfhfnl onKCop^ta.t'l^k„, Negr °' S d ! «" 

refpe£t there will k» a i* ^ i ■ White people, and that in that 
pea there will be a depopulation, which will (ink the ftrength 

G %f 
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of the militia, and increafe the dangers (o the remaining inha-* 
bitants. I think the Blacks will be difcouraged, when they find 
the alii fiance to their labour cut off; for they always rejoice on the. 
arrival of fhips, and are preffing their mailers to buy new Negroes 
I think this will difeourage them, and render them more dtlpotcd 

to revolt. 

Can you form a judgment, what average number will, in that cafe, 
be necHffary to keep up the flock of effedtive labour conlidering 
that the Negro who d^es may be an adult perfon, and fit for the la¬ 
bour of the field, and that the Negro who replaces him may be an 
infant; what number, added to the average of two, three, and a 
fraction, per cent, will be neceffary, in order to keep up the flock 
of productive labour, at a given ftandard ? 

The condition of eflates varies fo much, that I do not feel rnyfch 
competent to give any clear anfwer; but there is certainly a very 
confiderable diminution of labouring flrength on moft eflates, 
belicfcs the diminution of numbers.: and all I can fay is, that to 
my own friends, I always recommended to have an addit-on ot 
Negroes to make up for both thofe decreafes, of four or five per 
cent annually; and if I had an eflate of my own, I fhould think 
it prudent to afford it a fupply for both purpofes, of about five 

per cent. 

Are you able, from your obfervation of the treatment of the 
Slaves in Jamaica, in refpedl to their food, their clothing, their 
lodging, their medical affillance, the lands allotted to them for 
their provifion, their work, and their indulgences, to fpeaktothefe 
feveral iubjedts ; and firft, in refpedt to their food ? 

In Jamaica, with refpett to their food, they are, m general, 
abundantly fupplied, chiefly fom lands allotted them, and which are 
cultivated by their own labour. There are times of fcarcity, not 
only after hurricanes and great florms, but after droughts, and gales 
of wind ihat cannot be denominated hurricanes. When there is 
occasional fcarcity, on fuch occafions, the planters buy flour, corn, 
rice and every other article of provifion to be found in the coun¬ 
try - and it is ulual to find for confiderable quantities of flour, 
oeas, beans, and bread, to this kingdom. This happens when 
after florms, though there may be provilions for a fliort time, for 
a few weeks, or a few months, a fcarcity is expedted ; and this 
is to provide for that fcarcity as expeditioufly as the diftance will 
allow. They have befides this, herrings fupplied them upon all 
plantations, not fo much as a material article of their food, as to 
eorredt the quality, of the vegetable diet on which they live. They ( 
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have alfo allowances of fugar made to them, and fometimes, of 
rum and water, when they are at work, and in rainy weather. 

Whether they have any particular indulgences, in refpett to 
diet, during the times of crop, when their labour is increafed ? 

In the time of crop, they are allowed to take fugar and cane- 
juice, in confiderable quantities j and, though the Negroes have 
at that time lefs fleep, I cannot conlider it as the hardeft work ; it 
is always obfervtd, that though they have lefs fleep during the time 
of crop, they are more fat and healthy. 

Are they more cheerful during that period of increafed la¬ 
bour ? 

I cannot fpeak as to that—at all times of their labour, even during 
the hardeft, which I confider to be hoeing the canes, they are cheer¬ 
ful, when kindly treated. 

Whether they have not, during the feafon of crop, particular 
indulgences, as to being at liberty to take fuch part of the cane- 
juice as they might wifti, for their ufe, or to eat canes? 

I have faid that. 

Upon the fubjeft of diet, whether they have not provifions alfo 
in addition to thofe furnifhed them by their mafters, which are 
raifed upon the lands particularly allotted them for their fubfiftence t 
and of which they avail themfelves, for their own maintenance, as 
well as for the purpofe of fale ? 

Befides the lands allotted them, under the denomination of 
Negro Grounds, it is, by law, required, that every planter {hall 
plant an acre for every ten Negroes, over and above their own 
grounds, to provide againft occafional fcarcity: and befides this, 
there is, upon every plantation, what is called the houfe-plantin^ 
walk and grounds, for the purpofe of the White fervants, the 
maintenance of weak and infirm Negroes, and of fuch as are neg¬ 
ligent of their own grounds. 

In refpeft to clothing, what is the condition of the Ne®ro 
inhabitants of Jamaica? 

They are clothed once a year with Ofnaburghs, and with 
coarfe woollen baize or ratteen j the women have lin fey-wool fey 
(I believe it is called), a kind of camlet petticoats; fome of the 
Negroes have check allowed them for fliirtsj all have hats or 
caps, handkerchiefs, knives, and other little articles j and new 
Negroes are clothed oftener; as often as they require ir, and fo are 
the children. 
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Is the fort of clothing which you have fiated, fufficient for the 
wants of the perfons clothed ? 

, I think, perfectly fufficient for the climate. 

In refpedt to lodging, how are the Negroes treated ? 

They lodge in houles that are very convenient; that are fuffi¬ 
cient—wattled, plaftered, and thatched with cane tops or reeds; 
with cane tops generally. 

Are thefe habitations fufficient to fecure them againft ordinary 
inconveniences of the weather r 

I think fo. 

What medical afliftance have the Negroes in cafes of fick- 
nefs ? 

A doCtor is employed, generally upon every plantation, who villts 
twice or thrice a week, or oftener in times of great ficknefs: 
medicines are furniffied and fupplied on every plantation, at leaft 
that I have known ; and there are flour, rice, wine, and other 
articles, according to the prefeription of the doCtor, for fuch as 
require a particular diet j and I have known animal food frequently 
allowed to Negroes much reduced. 

Is there any remiffion of labour to the Negroes who are 
lick I y ? 

They do not labour when they, are lick. 

Are they permitted to be abfent from the ordinary field occupa¬ 
tions at feafons when they are indilpoled ? is this attention paid to 
them in that particular ? 

Always when they are fick. 

Are the Negroes permitted to take for their own benefit the pro¬ 
duce of the provilion lands, beyond what is ncceflarily confirmed 
in their own immediate fuftenance ? 

1 hey are; and it is by the fide of that fuperfluity that the towns 
are chiefly fupplied with vegetables, roots, and fruit; they have 
fruit trees many of them of their own property. 

Do they breed poultry, and have they other articles of that fort ? 

Yes, they all have; every good, every induftrious Negro has pigs * 
and.poultry. 

Do they breed goats and other animals ? 

Goats not generally, becaufe they are mifehievous; but I have 
known them-formerly to have hof'fics and mares of their own ; but 
that was found to enable them to go to a great diftance to meetings, 

L where 
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where it was apprehended they might confpire to revolt, and which 
might be injurious to their health from n ght ramblings; therefore 
they were prohibited from keeping horfes ; but whatever property of 
that fpecies they had was fold, and the money was given to them. 

In addition to the diet that you have ftated, whether, befides 
fait provifions, they have not an adequate quantity of fait furniflied 
them for their ufe ? 

Yes, they are conftantly fupplied with fait, as much as they 
cliufe to have. 

Is the quantity of labour required of the Negroes moderate, 
and fuch as their flxength is fully equal to ? 

I conceive that their labour in general is moderate. 

How are their hours of labour and reft divided, at ordinary 
times ? 

- They go to the field by day-light, about five or fix o’clock; they 
have from half an hour to an hour allowed them for breakfaft, 
and two hours at dinner-time; and then they labour till fun-fet m 
the evening. 

Have they any ftated holidays or days of reft ? 

They have a day once a fortnight throughout the year, except 
in crop-time, to work their own ground. 

Is that day in addition to Sunday? 

Yes; in many places they have the Saturday afternoon, ef- 
pecially in the neighbourhood of the towns: they have every Sun¬ 
day throughout the yea-, and they have holidays at Chriftmas 
Eafter, and at Whitfuntide. 

Then they have the ufiial holidays that are kept in th’s country, 
in addition to Sunday, and one holiday in a fortnight lpecially 
given them ? 

They have two holidays at Chriftmas, I think; hut then the 
one muft net immediately fucceed the other; two at Eafter, to the 
beft of my remembrance; and one at Whitluntide, I think. 

Have they diverfions permitted them ? 

They h-ive diverfions allowed them ; bat fome of a warlike nature 
where great multitudes collect are forbidden, on account of 
the danger of their entering into confpiracies, which were conceived 
to have been formed in that manner in times of rebellion, when 
they have happened in the ifland. 

What are the ufual entertainments that are allowed them ? 

D Dancing, 
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Dancing, and feafting, and feftivity; they entertain themfeives 
•■with fuch as fuits the cuftom of their country. 

Does there appear to you to be as great a degree of cheerfulnefs 
amongft the Negro inhabitants of Jamaica, as is obfervable amongft 
'the poor and labouring claffes of mankind 'in this and other 
countries? 

I think that they are indulged in feftivity, to which they feem to 
me more addicted than the labouring clafs of people in this 
country. 

Is the degree of labour required of the Negroes greater or lefs 
than is required, from ordinary labourers in other countries ? 

I am not fufficiently acquainted with the degree of labour in 
this country fo as to fay whether the labour is more or lefs; but I 
• think their labour is not more in Jamaica than they can perform. 

You have not dated the number of hours in which a Negro 
Slave is ufually employed, in the courfe of the twenty-four hours, 
in the bufinefs of his mafter? 

The days differ not much in length in that climate; I fhould 
think, one time with another, about ten hours, and fometimes a little 
lefs, and fometimes a bttle more j but there are many days, and 
parts of days, during what is called the rainy feafons, when they do 
not work at all; and it is not unulual in times of rain, when they 
are at work in the field, to call them off till the fhower be over.: 
in fome places they have tents to which they retire ; but that prac¬ 
tice, I think, is not very general. 

Are the corrections for mifoehaviour moderate in general ? 

By the law of the country, correction is limited; the matter, or 
his agent or overfeer, is retrained to give no more at one time, or 
for one offence, than thirty-nine lafhes, and under-fervants are con¬ 
fined to give no more than ten. 

Are the regulations upon that fubjeCt contained in the Confoli- 
dating ACt of the year 1778 ? 

Yes; they are. 

That is an aft confolidating all the flatutes relating to Negroes ? 

Yes : but the matter confines Negroes occafionally in the docks. 
This punifhment, that has been mentioned, of the thirty-nine lafhes, 
is generally for negleCt of duty and for pe:ty offences; but I be¬ 
lieve it is rare to go to the full meafure of the law. 
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Whether you are not miflaken in the anfvver you have given, of 
one acre of land being allotted for the provifion of every ten Ne¬ 
groes and whether the planter is not bound to make that provifion 
of an acre for every four Negroes in his plantation ? 

Then a Book was fliewn to the Witnefs, and he faid ? 

It is fo in the aft pafled in Jamaica in the year 1788. 

Do you know, in what manner the murder of a Black man by 
a White inhabitant of that ifland, is punifhed bv the law of that 
ifland ? 

By the prefent law, it is felony without benefit of clergy j but 
* till that law pafled, the killing of a Slave, for the firft offence, was 
.manflaughter, and punifhed by imprifonment. 

Is the fyftem of laws in general of Jamaica, with a reference to 
the treatment of the Negroes by their matters, humane, and atten¬ 
tive to the protection of thofe Negroes ? 

I think it is. While I was upon this head, I meant to ftate, 
from the law, how the Negroes are protected by punittiments in 
other cafes. The Negroes are protected by this law againtt violence 
to their perfons, againtt violent beating of them: for beating them, 
perfons are liable to be indiCled. So aifo in cafes of mayhem, an 
.indictment lies, with fine and imprifonment; and if, in the opinion 
of the court, the Slave is in any future danger of ill-treatment from 
-his matter, he is freed, and a fine of a hundred pounds is paid by 
.the matter to the parifh, out of which the Slave ij to have ten 
pounds a year for his maintenance. Thefe, I think, are the leading 
points. 

Whether you think it would be expedient, with a view to the 
ifland of Jamaica, to extend further the cultivation of the lands of 
that ifland ? 

There is a great quantity of land in Jamaica capable of cultivation 
for fugar, cotton, coffee, and the other articles of produce of that 
ifland. 

Are there lands, which are capable of this fpecies of cultivation, 
iflill unfettled ? 

A great deal ftill unfettled is fit for cultivation. 

What is the grofs number of acres of land in the ifland ? 

About four million eight hundred thoufand acres, I think. 

Do you know, what proportion of this number of acres is in 
. aClual cultivation ? 


I cannot 
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I cannot fay nearly the quantity; but in general it is underftood 
that about a million of acres may be in cultivation of one kind or 
another. 

Is in fadl in cultivation ? 

Yes; this was the general opinion. 

How much of the remainder do you think, is capable of being 
brought into a flate of cultivation, with advantage to the perfons 
cultivating it ? 

I beg leave to corre£t myfelf; I would fay, about fix or feven hun ¬ 
dred thoufand acres are actually in cultivation, according to the bell 
of my information. 

You do not fpeak from your own knowledge ? 

No, I do not. 

Is that the befl information you was able to colled upon the 
fub’ied in the feveral fituations which you filled in the ifland, and 

during the time you refided there ? . . 

This is the refult of my general information ; I lpeak with 
great uncertainty, but to the bell of my r».colleJion. 

Do you yourfelf know any land in the ifland now uncultivated, 
which/according to your obfervation and judgment of it, might be 

reduced into cultivation for fugar ? 

A great deal, I think ; it appeared from the receiver-general’s 
bookst examined in the year 1789. that about a million and nine 
hundred thoufand acres had been patented. 

Pleafe to explain what you mean by the word patented ? 

Granted by the crown upon the payment of a quit-rent: fo that 
there muft be upwards of a million of acres uncultivated according 
to my conjecture, a great part of which I know to be fit for culti¬ 
vation ; and it is to be prefumed, as people pay quit-rent for the 
whole, that the greater part is fit for cultivation of one kind or 

other. 

For what purpofes do you think that that remainder could be 
•beneficially cultivated ? Could it be cultivated for fugar plantations 
as well as for the purpofes of the fupply and maintenance of the 
inhabitants of the ifland ? 

Partly for fugar; great part of it for what are called pens or grafs 
farms, and other parts for the various articles that are the ftaple of 
.the ifland. 
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Are you of opinion that the export produce of Jamaica micht 
be very confiderably increafed ? ° 

Greatly increafed, I think ; for befides the lands that are not fet¬ 
tled, that are not broken up, moft eftates now in cultivation might 
if they had a fufficiency of labourers, be made to yield much 
greater quantities of produce. 

.. What are the particular fpecies of produce which might be thus 
increafed ; enumerate their kinds ? 

Every article that is now raifed in the ifland, I think might be 
Tailed there. & 

Would that increafed cultivation neceflarily require an additional 
number of Negro hands ? 

Undoubtedly. 

Will the fubfifting cultivation be checked, and the further culti¬ 
vation prevented, by prohibiting the importation of more Slaves into 
the ifland of Jamaica ? 

I think without further occafional fupplies, that the prefent culti¬ 
vation will fink } and that the future cultivation without a pro¬ 
portionate fupply of labourers cannot be carried on. h 

» 

To what clafies and defcription of perfons would the Abolition of 
the Slave Trade be particularly injurious in thefe iflands; and firft 
as to planters ? * 

Firft, as to planters, on whofe prosperity I conceive the advantages 
of all other deferiptions of people depend, I think, the final! planters 
would many of them be foon obliged to throw up their eftates for 
want of labourers to carry them on to advantage j their Negroes 
might fall into the hands of the more opulent planters j but then 
that would be only to make up for the decreafe of their own la¬ 
bourers or little more ; all the merchants and mortgagees to whom 
debts are due, would lofe a great part of them ; annuitants, widows, 
and minors, who have no other property than what is in the ifland 
would, I think, be dtftitute — would be ruined. 

Are not Slaves in many inftances the fubjetf: of private family 
fettlements? 3 

They are in many cafls entailed ; fome of them are entailed. 

. Is the P eribn has the prefent intereft in them ufually ob¬ 
liged by covenant to keep up the flock and number of the Negroes 
to a given ftandard ? . 6 

I cannot fay that it is fo under entails gene rally wlhotigh there 
«nay be luch covenants; but there are a great number of eftates held 

E by 









by leafe, and the leffees are under covenant generally to leave an 
equal number at the te ruination of the leafe, or to make up the 
value j and in other cafes to make up for the deficiency of 

valuation. 

Are Slaves by the law of Jamaica perfonal, or real property ? 

In Jamaica, Slaves are real eftate with refpedt to inheritance, and 
perfonal eftate with refpedt to creditors; fo that Negroes go to the 
heir, fubjedl to the debts of the anceftor. 

Are they fubjedl both to Ample contradt debts and to fpecialty 
debts equally, or only to fpecialty debts ? 

To all debts generally. 

In cafe the importation of Slaves fhould be prohibited, fo that 
any plantation fhould not be capable of being fupplied with Negroes, 
would fuch plantation be rendered of little or no value to the pro¬ 
prietors of fugar plantations ? 

It would gradually decay ; and land without Slaves is of no value, 
of no ufe to the proprietor. 

You have mentioned, that the fmaller clafs of planters would in 
the cafe of a prohibited importation of Slaves be compelled to fur- 
render their Negroes to the more opulent ? 

The probable effedt would be, that their eftates would be brought 
to fale for the payment of their debts, their lands generally thrown 
up, and their Slaves bought by the more opulent planters. 

In fuch cafe, would the value of the works and buildings upon 
their plantations be in general loft to them? . 

They would ; the buildings would be generally loft to them. 

Would not the preventing the importation of Slaves, have the ef¬ 
fedt likewife of diminifhlng the number of White inhabitants, necef- 
fary for the defence and protedtion of the ifland ? 

I think fo ; I have faid fo already j it would reduce the ftrength of 
the militia, and of courfe the means of defence to the ifland. 

Who conflitute the militia of the ifland ? 

The White inhabitants, with the free people of Colour, the Mu- 
lattoes, and free Negroes. 

What are the particular advantages which refult to this country 
from the trade with the Weft India Iflands, and in what refpedt 
from the trade with the ifland of Jamaica in particular ? 

I conceive it greatly promotes the manufactures, the commerce, 
the navigation, and the revenues of this country. 

In 
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In what refped would all thefe interefts be prejudiced by the Abo¬ 
lition of the Siave Trade ? 

I conceive they would be all reduced proportionably to the reduc¬ 
tion of the produce of the Weft Indie?. 

In Jamaica, for inftance, can you aflign the particular caufes for 
the decreale in th j population of this ifland ? why they do not keep 
up their numbers ? why the deaths exceed the births ?—What are 
the pa 1 ticular caufts ? 

They are various. I think the Negro women in that country do 
not bfeed 10 much as the labouring clafs in Europe. I think this is 
owing to premature and licentious intercourfe with the other fex ; to 
thedifeafes theycontrad from that promifcuous intercourfe ; tonight 
rambiings, to which they are much addided j to the long fuckling of 
their children, which is often protraded to two years, and fome- 
times longer; and often to their vicioufnefs in procuring wilful abor¬ 
tion. Of the children born, a great part die within the firft fortnight 
of a diforder called the tetanus or locked jaw; of worms; and the 
yaws are particularly fatal in the after-ftages of their infancy; and 
they are fubjed to the epidemical difeafes of the frnall-pox, mealies, 
and hooping cough, as in this country. Another caufe is, the inequa¬ 
lity of the fexes. 

What is that inequality ? what is the proportion between the 
males and females ? 

By the accounts of the importation of new Negroes, the propor¬ 
tion h 3 s been found, as five malts to three females; that is themoft 
general proportion. 

How does that inequality affed population ? 

From an inequality of the fexes ; of courfe there being fewer pairs, 
there will be fewer children born ; and I think from the men being 
more in proportion than the women, that a decreale may be imputed 
to the pioftitution of the greater number of women. 

Is the diforder you firft mentioned particularly malignant? 

It is fo in a high degree ; the conleqnences of it often remain 
for life, and affed the conftitution of the offspring. 

Are there any other particular dilorders; any local diforders to 
which the people of Jamaica are particularly fubjed, which de- 
creafes the population ? 

I have been hitherto fpeaking of women and children ; but there 
is a great morality among newly-imported Negroes, male and female; 
many of them are brought at an advanced period of life, and dif- 
1 2 eafed; 
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cafcd ; I conceive too, that they become more fickly after their ar¬ 
rival, from the confinement on board a (hip, from (corbutic habits, 
and it is (aid from difeafes, from venereal or other complaints being 
repelled ; they are alio very fubjeft to the yaws, by which a great 
many of them are loft; to a diforder called dirt-eating; that is, 
eating a kind of earth, abforbent earth, which gives, as they conceive, 
fome relief to acidities of the ftomach ; and I underftand it to be a 
pradtice in their native country ; fome of the children by imitation 
eat dirt likewife, and a number of them perifh from that caule; 
adults of all deferiptions fuffer much from epidemical fevers, fuch 
as pleurifies and epipneumenies. 

Is there a fpecies of leprofy to which the inhabitants are fub- 
jedt ? 

Yes; and epidemical fluxes. There are diforders befides the 
vaws peculiar to them ; as leprofies of different kinds; elephantafia, 
or fwelling of the legs; and a diforder called cocobays, in which 
the joints (all off. 


Are thefe the principal diforders to which the Negroes are 
fubjedt ? 

So far as occur to me at prefent. 

Is particular attention paid to encourage population in the 

ifland? - r , . fJ 

The utmoft endeavours of the planters are ufed to raife children ; 

I believe it is a main object of their attention. 


Is any premium given to the overfeer of plantations, upon railing 
of children upon the eftates which they have in charge ? 

By the late law the overfeer receives a premium of, I think, 
twenty (hill.ngs for every child raifed, when there is an increafe 
on the eftate. 


Is any public account kept, of the births and deaths of the 
Slaves on the eftates in the ifland ? 

Accounts of the births and deaths are kept upon every plantati n ; 
the overfeer is required once a year to give that account upon oath 
to the magiftrate and veftry in the parilh in whiJi he refides, dating 
the caules of the death, to the beft of his knowledge ; and the 
dodtors who attend the plantations are likewife required on oath to 
render fuch an annual account, fpecifying the complaints of which 
every Negro died within his pradtice. 

And an account of the age ? 

The age appears generally by the overfeer's account; not exadtly 
the age, but whether the perfon were a child or adult. 


Is 





















Is any inqueft taken upon the bodies of perfons who die 
fuddenly ? 

Whenever a Negro dies fuddenly, or otherwife than by cauks 
manifcftly natural, a coroners inqueft is conftantly called. 

A coroner’s inqueft is called regularly, as in England ? 

Yesj and his inquifition is returned to the clerk of the peace. 

Is any particular care taken of old Negroes when they are paft 

labour ? . 

They have the fame allowance as when they were able to work, 

as thole who are able to work. 

State in what manner the Negroes are treated firft, for petty 
crimes, and then for crimes of a higher denomination. 

The Witnefs produced a Paper, and faid, 

I have in my hand the Confolidating Slave Aft, pafied in Jamaica 
in the year 1788, which fpecifies the various modes of trial, and 
other regulations in general for the government of Slaves, which, 
with permiflion, I would tender as a part of my evidence. 

Is that law now in force? 

That law is now in force. 

Then the Witnefs read the Paper ( a\ after which 
the fame was delivered in. 

Are the Negroes in general as long lived as the White inhabitants 

of theifland? 

I think fully fo. 

What is the praftice of the Ifland refpefting the marriage of the 
Negro Slaves ? 

There is no marriage according to any eftablifhed religion, or ac¬ 
cording to the ufage of any country, that I have been in. Men take 
women, and abandon them, at their pleafure ; and though the 
planters have ufed every encouragement to prevail on one man and 
one woman to keep together, it has in general been without fuccels; 
for, in fuch cafes, they will not lubmit to the exercife of any do¬ 
minion of the mafter: there, they are perfeftly free. 

Would any means taken for the purpofe of compelling them to 
live together, that is, of compelling one man to live with one wo- 


(«) See the fame at the End of this Day’s Evidence. 

F 


man* 









[ « ] 

man, be confidered by the Negroes as a degree of tyranny exerclfed 
over them, according to their habits ? 

It would produce the greateft difcontent; and I am perfectly 
convinced, that it would be impracticable to prevail on them to 
do fo. 

If I underftood you right, you ftated that the difproportion was 
nearly of five males to three females imported ? 

Yes; that is the general calculation. 

Whether you mean, that this is the difproportion of males and 
females throughout the ifland generally, including thofe born in 
the ifland, as well as thofe imported ? 

No; among the natives of the ifland, the fexes are nearly in the 
ufual proportion of generation, I conceive. 

You have ftated, that the killing a Slave is death without benefit 
cf clergy j if a White man were to kill a Black man in the pre- 
fence of four, five, or of any other number of Slaves, whether thofe 
Slaves can be examined upon oath to prove the faCt ? 

Slaves are not admiffible as witnefles againft White or free people. 

Ts it to be underftood by your anfwer, that if any White man 
kills, ma ms, or otherwife ill ufes any Negro, there being no White 
people prefent, that there is no means by the law of that country 
of afeertaining the fad upon oath ? 

Not unlefs there are witnefles privy to it. 

I think you have faid, it is exceedingly difficult to make a Black 
man and woman, when married, continue to live together after¬ 
wards ; whether any of the principles of the Chriftian religion arc 
ever inculcated or promoted amongft thefe people ? 

The Chriftian religion has made little or no progrefs amongft: 
the Slaves; but where a Negro defires to be chriftened, it is con- 
ftantly granted to him. 

Whether you recoiled, during your being at Jamaica, that by 
encouraging in that country the births of children by the Slaves, 
fome of the planters have nearly furnifhed their own plantations 
without purchafing any Slaves at all ? 

I have heard of two or three eftates at moft; but there may be 
more. 

That by encouraging the breed of Slaves, have not wanted to go 
to market for the ufual quantity of Slaves ? 

They have increafed their Slaves. 
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Were thefe large or fmall planters ? 

I believe they were of both kinds; there are a few others that 
nearly keep up their number; but taking thefe in, together with the 
eftates throughout the ifland at large, to the btft of my judgment 
and belief, there will be a general decreafe of between two and 
three per cent.; and where they keep up their numb rs, yet ftill 
without further purchafes they cannot extend their cultivation. 

Whether thofe planters who breed Slaves upon their own plan¬ 
tations, have entirely foifaken purchafing at the market, or whe¬ 
ther they have only bought fewer ? 

That depends upon their cultivation ; if they extend their culti¬ 
vation they muft purchafe more. 

Whether you know how many Negroes there are upon the 
ifland of Jamaica? 

In the year 1789, the number was eftimated at 250,000. 

Do I underftand you rightly, when I fuppofe you to have faid, 
that out of that number three per cent, is the average of the de¬ 
creafe, upon a comparifon of all the deaths with all the births in 
the ifland ? 

Between two and three per cent, upon the whole number. 

Then fuppofe there were to be a decreafe of 6,000 Negroes, do 
you fuppofe that thofe lands muft ceafe to be cultivated, which 
were formerly cultivated by that number of Negroes, or muft the 
additional labour fall upon the number of Negroes remaining in 
the ifland? 6 

I conceive that the produce muft fail, muft diminilh ; and per¬ 
haps fome planters in diftrefs, trying to fave themfelves from the 
lofs of their eftates, might be induced to overwork their Negroes. 

You ftated, that if upon thofe eftates where the breeding of 
Slaves had been particularly attended to, they fliould intend to 
increafe their cultivation, it would be ftill requifite to purchafe 
Slaves; whether upon thofe eftates upon which either the pro- 
priei >r of the eftate, or the agent, has been fo particularly attentive 
to the breeding and to the rearing of the Slave, you know any one 
eftate whatever in the ifland of Jamaica, where there has not annu¬ 
ally been a number of people bought; that is, whether it has not 
been round abfolutely requifite fiill to purchafe Negroes annually 
for thole very eftates ? J 9 

I have already faid, that none of the eftates have come within 
my own knowledge.—I will name the eftates that I have heard of; 
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—there is an eftate of Lord Dudley and Ward, which has always 
been mentioned as remarkable—there is another that belonged to 
the late Lady Hume, and I believe now to Lord Carhampton—■*and 
there is a third belonging to Mr. Philip Dehaney. 

All in Jamaica? 

Yesj Mr. Dehaney’s I have only heard of fince I came to Eng¬ 
land ; whether they bought Negroes, I cannot tell of my own 
knowledge. 

Thcfe e(fates you do not conceive have increafed their cultiva¬ 
tion ? 

No; they were under fuch particular circumftances, having but 
fmall quantity of land fit for cane; one of them. Lord Ward’s, is 
circumi'cribed like a cock-pit by rocky boundaries, where a further 
extcnfion of the cultivation, as I underftand, was impracticable. 

Upon any Weft-India eftate, upon an eftate in Jamaica, how 
many denominations of Slaves are there ? or, to put the q.ieftion 
more (imply, how many denominations out of an eftate do you ap¬ 
propriate to the houfe ufe, and how many to the field ufe ? 

The number of houfe Slaves in a plantation is very few, efpe- 
cially if the proprietor does not refide on it; and they are gene¬ 
rally weakly people, and perfons not fit for field labour. 1 fuppofe 
one eftate with another, including the children of the houfe lervants, 
that fix or feven may be the number, and a great part of them 
children. 

Taking any eftate at a certain number, fuppofing there to be 
either three, four, or five hundred upon one eftate; how many 
out of that eftate do you fuppofe go regularly one day with 
another into the field ? 

It varies very much ; fome of the oldeft fettled eftates having a 
great proportion ofoldand difeafedNegroes, furmffi a fmaller number 
of labourers; I fuppofe, on eftates pretty well handed, that there 
may be perhaps about a third of the whole that do fome kind of 
work, including tradefmen ; but for the efficient field Negroes em¬ 
ployed in the laborious part of the work, I think generally about a 
fourth, as nearly as I can judge. 

You have mentioned hurricanes; thofe hurricanes are fome- 
times partial, are they not ? 

They are. 

If a partial hurricane (hould fall upon any of thofe eftates which 
you have defcribed, Lord Ward’s and others, whether the pofleffors 
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of tnofe eftates could recruit the lofs of Negroes which fueh par¬ 
tial hurricane would bring upon them, without importation ? 

Not, if many of the Negroes were deftroyed. 

Whether the leflees you have mentioned, who are bound by the 
conditions of their leafe to keep up the number of their Negroes, 
can, generally fpeaking, fulfil their conditions without importation ? 
I think not poflibly. 

Are Negroes, from their love of heat, and from the manner 
in which they bear it, particularly qualified for the labour required 
of them in Jamaica ? 

I think foj heat, infiead of being an oppreflion, is highly de- 
firable and falutary to Negroes, and it is from cold that they chiefly 
fuller. } 1 

Have you mentioned, that the Negroes have property ? 

Negroes have property; many of them have confiderable pro¬ 
perty ; alraoft all field Negroes have pigs and poultry. 

Is that property taken from them by violence, or is it refpe&ed 
as it ought to be ? r 

So far as I have ever heard, it is fecured ; I never heard of an 
inftance of a matters taking away any part of Negro property • 
and when they die, their property, together with the grounds they 
hold from their mafter, go to their children, or relations ; and if 
they have not relations, to the friends whom they diftinguilh by 
the name of Ihipmates ; and it is invariably allowed to go accord¬ 
ing to their own deftination. 

Have you known many inftances of Negroes returning from 
Jamaica to Africa? 

I never knew of any. 

Whether the children of Negroes, that are born in the Ifland 
of Jamaica, are, from their coi.ftitution, as ehual to labour as Ne¬ 
groes that are imported ? 

I think lo j when they are healthy. 

Are they as healthy in general as thofe that are imported ? 

I think lo. 

Whether you ever knew of an inflance of a murder, notorioufly 
committed, which ever efcaped unpunilhed for want of White teftr- 
mony r 

I have never heard of any untried. 
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Whether, 







Whether, confidering that there is the certificate of the overfeer 
of the death of every perfon dying fuddenly, and the certificate of 
the doctor, tosether with other White teftimony to be obtained in the 
ifland, there is not generally fufficient evidence for the purpofe of 
obtaining punifhment againft thofe who may have committed out¬ 
rages upon the perfons of Negroes ? 

I think few murders efcape undetected through defeCt of evidence: 
for, befides the coroner’s inqueft, the return of the overleer, and, 
which I take to be a much greater fecurity to the Negro, the account 
ftated by the doCtor as a check upon the overfeer, there are on every 
plantation, generally, two or three White people befides the overfeer: 
and I think therefore, that unlefs a man was wickedly to feek for 
concealment, there is very little probability of murder happening in 
which fome White teftimony cannot be had. 

You have ftated Lord Ward’s eftate as an eftate that kept up its 
number of Negroes without importation, and you likewife ftated the 
fituation of the plantation as encompafled with rocks or rocky 
ground; whether that fituation is not likely to remove one of the 
caufes of depopulation, namely, the night rambles of the Negroes, 
and to prevent their rambling of a night ? 

No ; I do not think it is of the kind to confine Negroes, from my 
idea of it. 

Then what is the effeft that its particular fituation will have in 
keeping up this population ? 

It is reckoned to be remarkably healthy, all that diftriCt; it is in a 
retired fituation. 

Is not that a large eftate ? 

Confiderably large: I do not know its extent; but I believe it has 
about three hundred Negroes. 

State fome inftances of trials of White perfon 0 , for cruelties and 
outrages committed dpon the perfons of Negroes, where convic¬ 
tions have been obtained. 

When Negroes have been violently beaten, even before the aCt of 
1788, under an idea of their being protected at common law asfub- 
jeCts, I remember one or two inftances of indictments; and, in cafe 
of maihem, I have known very fevere punifhment infliCled upon a 
man of the name of Gillies, who, together with his wife, had barba- 
roufly treated a Negro girl, for which he was fined and imprifoned. 
I have alfo known of feveral trials for the killing of Slaves before the 
aCt of 1788, in which one perfon was condemned, but had the 
benefit of clergy, as the law at that time did not ouft it—and fome 
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others that were acquitted. I knew of three convictions j but I have 
known of no conviddion fince the a£t of making it murder in the 
ffi-ft in fiance: there may have been fuch, for I have been upwards 
of two years from the ifland. 

In what cafes is the evidence of a Slave admiffibk ? 

In all cafes between Slaves, and for injuries done to perroual pro¬ 
perty ; in all cafes, in fadt, except againft the perfons of White and 
free people; the evidence of Negroes on every trial for and againft: 
Negroes is conftantly received; in every trial except that which 
relates to violences committed on White people. 

Whether you know how many inquefts upon violent deaths have 
been found in any one year ? 

I cannot fpeak to the queftion ; but I believe, that as often as any 
violent death happens, there is an inqaeft regularly held. I have 
known a great many ; but as to the number I cannot take upon me 
to fpeak; it is a matter of daily pradtice. 

Is there any regifter in which thefe inquefts are kept ? 

Thefe inquefts are returned to the clerk of the peace for the 
diftridd; and if any thing appears in them to call for profecution, 

thev are fent into the crown office. 

*/ 

Are you to be underftood, that in no cafe whatever is the teftimony 
of the Slave taken againft a White perfon ? 

The teftimony of a Slave is not admitted againft a White man. 

Is the teftimony of Slaves in civil faits admitted againft White 
men ? 

It is not. 

The Witnefs was diredded to withdraw. 

The Counfel were diredded to withdraw. 

Ordered, That this Houle do proceed to take into further 
Conlideration the Prelent State of the Trade to Africa on 
Thurfday next; and that the Lords be fummoned. 
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Anno 1788, 
patted the 6th 
day of De¬ 
cember. 


Acl 23. 


A. 

An Aft to repeal an A Cl, intituled, (e An ACt to 
repeal feveral ACts and Claufes of ACts receding 
Slaves, and for the better Order and Government 
of Slaves, and for other Purpofes ;** and alfo to 
repeal the feveral ACts and Claufes of ACts which 
were repealed by the ACt intituled as aforefaidj 
and for confolidating and bringing into one ACt the 
feveral Laws relating to Slaves, and for giving them 
further Protection and Security; for altering the 
Mode of Trial of Slaves charged with Capital 
Offences ; and for other Purpofes. 

\X 7 HERE AS it is for the public good, that all the laws re- 
*' fpefting the order and government of Slaves fhould be con- 
folidated and brought into one law, in order to prevent confufion, 
and th. t juftice may more effectually be executed refpefting Slaves : 
And whereas it is found nectffary, for the purpofe of giving further 
l'ecurity to Slaves, that the mode of trial of Slaves charged with ca¬ 
pital offences fhould be altered: And whereas, in order thereto, it 
is neceffary that ali the hereinafter-mentioned laws, and claufes of 
laws, fhould be repealed; viz. An Aft of the Governor, Council, 
and Affembly of this Ifland, intituled, “ An Aft for regulating 
Servants,” paffed in the year of our Lord one thoufand fix hundred 
and eighty-one; alfo the Cth claufe of an Aft of the Governor, 
Council, and Affembly, intituled, “ A Supplemental and Explana¬ 
tory Aft,” paffed in the year of our Lord one thoufand fix hundred 
and eighty-three; alfo the ift, 2d, 3d, 4th, 5th, 6th, 7th, 8th, 
9th, 10th, nth, 12th, 13th, 14th, 15th, 16th, 17th, 18th, 19th, 
20th, 21ft, 22d, 23d, 24th, 25th, 26th, 27th, 28th, 29th, 30th, 
32d, 33d, 34th, 35th, 36th, 37th, 38th, 39th, 40th, 45th, 
46th, 47th, 48th, and 49th claufes of one other Aft of the Lieu¬ 
tenant-governor, Council, and Affembly, intituled, “ An Aft for 
the better Order and Government of Slaves,” paffed in the year of 
our Lord one thoufand fix hundred and ninety-fix ; alfo one other 
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Aft, “ for the more effectual punilhing of Crimes committed by 
Slaves,” pafled in the year of our Lord one thoufand feven hundred 
and feventeen ; alfo one other Aft, M for the Encouragement of vo¬ 
luntary Parties to fupprefs rebellious and runaway Negroes,” pafild 
in the year of our Lord one thoufand feven hundred and eighteen ; 
alfo one other Aft, intituled, “ An Aft to inflift further and other 
Punishments on the Tranfgreflors of Two Several Afts, the one 
intituled. An Aft for the better Order and Government of Slaves, 
and the other intituled. An Aft to prevent the enticing or in¬ 
veigling of Slaves from the Pofleflors, and for the preventing the 
Tranfportation of Slaves by Mortgagors and Tenants for Life or 
Years, and for regulating Abufes committed by Slaves,” pafled in 
the year of our Lord one thoufand feven hundred and twenty-five; 
alfo one other Aft, “ to repeal Part of an Aft, intituled. An Aft for 
the more efFeftual Punilhment of Crimes committed by Slaves, and 
to oblige the feveral Parilhes to pay for all Negroes executed in each 
refpeftive Parifh,” pafled in the year of our Lord one thoufand feven 
hundred and forty; alfo one other Aft, “ to explain and amend an 
Aft, intituled. An Aft for the better Order and Government of 
Slaves, and the making free and rewarding a Negro named Heftor, 
belonging to Thomas Fuller, Efquire, and paying his faid Mailer 
the Value of the faid Negro,” palfed in the year of our Lord one 
thoufand feven hundred and forty-four; alfo one other Aft, “ to in¬ 
flift further and other Punilhments on Runaway Slaves, and fuch 
as (hall entertain them,’* pafled in the year of our Lord one thou¬ 
fand feven hundred and forty-nine; alfo one other Aft, “ to amend 
an Aft, intituled. An Aft for the more efFeftual Punifhment of 
Crimes committed by Slaves, and to oblige the feveral Parilhes to 
pay for all Negroes executed in each refpeftive Parilh,” pafled in 
the year of our Lord one thoufand feven hundred and forty-nine; 
alfo the 6th and 7th claufes of “ An Aft -to prevent the clandestine 
killing and marking of Cattle, and for the better regulating of 
Hunting,*’ pafled in the fiid year of our Lord one thoufand feven 
hundred ana ferty-nine; and alfo an Aft, intituled, “ An Aft to 
explain Part of an Aft, intituled. An Aft for the better Order 
and Government of Slaves, and for inflifting further and other 
Punilhments on Perfons killing Negroes or Slaves,” pafled in the 
year of our Lord one thoufand feven hundred and fifty-one; alfo 
one other Aft, “ to remedy the Evils arifing from irregular Aflem- 
blies of Slaves, and to prevent their poflefling Arms and Ammu¬ 
nition, and going from Place to Place without Tickets ; and for 
preventing the I'raftice of Obeah ; and to reltrain Overfeers from 
leaving the Ellates under their Care on certain Days; and to 
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oblige all Free Negroes, Mulattoes, or Indians, to regifler theft 
Names in the Veftry Books of the refpedlive Parishes of this Ifland, 
and to carry about them the Certificate, and wear the Badge of their 
Freedom ; and to prevent any Captain, Mafter, or Supercargo of 
any Vtffcl bringing back Slaves tranlported off this Ifland,” pafled 
in the year of our Lord one thoufand feven hundred and fixty; alfo 
one other Act, “ to explain and amend an Adi, intituled. An Adi 
to remedy the Evils arifing fiorn irregular Aflcmblies of Slaves, 
and to prevent their poflefling Arms and Ammunition, and going 
from Place to Place without Tickets y and preventing the Pradtice 
of Obeah ; and to reftrain Ovcrfeers from leaving the Eftates un¬ 
der their Care on certain Days ; and to oblige all Free Negroes, 
Mulattoes, and Indians, to regifler their Names in the Veftry 
Books of the refpedtive Parifhes cf this Ifland, and to carry about 
them the Certificate, and wear the Badge of their Freedom ; and 
to prevent any Captain, Mafter, or Supercargo of any Veflcl, bring¬ 
ing nack Slaves tranfported off this Ifland,” pafled in the year of 
our Lord one thoufand feven hundred and fixty-one ; alio, one 
other Adi, *« to repeal an Adi, intituled. An Adt for the more 
effedlual preventing Negroes and other Slaves from deferting from 
their Owners, and departing from this Ifland in a clandeftine Man¬ 
ner, and to punifh fuch Perlons as fhall be aiding, afiifting, or 
abetting fuch Slaves in their Efcape; and for the more effedlual 
preventing Negroes and other Slaves from deferting from their 
Owners, and departing this Ifland in a clandeftine Manner, and 
to punifh fuch Perfons as fhall be aiding, aflifting, or abetting fuch 
Slaves in their Efcape,” pafled in the year of our Lord one thoufand 
feven hundred and feventy-one; alfo one < ther Adi, pafled in the 
year of our Lord one thoufand feven hundred and feventy-eight, 
intituled, “ An Adi to explain, alter, and amend an Adt, pafled 
in the year of our Lord one thoufand fix hundred and ninety- 
fix, intituled, An Adi for the better Order and Government 
of Slaves;” and alfo the 31ft claufe of an Adi, pafled in the 
year of our Lord one thoufand feven hundred and eighty, 
intituled, “ An Adi to repeal an Adi, intituled, An Adi to 
prevent the enticing or inveigling of Slaves from the Poflef- 
fors, and for the preventing the Tranfportation of Slaves by Mort¬ 
gage s and Tenants for Life and Years, and for regulating Abufes 
committed by Slaves;” and alfo one o her Adt, intitul d, “ An Adil 
to inflidl further and other Punifhments on the Traidgreffors of two 
feveral Adis, the one intituled, An Adi for the better Order and 
Government of Slaves, and the other intituled, An Adi to pre¬ 
vent the enticing and inveigling of Slaves from the PoflefTors, and for 
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the preventing the Tranfportation of Slaves by Mortgagors and Te¬ 
nants for Life or Years, and for regulating Abufes committed by 
Slaves ;’* and alfoone other Adi, intituled, “ An Adi to repeal Part 
of an Adi, intituled, An Adi for the better Order and Government 
of Slaves;” and alfo part of one other Adi, intituled, “ An Adi to pre¬ 
vent the enticing or inveigling of Slaves from the Poflcflors, and for 
the preventing the Tranfportation of Slaves by Mortgagors and 
Tenants for Life and Years, and for regulating Abufes committed 
by Slaves;” and alfo part of one other Adi, intituled, ** An Adi to 
inflidt further and other Punifliments on the Tranfgreffors of two 
feveral Adis, the one intituled. An Adi for the better Order and 
Government of Slaves, and the other intituled. An Adi to pre¬ 
vent the enticing and inveigling of Slaves from the Pofleflors, and 
for the preventing the Tranfportation of Slaves by Mortgagors and 
Tenants for Life and Years, and for regulating AbufeS committed 
by Slaves;*’ and alfo Part of an Adi, intituled, “ An Adi for the 
better Order and Government of Slaves, and to prevent the hiding, 
concealing, inveigling, detaining, knowingly harbouring or em¬ 
ploying, the Slaves of others, and for preventing the Tranfportation 
of Slaves by Mortgagors and Tenants for Life and Years, and for 
regulating Abufes committed by Slavesand alfo one other Adi, 
intituled, “An Adi to repeal feveral Adis and Claufes of Adis re- 
fpedling Slaves, and for the better Order and Government of 
Slaves, and for other Purpofes,” pafled the twenty-fecond day of 
December, in the year of our Lord one thoufand feven hundred 
and eigbty-feven : And whereas it is neceflary to make further 
and other provifion for the better order and government of Slaves, 
that juftice may hereafter be more effectually adminiftered, we 
therefore, your Majefty’s dutiful and loyal fubjedts, the Aflembly 
of this your Majefty’s ifland of Jamaica, do moft humbly befeech 
your Majefty, that it may be enadled, and be it therefore enadled 
by the Lieutenant-governor, Counc 1 , and Aflembly of the faid illand, 
and it is hereby enadled and ordained by the authority of the lame, 
That from and after the fit ft day of January, which will be in the 
year of our Lord one thoufand feven hundred and eightv-nine, all 
and every the faid hereinbefore-mentioned laws, and claufes of 
laws, and every part thereof, be and ftand annulled, repealed, and 
made void, and are hereby annulled, repealed, and made void, to 
all intents and purpofes whattoever, any thing in the fail laws, 
and claufes of laws, or in any other law contained to the con¬ 
trary in anywife notwithftanding. 

2. And whereas nothing can contribute more to the good order 
and government of Slaves, than the humanity of their owners, in 
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providing for, and fupplyiog them with good and wholefome pro- 
vifions, and proper and fufficient clothing, and all fuch other things 
as may be proper and neceffary for them, during their being in a ftate 
of Slavery : For which end and purpofe, be it further enadted by 
the authority aforefaid, That from and after the firftday of January 
afo! efaid, every matter, owner, or pofleffor of any plantation or 
plantations, pens, or other lands whatfoever, fhall allot and appoint a 
fufficient quantity of land for every Slave he fhall have in poflef- 
fion, upon or belonging to fuch plantation or plantations, pens, or 
other lands, as and for the proper ground of every fuch Slave, and 
allow fuch Slave fufficient time to work the fame, in order to pro¬ 
vide him, her, or themfelves, with fufficient proviGons for his, her, 
or their maintenance : And alfo, all fuch matters, owners, or pof- 
feflors of plantations, pens, or other lands, fhall plant upon fuch 
plantations, pens, or other lands, in ground provifions, at leaft 
one acre of land for every four Negroes that he fhall be pof- 
feffed of, on fuch plantations, pens, or other lands, over and above 
the Negro grounds aforefaid j which lands fhall be kept up in a 
planter-like condition, under the penalty of fifty pounds. 

And whereas it may happen, that in many plantations, pens, 
fettlementf, and towns in this ifland, there may not be lands proper 
for the purpofes aforefaid; then and in that cafe the matters, 
owners, or poffeffors, do, by fome other ways and means, make 
good and ample provifion for all fuch Slaves as they fhall be pof- 
fefled of, in ordei that they may be properly fupported and main¬ 
tained, under the penalty of fifty pounds. 

1 

4. And be it further enadted by the authority aforefaid. That no 
matter, owner, or pofleflor of any Slave or Slaves, whether in his 
or her own right, or as attorney, guardian, truftee, executor, or 
otherwife, (hall difeard or turn away any fuch Slave or Slaves, on 
account or by reafon of fuch Slave or .Slaves King rendered inca¬ 
pable of labour or lervice to fuch matter, owner, or pofleffor, by 
means of fnknefs, age, or infirmity ; but every fuch matter, owner, 
or pofftflor, as aforefaid, fhall be, and he is hereby obliged to keep 
all fuch Slave or Slaves upon his, her, or their properties, and to 
find and provide them with wholefome neceflaiies of life, and not 
fuffer fuch Slave or Slaves as aforefaid to be in want thereof, or to 
wander -about, or become burthenfome <o others fer fuftenance, 
under the penalty of ten pounds f r every fuch offence, to be reco¬ 
vered in a l'ummary manner, before any one juftice of the peace in 
this ifland, who is hereby authorized, empowered, and required 
to caul'e fuch matter, owner, or pofleffor, his, her, or their at¬ 
torney or agent, and fuch other perfons as he fhall judge neceffary, 
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to be fummoned before him, to enable him to judge and determine 
of the propriety of fuch information, and whether fuch mafter, 
owner, or pofTefTor, ought to incur the faid penalty; and m the 
mean time, ? and until fuch trial can be had the faid joftice of the 
oeace on h s own view, or upon the information of any V hite 
perfon upon oath, is hereby empowered and required to take up 
?nch wandering, fick, aged/or infirm Slave or Slaves, and to lodge 
him, her, or diem in the neared workhoufe, there to be clothed 
and fed but networked, at the expence of the matter owner, or 
nofftffor, until fuch trialas aforefaid can be had; and if it (hall ap¬ 
pear to the faidjuftice on fuch trial, that the party or P a, J ,es «’ f ° 
complained of, is or are guilty of the faid offence, and (hall refufe 
to pay the faid ten pounds, and the fees to fuch workhoufe for the 
maintenance of fuch Slave or Slaves, together with the charges of 
the conv.dion, the faid juflice is hereby required and empowered, 
under the penalty of twenty pounds, forthwith, by warrant under 
his hand and feal, direded to the conftable, to commit fuch offender 
or offenders to the common gaol of the county or panto where the 
offence (hall be committed, there to remain until he or toe toall 
pav the fum of ten pounds, and charges as aforefaid; one moie y 
of'which Cid fine toall be paid to the informer, and the other 
moiety toall be paid into the hands of the churchwardens of fuch 
parito, for the poor of the faid parito; any law, cuftom, or ufage, to 
the contrary notwithftanding. 

C. And for the better encouragement of Slaves to do their duty 
to their matters, owners, or poffeffors, be it further enaded by the 
authority aforefaid. That every matter, owner, or poffcffor of 
Slaves, toall, once in every year, provide and give to each Slave 
they toall be poffeffed of, proper and Efficient clothing, to be ap¬ 
proved of by the juftices and veftry of the parito where fuch maf- 
ter, owner, or poffeffor of fuch Slaves refide. 

6 And be it further enaded by the authority aforefaid. That all 
matters and miftrtffes, owners, or, in their abfence, overfeers of 
Slaves, toall as much as in them lies, endeavour the induc¬ 
tion of their Slaves in the principles of the Chriftian religion, thereby 
to facilitate their converffon, and toall do their utmoft endeavours 
to fit them for baptifm ; and as foon as conveniently they can, 
caufe to be baptifed all fuch as they can make fenfible of a Deity 
and the Chriftian faith. 

7 . And be it further enaded by the authority aforefaid, That 
every matter, owner, proprietor, attorney, guardian, executor^ad- 
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miniftraior, or other perlon, at their giving in an account of their 
blaves and ftock to the juftices and v c ftry on the twenty-eighth dav 
of December in every year, (hall, under the penaltyof fifty 
pounds for every negled, alfo give in, on oath, an account of the 
quantity of land in ground provifions, over and above the Neoro 
grounds, upon fuch plantation, pen, or other fettlement wh^re 
t.iere are lands proper for the cultivation of fuch provifions ; and 
where there are not lands proper for fuch purpofes, then an account 
on oath, of the provifion made on fuch plantation, pen, or other 
lettlement, or means adopted for the maintenance of the Slaves 
thereon j and fliall alfo, at the fame time, and under the like pe 
nalty give in an account, on oath, of the nature and quantity of 
the clothing actually ferved to each Slave on fuch plantation, pen 
or other fettlement, for the approbation of the juftices and veftry* 
as aforefaid. y * 

8. And in order to encourage Slaves for every good and worthy a<5t 

that they fha J do, be it further enadled by the authority aforefaid, 
That every Slave or Slaves that fliall take up any runaway Slave or 
inform .againft any perfon who fliall have or conceal any runaway 
Slave or Slaves, fo that fuch runaway S'ave or Slaves may be taken 
and reltorcd to his owner or owners, every fuch Slave or Slaves fo 
informing fliall be entitled to fuch reward as any juflice fhail in 
reafon and juft.ee think juft and reafonable, and be paid by fuch 
perfon or perions as fuch juftice fliall determine ought to pay the 
lame, not exceeding twenty Ihillings. 1 y 

9. A"d be it further winded by the authority aforeiaid, That if 
any Slave or Slaves fliall kill or take any Slave or Slaves in actual 
abeHion, he or they fliall receive from the church-wardens of the 
refj edive pariflies where fuch Slave or Slaves fliall have been killed 
the fun, of three pounds, and the fum of five pounds if taken alive’ 
and a blue cloth coat, .with a red croft on the right (boulder, to be 
paid by the church-wardens of the refpedive pariflies where fuch 
Slave or Slaves fliall have been killed or take,,; the whole „pence 
wneieof fliall be reimburfed by the receiver-general for the^ime 
being, out of any monies in his hands unappropriated. 

10. And, in order to prevent any perfon from mutilating or 
di[me,„ber,ng any Shve or Slaves be it further enaded by 8 ,^ 
.author,,, aforefaid. That ,f any marter, miftreft, owner, polfeflbr 
or other perfon whatf ever, fhail, a, his, her, or their own 
will and pleafure, or by his, her, or their diredion, or with 
hts, her, or their knowledge, fufferance, privity, or confen" 
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; mmi!ate or difmcmber any Slave or Slaves, he, flie, or th°v ft ill k» 
.l,ble ,o be indicted for each offence in the S.’pren'e"^ tf 
Judicature, or m any of the Affize Courts of This ifland- and 
upon conviftion (hall he punilhed by fine not evceedl„„ d 
hundred pounds, and imprisonment not exceeding twelve monShT 
or each and every Slave fo mutilated or difmemired Z fuch 
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Mice,. *. » charges of fuel, before-mentioned profccution, the faidjuftroes 

commence fuit a- and ve ftry are hereby empowered to commence fuit or i • 

gainft the owners, . - , owners of fuch Slave or Slaves, and re- 

Ic.offuch Slaves, againft fuch owner or owners 01 1 ^ out and 

for recovery of the COV er all cofts and charges out of y imervifor 

cofts of fuch fuits. ded in fuch fuit or fuits; and me keeper or fupervilor 

of P the workhouie where fuch mutilated Slave or Slaves (h 

have been firft commi ted, is hereby duefled and required, up n 

due notice of the firft meeting of the juftices and veftry of he 

parifh where the offence was committed, to carry or deliver the 

body or bodies of fuch mutilated Slave or Slaves, for the in. 

Jpection and diretfion of fuch juftices and veftry, under the 

penalty of twenty pounds for every negleft in not carrying or 

delivering before fuch juftices and veftry fuch Slave or Slaves. 

,i. And be it further enacted by the authority af refaid. 
That in cafe anv information is made before any juftice of t ie 
peace, that any Slave or Slaves is or are fo mutilated and con¬ 
fined, it fhall and may be lawful for fuch juftice of the peace, 
and he is hereby empowered, required, and direded, fort 
with to iifue his warrant to any conftable or the provoft mar¬ 
shal, or his lawful deputy, ordering them, or any of them, im¬ 
mediately to proceed to where fuch Slave or Slaves, fo mutt, 
lated, are confined, and fuch Slave or Slaves to leize and take 
up and him or them, fo feized or taken, to bring before fome 
juftice of the peace, to be dealt with according to law. 

And be it further enafted by the authority aforefaid, That 
if any perfon hereafter, (hall wantonly, willingly, or bloody- mind- 
edly, kill any Negro or other Slave, fuch perfon fo offending fliall, 
on conviction* be adjudged guilty of felony without benefit of 
clergy, and (hall fuffer death accordingly for the faid offence . Pro¬ 
vided always, That fuch convidion (hall not extend to the corrupt- 
in- the blood, or the forfeiture of lands or tenements, goods or 
chattels ; any law, cuftom, or nfage, to the contrary thereof in any- 
vvife notwithftanding. 

p„r.„™.»nV .3. And be it further enafled by the authority aforefaid That 

Or cruelly beating f rom an( J a f te r the firft day of January aforefaid, any per. m or 
Slaves, or confining { q, all wan tonly or cruelly whip, beat, bruife, wound, or 

Si impln or keep iJconfinement without fufficient fupport, 
pumlhable. slave or Slaves, (hall be fubjedt to be mdided for the fame, in 

the Supreme Court of Judicature, or in either of the Courts of 
Affi2e, or Courts of Quarter Sefiions in this lfland; and upon 
being thereof legally convidted, he, (lie, or they (hall 
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punifhqient, by fine or imprifonment, as the judges or juflices of 
jluch courts fliall think proper to inflidt; any law, cuftom, or cfage 
.to the contrary in any wife notwithstanding: And luch punifhment is 
hereby declared to be without prejudice to any adtion at common law, 
that could or might be brought for the recovery of damages for 
and on account of the fame, in cafe fuch Slave or Slaves (hall not 
be- the property of the offender. 

14. And, in order to reftrain arbitrary punifhrhents, be it further Owners, &c. of 
enadted by the authority aforefaid, That no Slave, on any planta- Slaves neftramed 
tion or fettlement, or in any of the workhoufes or gaols in this Warily. mentax 1 
ifland, fliall receive more than ten lafhes at one time, and for one 
offence, unlefs the owner, attorney, guardian, executor, or admini- 
ftrator, or overfeer of luch plantation or fettlement having fuch Slave 
jn his care, or fupervifor of fuch work'houfe, or keeper of fuch gaol, 
fliall be prefent; and that no fuch owner, attorney, guardian, exe¬ 
cutor, adminiftrator, or overfeer, fupervifor or gaol-keeper, fliall, 
on any account, punifh a Slave with ntore than thirty-nine lafhes 
at one time, and for no offence, under the penalty of five pounds 
for every offence, to be recovered againft the perfon directing or 
permitting luch punifhment. 


Juftices and veflry 


&€. 


15. And whereas from the deceafe and removal of refidence of 
many proprietors of Slaves, and other circumftances, and from the 
manumiflion of Negro, Mulatto, and other Slaves, without any 
fuitab’-e provifion being made for their future maintenance, many 
unhappy objects, afflidted with contagious diftempers, or difabled 
from labour by ficknefs, old age, and otherwife, and having no 
owners, prove dangerous, or become a burthen and nuifance to the 
feveral towns and pariflies of this ifland : For remedy whereof, 
be it further enadted by the authority aforefaid. That the jufi ices to provide for the 
and veflrymen of the feveral towns and pariflies in this ifland be ab^e™Negro«*, 
empowered, and they are hereby empowered to lay a tax upon the by a tax. 
inhabitants of the laid feveral towns and pariflies, in the fame 
manner as the parochial taxes are ufually laid, for the purpofe of 
jaifing fuch a fum as they fliall judge fufficient to provide for the 
maintenance, clothing, medical care, and attendance in the work¬ 
houfes or other convenient places of the faid feveral towns and 
pariflies of this ifl uid, of fuch Negro, Mulatto, or other Slaves, or 
other unhappy objedts as aforefaid ; and the magiftrates refpedtively. How to .be difpofed 
of fuch town and parifli are hereby empowered an$ required, upon 
Application being m de to them, or either of them u to ordier all fuch 
objedts as aforefaid to be removed and conveyed to the refppdtive 

workhoufes of each parbh, where (if a Slave) the former proprietor 
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or proprietors, owner or owners, of fuch Slave lived or fefided; 
or if a perfon of colour made free, whe*"e the perfon or perfons 
who manumifed or let free fuch perfon of colour refided before his 
deceafe, there to be lodged and taken care of as aiorefaid ; and the 
magittrates and vettries of the feveral towns and parifhes as afore¬ 
said, are hereby empowered and required to make, from time to 
time, all fuch humane and faiutary regulations for the purpofes 
aforefaid, as to them fhall appear necefTary and expedient. 

16. And whereas it is abfolutely necefTary, that the Slaves in this 
ifland fhould be kept in due obedience to their owners, and in due 
lubordination to the White people in general, and as much as in 
the power of the legiflature, all means and opportunities of Slaves 
committing rebellious confpiracies, and other crimes, to the ruin 
and deftruction of the White people, and others in this ifland, 
prevented, and that proper punifhments fhould be appointed for 
all crimes to be by them committed ; be it further enabled by the 
authodty aforefaid. That no Slave hereafter fhall be fuffered or per¬ 
mitted on any day, Sunday excepted, to go out of his or her 
matter's or owner’s plantation or l'ettlement, or to travel from one 
town or place to another, unlefs fuch Slave (hall have a ticket 
from his matter, owner, employer, or overfeer, expretting parti¬ 
cularly the time of fuch Slave’s fetting out, and where lie or fhe 
is going, and the time limited for his or her return, uacler a penalty 
not ex eeding forty Shillings for every Slave fo offending, to be 
recovered from ihe matter, owner, employer, or overfeer, in a 
fummary maun r, before any one juttice of the peace, by warrant 
of diftrefs (complaint being made to him upon oath - ), unlefs the 
matter, owner, employer, or overfeer of fuch Slave fhall prove, 
upon oath, before any one juttice of the peace of the parifh or 
precinbt where fuch matter, owner, employer, or overfeer may 
or (Mil live or happen to be, that he did give the faid Slave fuch 
ticket as aforefaid, or that fuch S ave went away Without his 
cnnttnt; and all and ev^ry fuch Slave or Slaves To travelling or 
going from one plantation or place to another, without fuch ticket 
as aforefaid, fhall be apprehended and committed to gaol, and (if 
without luch confent or privity as aforefaid) there be whipped, not 
exceeding thirty-nine lafhes by order of fuch juttice, for his, her, 
or their offence in the premifes; and if fuch juilice fhall refufe 
or negkbl his duty, either m caufing the penalty to be forth¬ 
with levied (on complaint being made as aforefaid) on the owner, 
overfeer, or any other perfon vvho &all fuffer a Slave being under 
his or their direblion to go out without a ticket as aforeiaid, or 
fhall not caufe fuch punifhtttents to b‘e inflibled, as are directed by 
jo this 
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tills ad, or anv Slave who (hall go out without a ticket as 
aforefaid, every juftice fo offlnding (hall forfeit the fuin of 
•five pounds; any law, cuflom, or ufage to the contrary notwiths¬ 
tanding. 

17. And be it enaded by the authority aforefiid. That for the Slaves to be allowed 
future all Slaves in this ifland (hall be allowed the ufual number ho!lda J! s * 
of holidays that were allowed at the feveral feafons of Chriftmas, 

Eafter, and Whitfuntide; provided, that at any fuch refpedive 
feafons, no two holidays Ihnll be allowed to follow or fucceed im¬ 
mediately one after the other, except at Chriftmas, when they 
fliall be allowed Chriftmas day, and alfo the day immediately fuc- 
ceeding; any law, cuftom, or ufage to the contrary notwithiland- 
ing; And if any mafter, owner, guardian, or attorney of any 
plantation or fettlement, or the overfeer of fuch plantation or fet- 
tlement, (hall prefume at the feafons aforefaid, to allow any holi- Penalty on foch as 
days to any Slave belonging to any fuch plantation or fettlement, a,low l, . 1€ir Slaves 
other than as direded by this ad to be given, every perfon fo of- SSbot" 
fending (hall forfeit the (um of five pounds. direaed. 

t And whereas it hath been ufual and cuftomary with the Slaves to be allowed 
planters in this ifland, to allow their Slaves one day in every fort- one day in every 
night to cultivate their own provifion grounds (exclufive of Sundays) oTsund^o 
except during the time of crop: but the fame not being com- tivate their own 
puftory, be it further enaded by the authority aforefaid, That the £ rouods * 

Slaves belonging to or employed on every plantation or fettle¬ 
ment, (hall, over and above the holidays hereinbefore mentioned, 
be allowed one day in every fortnight, to cultivate their own pro¬ 
vifion grounds (exclufive of Sundays), except during the time of 
crop, under the penalty of ten pounds, to be recovered againft the 
overfeer, or other perfon having the care of fuch Slaves. 

19. And be it further enaded by the authority aforefaid. That Timeal!ow*dSiav« 
every field Slave on fuch plantation or fettlemenr, fliall, on work for breakfati, dm- 
flays, be allowed, according to cuftom, half an hour for breakfaft, ocr,&c ‘ 

and two hours for dinner; and that no Slaves fliall be compelled 
to any manner of field work upon the plantation before the hour 
of five in the morning, or after the hour of leven at night, except 
during the time of crop, under the penalty of ten pounds, to 
be recovered againft the overfeer, or other perfon having the care «f 
fuch Slaves. 

20. And be it further enaded by the authority aforefaid, That if Pena,t y on fact « 
any nv.fter, owner, guardian, or attorney of any plantation or fet-*- fembliesofS B |ave* 
tlemeirt, (hall hereafter knowingly Tuffer any Slaves to aflcmble on their refpeftive 
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together, and beat'their military drum?, or blow their.horns or. (hells 
upon any plantation, pen, or fettlement, or in any yard or place 
under his, her, or their care or management, or (hall not endeavour 
to difperle or prevent the fame, by immediately giving notice 
thereof to the next magiftrate or commifijoned officer, that a proper 
force may be lent to difp-rfe the (aid Slaves ; every fuch matter., 
owner, guardian, or attorney, (ball, for every filch offence, upon 
conviction the eof, upon an indictment in the Supreme Court of 
Judicature, or Courts of Affize, pay a fine of fifty pounds to his 
Majefty, his heirs and fucceflors, for and towards the fupport of 
the government of this illand, and the contingent charges thereof: 
Provided neverthelefs, That information of fuch offence (hall be 
made upon oath, before any of his Majefty’s juftices of the 
peace, within the fpace of five days after the commiffion of fuch 
offence. 

21. And .be it further enadted by the authority aforefaid. That 
all officers, civil and military, (hall be and are hereby empowered 
and required to enter into any plantation, fettlement, or other 
place, to fupprefs and prevent all unlawful drumming, and other 
noife or concourfe of Negroes as before-mentioned; any law, 
cuftom, or ufage to the contrary notwithftanding. 

12 . And whereas it has been found by experience, that rebellions 
have been often concerted at Negro dances and nightly meetings of 
the Slaves of different plantations, when fuch Slaves are generally 
intoxicated; and it has been found alfo, that thofe meetings tend 
much to injure the healths of Negroes; be it therefore enadted b\r 
the authority aforefaid. That if any overfeer, or, in his abfence, any 
book-keeper, or other White perfon, having the care and manage¬ 
ment of any plantation or fettlement, lhall knowingly fuffer any 
Slaves to aflemble together and beat their military drums, or blow 
their horns or (hells, every luch overfeer, book-keeper, or other 
White perlbn fo offending (hall, for every fuch offence, upon con¬ 
viction thereof, upon an mdidtment in the Supreme Court of judi- 
catuie, or btfoie the juftices of affile, fuffer fix months imprifon- 
m:nt, without bail or mainprife; provided information is made 
upon oath as aforefaid, before one of his M. jefty*s juftices of the 
peace, within five days after the commiflion of fuch offence* and 
•provided always neverthelefs, that nothing herein contained (hall 
be con n rued to prevent any mafter, owner, or proprietor of any 
plantation or fettlement, or the overfeer thereof, from granting 
liberty to the Slaves of fuch plantation or fettlement only, for af- 
fembling together upon futh plantation or fettlement, and playing 

and 
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and diverting themfelves in any innocent amufements, To as they do 
not make ufe of military drums, horns, or fhells ; but that they 
(lull and may grant fuch liberty, when and as oft;n as they pleafe ; 
any thing in this or any other adt to the contrary notwithftanding. 

23. And be it fur.her enadted by the authority aforefaid. That 
alL Slaves who fhall hereafter be found to have in his, her, or their 
tuffody, any fire-arms, gunpowder, flugs or ball, fuch Slave being 
thereof convidled before two jufiices, iliall fuffer fuch punifhment 
as the faid jufiices (hall think proper to inflidb, by whipping, or 
bard labour in the woikhoufe, not exceeding the term of fix 
months; unlefs fuch Slave fhall give a fatisfadlory account thereof, 
or fhall have a ticket or tickets from his, her, or their owners, 
matters, overfeers, or employers, exprefiing the reafon of his being 
fo armed; and that no ticket fo given as aforefaid, fhall continue 
or be in force for more than fourteen days. 

24. And be it further enadted by the authority aforefaid, That if 
any Slave fhall offer any violence, by ftriking or ot’herwife, to any 
White perfon, fuch Slave, upon due and proper proof, fhall, upon 
convidtion, be punithed with death, or confinement to hard labour 
for life, or otherwife, as the court fliall in their diferetion think 
proper to inflidt j provided fuch ffriking or conflidt be not by com¬ 
mand of his or their owners, overfeers, or perfons entruffed over 
them, or in the lawful defence of their owners’ perfons or goods. 

25. And be it farther enadfed. That any Slave or Slaves who fhall 
knowingly harbour or conceal any runaway Slave or Slaves, fhall, 
on convidtion before two juftices, fuffer fuch punifhment as the 
court fhall think proper.to inflidt. 

26. And whereas it is very dangerous to the peace and fafety of 
this ifland, to fuffer Slaves to continue out as runaways, and it is 
absolutely neceffiry to declare and make known to the public what 
Slaves fhall be deemed fuch; be it therefore further enadted by the 
authority aforefiid, That from and after the firft day of January 
aforefaid, any Slave or Slaves who fhall be found at the diftance of 
eight miles from the houfe, plantation, or other fettlement to which 
he, fhe, or they belong, without a ticket or other permit to pafs, 
except cn a Sunday, fliall be deemed a runaway. 

27. And be it further enadfed by the authority aforefaid. That any 
perfon whatfoever who fhall apprehend fuch Slave or Slaves fhall, 
for every one fo apprehended, be entitled to receive from the owner, 
employer, overfier, or manager of fuch Slave or Slaves, the fum of 
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ten (hillings and no more, befides mile-money, at the rate of one 
(hilling per mile for the firft five miles, and fixpence per mile after- 
terwards; provided fuch Slave or Slaves had abfented him, her, or 
themfelves fix days, without the privity, knowledge, or confent of 
the proprietor, overfeer, or other White perfon refiding on the 
plantation or fettlement to which fuch Slave or Slaves (hall belong* 
which time of abfence of fuch Slave or Slaves (hall be declared on 
the oath of fuch proprietor, overfeer, or other White perfon as 
aforefaid, if the party taking up fuch Slave-or Slaves fhall require 
it: But it is the true intent and meaning of this adt, that every 
perfon or perfons who fhall apprehend any Slave or Slaves, that 
ufually refide in, or are employed in any of the towns of this 
ifiand, and that at the time are adhially runaway or abfent from their 
■owner, employer, or manager’s fervice fix days, fhall be entitled 
to the reward of ten (hillings, although the Slave or Slaves io taken 
up fhould not be eight miles diftant from their employer’s habitation. 

,hend[«! “m *runa-* * And be * further enaded by the authority aforefaiJ, That 

ways, are to be dif- the perfon or perfons fo apprehending fuch Slave or Slaves fhall 
pofedof. convey him, her, or them to their refpedive owner, employer, or 

manager, or to the work-houfe of fuch parifh, if any work-houfe 
is eftablifhed there; and in cafe of there being no work-houfe, to 
the next gaol, in cafe the owner, employer, or manager of fuch 
Slave or Slaves fhall refufe to pay the faid fum of ten (hillings, and 
mile-money as aforefaid, or take the oath as to the time of abfence ; 
in which cafe, the gaol or work-houfe keeper is hereby required 
and ordered to receive fuch Slave or Slaves into his or their cuftody, 
and to pay the party delivering fuch Slave or Slaves the faid fum of 
ten (hillings, and mile-money as aforefaid, and no more, for each 
Slave fo delivered, under the penalty of five pounds; provided ne- 
verthelefs, that if fuch Slave or Slaves is or are brought to any 
gaol or work-houfe by any White perfon, free Negro, free Mulatto, 
or free Indian, no gaoler or work-houfe keeper fhall pay fuch fum* 
before fuch perfon (ball have taken an oath, that the Slave or Slaves^ 
fo apprehended, was or were at the reputed diftance of eight miles 
from thehoufe, plantation, or fettlement to which fuch Slaveor Slaves 
do belong (except as is before excepted), and that fuch Slave or 
Slaves had no ticket or other permit in writing from his matter, 
mittrefs, overfeer, employer, or manager, at the time fuch Slave 
or Slaves was or were apprehended, for him, her, or them to 
pafs unmolefted, and that the faid Slave or Slaves (provided fuch 
owner, employer, or manager fhall be in the parifh in which fuch 
.Slave or Slaves fhall be apprehended), and that the matter, mittrefs, 
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ovcrfeer or manager, had refufed to pay for the apprehending him, 
her, or them, according to the intent and meaning of this ad ■ 
and thit no ticket fhall be granted to any Slave or Slaves for any 
time exceeding onekalendar month. 

29 And that it may be publicly known in the refpedive 
.pariflies what Slaves are runaway, be it further enaded by the 
authority aforefaid, That every owner or owners, employer or 
^employers of Slaves, under the penalty of five pounds for every 
offence, fhall, by him, her, or themfelves, or by the ovcrfeer 
or manager of their refpedive plantations or fettlement?, within 
the firft ten days of the months of March, June, September, and 
December, in each and every year, deliver or cauie to be de¬ 
livered to the cuftos, or any magiftrate of their refpedive pa- 
rifhes, an account upon oath (which oath any nugiftrate is 
hereby empowered and requiied to adminifter), of the number 
of Slaves run away from him, her, or them, or from his, her, 
or their refpedive plantations or fettlements ; in which account 
lhall be inlerttd the names of fuch Slaves, and the time when 
■each Slave fhall have been abfent or runaway; and every ma¬ 
giftrate is hereby required, under the penalty of ten pounds, 
to tranfmit fuch accounts as fhall be delivered in to him to 
the clerk of the veflry, by the twentieth day of the months 
herein before mentioned; and the faid clerk of the veflry is 
hereby direded and required, under the penalty of five pounds, 
to enter fuch accounts in a book to be kept by him for that 
purpofe, and at the quarterly meeting of the juftices and veftrv 
to lay the fame before them. 

30. And be it further enaded by the authority aforefaid. 
That on the twenty-eighth day of December in every year (the 
time of giving in as aforefaid), or within thirty days after, the 
owner, overfeer, or manager of every plantation, pen, or fet¬ 
tlement, fhall give in, on oath, an account of all the births 
and deaths of the Slaves of fuch plantation, pen, or fettlement, 
for the preceding year, under the penalty of fifty pounds, to 
be recovered from the owner of fuch plantation, pen, or other 

3 1 * A ?d be it further enaded by the authority aforefaid. That if 
me not giving in upon oath fuch feveral accounts fhall be owing 
to the negled of the overfeer or manager of fuch plantation, 
pen, or other fettlement, it fhall and may be lawful for the owner 
proprietor, or pofTefTor of fuch plantation, pen, or other fettle! 
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ment, to flop and detain the penalty he or Hie fliall luffer by this 
law, out cf the wages of fuch overfeer or manager. 

32. And he it further enabled by the authority aforefaid, That the 
dodtor or furgeon of every plantation, pen, or other fettlement, fhall, 
on the twenty-eighth day of December in every year (the time of 
giving in as aforefaid), or within thirty days afer, give in an ac¬ 
count on oath of the deaths of fuch Slaves as have died in the pre¬ 
ceding year, or during fuch time as fuch dodter or furgeon hath had 
the care of the Slaves .on luch plantation, p. n, or other fettlement, 
with the caufe of fuch deaths, to the bell of hi, knowledge, 
judgment, and belief, under the penalty of twenty pounds for (very 
negledt; and in cafe it (hull appear to the latisfatftion of the 

-juft.ces and veftrv, from the return of the owner, overfeer, or ma¬ 
nager aforefaid, that there has been a natural increafe in the number 
of Slavts on any fuch plantation, pen, or other fettlement, the 
overfeer (hall be entitled to receive from the owner or proprietor of 
fuch plantation, pen, or other fetdement, the fum of twenty (hil¬ 
lings for every Slave born on luch plantation, pen, or other fettle¬ 
ment in the time aforefaid, and which fhall be then living; and the 
owner or proprietor of fuch plantation, pen, or other fettlement, 
fhall have a dedudtion from the firft of his or her public taxes that 
fhall become d .e, of the fum fo paid to the overfeer, on producing 
a certificate of the juflices and veftry of fuch increafe, and receipt 
cf the overfeer for the fum fo paid. 

33. And whereas, the more effedlually to conceal a runaway 
Slave, or prevent his being apprehended, tickets are given by free 
Negrces, free Mulattoes, or Indians, be it further cnadted by the 
authority aforelad, That any five Negro, Mulatto, or Indian grant- 
ing or giving fuch ticket wtth luch intent, fhall be deemed guilty 
of forgery, and fliall be liable to be tried for the fiid offence 
before the Supreme Court of Judicature, or in either cf the Courts 
of Aflize in this ifland where the offence fliall be committed, and 
on conviftion fhall fuffer the lofs of freedom, tranfportation, or 
other punifliment, as the court in their diferetion fliall think proper 
to inflift. 

34. And he it further enabled by the authority aforefaid. That if 
fuch ticket fhall be granted or given by any White perfon, with 
fuch intent as aforefaid, to any Slave or Slaves before or after 
his or their abfenting themfelvcs from their owner, employer, 
overfeer, or manager, fuch White perfon fliall be deemed guilty of 
forgery, and fliall be liable to be tried for the f me before the 
Supreme Court of Judicatu;e, or either of the Aflize Courts of this 
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ifland where the offence {hall be committed, and on conviction, 
fhall fufter fuch pumfhment as the court in their difcretion (hall 
think proper to inflict. 

35. And to the end that the owners and propktors of runaway 
Slaves may have a due knowledge where fuch Slaves a>e confined, 
after their being apprehended and fent to any workhoufe or gaol 
in this ifland, in order that fuch owners and proprietors may apply 
for fuch Slaves; be it further enacted by the authority aforefaid. 
That from and after the firfh day of January aforefaid, all and every 
the keepers of the workhoufes, or gaol-keepers, in any of the 
parilhes of th : s ifland, fhall, and they are hereby obliged once 
every week to advertife in the Gazette cf Saint Jago de la Vtga, 
the Royal Gazette of Kingfton, and the Cornwall Chronicle, the 
height, names, marks, and fex, and alfo the country, where the 
fame can be ascertained, of each and every runaway Slave then in 
their cuftody, together with the time of their being fent into 
cuftody, and the name or names of the owner or owners thereof, 
if known, and that upon oath, under the penalty of ten pounds 
for every Slave fo neglefted by him to be advertifcd; and for the 
expence of fuch advtrtifenient, they, the (aid workhoufe-keepers 
or gaol-keepers, {hall and m y, and they are hereby authorifed to 
charge the owner or proprietor of fuch runaway Slaves fa adver- 
tifed, at and after the rate of one {hilling and three pence per 
month for each paper, and no more ; and that it fhall and may be 
lawful for the keeper of the workhoufe, or gaol-keeper, to detain 
and keep in his or their cuftody, fuch runaway Slave or Slaves fo 
brought unto him or them, until the owner or owners thereof, or 
fome perfon on their behalf, properly authorifed, fliall pay unto 
him or them what he or they fo paid to the perfon or perl'ons who 
apprehended and brought fuch Slave or Slaves into cuftody, with 
two {hillings and fixpence in the pound for laying out his or their 
money, the coft of advertifing after the rate above-mentioned, and 
fixpence for every twenty-four hours fuch Slave or Slaves {hall have 
been in cuftody, and alfo the charges of advertifing above-diredted, 
and no other fees whatever; and that the gaoler, workhoufe- 
keeper, or fupervifor, and no other perfon, fliall atteft upon oath, 
and that the charges in the account for mile-money, and the re¬ 
ward for apprehending fuch Slave, were actually paid to the perfon 
who brought luch runaway; and that the whole of the charges 
in the laid account are ftridlly conformable to this law. 

36. And be it further enadted by the authority aforefaid, That 
the keeper of every workhoufe or gaol in this ifland, fliall, 
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under the penalty of ten pounds for every neglect, provide and 
give to every Slave confined in fuch workhoufe or gaol, a fufficient 
quantity of good and wholefome provifions daily; that is to fay, 
not lefs than one quart of unground Guinea or Indian corn, or 
three pints of the flour or meal of either, or three pints of wheat 
flour, or eight full-grown plantains, or eight pounds of cocoas 
or yams ; and alfo one herring or (had, or ether falted provifions 
equal thereto. 

37. And be it further enadled by the authority aforefaid, That 
all Slaves who fliall have been twelve calendar months in any gaol 
or workhoufe, and lhall have been advertifed in the manner di¬ 
rected in this adt, and no perfon having appeared to claim, and 
pay the fee of fuch Slave or Slaves, that then the fees of fuch 
Slave or Slaves lhall be paid by the receiver-general, and fuch 
Slave or Slaves fhall be fent into the country towns, there to 
be worked in chains with the other workhoufe Negroes; and 
that it fliall and may be lawful for the owner of fuch Slave, to 
claim him or her at any fubfequent period, and on proving 
his or her property, to the fatisfadlion of any judge of the Grand 
Court, or any two magiftrates, fuch owner fliall recover fuch 
Slave, paying to the receiver-general fuch fum of money as he 
aClually paid to the gaoler or workhoufe-keeper at the expiration 
of the faid term of twelve months; and that the faid work¬ 
houfe-keeper be empowered to hire out fuch Slaves, and that 
the profits arifing from fuch hire be applied, in the firft place, to 
the maintenance of fuch Slave, in the fame manner as the other 
workhoufe Negroes are maintained, and the remainder of fuch 
hire be paid annually to the receiver-general, to afiift in reim- 
burfing the fees paid by him for fuch Slaves as may never be 
claimed: Provided alfo. That fuch workhoufe keeper be obliged 
to ,give the receiver-general, on or before the twentieth day of 
every January after the enfuing year, a regular account, upon oath, 
of the profits arifing from the hire of fuch Slaves, to the thirty- 
firft day of December of the year preceding, under the penalty of 
twenty pounds for each and every Slave he fliall omit or negleCt 
to give fuch account of; to be recovered in a fummary manner, 
by a warrant from any niagiftrate, and paid to the receiver- 
general, and by him to be applied to the credit of the account of 
fees paid by him for fuch Slaves; and that the faid workhoufe- 
keeper be entitled to five pounds per centum on the grofs 
amount of the hire of fuch Slaves. 
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38. And be it further enacted by the authority aforefaid, That Runaways dying in 
where any runaway Slave or Slaves (hall die in the cuftody of any monihsl'the^esTo 
fuch workhoule-keeper or gaol-keeper, at any time within twelve be paid by the pub- 
calendar months aforefaid, and the owner or owners, employer or llCl 
employers, of fuch runaway Slave or Slaves fo dying, cannot be 
known, fuch workhoufe-keeper or gaol-keeper fhall, in fuch cafe, 
be entitled to receive all fuch fees as fhall be due to him or them 
for fuch Slave or Slaves at the time of his or her death from the 
public, upon application and due proof made in the moft folemn, 
manner to the aflembly or any committee thereof, that fuch 
workhoufe-keeper or gaol-keeper had ufed his utmoft endeavours to 
find and know the owner or owners, employer or employers of 
fuch Slave or Slaves fo dying, and could not, and that fuch Slave 
or Slaves, during the time they were in the cuftody of fuch work¬ 
houfe-keeper or gaol-keeper, was or were found and provided with 
proper and futficient proviftons, equal to what is allowed by this 
law. 


39. And be it further enadted by the authority aforefaid. That Gaol-keepers not to 
no gaol keeper in this ifland, or any perfon adting under him as other Slaves 3 coin- 1 
clerk or deputy, fhall, on any pretence whatfoever, work or em- mitted to their cuf- 
ploy any Slave or Slaves fent to his cuftody as a runaway, or other- tod > r * 
wife committed by a magift.ate, upon any plantation, pen, or 
fittlement, belonging to or in the pofleflion of any fuch gaol- 
keeper, nor hire or lend fuch Slave or Slaves out to work for any 
other perfon or perfons during fuch time fuch Slave or Slaves fhall 
be in his cuftody, but that all fuch Slaves fhall be and remain in 
the common gaol of the county or parifh, in order to be infpedted 
by any perfon or perfons defiring the fame; and in cafe any gaol- 
keeper fhall offjnd herein, he fhall for every offence forfeit the 
fum of fifty pounds. 


40. And be it further enadted by the authority aforefaid, That 
all Slaves who fhall have been in this ifland for the fpace of two 
years, and fhall run away, and continue abfent for the term of fix 
months, fhall be liable to be tried by two juftices; and upon con- 
vidlion thereof, fuch Slave or Slaves fhall fuffer fuch punifhment as 
the faid juftices fhall think proper to inflidt. 
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empt them, whilft under their potedion, from any evils that might 
otherwife happen ; be it therefore enaded by the authority aforeiaid. 
That from and after the firfl day of January aforefaid, any Slave 
who fhail pretend to any fupernatural power, in order to afled the 
health or lives of others, or promote the purpoles of rebellion, 
ill all, upon convidion thereof, fuffer death or fuch other punilh- 
ment as the court fhail think proper to dired; any thing in 
this or any other ad to the contrary in anywil'e notwith- 
ftanding, 

42. And be it further enaded by the authority aforefaid. That 
if any Negro or other Slave fliall mix or prepare, with an intent to 
give, or caufe to be given, any poifon or poilonous drug, or fliall 
adualiy give, or caufe to be given, any fuch poifon or poilonous 
drug, although death may not enfue upon the taking thereof, the 
faid Slave or Slaves, together with their accdfaries, as well before 
as after the fad (being Slaves), being duly convided thereof, fliall 
fuffer death, or be confined to hard labour for life, as the court 
fhail determine; any thing in this or any other ad to the con¬ 
trary notwithftanding. 

43. And whereas gre t numbers of horned cattle, flicep, goats, 
horles, mares, mules, and affrs, are frequently flolen and killed by 
Negro and other Slaves, in fo fecret and private a manner, that it is 
with the greatefl difficulty they can be found out and difeovered, in 
fuch manner as to convid them of luch offence, although large 
quantities of beef, mutton, and the flefli of other valuable animals 
are found upon him, her, or them; in order therefore to prevent 
fuch evils in future, and to punifh the perpetrators of fuch ads, 
agreeably to their crimes, be it fuither enaded by the authority 
aforefaid. That if any Negro or other Slave fliall fraudulently 
have in his, her, or their cuftody or poffcflion, unknown to his 
or her matter, owner, overfeer, or other perfon who fhail have the 
overlooking or employing of luch Slave, any frefii beef, veal, mut¬ 
ton, or goat, or the flefli of horle, mare, mule, orafs, in any quantity 
exceeding five and not exceeding twenty pounds weight, fuch Negro 
or other Slave, upon due convidion thereof before any two nia- 
giftrates, fhail be whipped, in fuch manner as fuch magiftrates 
fhr.ll dired, not exceeding thirty-nine Lfhes j and if there fhail 
be found in his, her, or their cuflody or poffeflion a larger or 
greater quantity than twenty pounds weight of frefh beef, veal, 
mu-ton, or goat, or the fiefh of horff, mare, orafs, and fuch Slave 
fhail not give a fatisfadory account how he or fhe became pof- 
feffed of fuch meat, that then fuch Negro or other Slave, upon 
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convidion thereof, (hall fufFer fuch punifhment as the faid two 
juftices fhall think proper to dired, not extending to life, or im- 
prifonment for life. 

44. And be it further enaded by the authority aforefaid, That if 
any Negro or other Slave fhall, after the firft day of January aforefaid, 
fteal any fuch horned cattle, fheep, goat, horfe, mule, or afs, or fhall 
kill any fuch horned cattle, fheep, goat, horfe, mare, mule, or afs, 
with intent to fteal the whole carcafe of any fuch horned cattle, 
fheep, goat, horfe, mule, or afs, or any part of the flefh thereof, fuch 
Negro or other Slave fhall, on convidion thereof, fuffer death, or 
fuch other punifhment as the court fhall think proper to infiid. 

45. And whereas it is neceflary to declare how and in what 
manner Slaves fhall be tried for the feveral crimes which they may 
hereafter commit; be it enaded by the authority aforefaid, That 
from and after the firft day of January aforefaid, upon complaint 
made to any juftice of the peace of any felony, burglary, robbery, 
burning of houfes, cane pieces, rebellious confpiracies, compaffing 
or imagining the death of any White perfon or perfons, or any 
other offence whatfoever committed by any Slave or Slaves, that 
fhall fubjed fuch Slave or Slaves to fuffer death or confinement 
to hard labour for life, fuch juftice fhall iffue out his warrant for 
apprehending fuch offender cr offenders, and for all perfons to be 
brought before him, or any juftice of the peace, that can give 
evidence of Slaves againft one another, in this and all other cafes 
fhall be received; and if, upon examination, it appears probable 
that the Slave or Slaves apprehended is or are guilty, the juftice be- 
f re whom fuch examination fhall be had and taken, fhall commit 
him, her, or them to prifon, and bind over the witnefles to appear 
at a certain day, not lefs than ten days from the day on which the 
complaint fhall be made, and at the place where the Quarter- 
feflions are ufually held; and where there are no Quarter lefiions 
held, at the place where the parochial bufinefs is ufually tranfaded; 
and fhall certify to two other juftices of the peace the caufe of 
fuch commitment, and require them, by virtue of this ad, to af- 
fociate themfelves to him, which fuch iullicts aie hereby feve- 
rally required to do, under the penalty of twenty pounds for every 
negled or refufal; and the faid juflices fo affociated, fhall iffue 
out their warrant to fummon twelve perfons, fuch as are ufually 
wanted and impannelltd to ferve on juries (the mafier, owner, or 
proprietor of the Slave or Slaves fo complained of, or the attorney, 
guardian, truftee, cverfeer, or book-keeper of fuch mafter, owner, 
or proprietor, or the pcrlon profecuting, his or her attorney, guar- 
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dian, truftee, ovetfeer, or book-keeper always excepted), personally 
to be and appear before the faid juftices, at the day and place 
aforefaid, to be expreffed in fuch warrant, and between the hours 
of eight and twelve in the forenoon; when and where the fa d 
perfons fo warned are hereby feverally required to attend, under 
the penalty of five pounds, and when and where the faid juftices 
fhall caufe the faid Slave or Slaves fo complainel of to be brought 
before them j and thereupon nine of the faid perfons fo fummoned 
as aforefaid, Shall compofe a jury to try the faid Slave or Slaves, 
and fhall by the faid juftices be fwom to try the matter before 
them, and to give a true verdidt according to evidence; and the 
charge or accufation being read, which fhall be deemed valid, if 
fufficient in fubftance, if the faid jurors fhall, upon hearing the 
evidence, unanimoufly find the faid Slave or Slaves guilty of the 
offence wherewith lie, fhe, or they ftand charged, the laid juftices 
fhall give fentence of death, without benefit of clergy, or confine¬ 
ment to hard labour for* life, or for any limited time, according 
•to the nature of the offence, and fhall caufe fuch fentence to be 
carried into execution, and at fuch time and place as they fhall 
think proper (women with child only excepted), whofe execution 
fhall be refpited until after delivery: Provided always neverthelefs. 
That at every court of Quarter-feflions held in each and every parifh or 
precindt within this ifland, the juftices there aflembled, fhall and may, 
after the ufual bufinefs of the faid court fhall be done, form themfelves 
into a court, for the purpofe of inquiring into, hearing and deter¬ 
mining all manner of offences, for which any Slave or Slaves arc 
liable to be punifhed w.th death or confinement to hard labour for 
life, and fhall open the faid court by proclamation, declaring the 
fame to be a Slave court for fuch purpofe, and fhall thereupon, on 
the like charge in writing, and in like manner in all other re- 
fpedts, as the three juftices affociated and met as herein-before men¬ 
tioned are by this adt diredted to proceed in the trial of Slaves for 
fuch offences, proceed to try and deliver the gaol or workhoufe 
within the ftid parifh or precindt, of all and every Slave and Slaves 
who ft.all or may then be in the cuftody of the marfhal or keeper 
of the workhoufe, within each and every parifh or precindt as afore¬ 
faid, and fhall forthwith caufe a jury, confifting of nine jurors, to be 
called and taken from the panel returned to the faid court of Quarter- 
feffiens, and fhall cau e them to be feverally fworn as they fhall 
appear, to try all and every fuch Slave and Slaves as fhall be brought 
before them, charged with any fuch offences as aforefaid, and a 
true verdidt give according to evidence, as in other cafes. 


46. And 
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46. And be it further enadted by the authority aforefaid. That 
all and every jurors who fhall be returned to ferve as jurors at the 
Quarter-fefiions to be holden as aforefaid, are hereby required, 
under the penalty of five pounds, to be and appear at the faid Slave 
court, fo to be formed and holden as aforefaid, and to ferve as 
jurors thereon as they fhall refpedtively be called : Provided alfo. 
That nothing in this adt contained fhall hinder or prevent the faid 
juftices upon any fuch trial where any Slave or Slaves fhall be con¬ 
demned to die, from refpiting the execution of fuch fentence for 
any term not exceeding thirty days, or until the p'eafure of the com¬ 
mander in chief fhall be known, in cafe proper caufe fhall appear 
to them for fo doing ; and that if the jury upon any fuch trial fhall 
apply to the faid juftices, to fufpend the execution of any fentence 
until the pleafure of the commander in chief is known, the faid 
juftides fhall be obliged to fufpend the fame for thirty days, except 
in cafes of trial of any Slave or Slaves convicted of adtual rebellion } 
in all which cafes the faid juftices fhall, if they think it expedient, 
order the fentence pafled on fuch Slave or Slaves to be carried into 
immediate execution. 

47. And be it further enadted, That not lefs than three juftices 
fhall conflitute a court for the trial of any Slave or Slaves, for any 
crime or offence that fhall lubjedt fuch Slave or Slaves to fuffer 
death or confinement to hard labour for life; and that, upon all fuch 
trials, no peremptory challenges of any of the faid jurors, or any 
exception to the form of the indidtrnent, fhall be allowed. 

48. And be it further enadted by the authority aforefaid. That 
in all cafes where the punifhment of death is inflidled, the execution 
fhall be performed in a public part of the parifh, and with due fo- 
lemnity; and care fhall be taken by the gaoler or deputy marfhal, 
that the criminal is free from intoxication at the time of his trial, 
and from thence to and at the time of his execution, under the pe¬ 
nalty of five pounds ; and the mode of fuch execution fhall be 
hanging by the neck, and no other, and the body fhall be after¬ 
wards difpofed of in fuch manner as the court fhall diredt; and 
provided alfo, that where feveral Slaves are capitally convidted for 
the fame offence, one only fhall fuffer death, except in cafes of mur¬ 
der or rebellion. 

49. And be it further enadted by the authority aforefaid, That 
in cafe any Slave or Slaves fhall wilfully, and with evil intent, 
give falfe evidence on any trial had under this adt, luch Slave or 
Slaves being thereof convidted, fhall fuffer the fame punilliment as 
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the perfon or perfons, on whofe trial fuch falfe evidence was given, 
would, if convided, have been liable to luffer. 

50. And be it further enaded by the authority aforef-id, That 
if any free Negro, Mularo, or Indian, (hall hereafter knowingly 
luffer any unlawful affembly of Slaves at his or her houfe or fettle- 
ment, every fuch free Negro, Mulatto, or Indian, {hall, upon due 
convidion thereof, fuffer imprifonment, not exceeding fix months; 
provided neverthelefs, that information thereof fiiall be given on 
oath, within five days of fuch unlawful meetings. 

51. And be it further enaded bvthe authority afore laid. That a re¬ 
cord (hall be entered up of all proceedings on the trials of Slaves, for 
any crime that fhall fnbjed any Slave or Slaves to fuffer death or con¬ 
finement to hard labour for life, in a book kept for that purpofe by 
the cleik of ihe peace, or his lawful deputy, of the precind ; who 
is hereby obliged to attend all fuch trials, and to record the pro¬ 
ceedings within thirty days after fuch trial, under the penalty of 
twenty pounds for each negled; and helhall be entitled to receive from 
the churchwarden of fuch parifli, the fum of two pounds fifteen 
{hillings, and no more, for attending each trial, entering up the re¬ 
cord, and any ether bufinefs incidental thereto; and further, that 
the deputy marfiial f r the faid parin’ 1 , or lome proper perfon aiding 
under him, fiiall Jfo be obliged to attend fuch trial, under the fame 
penalty of twenty pounds for each negled ; and th t he fiiall be en¬ 
titled to rtceive from the churchwar t ens of luch parifh fony {hil¬ 
lings for attending at the trial and execution of fuch offender as 
fliail be condemned to die, and no more. 

52. And be it further enaded by he authority af irefaid, That in 
all trials of any Slave or Slaves under this ad, fufficient notice of 
fuch trial {hall he firft given to the owner, proprietor, or poffeffor 
of fuch Slave or Slaves, his, her, or their lawful attorney or attor¬ 
neys, or other reprefentative or reprefentatives ; any law, cufiom, or 
ufage to the contrary notwithfianding. 

53. And be it further ernded by the authority aforefaid, That in 
-all cales where any Slave or Slaves {hall be put upon his, her, o«* 
their trial, and fiiall be femenced to die, or to hard labour during 
life in any of ihe workiioufes of this iiland, the court, at the rime of 
t ying fuch Slave or Slaves, fii 11 alio inquire what fum or fums of 
money fuch owner, p oprietor, or employer of the fa : d Slave or 
Slaves, ought to receive for luch Slave or Slaves, and cert fv the fame, 
fo that the fum or fums of money do not exceed the fum of forty 
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pounds for each Slave executed, or fentenced to hard labour daring- 
life as aforefaid. 

• 

54. And be it further enafled by the authority aforefaid. That in 
all cafes where any Slave or Slaves fhail be brought to trial, and 
fhall be valued according to the direction of this adf, fuch Slave or 
Slaves fhall be paid fcr by the receiver general of this ifland, out 
of any monies in the.hands unappropriated. 

55. And be it enacted by the authority aforefaid. That if any 
Slave or Slaves tranfp irted off this ifland under any former a<£f for 
any fault or crime, fhall at any time wilfully return, upon com¬ 
plaint made to any one juftice of the peace, the faid juffices, upon 
view of the record, and the identity of the faid Slave being proved, 
he is hereby empowered and required, under the penalty of fifty 
pounds, immediately to ifibe out a warrant under his hand and 
feal, to any marfhal or conftable, forthwith to apprehend the faid 
Slave or Slaves fo returning, and commit them to any of the work- 
hotifes in this ifland, there to be confined to hard labour for life. 

56. Amd whereas there are many inferior crimes and mifde- 
meanors committed by Slaves which ought to be punifhed in a 
fummary manner by order of the magiftrates, be it therefore 
enacted by the authority aforefaid, That from and after the firft day 
of January aforefaid, it fhall and may be lawful for any two juffices 
of the peace, to hear and determine, in a fummary manner, all fuch 
crimes and mifdemeanorS, giving fufficient notice to the owner or 
proprietor of fuch Slave or Slaves, or his or her attorney or attor- 
nies, cr the perfon having the care of fuch Slave or Slaves, cf the 
time and place of trial, and to order and diredt fuch punii'hment to 
be inflidted on them as fuch juffices in their judgment fhall think 
fit, not exceeding fifty Lfhes, or fix months confinement to hard 
labour, the expence of which trial fhall not exceed ten fhillings to 
the confiable, and fhall be paid by the matter, owner, or employer 
of fuch Slave or Slaves j and in cafe fuch matter, owner, or em¬ 
ployer of fuch Slave or Slaves, fhall refufe or negledt to pay fuch 
expences, it fhall and may be lawful for the faid juffices, or either 
of them, to iflue his or their warrant under his or their hand and 
feal, directed to any conttable for levying the fame on the goods and 
chattels of fuch matter, owner, or employer, and to fell the fame at 
public outcry for the purpofe of paying fuch expences, together 
with the charges attending the granting and executing fuch war¬ 
rant and fale of goods and chattels, returning the overplus, if any, 
to the owner thereof. 

O 57. And 
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57. And whereas great advantages have arifen to the commu¬ 
nity from the eftabliftiment of workhoufes in the refpeftive parifhes 
in this ifland, for the reception of runaway and other Slaves; and 
whereas there are now many fuch Slaves in the pofleflion of the 
provoft marfhal, or his lawful deputies, who might be employed in 
workhoufes in this ifland to great advantage; be it therefore en¬ 
acted by the authority aforefaid, That from and after the firfl: day of 
January next, it fliall and may be lawful for the governors and 
guardians of the refpeftive workhoufes in this ifland, if to them it 
lhall feem meet, to demand and receive from the provoft marfhal, 
or his lawful deputies, all or any of the runaway Negroes or other 
Slaves in his or their pofleflion, or that may hereafter come into 
his or their cuftody or pofleflion, upon the faid governors or guar¬ 
dians, paying unto the provoft marfhal, or his lawful deputies, the 
full amount of the fees, and other contingent charges attending the 
laid runaway Slaves during the time of their being committed to 
gaol, agreeable to this or any former aft; and the provoft mar- 
flial, and his lawful deputies, fhall comply with fuch requifitions, 
under the penalty of fifty pounds. 

58. And be it enafted by the authority aforefaid. That whenever 
any Slave or Slaves fliall be lcntenced to a workhoufe for any time 
exceeding fix months, and fhort of confinement for life, the juftices 
fliall value the time for which the faid Slave or Slaves fliall be fen- 
tenced to the workhoufe, at a rate not exceeding five pounds per 
annum, for fo long as the faid Slave or Slaves may live; which faid 
value fhall be paid to the proprietor or proprietors of fuch Slave or 
Slaves, by the church-wardens of the parifli where the workhoufe is 
fituated, or to which the faid Slave or Slaves fhall be fentenced to 
confinement; and the owner or owners of fuch Slave or Slaves, or of 
any Slave to be confined for fix months, or any fliorter time, fhall 
not be liable to pay any fees for the time fuch Slave or Slaves fliall be 
confined. 

5g. And be it further enafted by the authority aforefaid. That 
no runaway fhall, on any account, be committed to gaol by any tna- 
giftrate of a parifli where there is any workhoufe eftabliflied, but to 
fuch workhoufe only. 

60. And whereas the permitting and fuffering Negro and other 
Slaves to keep horfes, mares, mules, afles, or geldings, is at¬ 
tended with many and great mifehiefs to the ifland in general; in or¬ 
der therefore to remedy the fame, be it further enafted by the au¬ 
thority aforefaid. That on or before the firfl day okjanuary aforefaid, 
the mafter, owner, proprietor, attorney, guardian, executor, admi- 

niftrator. 
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niftrator, or other perfon in pofleflion of every plantation or p:n irt* 
this ifland, having on any fuch plantation or pen, any horfe, mare, 
mule, or gelding, the reputed property of any Slave or Slaves, knowing 
the fame to be fuch, fhall caufethem to be taken up, and (hall pro¬ 
duce them at the tnoft public place in the parifh where taken up, at 
fuch time as thejuftices and veltry fhall, bv advertifement in the pub¬ 
lic newfpapers, appoint for that purpofe; and that fuch horfes, mares, 
mules, and geldings, be then and there fold and difpofed of at public 
outcry ; and if any matter, owner, proprietor, attorney, guardian, 
executor, adminiftrator, or other perfon as aforefaid, fhall negiedl or 
refufe fo doing, each and every of them fhall, for every negiedl or 
refufal, refpedtively forfeit the ium of twenty pounds, to be recover¬ 
ed in a fummary manner before any two juftices of the peace lor the 
parifh or precindt where fuch negiedl or refufal fhall happen, by the 
oath of one or more credible witnefs or witneffes ; which penalty 
fhall be, one moiety to the ufe of the poor of the parifh, and the other 
moiety to the perfon complaining. 


61. And be it further enadted by the authority aforefaid, That ^ na 0 1 | y s °I’ v °^ ne ”’ 
from and after the firft day of January aforefaid, no matter, owner, m - ui ° ng them* to* " 
proprietor, attorney, guardian, executor, adminittrator, or other per- keep horfes, &c. cm 
ion in pofleflion of any plantation, pen, or fettlement, fhall know- P Iantatl0ns > 
ingly permit or fuffer any Slave or Slaves to keep on fuch planta¬ 
tion, pen, or fettlement, any horfe, mare, mule, or gelding; and 
in cafe of fo doing fhall, for every offence* forfeit the fum of twenty 
pounds, to be recovered in manner aforefaid. * 


62. And be it further enadted by the authority aforefaid, That Perfons giving In an 
every matter, owner, proprietor, attorney, guardian, executor, ad- 
miniftrator, or other perfons, at the refpedtive times of their giving that none of which 
in an account of their Slaves and ftock to the juftices and veftry, belongs toany 
fhall alfo make oath that none of the faid horfes, mares, mules, or 55 ave ‘ 
geldings fo given in do belong to any Negro or other Slave; and 
that fueh perfon fo giving in, or his, her, or their employer or em¬ 
ployers, hath not, nor have, in his, her, or their pofleflion, to his, 
her, or their knowledge or belief, any horfe, mare, mule, or 
gelding, belonging to, or reputed to belong to any Slave or Slaves; 
and in cafe any perfon or perfons fhall negiedl or refufe fo to do, 
every perfon fo negledting or refufing lhall, for every offence, for¬ 
feit the fum of twenty pounds, to be recovered in the fummary 
manner, and to be difpofed of as herein-before mentioned. 


63. And be it further enadted by the authority aforefaid, That Slaves not allowed 
from and after the firft day of January aforefaid, no Negro or other t°purchafe horfes. 
Slave in this ifland, (hall purchale or buy any horfe, mare, mule, or 

gelding. 
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gelding, under the penalty of forfeiting fuch horfe, mare, mule, or 
gelding,^ and to be difpofed of as herein-before-mentioned ; and if 
any perlon vvha foever (bail fell or give any horie, mare, mule, or 
gelding, to any Negro or other Slave, or to any peifon in truft for 
iuch Negro or oilier Slave, every ft;ch perfon thill for every fuch 
horfe, mare, mule, or gelding, fo fold or given, forfeit the fum of 
twenty pounds; and every peifon who 111 11 purcliafe, or be con¬ 
cerned in the purcliafe of any horfe, mare, mule, or gelding in 
truft for any Negro or other Slave, ftiall forfeit the Ann of twenty 
pounds; which laid penalties tliall be recovered in the fame lum- 
mary manner, and difpofed of as herein-before mentioned; any law, 
cuftom, or ufage to the contrary in any wife not with (landing. 

64. And be it further enadted by the authority aforefaid. When¬ 
ever a warrant ftiall be granted by one or more of his Majefty’s juf- 
t ces cf the peace againft any Slave, if the faid Slave cannot be im¬ 
mediately taken on the faid warrant, the owner, pofleffor, attorney, 
guardian, or overfeer of fuch Slave fha’.l be ferved with a copy of the 
laid warrant; and if lie, ftie, or they do not carry the faid Slave be¬ 
fore a magiftrate, to be dealt with according to law, on the faid war¬ 
rant, and if it lhall be afterwards proved that the owner, poflefibr, 
attorney, guardian, or cverlecr of fuch Slave, wilfully detained or 
concealed laid Slave, he, flic, or they ftiall forfeit the fum of one 
hundred pounds. 

65. And whereas fcveral Slaves have lately found means to defect 
from their owners, and depart from this ifland, to the great damage 
of fuch owners, in evil example to other Slaves, who may thereby 
be induced to attempt or ccnfpire to do thq fame; and whereas there 
is reafon to lulpedt that fuch Slaves have been aided and aftifted in 
Inch efcape and departure by other perfons, and there is not any 
adequate punilhmetit provided bylaw for fuch defertion and depar¬ 
ture, or attempting or confpiring to defert and depart this ifland, or 
for perfons aiding, aflifting, or abetting fuch deferts; for remedy 
whereof, be it further enacted by the authority aforefaid, That from 
and after the firft day of January aforefaid, if any Slave lhall run 
away from his, her, or their owner or owners,employer or employers, 
and go off, or confpire or attempt to go off tills ifland in any fli p’ 
boar, canoe, or other vcfl'el or craft vvhatfoever, or be aiding’ 
abetting, or aflifting to any other Slave or Slaves in fuch goiirn- < 5 ff 
this ifland, he, fhe, or they, fo running and going off, or confpiri-w or 
attempting to go oft, or lo aiding, aflifting, or abetting in fuch goino- 
off, (being duly convidtcd before the Quarter Sellions,) lhall fufter 
death, or fuch punifliment as the faid court ftiall think proper to 
diredb. 
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66 . And 
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66 . And be it further ena&ed by the authority aforefaid, That Penalty on free 
if any Negro, Mulatto, or Indian, or free condition, lhall on or £? ople for afffting 
after the firft day of January aforelaid, knowingly be aiding, affift- Slfl«d. 80 “ Edr 
ing, or abetting any Slave or Slaves in going off this ifland, and 

fhall be convidfed thereof, either in the Supreme Court, or in any 
of the Aflize Courts of this ifland, fuch Negro, Mulatto, or Indian, 
or free condition, fhall be forthwith tranfported off this ifland 
by the provofl: marfhal-general, or his lawful deputy, into whole 
cuflody fuch perfon or perfons fhall be committed ; and if fuch 
perfon or perfons fo convi&ed, fentenced, and tranfported, fhall af¬ 
terwards be found at large in this ifland, he, fhe, or they, being 
thereof convidted before the Supreme Court of Judicature or Courts 
of Afiize in this ifland, lhall fuffar death. 

67. And be it further enadted by the authority aforefaid. That if Penalty on white 
ary White perlon or perfons fhall knowingly be aiding, affiflinr or P er! ° n3 f° r aiding 
abelting any Slave or Slaves, in going off this ifland, he, (he,’ or 

they being convidted thereof by bill, plaint, or information in the Su¬ 
preme Court of Judicature, or Courts of Aflize, fhall forfeit the fum 
of one hundred pounds for each Slave; one moiety whereof fhall 
be to our fovereign lord the King, his heirs and fucceffors, for and 
towards the fupport of the government of this ifland and the con¬ 
tingent charges thereof, and the other moiety to the party or 
parties at whofe fuit or complaint fuch perfon was convidted, and 
fhall alfo fuffer imprifonment, at the difcretion of the faid court, 
for any fpace of time not exceeding twelve months, without bail or 
mainprize. 

68. And be it further enadted by the authority aforefaid, That Perfons fo offending 
it fhall and may be lawful to proceed againfl the perfon or perfons w . be P rocce<icda - 
fo aiding, affifting, or abetting fuch Slave or Slaves in going off this ^ndpahWoJ 116 
“land, wnether the principal or principals be convidted or not; any conv i& e<d * 
thing in this or any other ad, law, cuftom, or ufage, to the con¬ 
trary notwithftanding. 


69. And whereas the overfeers of eftates in this ifland make a 
frequent practice of leaving the feveral eftates under their care and 
management, on the refpedtive feafons allowed for Negro holidays, 
whereby many dangerous meetings and pernicious pradtices are car¬ 
ried on; in order therefore to prevent the like for the future, be 
it enadhd by the authority aforefaid. That if any overfeer in this Overfeers not to 
ifland fhall abfent himftlf from the eftate under his care and ma- ,ea y e ' l'■ 113163 
nagement on any of the particular holidays hereinbefore-men- Neg7ohoii£7. ° n 
Honed to be allowed to Slaves, without leave of his employer, 

P every 
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«very fuch overfeer fo offending, fhall, for every offence, forfeit 
the fum of five pounds to be recovered by i nformation, upon oath, 
before any juftice of the peace, in a fummary way, in the parifh 
where fuch offence fhall happen ; any law, cuftom, or ufage to the 
contrary notwithstanding. 

70. And whereas many inconveniencies have arifen from 
Slaves going about this ifland, under the pretence of being free j 
in order to prevent the like for the future, be it enaded by the au- 
Free people to give thority aforefaid. That the juftices and veftry in each refpedive 

'nner'they" d P ari(}l within th * s >^ and ftall, within three months after the com- 
obtained freedom, mencement of this caufe diligent inquiry 10 be made within 

curded 7 ’ t0 be rc ' thei . r ref P edive pW'Aes, as to the number of Negroes, Mulattoes, or 
Indians of free condition, and caufe them to be warned to attend 
at their nex. meeting, and give an account of what manner they 
obtained their freedom, that their names, and manner of obtain¬ 
ing their freedom, may be regiffered in the veftry bocks of fuch 
parifhes; and that thofe not having certificates fhall receive a certi¬ 
ficate of their freedom from the clerks of fuch veffries relpedivcly ; 
whicli cenificate they are hereby obliged to have atreited under 
the hand and feal of the commander in chief for the time bein<\ 
within three months from the date thereof, under the penalty of 
fix weeks imprifonment in the workhoufe; which certificate fhall, 
by the commander in chief f r the time being, be fo attefted with¬ 
out fee or reward j and that fuch certificate of the freedom of any 
Negro, Mulatto, or Indian, as well thofe now free as thofe who 
inay hereafter become free, fhall by fuch free Negro, Mulatto, or 
Indian, be produced to the juftices and veftry on the twenty-fifth 
day of March in each year, or on the nrft veftry day after that 
day, to be by them infpedted, under the penalty of forty fhiilings 
Free people to carry Jn e£c ^ Negro, Mulatto, or Indian, for each negledl ■, which certifi- 
ahout them a certi- cate, fo to be attefted under the hand and feal of the commander 

badge of their'free- in , ch j; f as af< ? refaid > fu ' h Negroes, Mulattoes, or Indians, fhall, 
dom. and thc y a re hereby obliged coniiantly to carry about them, and 

fhall alfo be obliged to wear the badge of their freedom, under the 
penalty of ten pounds for every negled; free Negroes, Mulattoes, 
or Indians poflefled of a real eftate, or claiming any privileges or 
immunities, by virtue of any law of this ifland, excepted. ° 

7 '- 8e il farther crafted by the authority aforefaid. That 
as aforefaid, to fhew " any luch -Negro, Mulatto, or Indian, (hall negledt to attend the 
their right to free- veftry of each refpedtive parifh, as aforefaid, in order to fhew their 
cble! owpuni ' right to freedom, after having been warned five days at the leaft, 
ffuch warning to be attefted on oath by the perfon ferving the 

^ fame,) 
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•fame,) * /hall, on not fhewing fufficient caufe for his or her non-at- * Sic inorig. 
tendance, be, by warrant under the hand and feal of any one 
of his Majefty’s juftices of the peace where fuch offender refides 

taken up and committed to gaol for a fpace not exceeding one 
month. b 


Martial law not t 
prevent juftices, &£ 
doing their ciuty 
under this law. 


Slaves not to be mi 
tilated or maimed 
for any offence 
whatsoever. 


72. And be it further enacted by the authority aforefaid, That Expenceof 
if any Negro, Mulatto, or Indian, as aforefaid, fhall be obliged fear< \ hes f ° r r 
towards (he proof of freedom, to make fearch in purfuance ofrtiis 
aet, of his or her title, in any office of this ifland, the charge of the P arilh * 
uch fearch or fearches /hall be made good to him or her by the 
parilh where he or fhe refides. } 

• A,1 j be 11 furdler enadted by the authority aforefaid. That 
it mall and may be lawful for the juftices aforefaid, and they are 
hereby 1 equired to do their feveral and refpedive duties under this 
act, when martial law ffiall happen to be in force, as they might 
or ought to have done if martial law were not fubfifting; any law 
cultom, or ufage to the contrary thereof notwithrtanding. 

v <? 4 ii And be . u f u , rt J? er ena &ed by the authority aforefaid, That 
tt Ihaff not be lawful for any juftices of the peace, fitting on the 
tnal of any Slave or Slaves, or otherwise, to fentence or order any 
Jave to be mutilated or maimed for any offence vvhatfoever. * 

if 7 the tbe authority aforefaid, That Penalty on a.arfh.1. 

P r L oft-marflial, or any of his lawful deputies, or any law- and confta bles wil- 

ful conffable ffiall willingly or negligently fuffer any Slave or Slaves Slav^t?^ 
o efcape, who ffiall be committed to his or their cuftody, for any P 

o ence under this ad, fuch marffial or conftable who ffiall fuffer 
fueh efcape, ffiall xorreit the fum of fifty pounds to the owner of 
fuch Slave or Slaves, for every Slave fo efcaping. 

't aforefaid ' That 

, f b ' Save ffiall be allowed to hunt any cattle with lances, guns, 

horfes, mares, mules, or affes, in any part of this ifland, with &c * «« P t in the 

comSnf cf h U “l” ° ,h n inftrume " K of d «th, unlefsin the 
company of his or their maker, overleer, or fome other White 

1 by b,m or the ™ deputed, or by permiffion in writing ; 
and if any Negro or other Slave ffiall offend, contrary to the true 
intent and meaning of this ad, he or they being thereof convided 

prop™ m flla " fuffer r “ Ch “ «-ey fell think 

nc/mercbain faftor^f 1 * ena< ^ Ld hy the authority aforefaid. That Configners, fcc. of 
O mercnant, iador, fupercargo, or confignee of any cargo of SIaves ’ «> fell 

* fuch on ftupboard. 

Slaves, 
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Slaves, arriving in any of the ports of this ifland, (hall hereafter, 
under the penalty of one hundred pounds, expofe fuch cargo to 
fale on board the (hip or other veflel in which the fame is im¬ 
ported, but (hall procure or hire, or caufe to be procured or 
hired, a proper place or inclofure afhore, wherein the faid Slaves 
lhall be fold, taking care, as far as poffible, in the fale thereof, not 
to feparate the different branches of one and the fame family. 

78. And be it further enadted by the authority aforefaid. That 
all crimes committed by Slaves during the times the faid herein¬ 
before-mentioned adl, intituled, “An Adi to repeal Teveral Adis and 
ciaufes of Adis refpedling Slaves, and for the better Order and 
Government of Slaves, and for other Purpofes,” was in force, (hall 
be heard, tried, and determined, and fuch Slaves punifhed in fuch 
manner as was diredled by the faid recited adl, and as if the fame 
was now in full force; and for which purpofes only the faid recited 
adf fhail be coniidered as flill in force. 

79. And be it further enadled by the authority aforefaid, That 
all penalties in this adl mentioned, and not already declared how 
they (hall be recovered and applied, (hall, if not exceeding twenty 
pounds, be recovered in a fummary manner, before any two of his 
Majefty’s juftices of the peace, by diftrefs and fale of the offender’s 
goods and chattels; and if exceeding twenty pounds, to be reco¬ 
vered in the Supreme Court of Judicature of this ifland, or in either 
of the Courts of Aflize, by adlion of debt, bill, plaint, or informa¬ 
tion, wherein no efloin, protedlion, wager of law, or non vult 
ulterlus proftqui (hall be entered; one moiety of which penalties 
lhall be to our foveieign lord the King, his heirs and fuccelfors, 
for and towards the fupport of the government of this ifland, and 
the contingent charges thereof, and the other moiety to the in¬ 
former, or him, her, or them who (hall fue for the fame. 

80. And be it further enadled by the authority aforefaid. That 
this adl, and every claufe, matter, and thing therein contained, 
(hall continue and be in force from the firfl: day of January, which 
will be in the year of our Lord one thoufand feven hundred and 
eighty-nine, until the thirty-firfl day of December, which will be in 
the year of our Lord one thoufand feven hundred and ninety-one, 
.and no longer. 
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Die Jovis, 24 “ Maij 1792 . 


Slave Trade. 


How long upon the whole have you rcfided in the ifland of 
Jamaica ? 

I went to Jamaica in the year 1760, under the patronage of Mr. 
Dawkins, a very great proprietor in Jamaica j I was employed and 
appointed by him one of his attomies for conducting his property 
in the year 1761; and in the year 1763 I entered into a very large 
extenlive commerce in a houfe in Kingfton as a partner, which 
partnerfhip continued till the year 1769. 1 then purchafed a 

fugar eftate. In the year 1772, I was obliged to come to England 
for ill health. I returned in the year 1774. A number of adverfe 
circumftances and misfortunes obliged me to fell my eftate, after 
having brought it forward very much. After this I was princi¬ 
pally employed as an attorney for conducting the property of ab¬ 
sentees in Jamaica. In the year 1777 I returned to England upon 
particular bufinefs, and went to Jamaica in the year 177b. In that 
year Mr. Neville, the patentee of the piovoft marfhal general’s 
office in Jamaica, was pleafed to appoint me his deputy, to aCt 
and officiate in that office, which I entered upon in December 1779* 
In the year 1780 very ill health obliged me to return to England, 
.and I put my brother into the office to execute it in my room. I 
continued in England until January 1788, and arrived in Jamaica 
in February of that year. I refumed the execution of the office, 
and continued to execute it until the 16th of September laft, when 

CL ill 


T HE Order of the Day being read for taking into further Con- 
lideration the prefent State of the Trade to Africa, and parti¬ 
cularly the Trade in Slaves; and alfo for taking into Confideration 
the Nature, Extent, and Importance of the Sugar, Coffee, and Cot¬ 
ton Trade ; and the general State and Condition of the Weft India 
Iflands, and the Means of improving the fame; and for the Lords 
to be fummoned ; and for the feveral Petitioners to be heard by 
their Counlel at the Bar of the Houfe, in fupport of their Petitions 
againft the Abolition of the Slave Trade: 

Counfel were accordingly called in. 

Then LEWIS CUTHBERT Efquire, wa6 called in, and being 
fworn, was examined as follows: 
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ill health again obliged me to quit the ifland. During* my laft re¬ 
fidence in Jamaica I was very much engaged in planting concerns 
for gentlemen of this country, who were fo good to appoint me to 
take care of their property. 

What number of Negroes had you under your care and direction 
at the time when you laft quitted the ifland of Jamaica? 

I have not a correft lift of them, not expeding that I Should be 
called upon as evidence upon this occafion} and for the fame reafon 
I did not t ike with me many documents and vouchers that cer¬ 
tainly would have been of great ufe to me in the courfe of this exa¬ 
mination ; but to the beft of my remembrance and recolledion, I 
think the number was 2,300 or 2,400. 

On how many different eftates might this number of Negroes be 
employed ? 

Upon about eleven, I think; but I can name them, if neceflary; 
I think upon either eleven or twelve. 

During the whole of your refidence in Jamaica, have you made 
the management of plantations your particular ftudy ? 

Yes. 

Have you made the treatment and the management of Negroes 
the fubjedt of your particular attention ? 

A very few years experience as a planter convinced me that the 
fuccefs of all plantations depended principally upon an attention o 
Negroes, and the treating them with humanity, fo as to make them 
as contented as their lot and condition was poflible to be: and with 
refpedt to myfelf, I can with confidence fay, that I did exert myfelf 
upon all occafions from this principle of duty that I owed to my 
conftituents, independent of humanity, which I truft I have as much 
of as others concerned in the fame way. 

As far as your obfervation of the treatment of the Negroes 
throughout the whole ifland of Jamaica has been, is it in general 
Jiumane or other wife ? 

From my long refidence in Jamaica; from the number of concerns 
under my own particular direction; from a long acquaintance with 
moft of the great proprietors in the ifland ; from an intimate friend¬ 
ship with many of them, and alfo with the attornies employed for 
abfentees in this country, and particularly in refpedl of the office of 
provoft marfhal general; and having many relations in bufinefs in 
many of the parishes in the ifland of Jamaica, 1 can fpeak confi¬ 
dently upon this fubjedt. I think, that in every parifh in the ifland. 
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the Negroes generally are treated with great humanity. But it 
certainly has happened, and I have feen fome inftances ot unnecef- 
fary feverity and adts of cruelty, but thefe I think are but few ; and 
I. know particularly within thefe laft fifteen or twenty years, that 
any proprietor of a plantation whofe chara&er was notorious for ill- 
treating his Negroes, was held in deteffation by the community at 
large: the fame extended particularly to overfeers and managers; 
and I have myfelf, under my own concern, difcharged managers 
who were reckoned to be very fkilful planters, for no other reafon 
than fome inftances of unnecefiary feverity. 

Is the fituation of the Negroes upon the different eflates, as far 
as you have had opportunity to obferve it, in general comfortable or 
otherwife ? 

I think the fituation of Negroes upon eftates in general, if the 
Negroes are well dilpofed, mud be very comfortable; there are a 
number of ill difpofed Negroes upon every plantation, but more upon 
fome eftates than upon others. 

What is the ordinary quantity of labour which a Negro is re¬ 
quired to perform as to hours ? 

That differs: certainly in crop time the Negroes have lefs reft 
than at other times; but in general, out of crop, upon many calcu¬ 
lations that I have made with refpedl to thisqueftion, I think, that 
■on an average of the year, Negroes do not labour ten hours in the 
twenty-four. 

Is the labour., fuch as it is, the climate, and all other circum- 
ftances confidei ed, what they are capable of performing ? 

In general they certainly are not required to do more than they 
are capable of performing. I myfelf never knew any inftance of 
the contrary. 

Having faid, that they are called upon to perform more labour 
during the time of crop than at any other period, are they not in 
general more healthy during that time ? 

They certainly are; and I have often been very much furprifed 
at it. 

Do you know of a manager’s having been difcharged, in confe« 
quence of complaints made by Negroes to the owners, or to his 
attorney ? 

I know it—I know many inftances: I know that I have done it 
•myfelf; I mentioned it in anfwer to a former queftion. 

In what manner are the Negroes in general fed ? 

In general, Negroes upon plantations are very well fed, except in 
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cafes of provifions in the country being very fcarce by reafon of 
long droughts, fevere gales of wind, and variety of other calamities 
that affedt the provifions of the country.: On that account it happens 
Sometimes, that provifions are not to be had; and then Negroes muft 
certainly fuffer more or lefs with refpedt to provifions. Negroes 
upon plantations generally are fed from the grounds that they cul¬ 
tivate (and which are allotted to them by the owner or his agent), 
on the days that are allowed to them according to the law, or 
•as circutnltances may happen ; and in general thefe grounds produce 
-a great fuperfluity. After providing for their own wants on new 
eft ites, upon new fettlements, every proprietor, who ftudies his own 
iutereft, provides thefe grounds for the Negroes before any other 
object of cultivation—it precedes every other objedt. When new 
Negroes are brought upon eftates, they are fed by provifions dealt 
out to them by the managers and White people upon the eftates, 
from the lands on which provifions are railed for the general ufe of 
the plantation, independent of the grounds allotted to each indivi¬ 
dual Negro; and there is upon every eftate what is called a plant¬ 
ing-walk—the houfe-plantmg-walk. And behdes this, the law re¬ 
quires, th it there fhall be upon every eftate one acre ol ground, 
planted whh ground provifions, for every four Negroes, calculated 
to provide againft the dreadful effedts of hurricane?',-—!thefe ground 
provifions, particularly, not being lo fubjedt tobedcftroyed as plant¬ 
ing-walks and other provifions. In Jamaica there is a great dif¬ 
ference in the provifions of Negroes in the dry weather pariihes, 
particularly', near to Spanifh-Tovvn and Kingfton ; in the pariihes 
of Vere, the lower parts ol Clarendon, and Saint Dorothy s, the 
provifions for Negroes is generally Guinea-corn, which is a very 
hearty food, and thefe are all dry-weather pariihes; which makes 
it neceffary to deal out to the Negroes certain a’lowances of pro¬ 
vifions for about eight months in the year, independent of the pro¬ 
vifions that they raife upon their own particular grounds. 

Are the proprietors of eftates, or the attornies of thofe p oprie- 
4 ors, both in the cafe of old eftates and of eftates to be ftttled, in 
general attentive to the allotting thele laud 1 ' to the Negroes? 

I have faid that it precedes every other object. 

Is the land alotted to a Negro as much as he can cultivate, con¬ 
fidently with the other labour which it is incumbent upon him to 
perform ? 

On the generality of eftates, they have juft as much land given to 
them as they chufe. 
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They carry that fuperfluity to market anr* r 
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firft to Jamaica, and Tome years after, it was a common thing forNe- 
groes to have horfes, and I have known them fell fome colts at pretty 
good prices; but a law was pafied by the Legiflature, to prevent 
Negro Slaves from having horfes, becaufe it was fuppofed, and with 
re?fon, that on thfefe horfes they went to confiderable diftances, and 
frequently were fufpedted of going upon thofe occafions on intentions 
of infurredion; and as they are in general exceedingly fond of wan¬ 
dering from their eftates, it was thought proper to prevent their 
having horfes, to keep them from going to great diftances from their 
eftates: but, when that law took place, fuch Negroes as had horfes 
were permitted to fell them, and to appropriate what they fold for 
to their own ufe, without inquiry by the proprietor, or by any per- 
fon concerned for him. 

Having fpoken to the food and labour of the Negro; in what 
manner is he, in general, clothed and lodged ? 

He is generally clothed, always indeed once a year : Ofnaburgbs 
and coarle blanketing, or baize, with caps or hats; handkerchiefs, 
and fome other trifling matters of that kind, are dealt out to them 
every year: new Negroes are clothed oftener, and lo are children; 
and, upon the whole, I think that, with refpeft to clothing, they are 
as well fupplied as the climate renders neceflary. With refpeft to 
lodging, they have houfes which are, upon the whole, not uncom¬ 
fortable; and thefe houfes are either provided for them, built for 
them by the proprietor, or, as they are exceedingly fond of building 
their houfes themfelves, time is given to them to build them, and 
the materials generally brought upon the fpot for that purpofe. 

In what manner are the new Negroes, in general, treated, upon 
their firft coming upon the eftates; and firft as to the men ? 

The fifft thing is to clothe them: On their firft coming to the 
eftate they are lodged in the manager’s houfe, or in fome comfort¬ 
able place near it, and fed by mefies provided for them, by order of the 
manager, and under his own eye. After a little acquaintance with 
the eftate, they generally are put under the care of fome of the fen- 
fible Negroes upon the plantation, with whom they lodge, and ordi¬ 
narily eat the provifions that are dealt out to them from the ftores 
daily. The firft work they are put to is always very light and eafy; 
and, as foon as they can underftand any thing of their fituation, 
grounds are allotted for them; thefe grounds are formed and cleared 
for them; they are (hewn by the other Negroes how to cultivate 
them, and they have feeds and plants of every kind of provifions 
given to them: very great attention is paid to them for many months 
after their coming to the eftate, both as to food and every other cir- 
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cumftance, and fo it continues until they are confidered to be 
completely feafoned, and capable of taking care of themfelves. 
With refpett to the women, they generally are taken for wives by 
fome of the Negroes upon the eftate, who are always very glad to 
have them. 

Is care taken in general to make their fituation and condition as 
comfortable as pofiible ? 

Certainly it is. 

Having fpoken to the condition of the new Negro when firft 
imported, and to his work in the middle ftage of life, what be¬ 
comes of the fuperannuated Negro when he is no longer capable of 
work ? 

As foon as a Negro becomes weakly through age, he is employed 
upon very light work; they are very often put at gates of the dif¬ 
ferent cane-pieces and of the different inclofures, as watchmen j during 
which fome of them do little elfe than make bafkets, and others of 
them catch rats, or do any other fort of light work that may be 
wanting on the eftate; the fame allowance of clothing, provifion, 
and, in fhort, every thing elfe that is given to the aftive Negro i$ 
equally diftributed to them j and, if they are fortunate enough to 
have children, thefe children are certainly encouraged to pay every 
attention to them, and they frequently work their grounds for them. 
Upon the whole, a Negro in Jamaica that is paft labour, upon a well- 
managed eftate, is in a very comfortable fituation. 

But putting the cafe of a Negro abfolutely incapable of labour, is 
not the mafter, by the law of Jamaica, bound equally to fupply him 
with all the neceffaries of life as if he was capable of labour ? 

The law requires it, but the intereft of the proprietor requires it 
alfo j and were any Negro of that defeription to be deferted, or ill- 
treated, it would be the occafion of difpiriting the Negroes upon the 
eftate generally. 

Are you acquainted with the ftate of the Negro population ? 

I certainly hive paid very great attention to Negro population for 
many years paft, and I have converfed on the fubjedl very much 
with all the gentlemen of my acquaintance concerned in the planta¬ 
tion line. 

Have you alfo, from the nature of your office as provoft marfhal, 
had opportunities to afeertain what that ftate of population is? 

M y office as provoft marfhal did certainly afford me many oppor¬ 
tunities of obferving the decreafe of Negroes, particularly in the cafes 
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In the year 1788, 
17,000 Negroes 
were given in at 
veftry, in the parifti 
of Clarendon, but 
only 14,700 were 
aflefled to the poll- 
tax, the number of 


of mortgaged eftates, when foreclofures and confequent Tales of fuch 
eftates took place; I have known feveral inftances of eftates fold by 
foreclofure on mortgages which had exifted thirty and forty years. 
It is almoft univerfal, in all mortgages, either to infeit the names of 
the Negroes upon the eftate fo mortgaged, in the body of the mort- 
males and females, or a fchedule of their names is annexed— 
either the one or the other. The Negroes fecured under the mort- 
continue fubjedt to the mortgage, and the iflue of the females. 
I have known an eftate where two hundred Negroes have been 
mortgaged by names, and when they have come to fale have been 
reduced, after twenty-five or thirty years, or thirty-five or forty years, 
under a hundred ; and I am forry to fay, that this obfervation was 
without exception. 

Generally fpeaking, are the births throughout the ifland eaual to 
the deaths of the Negroes ? 4 

They certainly are not. 

/ 

Have you made any calculation which will enable you to ftatc 
what is the decreafe, or in what proportion the deaths exceed the 
births? 

I have prepared a ftatement to the beft of my knowledge and 
ability, taken from the only certain data that 1 could go upon, 
which, with permiflion, I beg leave to tender as part of my evi¬ 
dence. 1 

Then the Witnefs produced a Paper, which he read; after which 
the fame was delivered in; and is as follows: 


Calculation to afeertain the Decreafe of Negroes in 
Jamaica from the Year 1768 to 1787. 

“ In order to compute the increafe or decreafe of the Negroes in 
Jamaica, we have no data fo fimple, fo intelligible, and fo certain as 
the tax-roll. The poll-tax is and has heen for many years one of 
the eftablilhed annual funds of that country. Such of the owners 
of Negroes as pofilfs only a certain fmall and limited number are 
exempted from the payment of the tax ; and their Negroes are left 
out of the tax lift. The lift, therefore, although it does not ftiew 
the whole number of Negroes actually on the ifland; yet as the 
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exemption is uniform, and cannot affeft the lift much more at one 
period than another, fo the rolls afford a fair, reafonable, and fuffi- 
cient ground of computation. 


The periods at which the computations in refpedt 
to Jamaica have been taken are, 1768, when the 
tax roll number was 
1774, when it was 
1787, when it was 


167,000 

192,787 

210,894 


1768 

1774 

1787 


Or in round numbers. 


The number of Negroes imported and retained in 
the ifland during the firft period of fix years 
(1769 to 17:4) 41,038 

The number imported and retained during the fe- 
cond period of thirteen years (1774 to 1787) 


exempts, therefore, 
yvasaboutfg, and it 
is believed that the 
number of exempts, 
on the whole ifland, 
are nearly in that 
proportion, or * of 
the number aflefled. 
Thenumberaflefled 

in 1788, was 

210,4.08 

Add ex¬ 
empts, }> 30,058 


7 > 


J 


167,000 

193,000 

211,000 

In round Numbers. 

41,000 

88,000 


Makes 2,404,6 66 
Which exaftly a- 
grees with the Af- 
fembly Report, Oc¬ 
tober 1788, which 
Hates the wholepo¬ 
pulation 31240,000. 


On thefe Ample data the calculation is eafily and perfpicuouflv 
made, viz. r r 7 


FIRST SERIES* 


The tax-roll number was - _ rfy 000 

Add the number imported and retained from De¬ 
cember 1769 to December 1774 * s years 41,000 


Year 1761?* 


The tax-roll number was _ 

Decreafe in fix years, is - _ 

Is at the rate of 2500 per annum. 

Medium number in the fix years 180,000. 

The decreafe computed on the medium number 

s 1 tVti or a very little more than 1 ' per cent, 
per annum. 


208,000 

193,000 

15.000 


Year 1774. 
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Year 1774. 


Year 1787, ? 
December 5 
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SECOND SERIES. 


The tax-roll number was - “ 193,000 

Add the number imported and retained from De- 

cember 1774 to December 1787, is thirteen years 88,000 

281,000 

The tax number was » ** 211,000 


Decreafe in thirteen years 
is at the rate of 5400 per annum. 

Medium number in the thirteen years 
The decreafe computed on the medium number is 
2 r t a trifle more than 2~ per cent, per 
annum. 

Medium number of the whole nineteen years - 

The diminution in the whole nineteen years - 85,000 

This is equal 4474 annually, 2.^, or very little more than 2 4 
per cent, on the medium number of the tax-rolls. 


70,000 
202,000 * 


Admitting that of the 70,000 decreafe in the laft thirteen year 5 , 
7,000 fhould be confidered as an extra mortality, occafioncd by the 
icarcity of provifions prevailing between December 1780 an J a ~ 
ntiary 1786; then the decreafe by ordinary mortality would be 
only 63,000, which is 4,846 per annum. 

According to which ftatement, the decreafe on the medium num¬ 
ber, taken in thefe thirteen years, (viz. 202, coo,) will be found to 
be 24 per cent, per annum. 

Or, 

Admitting that of the 70,000 decreafe aforefaid, the extra mor¬ 
tality was (as the Report of Affembly reprefents it) 15,000 Negroes; ■ 

Then the decreafe by ordinary mortality, for the laft thirteen 
years, would be only 55> 000 » 

Which is 4,230 per annum. According to which, the average 
decreale taken on the medium number (202,000) will be. found 
to be about 2 T V per cent, per annum. 

N. B. The average of the three refults taken on the different 
modes of computation on the laft thirteen years is 2 T 3 0 9 o* 

o Then 
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Then the Witnefs was aflced, 

To what caufes do you impute the decreafe of which you have 
been (peaking? 

Firft, to the inequality of the fexes, which is confiderable on many 
eftates. Next, to the difiblute manners and lives of the Negroes, par¬ 
ticularly to the promifcuous intercourfe, efpecially of the females, 
at a very early period of life j and their difliking, while they have 
any attractions left, to make any lafting attachments with the Negro 
men, and often procuring abortions. This promifcuous intercourfe 
never fails to be followed by dreadful venereal difeafes, which make 
great havock among the Negroes j I am convinced as much as any 
other caufe whatever. A number of the infants born, die within- 
the fourteenth day after their birth, by the tetanus, or locked jaw: 
the children are fubjeCt to worms, much more I believe than in 
European countries; the yaws, a difeafe peculiar to Negroes, is the 
caufe of the death of a great number, more particularly of the new 
Negroes. The young Negro men are exceedingly fond of rambling 
out at night, inftead of taking reft j and many fevers and other dif- 
eafes are contracted and got at thefe rambles: thefe ai e the caufes 
generally to which I attribute the great decreafe of Negroes. 

Can you ftate with any accuracy what is the inequality between 
the fexes ? 

I certainly cannot with accuracy j but I remember the calculation 
made by the Aflembly at Jamaica was a proportion of 140,000 to 
1 io,coo } but 1 believe that that calculation was rather hypothecs 
than any thing certain. 

(By a Lord.) Is there any diftinCtion taken upon the tax-rolls as 
to males and females ? 

No. 

The tax is the fame upon both ? 

The tax is the fame upon both, upon all Negro Slaves. 

(By Counfel.) Having fpoken of thefe night rambles to which - 
the Negroes are fo much addiCted, whether in Jamaica the nights 
are not far lefs falubrious than the day-time for the Negroes ? 

They certainly are for the Negroes, as they are much colder, and 
that very heavy dews fall; and heat feems—indeed I am certain that 
heat agrees infinitely better with the conffitution of the Negroes 
than cold. 

Would the attempt to put an end to the promifcuous intercourfe, 
by confining one woman to one man, be practicable, if made by the 
owner in the ftate of fociety there ? 


I think 
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I think it would be morally impoflible in the prefent fituation; 
and I believe that the Negro would confider any reftraint upon his 
inclinations in this refpeft, fo as to compel him to make any choice 
to take any woman the proprietor might think proper, and to be 
compelled to continue to live with her, the greateft tyranny that 
could be inflicted upon him. 

The queftion was—Whether confining one woman to one man 
would be looked upon as an article of tyranny ? You have ftated, that 
confining a man to a woman who was the choice of the proprietor 
would be fo confidered j but, fuppofe it were left to his own choice,. 
would confining him to the woman he chofe himfelf be looked 
upon in the fame light ? 

Not in fo great a degree, certainly, in the one cafe as in the other; 
but I am of opinion, that in the laft cafe the Negro would confider 
it as a great hardfhip. 

Having fpecified the various caufes of the great mortality of 
which you have fpoken, whether in cafes of difeafes in general the 
Negroes are not treated with proper medical /kill, and have ad- 
miniftered to them what the ftate of ficknefs requires ? 

In that refpedt very great attention is given, and improvements- 
have been, within my knowledge, made within thefe fifteen or twen¬ 
ty years, by which hofpitals upon plantations are in general fuited? 
for the purpofes of fick Negroes, in all refpedts not fhort of the 
conveniencies of hofpitals in any European countries j and I beg 
leave to mention one inftance of a gentleman now in Jamaica, a 
Dr. Naifmith, who was many years a very eminent phyfician in 
Kingfton, and who afterwards purchafed a large fugar plantation. 
He built an hofpital upon a plan of his own, which plan he com¬ 
municated to all his neighbours in that part of the country : it has 
been univerfelly followed. There is a medical man, a furgeon, ap¬ 
pointed to attend every plantation, and on many eftates there are re- 
lident furgeons ; but upon all eftates furgeons are required to vifit 
twice or thrice a week, and oftener as occafion requires: there are 
proper perfons placed in thefe hofpitals to attend the fick Negroes, 
and different apartments for different difeafes ; animal food, and 
everything elfe that may be recommended by the dodor, is provided 
for them. 

(By a Lord.) Are there diftindt hofpitals upon each eftate re¬ 
flectively ? 

Yes. 


And 
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And are they kept at the expence of the private proprietor of 
each eftate, or at the txpence of the public ? 

They are kept by the private proprietors entirely. 

All of them ? 

Yes; all of them ; none by the public, except in the towns. 

(By Counfel.) In what manner are the Negro women, during 
thei. pregnancy, treated by the owners of the eftates to which they 
belong ? 

Whenever pregnancy becomes vifible, the Negro woman is not 
th en required to do fo much work; and within two months of 
delivery they are required to do no more work of any kind than what 
is confidered to be neceflary for their health. 

Is there any other punilhment ir.fli&ed upon Negro women in 
that ftate, except confinement; or did you ever know ccrporal pu- 
nifhment infiidted upon them ? 

I never knew an inftance of corporal punilhment inflidted upon 
a pregnant woman, nor to the heft of my recolledtion at prefent, 
did I ever hear of any; it might have happened, but I cannot 
recoiled! having heard of an inftance. I believe, though I don’t 
know it myfelf, that they are fumetimes confined, to prevent their 
rambling, even after they are with child ; but this I do not know, I 
have heard inftances of it. 

Having fpoken to their treatment during pregnancy, what is their 
treatment after delivery ? 

On every eftate there is an experienced midwife. Negro women 
in general are exceedingly unwilling to be removed from their own 
houfes, to be delivered in hofpitals or in any houfes prepared for 
them; and they molt generally are delivered at their own houfes; 
the midwife and nurfes occafionaliy attend : during the firft month 
alter their delivery they do no work, and with refpedt to what may 
be proper for them in the way of medicine, or in the way of food, 
the midwife generally applies to the overfeer, who diredtly orders it. 
But I have known inftances, and indeed too many, I have heard in¬ 
ftances too many, and I believe them, where young Negro women 
have, through carelefTnefs, been the caufe of the deaths of their 
infants and fometimes, I am forry to fay, by defign, to prevent their 
children being an incumbrance upon their pltalures or upon their 
profits in a certain way ; but this is prevented, or has been pre¬ 
vented, at leaft fo far as my knowledge has gone, as much as 
poflible. 
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Whether the treatment of fome of the difeafes peculiar to the 
Negroes, is not better underftood by themfelves than by the 
Europeans ? 

There may be fome; but in general, I think, as far my experience 
enables me to judge, that much more harm than good has been 
done by Negro nurfes preferibing and adminiftering noftrums of 
their own; and I think it is always beft, when they are ill of any 
complaint, to apply to the dodor; more particularly in venereal 
cafes. Negro quacks have done infinite mifehief. 

Can you ftate what in general is the proportion between culti¬ 
vated and uncultivated land in Jamaica ? 

By the returns of the furveyors to the Houfe of Aflembly, the 
quantity of acres contained in the whole ifland, as far as 1 recoiled, 
amounted to fomething more than four millions of acres; by the 
report of the Committee of Aflembly and Council in the year 
1789, it was found, that there were 1,907,589 acres of land, pa¬ 
tented, and fubjed to pay quit-rents; and this was taken from the 
jeceivers-generais books, which, in general, in this refped, are 
very corred. The fame report ftates, that about i,oco,ooo of 
acres, of the above 1,907,589 acres, was in cultivation : but I 
doubt the correduefs of this computation myfelf; it was made 
entirely upon hypothefis; but I think that more than one half of 
the patented land is now wood, or uncultivated wake: a very 
great proportion of all the uncultivated land, that is, the 907,589 
acres, or whatever the quantity may be, is fit only for growing 
coffee, cotton, tobacco, ginger, provifions, and grafs farms, not 
fugar. But there are alfo, to my knowledge, large trads of land 
ffill uncultivated, very fit to be extended, and to be fettled into 
very extenfive fugar plantations; and on this occafion, I will men¬ 
tion one very finking cafe within my own particular knowledge, 
and a very recent one;—An eftate in the parifh of St. George, 
which belonged to Mr. White, was mortgaged to a very refpec- 
tabie commercial houfe in this city, for a very large fum of mo¬ 
ney. I was the attorney, while in Jamaica, for that houfe, for 
the recovery of the money due upon this mortgage, with another 
gentleman ; and we recommended to cur confiituent, after full 
cor.fideration, to purchafe the eftate out-right from the mortgagor, 
whhh he agreed to do; and adually did purchafe it for 36,000/. 
ftcrling. This eftate confifts of near 3,000 acres of land, of which 
there are not any thing like 500 in cultivation, of any kind, and 
only about 180 Negroes, with but a very indifferent fet of works, 
much out of repair; and the valuable part of the eftate we cer- 
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tainly confidered to be the land. It was on account of the value 
of the land that we recommended this purchafe to our confti- 
tuents; and were the land out of the queftion, and the eftate as it 
now Hands, the cultivated part of it, with the Negroes upon it, 
to be the object of purchafe, then I would not give for the eftate 
18,0001. which is one half of what my condiments took the 
eftate for. And fhould not my conftituents be able to put labour 
to bring that land into cultivation, their lofs will certainly be what 
I have mentioned. 

(By a Lord.) Do you mean to fay, that with refpedt to that 
eftate, the uncultivated land is equal in value to the land in cul¬ 
tivation, together with the Negroes and Slaves P 

Yes ; the cultivated part of the eftate I confider, with the value 
of the Negroes and the works* not to be equal in value to the 
uncultivated part of the land. 

As you reckoned it, it appeared to be exactly equal ? 

In my own opinion, the uncultivated part of the land, if matters 
are to remain in the fituation they are in now, is of much more 
value than the cultivated part, in the actual fituation in which it was 
purebafed. 

(By Counjel.) In the cafe of lands that have been long fettled, 
have they, in general, a fufficiency of labour in point of Negroes; 
or are they, what is called, under-handed ? 

1 think, that more than nineteen-twentieths of all the fugar 
eftates in Jamaica are at this moment very much under-handed; 
and a great proportion of the eftates have hitherto been enabled 
to make the produce they have made by the application of hired 
labour, in addition to the Negroes upon the different eftates. 

What do you mean by hired labour ? 

There are a number of people in Jamaica, who have gangs of 
Negroes employed in doing jobs, and which are hired out to aflift 
the labour of eftates. 

Can Weft India eftates be cultivated by the labour of Euro¬ 
peans ? 

I think it is not poftible. 

The cultivation of efta'es in Jamaica depending upon the fuff- 
ficiency of Negro ftrength, will it be poflible to keep up the 
ftrength, fuch as it now is, if the future importation from Africa 
be prohibited ? 

I think it will be impoflible. 
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What do you conceive, from your own knowledge of the fub- 
jeft, would be the immediate effedt produced by iuch abolition, 
upon the proprietors of eftates, upon the annuitants, mortgagee.', 
and others ? 

I have already given, in evidence, that in my opinion, more 
than nineteen-twentieths of the eftates in Jamaica are under¬ 
handed. I myielf know a great number of eflates now in in¬ 
fancy, but a much greater where the want of Slaves is very great. 
I think, that every eftate that is under-handed, would, in procefs 
of time, be thrown up ; and fuch Negroes as lhould be left at the 
time of throwing up, would be fold to the rich and opulent pro¬ 
prietors of lands: confequently, that the works of fuch eftates 
would become of no value whatever, and the proprietors, of courfe, 
being ruined, their creditors, annuitants, and all other depend¬ 
ants upon them, mud fuffer accordingly. 

Having fpoken to what would be the effedt of fuch a meafure, 
with reference to the interefts of perfons in this country having 
property in the Weft Indies, what would be the effedt of fuch 
abolition on the Negroes ihemfelves ? 

I think, in the firft place, it would difpirit them very much, as 
they always are exceedingly anxious, on every eftate, for an addi¬ 
tional ftrength of Negroes, and particularly of females:—if they 
were cut off from any hopes of fuch addition, they certainly would 
become very much difcontented. And, as a great number of the 
eftates in Jamaica are deeply mortgaged, and otherwife encum¬ 
bered, it is much to be feared the proprietors might, through 
necefiity, and to keep up engagements, require much more labour 
from their Negroes than would be proper or right; and this, in 
itfelf, mud be of the worft: conftquence to the Negroes. Upon the 
v'hole, I am of opinion, that the Negroes now in Jamaica would 
iuffer very many evils by an abolition of the Slave Trade. 

What would be the effedt of fuch abolition, with refpedt to 
White perfons on the ifland, now employed in carrying on the 
plantations there ? b 

When I went to Jamaica in the year 1760, and was firft ac¬ 
quainted with plantations, the White fervants on eftates were in 
general indented fervants, low, wortlilefs, diflolute people, picked 
up in the ftreets of London, and fometimes taken from gaols 
When thefe people came upon the eftates, they were always found 
very worthlefs, and of courfe feldom very well treated. In the 
progrefs of a few' years the proprietors found it their intereft to 
procure fervants of a different del'cription; and they found a great 
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number of young gentlemen refpeCtably born, and refpe&ably 
x educated, who were induced to go to Jamaica, in the expedition 
that by their good condudl, and by the affiftance that their friends 
might give them, they might acquire property.—A number of 
theie young people came to the country, and were employed upon 
the eftates: the confequence was, in the firft place, that all the 
White people upon the eftates lived together, had one table, one 
houfe, one treatment. The manager of the eftate being the fupe- 
rior, thefe people in general conducted themfelves well, becaufe 
they knew that upon their good condudt depended their being pre¬ 
ferred to higher and better fituatfons; and gradually a number of 
them fucceeded to be managers of eftates. When they firft went 
out, the falaries given to them were barely neceflary to find them 
in clothes, every thing elfe being provided on the eftate: when 
they became overfeers their falaries were larger, and they were 
enabled ftom thefe falaries to make purchafes of Negroes: if they 
had any friends, or if they had any money of their own, any pa¬ 
trimony, or any credit, as foon as they became overfeers, they ge¬ 
nerally endeavoured to purchafe Negroes; and the purchafe of 
Negroes was the only fource from which they could expett to 
increafe their property in money. Accordingly, after overfeers 
and managers had acquired a certain number of Negroes, they ge¬ 
nerally looked out for the purchafe of land, and upon that land 
made fettlements. After acquiring a certain number of Negroes, 
they ufually gave up their fituations as fervants or managers of 
eftates, and fettled for themfelves, and gradually acquired very con- 
fiderable property j fo that, in my knowledge of Jamaica for up¬ 
wards of thirty years, I know many proprietors of fugar eftates, 
now in opulent circumftances, who began in this manner; but a 
greater number of fmall fettlers in coffee, cotton, and other pro¬ 
ductions, and alfo a great number of jobbers. Jobbers are peo¬ 
ple who hire out their Negroes to do jobs upon eftates, fuch as 
planting of canes, felling of woods, and all the other laborious 
parts of the bufinefs of a fugar eftate, and who alfo in crop-time 
hire them out by the day. I confider then, that an Abolition of 
the Slave Trade would undoubtedly have the effedt of preventing 
the prelent proprietors in Jamaica from having or being able to 
procure any White perfons as fervants, of the defeription I have 
mentioned ; becaufe there would be no inducement for their going 
to Jamaica at the rifle of their lives, for thirty pounds a year, or 
even for a hundred pounds a year, which is the utmoft that they 
could expeCl to advance themfelves to; the purchafe of Negroes 
being the only fource by which they can acquire property. Un- 

U fortunately. 








[ 78 ] 

fortunately, mariiage in Jamaica is not much in vogue; and very 
few, a very fmall portion of the fettiers of the defeription I have 
now given, marry : and it is very certain, that life in that climate 
is infinitely more precarious than it is in this or in any European 
country, and the prefent flock of fmall fettlers, and White fer- 
vants, will very foon be extinguifhed, unlefs fupplied by others. 

Will not the diminution in the number of White perfons 
weaken the internal fecurity, and in fo much endanger the fafety 
of the ifland ? 

It certainly will; for in the country parifhes the White fervants 
upon eftates, and the fmall fettlers, form a very great proportion 
indeed of the militia. 

Whether the feveral diftri&s of the ifland, thofe now in culti¬ 
vation, have not in general become proportionably healthy as the 
land has been cleared of wood ? 

They certainly have. 

Having dated, that the confequence of the Abolition would be, 
that many of the lands of the fmall fettlers now in cultivation 
would be thrown up: whether there would not be a fpeedy re¬ 
production of wood upon thefe lands? 

There would be a fpeedy re-production of wood—that is, of 
foft wood, fhrubs, and a variety of other vegetables, to cover the 
whole lurface, and in time of the harder woods; but the land 
would, in a very few years, be covered fo as to affeCt the cli¬ 
mate. 

Can you fay whether the plough can be ufed in Jamaica with 
any confiderable fuccefs for the cultivation of eftates ? 

I have reafon to believe, that the plough is now as much ufed 
in Jam-ica as it poflibly can be ufed to advantage, and that is very 
little. In the firft place, more than two-thirds of the dlates in 
Jamaica are of fuch unequal furfaces, fo mountainous, and in 
other places, particularly in the diftri&s of Trelawny and Saint 
James, the land is fo rocky, that r.o plough can poflibly be ufed 
upon them. A number of diftriCts in Jamaica, particularly in the 
dry weather countries, keep the cane upon the flock as long as it con¬ 
tinues to bear : by keeping the cane upon the flock, I mean, 
cutting firft, fecond, third, fourth, fifth, fixth rattoon. Rattoon 
is a cutting every year, and on many eftates that I know thus fitu- 
ated, the whole furface is cut every year, and no canes re-planted. 
However, in time, thele cane flocks wear out, and then there is a 
necefiity for planting; but the proportion re-planted upon thefe 
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eftatcs every year is very final! : I myfelf can fpeak of one eftate 
in particular, where I knew the plough ufed from the year 177^ 
until the year 1790, except the time that I was abfent. In the 
year 1775, the proprietor of that eftate, a Mr. Freeman in Hert- 
fordfhire, a very refpeftable character, and a very good farmer 
both in theory and pra&ice, went out to Jamaica, and carried with 
him two good ploughmen, with ploughs of various kinds to be 
ufed upon his eftate, which is entirely a flat eftate; that is, fo flat 
as to admit of ploughing exceedingly well: very little difficulty 
was found in breaking the cattle to the plough, and teaching the 
Negroes to drive them. Upon this eftate, one-quarter of the fur- 
face was replanted every year ; Mr. Freeman ftaid in the country 
leven months, and then he appointed me his attorney, joined with 
another gentleman. We continued the ufe of the plough as long 
as I ftaid in the country, which was till the year 1780 ; and 
after my departure alfo until my return in the year 1788 ; and 
every lort of attention was given to make it turn out to advantage. 
Upon my return in the year 1788, I was exceedingly furprized 
to find the appearance of the eftate very much altered for the 
worfe, and a confiderable diminution of the number of Negroes. 
Upon inquiry, and full inveftigation, I found that the manner in 
which the plough had been ufed had exhaufted a very great pro¬ 
portion of the land, fo as to render it almoft incapable of yielding 
any thing, with any degree of labour laid out upon it. Fortunately 
for the eftate there was fome new land contiguous to the works, 
on which 1 made fome experiments, which turned out very well, 
in confequence of which I was enabled to throw up or to throw out 
one-third of the old land to reft; and upon the fulleft invefti¬ 
gation, and confulting with all my neighbours in that part of 
the country, I determined to quit the ufe of the plough entirely. 

1 know that many gentlemen who had ufed the plough have been 
obliged to do the fame ; but the plough ftill may be ufed, in my 
opinion, to confiderable advantage, to fave labour in fuch foils as 
#will admit of holes or trenches being made by the plough; that 
is, where the lands are light, but I think not otherwile; and I 
know feveral eftates where it is fo ufed. With refpedt to the eftate 
I have mentioned, it cannot be ufed in that manner, becaufe the 
foil is infinitely too ftiff and hard. 

* Are you then, from your experience, of opinion, that the ufe of 
the plough could be made more general than it now is, fo as to di- 
miniffi the adtual labour, and in that refpedt to make the ufe of 
Slaves lefs neceflary ? 
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I do not think it pofiible; and I will add, that if the plough could 
be ufed to every advantage to which it might be applied, that it 
would not in any way diminifh the prefent ftrength required upon 
fugar eftates, fuppofing it not to be attended with difadvantage j but 
with every advantage that it is in this country, it would then not 
diminilh the number of Negroes requifite upon fugar eftates, be- 
caufe the taking off the crops of fugar requires the greateft labour 
to do it properly; and on this operation the fuccefs of a fugar 
eftate depends, perhaps, more than upon any other; and even where 
all the canes of new plants are put in by hired labour, which is 
frequently the cafe, the more canes are to be cur, the more Negroes 
are wanted to take off the crop. 

(By a Lord.) Do you mean to fay, that the plough is now ufed 
as much in Jamaica as it poflibly can be ? 

It is my opinion that it is. 

( By a Lord.) When Mr. Freeman firft introduced the plough 
upon his eftate, did he continue to ufe the fame number of Ne¬ 
groes ? 

He certainly did* 

To what caufe do you impute the diminution of the number of 
Negroes upon Mr. Freeman’s eftates when you returned to it at 
the period you mentioned ? 

I attribute the diminution in a very confiderable degree to the 
effed of the hurricanes, particularly in the year 1786. 

Did Mr. Freeman derive more than ufual profits from the eftate 
during the time he ufed the plough ? 

I. think the contrary; in the firft years the plant canes in 
particular were very luxuriant; but the firft and fecond rattoons 
were found, after four or five years, to yield much lefs in proportion 
than they ufed to do before the plough was ufed. 

In what manner does a hurricane contribute to the deftrudion of 
the Negroes ? 

I cannot fpeak with refped to my own knowledge upon this 
fubjed, becaufe I never knew a hurricane all the while I was in 
Jamaica. I left Jamaica in September 1780, and did not return 
until January 1788; during my abfence, there were five or fix hur¬ 
ricanes, but none for twenty years before, while I refided in Ja¬ 
maica, fo that I cannot fpeak to this queftion of my own .know¬ 
ledge. 
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In moft fituations where the plough cculd be ufed, would it of' 
Would it not exhauft the lands, and confequent’y increafe the la-’ 
bour ? 

By exhaufiing the land, which I think it has done in every place 
where it has been ufed, it certainly increafes the labour. 

Ha*'e not the fettlement of pens or farms for breeding cattle itr 
Jamaica, been greatly extended within the laft twenty years ? 

They have very much, within my knowledge. 

Have not fuch fettlements been highly advantageous, not only to 
the fettlers but to the ifland in general? 

They certainly have been highly advantageous to the ifland in 
general, in many refpedls; and they alfo have been advantageous 
fettlements for the fettlers. I conceive the ex ten lion of thofe pens, 
the quantity of land in pafture, and the confequcnt number of 
cattle bred upon the ifland, to have been a very material circum- 
ftance in bringing about the prefent profperouS ftate of the ifland 
of Jamaica. On every eflate cattle are ufed for labour, and fince the 
extenfion of thefe pens, the importation of failed provifions from 
Ireland and from North America has not been one-fourth what it 
was thirty years ago for the ufe of eftates; the plenty of cattle has 
fumifhed the means of beef being killed in every fmall village, or 
diftridt, always once a week, fometimes twice, fometimes thrice: 
not only the White fervants upon eftates find the beef fupplied to 
them in this manner very healthy, but the weakly Negroes are alfo 
very frequently fupplied with the offals, and frequently with the 
beef; and all this has been the effeft of the extenfive farms of cattle 
made in the ifland cf Jamaica. 

Are there not large tradts of lands ftill uncultivated which might 
be further fettled, as pens; and"would not the further fettlement of 
them be flill more beneficial to the country? 

There is to my knowledge a very large tradl of country in the 
middle of the ifland of Jamaica, running from eaft to weft, highly 
adapted for the extenfion of luch farms; and I think that they will 
be extended, and that ftill greater benefit will arife to the country 
at large from fuch extenfion, if the African trade in Negroes fhould 
not be abolifhed. 

What would be the effedt of an abolition of that trade with re- 
fpedt to the pens now fettled, and the tradts of land capable of 
being reduced into pens? 

I think the pens now fettled would be very much injured, if there 
were-an abolition of the Slave trade, becaufe many of thofe fttll 
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want Negroes, and brcaufe the profpenty of tkofc farms depends 
upon the good condition and prcfperity of the fugar cfiates, which 
would, in my opinion, gradually fall to ruin, if an abolition were to 

take place. 

Do you know cf any meafures adopted by the Affembly of Ja¬ 
maica to prevent the importation cf Negroes above a certain age. 

In the year 1774, the Affembly of Jamaica palled a law to lay a 
heavy duty upon all Negroes to be imported from Africa above 
the age of thirty years, and that bill paffed into a law by the 
Council and Governor; but upon the application of tne African 
merchants of London, Briftol, and Liverpool, this law was d.f- 
allovved by the King and Council. 


Havin'* fpoken to the general treatment and condition of the 
Slaves at°the prefent time, whether it appears to you to be in a 

flate of progrefiive improvement ? , 

I have cbferved a progrefiive improvement with reipett to the 
treatment of Negroes, particularly within thefe twenty years, very 
much for the better; and I think that the fame improvement will go 
on under the regulations contained in the prefent Negro code of laws 
in Jamaica, and fuch others as the Affembly may think it proper 
hereafter to add ; but I know no circumfiance that lias tended fo 
much to the improvement I have mentioned, as the character cf 
the managers and White Servants employed upon the efiates. 


Will or will not the abolition of the Slave trade promote or 
check this improvement in the ftate and happinefs of the Negro 
Slaves in the ifland of Jamaica? 

I think it would check it much. 


(By a Lord.) In what way ? . , 

In the firft place, by difeouraging the Negroes, which I have 
mentioned before; and in the next place, by over-labouring them fo 
as to make them very indifferent with refpeft to their future fixa¬ 
tion and circumftances. 

What fort of difeouragement is it you fuppofe the Negroes 
would find ? 

The difeouragement the Negroes would find, would be, the cer¬ 
tainty that they fhould have no afiiftance to help them out in their 
labour. 


Can you fay, whether the Negroes belonging to efiates under¬ 
handed are more fubjedc to mortality than the Negroes belonging 
to efiates that are well fiocked ? 
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I think they are; I am lure they are. 

Can you fay whether the Negroes belonging to finall planters are' 
more fubjedt to mortality than the Negroes belonging to wealthy 
planters ? 

In my laft anfvver I meant to fpeak of fugar eftates. With refpedt 
to fmall planters, I think that the diminution of their Slaves is in a 
confiderably lefs proportion than upon large eftates, upon fugar 
eftates; but there are a vaft number of fmall fettlements that are 
very much under-handed alfo; and where this is the cafe, the fame 
caule will operate as in fugar eftates. 

(By Counfel.) Whether on the whole, from your knowledge of 
the fubjedt, and.exptrience as a planter, the abolition of the Slave 
trade would be a meafure indifferent, beneficial, or ruinous to the 
cultivation of the ifland of Jamaica ? 

I think, with refpedt to the ifland of Jamaica, that there can be 
no doubt of its being ruinous in the extreme. 

Examined by the Lords. 

Would you look upon an eftate of three hundred acres thinly 
fupplied with Negroes, or an eftate of two hundred acres very 
well fupplied, to be moft advantageous to the proprietors of fuch 
eftates ? 

My anfwer to that queftion is, that in Jamaica a fugar eftate of 
two hundred acres would not be worth cultivating, nor of three 
hundred acres fcarcely, becaufe it is not canes alone that are necef- 
fary upon a fugar eftate. I have ftated that Negro provifions are the 
firft objedt, then pafture for cattle; fo that, in fad, upon almoft every 
eftate in Jamaica, which we call a well conditioned eftate, there 
feldom is above one-third of the freehold applied to the ufe of the 
cane. Now, the contingent expences upon a fmall fugar eftate are, 
in many refpedls, as great as the contingent expences upon a larger 
one; that is, there muft be pretty nearly the lame number of fer- 
vants, and feveral other circumftances that render certain expences 
as great upon fmall eftates as upon great ones; and eonfequently the 
fettlement of all fmall fugar works is in general very unprofitable. 

Take it upon a larger fcale; do you think that a fmall eftate over- 
handed, or a large eftate under-handed, would be mere advantageous 
to the planter ? 

That is a queftion of fome difficulty> it is all a queftion of judg¬ 
ment ; I think that a fmall eftate full-handed would certainly be 
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a great deal more advantageous for the planter than a large eft'ater 
under-handed, provided that additional Negro labour could not be 
got for hire. 

Do not you look upon an eftate as incomplete without an hofpital 
upon it for the fick ? 

I do not know one large fugar eftate in Jamaica, of my own 
knowledge, that wants one, that has not an hofpital of fome kind or 
other; and in general, as I mentioned in anfwer to a former queftion, 
very great improvements have been made in this refped, and are 
ftill making. 

Whether you have ever feen any other machine than the plough, 
which you think might be adopted to fupply the deficiency of Ne¬ 
gro labour. 

I never have. 

Do you think that eftablifhed eftates require a greater fupply of 
Negroes than new eftates ? 

I know from my own experience, that an old fettled eftate re¬ 
quires a greater number of Negroes than a new fettled eftate; be- 
eaufe, as the land becomes exhaufted, which it necelfarily will be¬ 
come by being often turned up, additional labour is neceffary, par¬ 
ticularly for making manure, and carrying out that manure, and 
from being obliged to turn up the land much oftcner; that is, inftead 
of one-quarter, or one-fifth, or one-fixth, or one-tenth or twentieth 
on old eftates, they feldom Cut more than one rattoon, thus flocking 
up one-third of the whole furface in canes ; this necefiarily there¬ 
fore increafes the labour upon an old eftate. 

If an old fugar plantation was to be given up for want of Ne¬ 
groes fufficient to carry it on, could it be converted into a cotton 
plantation ? 

I am lefs acquainted with the cultivation of cotton than with any 
other article cf the produce of Jamaica ; hut I have cblerved in 
other i(lands, particularly in Barbadoes, that cotton has grown upon 
land that had been in canes, and which had been ufed for growing- 
canes; I do not recoiled any rnftance in Jamaica, of my own know¬ 
ledge; but when old fugar eftates are thrown up, the land generally 
is very much exhaufted, for the fugar-cane does exhauft land very 
much; and I fhould conceive that cotton would not be a very pro¬ 
fitable produdion on fuch afield ; but this is mere opinion. 

Does it occur to you, that an old fugar eftate, given up for want 
of Negroes to cultivate it, could be converted to anv other purpoie 
equally or nearly as profitable to the owner ? 

I do 
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I do not think it coaid by any mean*. I am fare that it coaid not 
produce coffee, nor could it produce any provifions, except corn and 
potatoes. 

Are not the mills, and other buildings upon a fugar eflate, articles 
or great expence ? 

They are of a very great expence. 

Does it occur to you that they could poffibly be converted to any 
other ufe ? 

No; it does not. 

You have faid that you think a fmall eflate full-handed, or a fugar 
eftate unoer handed, would be of greater advantage to the planter 
than a large eflate under-handed, provided thar additional Ne®ro la¬ 
bour could not be got for hire; do you not think that the abolition 
of the Slave trade would in a great meafure annihilate the pofli- 
billty of hiring Negroes ? r 

I think there is no doubt that it would in a very few years 

You have faid, if the abolition were to take place it would be 
attended with many evils to the ex fling Slaves, by overworking the 
remainder; what other evils befides thoie you have fbecified would 

in your opinion, arife to the Negroes fiom the abolition of the Slave* 
trade ? 

I fpecified a great number—they would be difpirited in the ex¬ 
treme ; but I will add another, as matter of opinion, that the cir- 
cumllances of the proprietor being ruinous, as I conceive they would 
be by an abolition of the Slave trade, would put it out of his 
power to give to his Negroes clothing, and other neceffaries, in. 
tne manner that they are given now. 

Does it ever happen, that the Negroes, when they run away pafs 

from the lfland of Jamaica to the ifiand of Saint Domingo or vice 
•verfa ? b * 

I have known fome inflances of Negroes getting to the ifiand of 
^aint Domingo among the French; but on thofe occafioijs the French 
government and French people very liberally re urned thofe Negroes 
when difcovered and claimed. I have known Negroes, but very few 
of thofe Negroes, employed as fifhermen, or about boats and veffe’s 
at Saint Domingo, run away to Jamaica. 

Suppofe the government and people of thofe two iflands were 
not to d 1 feeurage this paffage, would it be pofiible to prevent Ne¬ 
groes from being brought into the ifiand of Jamaica ? 

I think that it would r.ot be pofiible to prevent Negroes from be- 
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ing brought into the ifland of Jamaica, if the paffage were left open 
between both the iflands. 

(By a Lord.) Did you fay, that the ufe of the plough, upon 
Mr. Freeman’s eftate, after the firft year, very much impoveriflied 
the land? 

After the firft five years. 

Whether that land might not be reftored, as it is in this country, 
by the ufe of manure ? 

As all land ploughed upon Mr. Freeman’s eftate from the very be¬ 
ginning was old land, it was requifite to give it the fame portion of 
manure that it ufed to have formerly, and in the progrefs of the 
fecond and third ploughing, we found it neceffary to increafe the 
quantity of manure. 

What is the expence of manure in that country to planters, or 
can they ealily procure it ? 

All the manure ufed upon fugar eftates is made upon thole eftates 
by the labour of the Negroes upon the eftates, and by the cattle ufed 
upon the eftates, with fome compoft, fuch as marl, white loom, and 
very frequently the dirt taken out of ponds, and by the intermixture of 
different foils with the animal dung or manure; but the whole ic 
made upon the eftate, and I never knew of any dung or manu'e 
being purchafed from one eftate to another, nor of any perfons em¬ 
ploying themfelves and their Negroes in any fuch bufinefs. 

Suppofe, by a hurricane, or by any other accident, Negroes were to 
be taken away, could the planter have any means whatever of reftor- 
ing the number of his Negroes, in cafe the African Slave trade were 
abolifhed ? 

If the African Slave trade were abolifhed by the whole world, and 
not carried on by foreigners, I think it would be impoffibleto reftore 
Negroes, fo loft, by any means; but if the trade were to be carried ou 
by foreigners after its being abolifhed by Great Britain, then I am 
decidedly of opinion, that the planters of Jamaica would be induced 
to get Negroes; although in getting them very great rifks and incon¬ 
veniences might be incurred. 

Could a planter in fuch a fituation pu'xhafe Negroes in the ifland 
itfelf, out of the exifting ftock in the ifland ? 

In certain cafes, and to a certain time, the opulent planter might 
fupply the number of Negroes wanted, by purchafing from the 
needy and diHreffed planter ; but I think, that in a lhort time that 
refource would entirely fail. 
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Whether the Slaves belonging to the jobbers are as well treated, 
and no more worked, than thofe belonging to the planters ? 

I think that they are full as well treated, and not more worked 
than they are very well capable of bearing. 

The quertion put was—Whether they are no more worked 
than thofe Slaves which are the property of the planters ? 

I think they aie not more worked. 

Is there much more mortality among that defeription of Negroes 
than among thofe belonging to the planters > 

It has not occurred to me to obfeive any difference. 

Has the jobber an hofpital, and plantation grounds for the Ne¬ 
groes to work for themfelves ? 

Always, when he has a fuflicient gang to job. 

What number of jobbing Negroes do you fuppofe there are in 
Jamaica ? 

It is impoffible for me even to hazard an opinion upon that 
head. 

Who keeps the Negroes at the time they are fo hired out, the 
man that hires them, or the jobber himfeJf? 

Generally the jobber him (elf. 

When you fpoke of the confinement of pregnant women, what 
fort of confinement did you intend ? 

The confinement I meant was fometimes confinement in the 
flocks; at other times, confinement in the room of the hofpital 
particularly appropmted for that purpofe; but I mentioned, that 
I did not know any inltance of a cafe rnyfelf, to my own know¬ 
ledge, even of confinement. 

You were underflood to fay, that when the pregnancy became 
vifible, the pregnant women were confined to keep them from 
rambling ? 

1 have hc .rd fo; I do not know it rnyfelf. 

For how . ng time of their pregnancy does that confinement 
lafl? 

The confinement, as I have heard, is only occafional. 

Not continual ? 

By no means. 

A confinement by way of punifhment for rambling ? 

Yes; occafionally. 
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When you fpeakof the deftruition of Negroes in confequence of 
hurricanes, do you mean the immediate deftruftion of their per- 
fons, or that hurricanes make the place unhealthy, and fo dedroy 
them in the end ? 1 

I have already given in evidence, that to my own knowHfre 
I know nothing at all of the effefts of hurricanes; and as it Is 
probable that other witnelTes will be called who know them very 
well, I would wifh to fay nothing upon the fubjeft. I dated that 
no hurricanes had happened at any period during my refidence in 
Jamaica. J 


1 nen, or your own knowledge you do not know that it does de 
ltroy their lives ? 

. \ 1° £"° W h ° f m y own knowledge ; but I can conceive 

that the effedts upon Negroes with refpeft to mortality mud be ven 
great from various caufes: in the fird place, the rifle of their bein 

1 J Urt M by h ° ufeS falll "S u P°n them; for in all cafes of hurricane 
the Negroes generally refort to the works and the great houfes a< 
thefe are always more fecure than their own liitle cabbins, which 
are flightly put up. When thefe works are blown down, mam 
accidents mud happen. The amazing falls of rain which always at 
end hurricanes, mud certainly have the word effects upon Negroes 

A tn .u Xf f<- T "• “ d fe.hcc au fc of many feven, pleurifi”' 
and other dtforders. The aimed certain dedruttion ofalldamm 
provtfions upon edates mud neceflarily caufc a great fcarcity aftc 
hurricanes. The vegetation, by the quantity of rain that falls' 
generally rapid, and the Negroes are too oftei, very apt to ufe hoft 
provtfions ,n a green date s and when they do fo, it feldom falls ot 
caufing epidemical fluxes in particular, which carry off a meat 
number. 1 fpcak this from my own conceptions, and from S dif 

fuhjea a ‘ ,0nS d 0lhet £ £nl '=“on upon the 

Is not White labour more equal to the cultivation of nens rh.n 
to the cultivation of fue;ar ? 1 P ens f nan 

I think it is not fuited to cither; but it might left Imm a- » 
deftruflive to White people upon pens tlln upon 
Upon pens great part of the labour is the felling and dearinl h 
land, which cannot be done without expofinv the Lh.' 8 l £ e 
hea, of the fun. Another part of the iaboOpens IfTl “ 
of the padure, which is neceflary to be done in all nens rn C Ca . ln 8 
the grafs; this mud alfo be done, expofed to the Fun Ik prefer y e 
general. I mean lately fcled, widJ* 3 L “wL years bSTn ■" 
the interior pans of the country, the climate is fomewha.’cool^ t 

confiderably 
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eomiderably cooler than it is on the fea-fide cfiates, and on thofe fugar 
mates that are not at confiderable difiances from the fea • the cli 
mate in the interior parts of the country certainly is cooler confiderl 
ably than in thofe parts of the country neareft the fea. But I 
conclude with faying that the White people to be employed upon 
pens, would in time be all deftroyed by the heat of the climate 
even in the ccoleft fituations in Jamaica; at leaft, fuch is mv onil 

"he^ubjafi 011 thC bCft COnrideration 1 have been able to give 

Suppofing the cultivation of Jamaica could not be kept up with¬ 
out Slaves do you think that-Great Britain, with her immfnfe ca¬ 
pital, could afford Slaves much Cheaper than any other country 
employing a much lefs capital? ’ y 

Unquestionably. 

7 n U / r nr ndCI ? 0 i 0d ^ haVefaid ’ that y ou have been in Barbadoes 
L BarbadoesT “° f C0M ° n there * how lon S was yotl 
Not long enough to make any obfervation in that refpeCt that I 
Houf* haZarJ l ° S ‘ Ve Up ° n my examinatl 'on at the bar*of this 

the^weekT lhe j° bbin S Ne S roes hired; by the day or by 

When Ileft Jamaica lafi the price paid to jobbers for holeing 
land, that is, preparing land to be planted per acre, was fix pound^ 
Jamaica currency per acre; for holeing and planting, it was 7/ rc 7 
When Negroes were employed by the day labour, the ufual prL'e w« 
liree bits or three ryals a day, equal to very near eighteen-pence 
fieriing, with an allowance of two bits a week for their provisions 
and a certain number of herrings given to them weekly. P ' 

r Ar i C J. h n fe j ° bb ’ n S Ne S roes indifpenfably neceffary for the occa- 
eftates? fl ^ C Ne S roes permanently employed upon thefc 

That depends in1 a great meafure upon the numbers of Negroes 
upon the efiates. When an eftate is full-handed, fuch aflifiancemay 

not be neceffary ; but where the cafe is otherwife, to keep up the ufual 
produce, it is indifpenfable. ^ P me uiuat 

Jrffi„°H r , haSit eVCT ha PP ened > that M eliates have 
■foy in pot, cfS “ n °‘ ‘° make ** j° bbin S N ^oe S necef- 
During my experience, certainly not. 


Has 
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Has it fallen within your knowledge to know what is the value 
of all the mortgaged eftates in the ifland of Jamaica ? 

It is not poffible for me to anfwer that queftion with any degree 
of precifion, nor can I indeed hazard any calculation upon the fub- 
je£t; I have often heard it computed or reckoned, that more than 
one-third of the eftates in Jamaica were under mortgage; I am 
very much inclined to think that the number is greater than one- 
third. 

Do you at all know the number of mortgages ? 

I cannot fay I do. 

Do you know why the decreafe of Negroes upon mortgaged 
eftates, is l'o much greater than upon others, in the cafe you have 
mentioned of thofe eftates being foreclofed and fold ? 

I did not fay that the decreafe was greater; 1 only ftated, that 
the inftances of mortgaged eftates, coming under my own particu¬ 
lar knowledge, from the office which I executed in Jamaica, en¬ 
abled me to form an eftimate of the general decreafe as a circum- 
ftance. 

Do you know, whether the mortality of Negroes is greater or 
lefs in the dry-weather pariffies than in others ? 

It is lefs in dry-weather pariffies than it is in others. 

You have ftated, that to your knowledge, there are large trails 
of land uncultivated which are fit for fugar plantations ; can you 
make any rough computation of the number of Slaves neceflary to 
be imported for bringing thofe lands into cultivation, as fugar 
lands? 

My anfwer to that queftion muft be very limited, as it is a very 
extenfive queftion, and requiring great confideration : I have often 
thought, from my knowledge of Jamaica, that there is land 
enough, of the quantity now patented, uncultivated, that might 
be applied to the cultivation of fugar, to produce 50,000 hogffieads 
a year more than the prefent produce; the number of Negroes 
neceflary to labour fuch lands, and for fuch produce, muft, in my 
opinion, require at leaft 70,000 Negroes. I requeft, that this 
anfwer may be confidered as given not with that confideration which 
I fliould with to give to a queftion of fuch magnitude. 

You were underftood to fay, that old fugar plantations which have 
been long cultivated, neceflarily require a greater number of Ne¬ 
groes than new fugar plantations ; is it to be inferred from thence, 
that if no new lands ffiould be cultivated in Jamaica, in procefs of 
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t'rme, thofe very lands now cultivated will require a much larger 
number of Negroes ? 

I am certainly of opinion, that that mud be the cafe. 

What meafures, if any, are taken in Jamaica, to inftrudl the 
Negroes, either thofe born in the country, or thofe imported, ia 
moral and religious duties ? 

Hitherto very little inftrudtion has been attempted to be given to 
Negroes, either Creole Negroes or imported Negroes, with refpedf 
to religion. With refpedt to morals, good managers of eftates, 
and proprietors, and attornies for proprietors, do generally incul¬ 
cate as much as they poffibly can, in converfation with the fenfible 
Negroes upon eftates, moral duties and fentiments of morality* 
I have known mylelf, in my own experience, that advice given 
to fenfible, fteady old Negroes, on that fubjedt, has had a very 
good effedt. Some few inftancts I have known ; one in particular, 
of Mr. Fofter Baron having lent out a Moravian teacher upon his 
eftate, to inftrudl his Negroes in the Chriflian religion. I have 
been upon that eftate once or twice, and I am very intimately ac¬ 
quainted with the gentleman who diredled it for many years, and 
who is now in England - y I underftood, in the conventions I had 
with him, that very little if any progrefs had been made by that 
miffionary. 

Are there any perfons appointed in the ifland to give them fuch 
inftrudlions—Do the clergymen of the ifland think it no part of 
their duty ? 

In every pariffi in Jamaica there is a redtor. The livings are in 
the gift of the governor ; and none are appointed to them who have 
not been regularly ordained in the church of England. I am very 
forry to be obliged to fay, that in my own experience of Jamaica 
for upwards of 30 years, generally fpeaking, the morals of the 
clergy lent from this country, and who fill thofe livings, were very 
bad; not exemplary at all, in any refpedt, either to Whites or to 
Blacks ; and I do not recolledt an inftai.ce of their applying them- 
ielves to the inftrudtion of Negroes in the Chriftian religion. 

The perfons that apply for ordination, are they fent from the 
iflands to this country, or do they go from this country to the iflands ? 

I have known feveral inftances of perfons fent from Jamaica with 
recommendations to be ordained, with a promife of livings as a 
provifion for them; but in general, that is, by far the greater 
number of clergymen that have come to Jamaica have come there 
as ftrangers from this country—ordained in this country. 
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Do you know that this-has been the cafe of late years-; have the 
perfons ordained been fent from the ifland, or have they been fent 
from this country to the ifland within thefe four or five years ? 

I have known inftances within that time of both the cafes ftated. 

'But which is the greateft number? 

I cannot anfwer with any certainty. 

Have you ever feen any of the written papers that have been fent 
by the Bifhop of London to the ifland of Jamaica, requiring tefti- 
monials and other certificates of the morals of the candidates of that 
ifland for ordination ? 

I do not recollect; but I may have heard of fuch inftru&ions 
being fent by the Bifhop of London, but 1 never favv any of 

them. 

What number of parifhes are there in Jamaica ? 

Twenty-one. 

Can you fpecify the number of Whites in each parifh ? 

.Not precifely. 

Can you give a general account of the number of the Whites in 
each parifh, or a general account of the whole ? 

The number of Whites differ exceedingly in one parifh from 
another. 

What may be the whole number of Whites? 

I fhould fuppofe the whole number of Whites in Jamaica does not 
much exceed 20,000. 

Whether you do not think 20,000 Whites are as much as twenty- 
one clergymen can properly take care of ? 

I am very little capable of anfwering that queftion ; if I am to do 
it by comparifon of what I know' in fome parts of Great-Britain, I 
fhould think that the number of twenty-one to inftrudt 20,000 is 
very fufficient. 

Can the twenty-one clergymen inftruft Negroes into the bar-, 
gain ? 

I think they might—fome. 

It was ftated, that the number of Negroes in the ifland of Ja¬ 
maica is about 247,000; whether you think twenty-one clergy¬ 
men are equal to the converfion and inftruftion of 247,000 
Negroes ? 

I fhould think not; certainly not. 
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Whether any blame refts upon the clergy in Jamaica for not 
converting and inftrudting the Negroes ? 

I think great blame is to be imputed to the clergy in Jamaica, 
with feme few exceptions certainly, for their immoral lives, and 
which is a very bad example to Negroes as well as Whites, and 
which I have obferved to have had confiderable effect. 

Do you think that the converfion and the inftrudtion of the Ne¬ 
groes in the Chriftian religion would tend to improve the morals, 
the health, and the numbers of the Negroes? 

I believe, if it could be effected, that it certainly would. 

Have you never heard of any inftrudlions and exhortations being 
fent by the Bifhop of London to the clergy in Jamaica, to ufe their 
utmoft endeavours to convert and inftrudt the Negroes ? 

I have within the four laft years of my refidence in Jamaica heard 
it very frequently mentioned by fome of the clergy, particularly by 
one gentleman, Mr. Warren, the redtor of Saint Elizabeth, who 
I believe to be a very pious and excellent perfon in every refpedt. 

Are the planters in Jamaica defirous that the Negroes fhould be 
fo inftrudted and converted ? 

1 believe that it is an objedt which they would be exceedingly 
glad were attainable. 

What is in general the value of livings in Jamaica? 

They differ confiderably according to the population of the dif¬ 
ferent parifhes. The fixed falaries given to the clergy are pretty 
equal, except in three parifhes ; they are from two to three hun¬ 
dred pounds currency a-yearin every parifh but three; in three pa¬ 
rifhes, which are very poor parifhes, the redtors have only one 
hundred pounds falary; where there are no glebes and glebe houfes, 
fifty pounds currency a-year is allowed, in addition, for houfes for 
them j the other emoluments depend upon fees on buryings, mar¬ 
riages, baptifms, &c. 

Have they any clergy of their own colour j that is, are any of 
the - Negroes ever in prieft’s orders ? 

I never knew any. 

Do you think it would be defirable that they fhould be in prieft’s 
orders ? 

Many circumftances are to be confidered in this refpedt. If Ne¬ 
groes were to be converted to Chriftianity, I think that Black offi¬ 
ciating clergymen might beabflutely neceflary ; but much, very 
much remains to be done to prepare the minds of Negroes to re- 

A a ceive 
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*L . j, *1 1 n • « to any good effedt; and I think 

that their character in general muft be very much changed before 
that can happen. 

effSed ^ thC Cha ” Se y ° U mCan; and in what wa y is k to be 

A progrefs of undemanding and acquaintance with moral duties 
that might induce them to lead very different lives from what they 
do at prefent: diflolutc lives I have already given in evi¬ 
dence to be one of the principal caufes of the mortality amongft them. 

„, D °/ 0U not th j" k that biflrudion in the principles of the duties of 

,hat * '™ id 

ibSSSthS 1 in procels of ,ime> as !t wou ' d h » e 

Whether the expedation of the probability of the abolition of 
the Slave trade taking place, did not damp the fpirit of improve¬ 
ment and of cultivation in the ifland of Jamaica, during the laS four 
years you were there ? 6 luur 

When I left Jamaica it had not had that eifedl, becaufe it was 
the general opinion, after the determination of the Houfe of Com 
mons upon that fubjed laft year, and the majority which th^e 
was againft the abolition, that the queflion never would hereafter 
be agitated ; confequently the fpirit of fettling was not abated par¬ 
ticularly as the encouragement, from the favourable prices of hte 
years for the produce of Jamaica, was very great. 

You Cud, if the Slave trade were to be abolilhed by Great 
Britain, and if no Slaves were to be imported into Jamaica. th„r 
theplanter would rilk the getting them from foreigner, f ' * 

Then would they not admit foreign Slave Grips into their h„ 

Xttr venttd by,he *#**• and 4.« 

ceive7he < S i<ied,y ° f ° Pin! ° n W0U ' d ' be very glad ,o 

Would they not do every thing to render the fixation of tl 
pmpofe? he “ ,y unplearilnt ’ wh ° m 'fibt be fent there for th 

I know the people of Jamaica exceedingly well • I tnmw • 
tacbmem to this count/y to have hem a/tv^L 
they have ever been well difpofed to Ihevv every ^entbn to S 
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navy and military upon all occafions j and I believe it is univerfallv 
allowed, that Jamaica makes better provifion for the troops fent there 
r its protedhon than any other country in his Majefty’s dominions 

K C r f i tra u C abo,,flied » the interefts of the inhabitants 
would be fo deeply hurt, that I mull conceive that a very great 

change would take place with refpedl to this country, and that they 
might not on that account be fo attentive nor fo well treat the 
orces, particularly thole forces that might be fent out to curb or 
check any illicit trade that might be carried on by planter* to pro¬ 
cure /or themfelves Negroes. F * P 

What is the nature of the coaft, whether it will admit fmall 
Juggling veffels bringing Negroes in different parts of the coaft ? 

, P art i of 11 there are creeks and landing places in 

vvhich fuch veffels might be admitted with very great eafeffo as to 
elude the vigilance of one half of the navy, or of a very great num- 
er of lhjps that might be fent out to prevent it. 

Do you mean that thefe creeks and harbours cannot be guarded ? 
They may be guarded if the iflmd is filled with foldiers and all 
the ports with king’s /hips ; but it would be very difficult to guard 
them with effedt without a very great force indeed. ^ 

r 1 hrSr “ nder ?°° d to %> that Negroes are liable to be 
fold for the debts of their owners ? 

^ believe I have not faid that, but I run verv pfad thp • 

afked, becanfe my official fituation, as provolt marlhal generaTof 

the lfland, gave me an opportunity of knowing it, and I am readv 

to anfwer tne queftion. Negroes are real eftate, fo far as refpeds 

inheritance ; but peifonal eftates, for the payment of perfonal debts 

and fimple contradls, and that by adts of parliament—1 think by the 

fi t 5 b t hn°' m Cap ' 7 * the ftat * f 3 th Geo - HI- cap. M . an d ffie 
flat. 14th Geo. III. cap. 79. For encouragement of credit, the Af- 

ffmWy of Jamaica have adopted thefe provifions in their own laws 

f? th J ,t . Ne§ r°? arC ‘ ab C t0 be taken in execut >on, and to be fold for 
the debts of the owners. or 

fa,e*?° W 3re thCy d ' fpofed of between feizure and the time of 

When they are taken by difirefs, they are put into orifon an A 
there neceffarily detained for fourteen da/s at the lead, thatdumber 

this is by a L y o f r h ™. ,he • ° K they <=“ be “ • 

tho^ of,t r Slats ^e S nH T [° W a t * P ub,ic vendue, and how 
mole ot the blaves are fold who have been feized for their mailer’s 

debts. 
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debts, by the provoft marfhal, or his deputy; that is to fay, whether 

fold together in one lot, or feparately? , 

When the provoft marfhal’s deputies make files according to ad- 
vertifement, the law requires that thefe fales (hould be made at pub¬ 
lic auction. Whenever families are taken together, or parts of fa¬ 
milies taken together, the courts of juftice, in particular, have always 
recommended it to the provoft marshal to dired his deputies, that 
thefe Negroes fo taken in families fhall be fold in lots together, and 
not feparately 5 and I know one inftance particularly, during the time 
of Mr. Grant being chief juftice, of one fale of Negroes made, 
where the officer did not attend to this circumftance, being after¬ 
wards quaflied, and a new fale ordered accordingly, which took 
place. Upon the chief juftice mentioning the matter to me, as thefirll 
officer of the court, I gave directions univertally that this fhould be 
ftriCtly attended to, and it has been fo accordingly. 

Suppofe, for inftance, that there be a fmall debt, and that a whole 
family would be more than the amount of the debt, in that cafe mull 

that family be feparated or not ? 

The officer certainly can fell no more than what is neceflary to 
oav the debt; confequently, fome part of a family, a father, a 
mother, a fon may be fold feparately; but I would beg leave to 
mention that this conftitution is not the conftitution of Jamaica, 
formed in Jamaica, but it is the conftitution of an ad of par¬ 
liament. 

What time in the week have the Negroes to cultivate their land 

for their provifions ? , , e „ . , 

By the confolidated law, they are allowed every other Saturday; 
out of crop they have other days given to them occafionally with 

the Sundays. , 

You are underftood to fay, that at crop-time the Negroes were 
more healthy; to what is this to be afcribed?—Is it not to be af- 
cribed to their having better nounffiment at that time t 

I afcribe it partly to the crop-time being always dry weather. I 
attribute it in great part to the quantity of the cane liquor, which 
they have almoft at their pleafure to ufe: they boil their plantains in 
it they drink it, they eat the canes, and it is found to be exceedingly 
nourifhing and very wholefome. With refped to the general com¬ 
mon allowances of provifions from the eftate, there is no differ¬ 
ence in crop-time than at any other, except now and then dealing 
out pei haps a little more grog to them, as it is called, a mixture of 
rum and water. 

t Whether 
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Whether the Negroes born in the ifland, or thofe imported, are 
the moft healthy, and whether thofe imported are not moie fub- 
jedt to the yaws and to other diftempers ? 

Creole Negroes certainly, in the aggregate, are more healthy 
than Negroes imported, but thefe are fubjedl to the yaws 
equally as imported Negroes; for the yaws is a difeafe like 
the fmall-pox with us, which all Negroes, or at leaft all planta¬ 
tion Negroes, are liable to have once in their lives: therefore, in 
that refpedf, there is no difference, except this, that the yaws ge¬ 
nerally has lefs fatal effedts with young people than with grown 
people, and that a number of grown Negroes are imported from 
Africa who have not bad that difeafe in their own country; and 
in Jamaica the mothers do all they can to get their children to 
have the yaws while they are young. 

The mortality of the yaws, therefore, is greater among the 
imported Negroes than among the Creole Negroes ? 

I have Hated it in one of my former anfwers. 

Whether the drivers that go with the Negroes drive them with 
whips ? 

It is the cuftom for drivers to carry in their hands large whips,, 
which whips they frequently fmack and make a noife with, and 
fometimes apply to the Negroes who may be remifs and dila¬ 
tory in their work. 

Whether there are not feveral Negroes who are branded with 
hot irons with the initials of the owners names, and whether 
there are not frequently in the Jamaica papers advertifements to 
that effedt ? 

It is generally a cuftom to brand all new Negroes as foon as 
purchafed with the initials of the owners names; but I humbly 
conceive that this brand, fo far from being a circumftance of cruel¬ 
ty, in many cafes contributes very much to the benefit of 
the new Negroes, more particularly when they happen to wander 
from the plantations without a poflibility of making themfelves to 
be underftood to fay from whence they came; and the difeovery 
where the Negroes belong to has very frequently been made by 
means of thefe marks, and they have in fuch cafes been reftored 
to their eftate?. 

What is the amount of the tax upon the men and women Ne¬ 
groes per head ; the poll-tax ? 

The poll-tax differs according to the exigency of government; 
fometimes it is ten Shillings, fometimes two fhilUings, and I believe 
this very year it is 12 s. 6 d. 
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Is it equal on men and women ? 

It is. 

At what age does it become payable? 

It is payable at all ages, upon young and old, from the birth. 

Whether this poll-tax being paid by women, and particularly 
being paid for children as foon as they are born, is or is not a great 
difcouragement to population? 

It' is none at all, to my knowledge. 

The tax is paid by the owner of the Slave, is it not ? 

Unqueftionably. 

Have the owners an equal intereft in having Slaves born upon 
their eftates, as if they had not to pay that tax in that form ? 

I do not underftand the queftion. 

If an owner has a child born upon his eftate, which child cannot 
work, but for which he is obliged to pay the tax, is not that a 
difcouragement to the owner to have a child born upon his eftate, 
f6r fo much as that tax amounts to ? 

It is not pofiible to conceive that a planter can be fo exceedingly 7 
blind to his own intereft, as to put the fmajl quantum of the poll- 
tax upon a Negro child in competition with the advantages that he 
is to receive by that child in progrefs of time ; it is not pofiible to 
conceive any thing fo abfurd. 

The Queftion was read to the Witnefs. 

I think it is impoflible that any planter could be fo abfurd as to 
entertain any fuch idea; for the intereft of a planter, perhaps hir 
greateft intereft, is rearing Negro children : for every Negro child 
that is reared upon an eftate in Jamaica, is to the planter almoft 
invaluable. The'Negro reared upon an eftate, is attached to the 
eftate; he is acquainted with every Negro upon the eftate ; he is 
attached to his mafter; there is every fort of advantage in favour of 
that child when he grows up: now it cannot, I think, be pofiible, 
that with all th fe advantages, a proprietor could be influenced 
by the* confideration of a poll-tax of perhaps two fhillings upon 
one o^cafion a-year, three fhillings upon another, or ten fhillings, 
or even twenty fhillings. 

Are the markets generally held on Sunday for the furplus provi- 
fions that the Negroes raife? 

They always are. 

What is the average diftance which the Negroes are obliged to 
go to attend thofc markets ? 
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I cannot mention ahy average dirtance, they differ & very much • 
there are feme that the d,fiance is not half a mile, and there ™ 
others that the di fiance is twenty miles. 

Did you ever know of any inllances of Slaves laying up prooertv 
fufficient to purchafe their freedom ? P P P f 

I have. 

Were thofe field Slaves ? 

dni h T\ k ?° W -n K C,d , SlaVCS P Urchafe the?r « but very fel 
dom ; but I will beg leave to mention an inftance that occurs'to 

me. Lord Harewood has property in Jamaica, and I had the ho! 

Jwi ° v eing t 1Is ^. ttorne y' A Negro upon his eftate of William 
ftead, a very valuable fervant, a cattle man and a mule man had * 

daughter, a very great favourite; he applied to Lord Harewond'f t 
tornies, to requeft that they would girefreedom to this girl a^dthat 
he would replace her by a new Negro of the higheft n r ie* th*t „ 1 j 
be obtained. Lord Harewood’s attornies had not a power to malf 
mife Negroes j they wrote to his Lordlhip and his Lnrdrht • 

diatelyanfwered the letter with a 

manumife the girl but to manumife the Slave alfo 'if he def 
it: the girl was manumifed, and the father did replace her h 
good and able Negro. Upon that occafion I fp P oke to th/f 1“* 

who was a very fenfible Negro, a very fenfible nun, *nd a ver /x! 
cellent and well-d^pcfed good man. j aflied hi , ^ V « 

afk for his own freedom ; that he was grown old and thJih l 
* not a doubt that he might have his freedom, if he chore M 1 
< l«.le or nothing.’ He told me, that he was ettce^initaD ’ 
his prefent fituation ; that if he had his freedom he did i Py 
bu, he might perhaps be obliged *5 1 qoh .he eftT 
that it might be very inconvenient to him, and be ariend j -V 
considerable difadvantages j he thought himfelf infinitely haon™^ 
the fituation he was in, and therefore thought fit fo to remaff h v 
with refpea to his daughter, he find, that he could contrive med 
her a Negro or two of her own property, that /hould ha ,r ® ve 
of taking care of her when he died. V be ‘ he mcans 

I do not underftand the queftion. 

Suppofe a plantation of 2,oool. a-year, and a farm confiding of 
5S iThlr^” ; are m ° re NegTOS ^ k one than' 
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There may be a difference, but I don’t think it is great; the capital 
inverted in pens in the interior part of the country, taking into ac¬ 
count the Negroes and the land, I think yield as good profit as fugar 
eftates. 

Suppofe an eftate of 2 ,oool. per ann. a fugar plantation, and ano¬ 
ther eftate of 2 ,oool. per ann. confuting of pens, upon which of 
thefe two eftates are there the greateft number of Negroes? 

I believe that the greateft number of Negroes may be upon the 
fugar eftate; but I don’t think that the difference is material; it is 
impoflible to throw all the lands into pens, becaufe it would be 
itnpoflible to difpofe of the cattle if there were no confumers. 

After the account which you have given of the Slaves that are 
reared in the ifland, do not you think it would be a very favourable 
thing for the planter to people his plantation with reared Slaves in 
preference to importing them? 

Undoubtedly. 

Are or are not the Slaves that are born in the ifland, marked or 
branded as well as thofe that are imported ? 

On fome occafions, not generally; but on fome occafions it is 
abfolutely neceffary; as where there are Negroes upon an eftate, 
and the intereft in it is reverfionary. There may be a certain number 
of Negroes upon an eftate, which after the death of the proprietor 
may be difpofed of in a different manner from the other Negroes 
upon it; there it is neceffary to diftinguifh, otherwife it would be 
difficult to know, by the lofs of plantation books or otherwife, the 
Negroes that might belong to the fep.irate interefts; in that cafe, a 
brand is neceffary. A brand alfo is neceffary, frequently, in cafes 
of Slaves taken upon leafe, and where the property continues 
verted in the leffor. 

Of what nature is the brand, and how is it inflidfed, and how is 
it applied ? 

The brand is made of filver, two letters, which are about the 
fize of half an inch, and it is applied upon the right or left 
fhoulder; a little oil is rubbed before the application, then the 
brand is heated with fpirits of wine, and clapped inftantly upon 
the fhoulder, and drawn off; it makes a fmall impreflion, and 
a little fcab; the effedt of it feldom remains above four or five 
days. 

Is it deemed a painful operation ? 

It is not at all a painful operation, much the fame as a fhock of 
eledtricity. 

What 
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What do you conceive would be the effed, if any, with regard 
to the Negroes, of the repeal of what are called the credit laws; 
would their condition be better, or rendered worfe by it ? 

In the courfe of my official bufinefs I have very often been pained 
by the ill effeds which the prefent mode of levying upon Negroes 
has had upon thofe Negroes, for there is nothing that a Negro 
dreads more than to be taken in execution for debt, in almoft 
every cafe I ever knew, and it feldom or ever happens that he does 
not undergo very confiderable diftrefs. I think the condition of the 
Negro would be very greatly meliorated if he were attached to the 
foil, and made real eftate, net fubjed to be levied upon for the pay¬ 
ment of perfonal debts; and I have, in converfation very often with 
many of the leading gentlemen in the Aflembly in Jamaica, heard 
their opinion upon the fubjed ; which was, that were it not for 
the exiffing ads of parliament which prevented it, laws would 
be made in Jamaica for the purpofe of attaching them to the foil, 
and making them real eftate; but it was very well known that no 
governor would pafs any law fo immediately oppofite and contrary 
to an ad of parliament; and unlefs creditors fhould have an equi¬ 
valent to make up for this fecurity, even if fuch a law were to be 
pafled in the ifland, the creditor would procure its difallowance 
here as an ad of injuftice to himfelf. But I have often thought, 
and I am ftill of opinion, that it would be for the intereft of the 
creditor, generally, that the Negro fhould be made real eftate in- 
ftead of perfonal; if fuch a law were framed as to give the cre¬ 
ditor a fummary remedy for the recovery of his debt, by a fequef- 
tration under the authority of the court, what we call the Grand 
Court of Jamaica; and I have no doubt that fuch an alteration in 
the conftitution, in Jamaica, would have a moft falutary effed: 
with refped to the Negroes, that it would be highly beneficial 
to the debtor, and that it would alfo be beneficial to the cre¬ 
ditor. 

Are you to be underftood to fay, that, in your opinion, the fubfift- 
ing ads of parliament are the only bar to fuch an arrangement as 
you have ftated ? 

I am of opinion, that if thefe ads did not exift, the legiflature 
of Jamaica would very foon adopt fome fuch plan as I have now 
mentioned. 

Whether you, who are fo well acquainted with Negroes, both 
thofe who are natives of Jamaica, and thofe who are imported, ever 
obferved either of them to be affeded by the heat of the fun, and 
to complain of working in the heat of the day ? 

Cc 
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I never remember to have known a Negro complain of tco 
much heat from the climate; on the contrary, in the hotteft times 
of the year, 1 have known a Negro lie by a fire in his own houfe : 
and 1 further remember a very extraordinary circumftance; in 
riding down the interval of a cane-piece, I obferved a Negro fall 
afleep, when the fun was Alining, about eight o’clock in the morning, 
lying clofe to the fire that was boiling the breakfafi: for the Negroes, 
at a time that I inyfelf, on horfeback, although Iheltered by a very 
jarge white hat, was ready to faint. 

Does that obfervation apply to Creoles, as well as to the Negroes 
imported ? 

It does, equally to the one as to the other. 

Have you no fuch procefs as extent againft the land, for recovery 
of debt ? 

We have, by a particular law of our own country. 

And that is, upon a recovery for a fimple contrail debt, as well 
as for any other ? 

Yes; by recovery of debts upon judgment. 

Who provides for the maintenance of the Negro when he is in 
prifon, when taken in diftrefs, till the vendue? 

I think, the Jaw of the country regulates, that the deputy- 
inarAial, the officer of the provoft-marffial, who is the gaol- 
keeper, fiiall provide the Negro with provifions, to the value of 
fo much per day. 

At whofe expence ? 

The coft of the provifions is deducted from the produce of the 
fale, in the firft inftance. 

How are they maintained whilft they are in prifon; are they 
well and fufficiently maintained ? 

In general, they are. 

Are they kept in as clofe confinement as criminal prifoners, or 
prifoners for debt, or other prifoners in the country? 

They are kept in confinement in a prifon diat has a very confi- 
derable extent, a large open court, and they have rooms that 
they retire to when they lleep, or when they take their provi¬ 
fions ; but the confinement they have in the prifons is by no 
means diftreffing for the time that they remain, for mofi: of the 
gaols, indeed all the gaols in Jamaica have a very large extent within 
their walls. 
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What is the fort of diftrefs, therefore, that the Slave fuffers when 
he is taken in execution for his matter's debts? 

From being removed from a fituation where he had made his 
own particular Icttlement, where he had any connections that 
he might have formed, and where he is under the neceflity, if 
purchafed by a ttranger, of beginning the whole of his fettlement 
anew, without any knowledge of the character of the perfon who 
may be his purchafer. 

Is it ufual to brand Creole Slaves in the lame manner as thole 
that are imported ? 

Only in the particular cafes I mentioned in a former anfwer. 

What are the cafes ? 

Where there may be feparate reverfionary interefts, it is neceftary 
there to diftinguilh the progeny of the Negro women; for it 
would be difficult and fometimes impoffible to diftinguilh them, 
by the lofs of plantation books and otherwife; and this brand 
therefore is very frequently made ufe of for that purpofe j and it is 
alfo very frequently made ufe of in the cafes of leafed Slaves, where 
the property of the Slave continues vetted in the leffor, to diftinguilh 
the Negroes. ° 

And that applies to Creole Slaves as well as to others ? 

Yes. 

In tenancies in common and in joint-tenancies do they brand 
them ? J 

The tenure of Slaves with relpeCt to inheritance is the fame as 
the tenure of the land- 

The W itnefs was directed to withdraw. 

The Counfel were directed to withdraw. 
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Die Veneris , 25 0 1792. 


T HE O der of the Day being read for taking into further Con- 
fideration the prefent State of the Trade to Africa, and parti¬ 
cularly the Trade in Slaves; and alfo for taking into Confideration 
the Nature, Extent, and Importance of the Sugar, Coffee, and Cot¬ 
ton Trade; and the general State and Condition of the Weft-India 
Iflands, and the Means of improving the fame j and for the Lords 
to be fummoned; and for the feveral Petitioners to be heard by 
their Counfel at the Bar of the Houle, in fupport of their Petitions 
againft the Abolition of the Slave Trade: 

Counfel were accordingly called in. 

Then LEWIS CUTHBERT, Efquire, was again called in, and 
examined as follows : 

(By a Lord.) Whether the price of Negroes has rifeo con- 
liderably of late years ? 

Since my knowledge of Jamaica the price of Negroes has rifen, 
that is, of the prime Negroes, from 50 1 . to 75 1 . currency, in the 
courfe, I think, of thirty-one years. 

Is it common for the Negroes to run away from the plantations i 
It certainly happens frequently upon fome eftatesj upon other 
eftates very feldom. 

Upon thofe eftates where it does happen, to what caufe is fuch 
running away to be afcribed ? 

The general caufe I have always conceived to be a difpofition in 
the Negro refractory with refpeCt to work. There have been in- 
ftances of Negroes having been induced to run away, when they 
.have committed a fault or a crime deferving punifhment, to avoid 
apprehenfion and punifhment for it. 

Why does this happen upon certain eftates fo much more than 
upon others ? 

Becaufe upon certain eftates there may be, and certainly are, a 
greater number of refractory Negroes than there are upon other 
eftates : I can attribute it to no other caufe. 
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What is ordinarily the number of White fervantS upon a plan¬ 
tation ? r 

We have a law in Jamaica called the Deficiency Law, which 
enadts, that a White perfon fhall be kept for every thirty Negroe% 
and for every 150 head of ftock j and in cafe of fuch deficiency, the 
propr.etor of the plantation pays a tax, called the Deficiency Tax. 
That deficiency fometimes varies: what is called the Angle deficiency 
is 13 I. currency a year, double deficiency is 261. treble 391. which 
js the higheft deficiency, I believe, there ever was. The common 
number of White people upon a well-conditioned, upon a well- 
appointed eftate, is a manager, three book-keepers, of whom one 
generally is the diftiller, and one or two tradefmen, fometimes 
more: I have known eftates in Jamaica where there have been ten 
White people upon them j but in general there are from four to fix. 

What is the general number of Black domeftics in families of 
condition in Jamaica? 

This varies a good deal in fome families. I have known the do- 
meitics, including the children, to be twenty; in other families 
twelve, I myfelf, in my own family, feldom or never had fewer than 
eleven or twelve; that is, when my family was in Jamaicathe laft 
time I was out. 

Whether the ploughs that you have known to be ufed, were verv 
Jmall ploughs, or very large, ftrong, and heavy ploughs ? 

I have known them of both defections, and of a middling de- 
fcription, particularly the plough for making cane holes for planting 
which is done upon fome eftates, that is a very large plough: and* 
1 have known it drawn with ten oxen. 0 

You have faid, that you was the attorney of eleven or twelve 
eftates; at what diftance were thofe eftates from the place of vour 
ordinary refidence ? 3 

They differ in dillances: there were fome effates at Co great a dif. 
tana: that 1 could wily vifit them at moll twice a year: but in all 

thofe cafes I was joined with gentlemen refident upon the fnot or 

Who were within a few miles of fuch eftates, and my bufinelTwhen 
I went upon thofe eftates to vifit them, was to confab „i, h refpeft to 
the ltate of the plantations with the adting attorney. In no cafe. 
Where I was attorney at any diftance, was I the foie attorney: but 

plantation yS *"* att0rney rcfident within a fliort diftance of fuch 

How was you, as attorney, paid ,• and how were the other attornies 
paid: whether upon the fugar made ? 

By 
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the^cornm!flion°pa{dTo an' attorney fefix'rT^ UfagC ° f *“*«. 

produce; which fix per cent !« /• *j a P" r F ent * u P on the grofs 
nies, if there are oneftrvo or l r e ' ' f t ^ Ua " y e «* 

caf« where the A” ««-» 

commifljon. 6 CC,Ve a certa,n salary in li C u of 

execution ituheraTrfe'rf a yeaJ?"** generaII P in J a “aica in 

number ofNeg^t “akZinlito! « e^Xrf Th^'’ f'r 

hareknowoVcounwhen^hereh’ *"* V ,“ y mod ' r3te i that is', °I 

didrefs ; but i,T! ^ n °' '?°£ a Negr « s «d by 

makea title, mud be fold under ih/n'"'’ ^ e S rocs > in order to 
Jn fuch cafe the Neernl „ prec 'P‘ ° f ,hc P rovoft trarflal. 
until thevery day nfSrTlthou/hl T’^r* 0 ** their 

precedes ,he ftle 

from their fituat'ions 

always the cafe in fuch falec that th ' ’ , tfaen 11 13 al, noft 

moved from thrir fiZS u l ±ey are P u ^afed not to be re¬ 
beg leave further to a HH S ’j , U , to ret . urn there immediately. I 

gentleman executing tfofoffice whfchl ti™* 1 tha ‘ ">= 

•iety of occafions pfev^teT^l to n ‘ “ “P°" a va- 

debtor, in f uc b C afe a, Cve me„do °d ^n “ d d '^ to * h = 
the provoft marflial to his denntv ^ Wh . a P rcce Pt ihiies from 
it in the mod expedhious37* 1 dcput >' ,s juiced to execute 

SSftSW 

happens, it has happened to myfelf in cafes whe TiFf ^ re< | j ent ^ 
m the debtor, to admit a levy o^ certainNe^« h 1 ^ Confid ™ co 
to the honour of the debtor v T j F „ by name » trufting 
promifed before thefirftdav of^tb^ ^ de ^ t /^ ou ^ not be com? 
the Negroes fhould be fold ^hatrt? "feVf.” re ^ uircd that 
groes to be fold in the regular and Nc ’ 

They h ar^ e8r ° W ° men em P Ioyed in the held ? 

cf^^ the eftates 

t « a queftion I cannot anfwcr with any precifion; lean in 
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eftates than upon others. 

Can you ftate the number of births and deaths on the eftates of 

which you had the fuperintendence ? . . e\:a£l ac- 

T cannot ftate it with precifion at this moment, but a very exat 

IfSiiiiis 

the Negroes have died. 

What is the lots per cent, which is commonly fuftained in the 

CmucSrding to circnmftances Of aU the 
eft te^ that I had the direttion of, the proprietors refidmg in this 

tsz 

difeafes than the Negroes taken upon the general plan. 1 herer ° r «* 
the decreafe in the Teafoning of foch Negroes 1 have known to be 
no, much, not above from &t to ten per cent, in the courfe of three 
. Knt when the Negroes have been afihfted with the yaws, 
KrticLT'h" ids has U much greater. With refpedt to the 

qneftion generally the toft “g Jnfide'r’all the Ioffes 

to'be' lofe of feafoning them; certainly the lofs is confiderable upon 

the whole. 

What do you mean by confiderable upon the whole ; how much 

cent to the beft of your knowledge l . . 

varies moft exceedingly i it varies according to particular cir- 
cumftan es and to the condition of the cargo imported It varies 
very inuch with refpeft to the particular part of the eoail of 
Guinea that the Negroes come from. 

Is it ten per cent, upon the whole ? , . 

I think that is a very moderate allowance upon the whole. 


Is it twelve ? 

It may be; I dare fay it is. 

Is it fourteen ? 

I do not know. 


Suppofe 
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Suppofe a jobbing gang of any number, and the fame number of 
Negroes fettled on a well-regulated eftate-, what will be the increafe 
of population in the one, when compared with the increafe of the 
other in a given time ? 

In my experience, I have obferved, that the jobbers, particularly, 
lofe, I think rather a fmaller proportion of their Negroes for the 
firft four or five years, than the fame proportion upon a well-fettled 
eftate ; but after thefe Negroes have remained with a jobber for a 
certain number of years, it is very cuftomary with that jobber to 
fell thofe Negroes all together to lbme eftate, near to where his fet- 
JL tlement is, and to purchafe a new fet. 

The queftion is not as to the decreafe, but as to the increafe of 
population P 

It is impofiible for me to anfwer that queftion ; I cannot do it; 
becaufe it varies fo very much, that there is no fuch a thing as a 
general rule that I can hazard to offer. 

What is the number of individuals of which a jobbing gang 
is compofed in general ? 

I have known jobbers poffeffed of 120 Negroes, and I have 
known others pofiefied of no more than thirty or forty; under the 
laft number a jobber cannot, with his own ftrength, undertake any 
job of any conftquence. 

Suppofe a jobbing gang of 100, which do you fay would pro¬ 
duce more children in a year, thofe Negroes, or 100 Negroes fet¬ 
tled in a well-regulated plantation? 

I think that a hundred Negroes, fuppofing the fexes to be the 
fame, upon a well-regulated plantation would produce more chil¬ 
dren than a hurdred jobbing Negroes, and my reafon is this ; the 
hundred Negroes upon the eftate are ftationary, and are not re¬ 
moved. A jobbing gang is firft in one part of the country, then 
in another, fometimes ten, fifteen, even as far as twenty miles 
from the place where the provifion ground is; and they are lels 
able 10 attend; and they are lefs furnilhed with grounds for 
themfelves than the Negroes upon eftates. 

Defcribe the mode in which the Negroes work in the field in 
Jamaica, whether it is in rows, or how? 

In holing for planting, which is the moft laborious work upon 
a plantation, it is generally done in rows; indeed always. In 
thefe cafes none but the healthy and ftrong Negroes are employed. 
There are upon every eftate two, and upon moft three gangs; 
there is the ftrong gang, the holing gang, as it is called; there is 
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the weaker gang, or the weeding gang; and the children, which 
is called the grafs gang; there are no Negroes in the firft but able, 
healthy, ftrong Negroes. 

With refpedt to the firft of thefe gang?, whether the weaker 
Negroes of that gang are not obliged to do as much work in the 
fame time as the ftrofiger Negroes, when they work in rows ? 

Where there are women who are employed when they are not 
pregnant, in digging cane-holes; there generally is a confider,ble 
proportion of women intermixed with men. 

In the mod laborious gangs ? 

Yes; though the women in thefe cafes do not by any means do 
fo much work as the men. 

Whether the difcuflion in this country refpedting the Slave Trade 
has or has not produced better laws and regulations in the illands 
refpedting the Negroes than what exifted before? 

My information relates to Jamaica entirely. I have to obferve, 
that in the year 1781, long before this queftion came into confi- 
deration, a law was paffed by the Affembly at Jamaica, called the 
Confolidated Law ; that law repealed all the ftatutes of the colony 
that bore hard upon the Negroes, fome of which, particularly the 
firft laws, which were taken literally from the law of Barbadoes, 
were all repealed.; and this law, which is a law fraught with hu¬ 
mane provifions for the Negroes, was then paffed, and paffed for two 
years as an experiment, for the conlideratijn of the public at large, 
to fee what further provifions might be neceffary. In the year 
1784 or 1785, I forget which, as I was not upon the ifland at 
the time, but I fpeak from information, and from prettv certain 
information, the Affembly was diffolved. In the year 1786 the 
fubjedt was fent abroad through every pariftr of the ifland, to get 
every fort of information that could be got. In the year 1787 the 
bill was paffed; I think it was in the year 1787 that this queftion 
came firft to be agitated. In the ye..r 1788 further provifions were 
added to the law of 1787, particularly one which was certainly in¬ 
tended in the law of 1787, that is, to make the murder of a Ne^roe 
felony without benefit of clergy. In the year 1788, the vervlirft 
confideration of the Affembly in that feflion was to remedy that 
defedt in the law, which was conlkLred to be entirely an omifiion. 

Now, confidering the great number cf mortgaged efiates which 
you have ftated to exift in Jamaica equal to above one-third of the 
whole, and that the Negroes are now liable to be fold for the pay¬ 
ment of their mafter’s debts; and confidering the many inconveni- 
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cnees and hardfliips to Negroes arifing from thence ; and confider- 
ing that the morals of the clergy in Jamaica, as you have Hated, 
are in general very bad indeed, and of bad example both to Blacks 
and Whites in general ; and that thofe immoral clergymen do not 
inftruft their Negroes in religion, and are not even Yufficient in 
number for that purpofe if they did their duty : Whether, if a 
greater number of clergymen and other perfons, both Black and 
White, were employed, men of exemplary morals, and who fhould 
make it their particular bufinefs to attend to the progrefs of the 
underflanding, with refpedt to Negroes, and to inculcate moral 
duties and religion ; and if Negroes were no longer liable to be fold 
to pay the debts of their owners ; whether, where there are now a 
hundredNcgro children born, there would be i io, 120, 130, or what 
other number, according to your opinion? It is not a fubjedt 
upon which a precife anfwer is to be expedled; but the belt opi¬ 
nion you can give, from the great attention that you flared to the 
Houfe the other day, that you had paid to Negro population ? 

I do believe, mofl fincerely, that if many of the matters con¬ 
tained in this queflion could be or were effected, that the con¬ 
dition of the Negro, by being rendered fo much better, might, 
and certainly would contribute to population and aflifl it. With 
refpedt to the effedts of religious inflrudtion and moral inflrudtion, 
it is fo very long a time to look forward to before the effedts could* 
be even perceived, that I think the prefent generation are not likely 

to fee any very great change with refpedt to population on that 
account. 

You fay, that if many of the things there flated were altered, it 
’Would very much increafe population ? 

^ ^ a y» certaic, y. lt would have the effedt of increafing population 
oy rendering the condition of the Negro fo much better. 

In what proportion upon 100, whether to no, 120, or what 
according to the bed of your opinion ? 

I cannot anfwer that part of the queflion at all; it is not poffible 
tor me to do it ; and, with permiflion, I do not think reafonable to 
expedt that I fhould anfwer fuch a queflion at this bar, without 
conndering it very deliberately. « 

Whether it would make ten per cent, difference ? 

I do not know. 

The Witnefs was diredled to withdraw; and being called in 
again, he was examined as follows : 
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You "have given in an account, ftating the number of Negroes, 
and firft of the Negroes in the ifland; from what account, or from 
what regifter, did you take that number ? _ 

1 took them generally from the reports of the Aflembly in Jamaica, 
and alfo from the evidence before the honourable the Council. 

What was the nature of that evidence upon which the Aflembly 

went in their report ? . , . c 

You will pleafe to obferve, that I have ftated that calculation from 

certain data , that is, from the tax-rolls; and that I have ftated the 

imports from the receiver-general’s books. 

Then the account of the number of Negroes exiftmg at each of 
thefe three periods in the ifland, you (late from the tax-rolls? 

From the tax-rolls entirely. 


The number of Negroes imported you ftate from the receiver- 
general’s account, from the account of the receiver-general of the 

CU From the account of the receiver-general of the ifland of Jamaica, 
who collects the ifland taxes 

From what do you ftate the account you have given in of the 
number of Negroes imported ? 

From the books of the receiver-general of toe ifland, the trea- 
furer of the ifland, I beg to explain, and will explain it precifely : 
Whenever a Negro Chip arrives, the mafter reports the number ot 
Negroes in the (hip ; and upon that report the receiver-general has 
a right to infift upon the payment of an import duty of ios. per 
head • there is, befides this, another duty upon all Negroes fold, ot 
20s. per head; at prefent it is 15^. for females, and 25s. for males; 
that duty is payable upon a fa!e, and is in tadt paid by the pur- 

chafer. 

Then there are two duties paid ? 

Yes; but I take this from the receiver-generals account ot 
the Negroes imported, upon a (hip’s arrival in the ifland. 

When you fay reported, you mean reported to the cuftom-houfe 

officer ? , , . . 

Yes • but I b-g leave to obferve, that the receiver-general s ac¬ 
count is the account of record. None of the other officers confer 
it of any confequencc? to afeertain the precife number of Negroes; 
but as in the receiver-general’s office the number reported is t e 
number upon which the import duty is paid, that mud be corredt. 

Whether 
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Whether you conceive that there could be anv nnffihl* 
between the account of the receiver-general o/tKS/ T 
account taken from the curtom-houff book. acfrtJh* 3nd thc 
country; whether any cafualty or any accident could hav T ^ ^ 
to occafion a difference between the account of thf* e ha PP ened 
•ion „f lhe Negro, as ftated in 

and the account taken by the receiver-general of :n 7 ^ ’ 

two atxoutttsT ^ rCa ^° —■ 

office"" i® 8 o n n ceive 0 ";L rC ffi " ,ha ". rard ^,i» >'>= cuftom-houfe 
tainly be the ITco^k accent muff C er- 

Whether you had accefs to both' thefe accounts- the mfW> i r 
officer’s and the receiver-general’s ? ’ the cuftpm-houfe 

I never confulted any other account than the receiver-general’s. 
Whether the yaws is a difeafe to which the Negroes are fubieft 

t n w cl™r 1 or whe,hcr ** - 4411 

They certainly are fubjeft to it in their own country becaufe T 

ka?fc k fT ™ ny NcSTOS im P° r,ed who had tlle yaw, and ffie 
mark of the yaws at thc time of their fale, and their havin , had 

he yaws was a cncumffimce of very great advantage, and enhanced 

the value of the Negroes who had had it; therefore them ca"™ 

Indies. 0 ” U ' " muft ln Africa as weil as in the Weft 

Are the yaws an epidemic diforder, which people of this deferin 
tton catch, as Europeans do the fmall-pox ? P ‘"'P* 

It certatnly isj only that I think it is taken in a different man- 

r£ my opinion 1 ;t is —s 

no means *“” * 

of ky n fu'k°at n any 't? m ? P “ me * ^ d ° 1 rCColka cver ha ™8 h «td 

F f 


Whether 
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Whether you have ever known any Negro, after he has been re- 
ftored ,0 Kerry, go back .0 his na.ive country, or defirous of 

going back to it ? . 

I never heard an inftance of the Kino. 

Whether the overfeer or the managers of eftates have any emolu¬ 
ment, and what, on the purchale of Slaves ? 

They have none. 

Arc there any encouragements, and what, given to a Negro who 
is inclined ,0 live with on? woman, or to one woman who rs rnchned 
to live with one man ; or any encouragement given to women that 
or rear one or more children ? . r ■ • i 

b There are no publicencouragements given tothe perfonstowheh 

.l.e firft Dart of the q .ertion relates , but u is certain that Negroes 
who remain attached to one another, and live decently, have every 
fort of encouiagement that the proprietor and a good manager can 
cive them, generally fpeaking. I knew one gentleman many years 
of very large fortune, and of great humanity Mr. Thomas 
Hah of the^parifh of St. Jame^s, in Jamaica ; and he himlelf has 
told me that any woman who had reared five children was per- 
mUted m do wfi (he pleafed, and no fort of work whatever re¬ 
quired of her, except to take care of her children ; that is he: on y 
inftance that I recoiled of the kind. But I can mention an inftance 
of myfelf and another gentleman with whom I had the good for¬ 
tune t^o be joined as attorney in the management ofleveral eftates :: m 
order to encourage the breeding and rearing of children, wei made 
it public upon all the eftates which we were concerned for, tha: every 
Negro woman who ftiould produce a child a month old, (bou d ha e 
two dollars as a reward; and that the fame woman producing the 
fame child after its being weaned, ftiould have two dollars mor .1 
eftablifhed the fame rewards upon every other eftate that I had the 

diredion of. 

Is it to be underftood that thefe encouragements were only given 
upon the eftate of Mr. Hall, and thofe you have had the manage- 

” ? cannot anfwer that queftion with any certainty ; but I have 
mentioned the circumftance to many gentlemen in the ifland who 
were in my own fixation, who highly approved of it, and confi- 
dered that the reward was too little. 

Had thefe rewards any good effea? 

I am convinced they had, even in the fhort experience of three 
years. 


Are 
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Are there not other encouragements and other regulations which 
may tend extremely to increafe the number of children that are 
born and reared in the country? 

There certainly may be a number of encouragements that may 
conduce very much to rearing of children in Jamaica; and I am 
decidedly of opinion, that the legiflature of Jamaica will pafs fome 
law to oblige encouragement of that kind to be given, or that they 
may be given at the public expence. 

Enumerate thofe encouragements which you think would be of 
ufe in promoting the breeding and rearing of children ? 

I cannot anfwer that queftion at this moment definitely, cer¬ 
tainly; but it occurs to me that fuch encouragements as I myfelf 
gave, if enlarged, would have a very good efTedt; and if fuch en¬ 
couragements as Mr. Hall gave to his Negro women, that is, that 
after rearing five children they fliould then be required to do no 
more work than the taking care of their children, if that were a 
public regulation, it would certainly be highly beneficial. 

Do the women fuckle their own children ? 

Almoft always, as far as I have obferved. 

Are they obhged to labour during that time, and what kind of 
labour are they confined to ? 

I ftated that in my evidence yefterday. 

Whether Negroes are frequently the objedt of dower ? 

They are always the objedt of dower in all dowable cafes, except 
that they are fubjedt to the payment of perfonal debts, and debts upon 
judgment, which take place prior. 

Whether truft-money is ever exprefsly, by the term of the truft, 
diredted to be laid out in the purchafe of Slaves by way of le- 
curity ? 

I have known very frequent inftances of that kind. 

Whether that diforder which you ftated to be fo fatal to chil¬ 
dren, “ the locked-jaw,” in their earlieft infancy, is not fjppofed to 
be increafed by the improper manner in which the women carry 
their ch ldren ? 

As the locked-jaw generally happens within fourteeen days after 
the birth, I apprehend that the manner of the women’s carrying 
their children does not in any way caufe it. 

Whether in the cafe of a White man charged with the murder of 
a Negro in Jamaica, the fame circumllantial evidence which 

would 
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-would be fufficient to prove the murder of a White perfon, would 
be admitted by a jury in proof of the murder of a Negro? 

My opinion is decidedly that it would. 

Whether information given by a Negro to a magiftrate in Ja¬ 
maica would not be deemed fufficient ground for inveftigating the 
circumflances of an alleged murder committed by a White perfon 
on the body of a Negro ? 

It moft undoubtedly would. 

You having ftated, that the Negroes frequently ran away on fome 
eflates; whether thefe Negroes be the imported adult Negroes, or 
whether they be the natives ? 

In cafes where they run away for crimes committed deferving 
punifhment, I believe the cafes are pretty equal with refpedt to 
Creoles and imported Negroes ; but there are a number of Negroes 
newly imported, and very ignorant, who lofe themfelves, wander 
away, and go into other plantations in the hopes of meeting fome 
of their countrymen with whom they can converfe. 

Having attributed the frequency of their running away to a re- 
fradtorinefs of difpofition, have you obferved the fame refradtori- 
nefs to have obtained equally among the Creoles as among the 
imported Negroes? 

The Creole Negroes being certainly in a fituation to obtain more 
knowledge, and to know the confequences of running away, are 
generally lefs refradtory than imported Negroes, who come moft 
frequently in a very ignorant ftate ; confequently, I conceive that 
there are a greater number of impoited Negroes who are refradtory 
than of the Creoles. 

In the account that you have delivered in, you ftate a certain number 
of Negroes yearly as imported and retained, that implies a certain 
number exported; from what document do you derive your account 
of the number of Negroes exported annually? 

By the free-port laws eftablifhing a certain number of free ports 
in Jamaica, a duty is laid, to be paid on the export, a fmall duty 
merely to afeertain the number exported, and that account is ge¬ 
nerally kept in the cuftem-houfe: that duty, I think, I am not 
quite certain as to the fadt, but I think that that duty is received by 
the colledtor of the cuftoms, by the 37 Geo. III. c. 27. 

Then it is to be underftood, that you take your account of the 
number of Negroes exported annually from the account kept by 
the cuftom-houfe officers at thefe free ports? 

I I took 
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Hf took the numbers from the reports of the committees of the 
Affembly, to whom all tbefe numbers were fent regularly, from 
the regular offices at the different free ports. 

Suppofing no expence nor attention were fpared,and that the objedt 
of the planter were principally or folcly to rear Slaves, might not 
many more be reared than are at prefent, where cultivation was the 
principal object ? 

I believe 1 have anfwered that queftion before j I think that a 
greater number of children might be born. 

In what proportion do you fuppofe ? 

I cannot anfwer that queftion at prefent, becaufe there are a variety 
of circumft nces to be taken into confutation, to enable me to an¬ 
fwer it properly. 

Would it make a confiderable difference, or a trifling one ? 

I think it would make a confiderable difference in time. 

What do you think would be the difference between the perfun 
who was rearing purpofely for the fake of Slaves, or the perfoir 
whofe objedt was cultivation as well as rearing Slaves? 

I never knew any one inftance of any planter, or of any other de- 
feription of men, keeping Negro women merely for the purpofe of 
breeding out of them. 

i 

The queftion was put. Whether, if a perfon’s objedt was to rear 
Slaves, he could not i'ucceed in rearing more than a perfon whofe 
objedt was cultivation as well as rearing Slaves ? You anfwered, Yes.' 
It was then alked, What were the reafons that would make that dif-. 
ference, in your apprehenfion? why would the perfon whofe objedt 
was folely to rear Slaves, fucceed better than the other perfon who 
was both cultivating and rearing ? 

I have ftated, that I never knew an inftance of the rearing of 
children being the foie objedt. 

Whether fuch an objedt would not neceflarily be attended with 
a deprivation or diminution of labour? 

If Negroes were not to labour at all, or to labour entirely for 
themfelves, perhaps more children might be born and reared, 
and perhaps not; but that is a queftion that I really cannot- 
anfwer. 

Do you mean to ftate, that you think the labour that is re-' 
quired of the Slaves prevents their breeding, and prevents that 
proper attention which is neceflary to the rearing of their 
children ? 

G S fn 
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In every cafe where Negroes are overworked, or have been Over¬ 
worked, and Tome cafes of that nature fometimes occur, although 
not often, I think if overworked, that would undoubtedly, in my 
opinion, operate againft the breeding and rearing of children. I beg 
leave to add, that one of the firlt objects of every planter, that I 
have ever known, has been that of breeding and rearing children. 

In what ftations are the mod fteady and confidential Negroes on 
an eftate ufually employed ? 

They are employed as drivers, as head cattlemen, as head mule- 
men, as tradefmen of every kind, as head watchmen, as head 
boilers; and, in fhort, in a variety of offices, which give them fome 
confederation, and no fmall confederation upon a well-regulated 
eftate; and they have a double allowance of clothing, of rum, of fugar, 
and of hei*rings. Salt-filh is given to every Negro in that fituation. 

Is that confidered as more advantageous to their health than the 
manner in which the others are treated ? 

Negroes fb employed are in general fubjedt to the fame diforders 
as the other Negroes upon eftates; in general they are worked as 
much as the other Negroes, except the drivers, whofe bufinefs it is 
to be in the fituation of officers, and who do very little work with 
their own hands. 

Whether the double allowance of food, and of additional 
clothing, conduces more to their health ? 

I do not think that it does, fo as to be confidered a matter of 
confequetice j it contributes to their enjoyment, to their pleafures 
and fatisfadtion. 

Whether there are a number of free Negroes in the ifland of 
Jamaica ? 

There are a number of free Negroes, as well as of free Mulattoes, 
and People of Colour in Jamaica j there are alfo free Negroes that 
are called the Maroons. 

Whether thole free Negroes increafe their number by births? 

As far as I have ever been able to obferve, I think they do not. 

The Maroons, I underftand, are runaway Negroes that lived in 
the mountains P 

They are Negroes that were in a ftate of rebellion, and were 
exceedingly injurious and hurtful to the country, and many wars 
wre carried on againft them ; and in the year 1739, the then 
Governor (Trelawny) entered into a treaty with them, by which 
they were all made free, under certain limitations; and they had 

towns 
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towns and grounds in the interior part of the country allotted for 
tnejr refidence and fupport; and in every town there were bv law 
two White perfons as officers eftabliffied by the governor. 

birffisY^ 1 * Maroons have increafed their number by 

From the time of the treaty to the Iaft account that I faw of their 
numbers, previous to my leaving Jamaica, they have decreafed in a 
molt extraordinary degree. 

Can you ftate what their number was at the time of the treaty 
in f 7 ^ 9 5 an< ^ .at l ^ cir num ber was when you left Jamaica ? 

My recolledhon does not affift me enough to mention the precile 
numbers; and therefore what I may fay may be very incorredl.; 
but 1 think, that the number at the time of the treaty was little fhort 
of betwe n two and three thoufand. I fpeak this with very great 
doubt; but the number at the time that I left Jamaica, I conceive, 
did not exceed four hundred in all; I think fo; but I may be ex- 
ceedingly wrong in this ftatement; but I can very foon inform my- 
idt by the records. , 3 

They and their pofterity were made free by the treaty > 

They and the pofterity of the females. 

Whether you can account for that extraordinary decreafe ? 

I have heard it accounted for; and I will mention the manner 
that I account for it. I underftand there are eight or nine hundred 
remaining. In the firft place, they are in general very diffolute ; they 
are exceedingly fond of rum; they are given moft exceedingly to wan¬ 
der, andmftead of taking wivesof their own people, of the free people 
they generally have intercourfe with the women of the neighbouring 
plantations, fo that the children born from that intercourfe are 
Slaves: on the other hand, the women, while they are young, gene¬ 
rally wander, and are the wives, or rather have a promifeuous lnter- 
courfe with the Negro Slaves, and with others of different plantations 
and contract difeafes accordingly, which are all inimical to population! 

Is not the proportion of women very fmall among them ? 

I do not know the proportion ; I never heard it mentioned. 

or Stou't 1 do ,hey ** 

Thar principal means of livelihood is the pay given to them as 
parties to be fent after runaways, and certain rewards given to them 
for bringing in runaways; they have grounds which they work, 
and on which they rear provifions for their own fubfiftence; they 

7 have 
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have hogs which they prepare in a particular manner, and which are 
confidered to be a very good thing, which they bring down to market 
and fell: they catch crabs, and (hoot ring-tail pigeons and other 
game that is found in the interior parts of the country ; and I be¬ 
lieve that thofe are the principal means of their fubfiftcnce, (or I 
never myfelf knew any inftance where they laboured upon planta¬ 
tions; and 1 believe if they ever have done it, that theinftances are 
very few indeed. 

Have they cultivated the lands that were allotted to them by 

^They have planted fome parts of them with provifions for their 
own fupport; but 1 fpeak with very great diffidence as to this quef- 
tion, for I never was in one of thofe Negro towns in my life. 

Have they divided the lands, allotted to them by treaty, between 
them, or do they no'v hold them in common ? 

1 really cannot anfwer the queftion with certainty, never having 
been in any of their towns; but 1 believe that the lands allotted to 
them are divided among individuals, much in the lame manner as the 
lands upon plantations allotted to the Negroes, and that each works 
his own little portion for his own feparate ufc; but, however, 1 dc 
not know precifely that this is the cafe. 

Whether they do not receive additional numbers from the runaway 
Negroes, or do they always reftore them when they come amongft 
them ? 

They cannot receive any additional number from runaways, be- 
caufe they are under the immediate rnfpedtion of their officers, the 
White perfons appointed to refide in their towns; and by the treaty, 
one of the conditions prevented them from the purchafe of any 
Negroes, or, in (hort, from making any addition to their numbers 
except by births. 

Having ftated that there are a vaft number of free People of 
Colour and Negroes in the ifland of Jamaica, fpeak whether you 
have obferved, that this particular defeription of men or women is 
inclined to labour or not ? 

I think, in general, that they are not inclined to any thing like 
hard labour ; they are in general tradefmen, or people employed by 
them in rather light work; they feldom hire themfelves for the 
purpofe of labouring in the fields as field Negroes ; I do not know 
an inftance of it. 

Having ftated that the Sunday throughout the year is allowed to the 

Slave; 
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f£*i "'. hcthe f. du ; , ' n S cr0 P- li ™. there have not been Mances of 
a Slave hiring himfelf out for that day to particular labours ? 

I have known the Slaves in crop-time, and at other times, hire 
their Sunday labour very frequently, particularly near towns, or 
near dipping at wharfs, and upon various other occafions ; but in 
general the proprietor, or the proprietor’s reprefentatives or the 
managers endeavour as much as poflible to prevent this, and keep 
them employed in cultivating their own grounds. P 

Whether the women Slaves that belong to eftates adjoining to 
the principal harbour in the ifland, have not permiffion to go on the 
Saturday evening, with the various produce from their own^rounds 
on board of the King’s Ihips and the merchantmen, and arc not re! 
qmred to be prefent upon the eftates tiU the proper hour of work 
on the Monday following ? * * WOrlc 

They certainly are upon many occafions. 

The Witnefs was directed to withdraw. 

Then SIMON TAYLOR, Efquire, was called in; and being 
lworn, was examined as follows i • & 

Are you a native of Jamaica ? 

I am. 

Do you poflefs any real eftate in that ifland? 

I certainly do. 

By inheritance as well as by purchafe ? 

By inheritance as well as by pu: chafe. 

How long have you refided in that ifland ? 

. \ fai,ed from England in the year 1760, and I arrived in Tamale, 
in the month of Ottober of that fame year I failed fm v .1 

the 17th of May, 1791. Y * 1 ^ fr0m thence 

don^o„c y e°rn S f rin£ ** ^ ° f *“• m “ ch “PS* in plants. 
During the whole. 

Had you any number of Negfoes, and what, under your imme- 
diate dire&ion and management ? / 

1 had a very great number indeed of Negroes under my care- a 
great many belonging to inyfelf, as well as to other people. 

How many ? 

H h 


When 
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When I came from Jamaica I had upwards of four thoufand. 

Of your own and of other people’s ? 

Yes. 

What proportion of them were your own ? 

Of my own upwards of 1,200; and of my nephew’s 400. 

Do you know the general treatment of the Negroes in that ifland ? 

I certainly do. 

Are they in general treated with humanity ? 

They are in general treated with humanity. 

Is the fituation of the Negroes tolerably comfortable in refpedt 
to diet, clothing, lodging, and other indulgences ? 

The fituation of every good Negro is very comfortable; they are 
regularly clothed every year; they have houfes, they have grounds, 
and they have property. 

Is the fituation of the Negro in general as comfortable as the 
fituation of the labouring poor in this kingdom ? 

From what I have feen of them, the fituation of the good 
Negroes in general upon eftates is better. 

What is the fituation of the bad Negro ? 

Certainly not fo comfortable as that of the good. 

What do you mean by good and bad Negroes ? 

A Negro that will take care of his grounds, his houfe, his pigs, 
and his property, is a good Negro. 

Do you mean by a bad Negro, a perfon negligent in all thofe par¬ 
ticulars ? 

I do. 

Have Negroes lands allotted them for their provifions ? 

Upon every eftate that I have had any connection with, they have.. 

Do you mean for the individual provifion of each particular 
Negro ? 

For the provifion of each particular Negro and his family. 

Are there other lands, befides the lands fet apart for each Negro 
individually, which are kept in cultivation for the general mainte¬ 
nance of the Negroes upon the eftate ? 

There are. 

Can you fpecify the proportion of land to any given number of 
Negroes, four for inftance ? 
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By law, I think, that it is an acre for evjry four Negroes ;■ in Ge¬ 
neral I have made ir a rule to have a great deal more. 43 

Are Negroes permitted to acquire property in the ifland of 
Jamaica, and of what fort ? 

They are. Negroes are allowed very often to have a cow, and-a 
follower. Before the law, which has prevented Negroes from keep- 
ing horfes and mares, they had mares, and railed colts and mules • 
1 have bought mules from my Negroes; they have alfo hogs, and all 
forts of poultry to raife; they may alfo r.ife any quantity of pro- 
vilions they have a mind to raife ; and they have aright to fell it and 
dilpoie of it as they pleafe. 

Do they in fad raife poultry and other provifions for fale to anv 
confiderable amount ? ^ 

They certainly do; I have often bought a couple of dozen of 
capons intone day from my Negroes. 

Are they permitted to go to the public markets with the pro- 
ouce of their provifion lands ? * 

They certainly are upon Sundays and holidays. 

Are they allowed to have any fort of property in their proviGon 
lands, which they can tranfmit to their children or others > 

By invariable euftom they have ; and I have bought'grounds 
from fome of the Negroes that have acquired them of their fa- 
mines, in order to fettle other Negroes upon them. 

Can you form any eftimate of the quantity of provifions brought 
on a market-day, which is on a Sunday, tp Kingfton market, bv 
.Negroes, as the produce of their pruvifion grounds? 

1 am confident, that upon a Saturday afternoon and upon a Sunday 
I have fecn Negroes to the amount of 10,000 going down with 
proviiions to Kingfton market: reckoning tiiefe Negroes to carry 
only at the rate of five (hillings each, it amounts to 2,5001. 

Have you at any time accommodated any of the Negroes, in the 

means of tranfporting the produce of their eftates to Kin^on 
market r 

M- When u ^ parCeI ° f Ne 8 roes at a particular eftate called 
tlector s River, had a large parcel of yams that they could not fell, 

I lent them a gallop in order to carry it round, and made them a 
prefent of the freight. 

of ,he Ne ^ ocs in Ihc ifl - d •*»> - 


Ido 









[ 124 I 


I do not think they are. 

To what caufe do you attribute the excefs of the number of 
deaths over the number of births ? 

There are feveral caufes; there is certainly a difparity in the num¬ 
ber of males to the females, in the original importation, and in 
the ifland. Their promifcuous intercourfe with one another ; their 
nodurnal rambles. There are a vaft number of Negroes die of 
what they call the locked-jaw ; I never knew a child that was 
taken with it recover; with us it attacks them within the nine 
days. There are worms which deftroy a great number of Negro 
children; but I conceive the thing which deftroys more Negroes 
than any thing elfe, is venereals. 

Is that diforder very malignant among Black people ? 

It is. 

Is proper medical afliftance given to perfons labouring under this 
and other diforders ? 

The Negroes feldom, that ever I knew, came into the outhoufe 
or hofpital for venereals, until they were in a very bad Hate, and 
that is what makes it fo malignant. There was a dodtor who 
attended every plantation upon the eftates that I was concerned for, in 
the parifh of Sr.Thomas’s in the Eaft; there were five efiates where 
the dodtor conftantly refided, and I think they paid every attention 
that they could to the Negroes. 

Were thefe dodtors paid by the year for the general care of the- 
plantation, or were they paid for each particular occafion and at¬ 
tendance ? 

They were paid by the year at fo much a head, and I always im¬ 
ported medicines from this country. 

Have you been prefent at the purchafe of Slaves upon their 
arrival ? 

I have purchafed many a hundred. 

In what manner is the traffic carried on in the ifland ? 

When a Guineaman arrives, the perfon to whom fhe is configned, 
advertifes the fale of the Slaves upon fuch a day; he writes to his 
friends in the country for them to come down ; thofe that have an 
inclination to purchafe, and ability to pay, do; and after they 
have made an agreement, they purchafe fo many. The prime 
Slaves are commonly fold the firft day : about a week after, they fell 
by fmall parcels the remainder, which are generally difpofed of to 
foreigners. The troubles had not broke out in St. Domingo before 
I failed, and confequently the foreigners were Spanifh and French. 
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In what manner are the new Negroes ufually treated on their firft 
arrival .? 

I have feen them always treated very kindly and very well. The 
firfl: night they are commonly fent either into the kitchen or into 
the hofpital, which are dry warm places. We look out for the bell; 
Negroes and the moll trully people ; we give one Negro to each of 
them, in order for him to flay in his houfe, and to be jpken care of; 
we conllantly feed thofe Negroes with provilions delivered out of the 
llores; we have a perfoti that underllands their language, to drefs 
their victuals, and to fee that they are kept clean; we put them to the 
eafiell work we pofiibly can for fome time; the old Negroes take 
thele new people into their grounds with them on Sundays and holi¬ 
days, and Ihew them the way of working the grounds; the overfeer 
commonly fends thefe people in a gang once or twice in the week 
to fome ruinate grounds, which island that has been in provifions 
before, and which has run into bulhes, in order to clear it, and to make 
grounds and provifion places for thofe new Negroes. When the land 
is prepared, we generally hole it for corn; when that is come up, we 
run rt through either with cocoa or yams, and a plantain walk, and 
divide it among thofe Negroes when it is in full bearing. When 
thefe Negroes have been fome little time in the country, to grow a 
little fenlible, and wilh for houfes—we draw out the timber for 
them—we carry it to the place where they wifh to have a houfe— 
we give them time to build a houfe—we aflill them with carpenters 
and other Negroes to get them finifhed, and then give it to them 
commonly one houfe to two Negroes. I have built houfes for new 
Negroe', that they fhould come into them as foon as they came 
upon theeftate; b it every one of thefe houfes they let go to ruin, 
as they would not live in them, calling them parifh houfes. 

Do they build houfes for themfelves .? 

They build houfes for themfelves in the way I was mentioning, 
with our afliftance. ’ 

In what manner are the females, upon their arrival, taken care of? 

There are always men who are very glad to take them and to 
keep them as their wives. 

They are left to their own choice in that particular, without the 
interference of the overfeer? 

We never interfere with them; if a man likes a girl and takes 
her, and promifes to take care of her, very well; if fhe do not chufe to 
live with that man, we give her to another that fhe does like. 

II 
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Can the eftates in Jamaica that are now fettled, be kept up to their 
fland.ird in point of Negroes without frelh importation ? 

None that ever I have been concerned with can, or has hitherto 
done it. 

Is it poflible to cultivate thofe eftates by the labour of the White 

? 

ink it ia>abfolutely impoflible. 

Have you known the plough ufed in Jamaica; and with what 
fuccefs ? 

The plough has been ufed on and off ever fince I went to Ja¬ 
maica. I have feen it ufed upon eftates, where at firft they were ex¬ 
ceedingly fond of it, from its throwing up a very luxuriant plant cane; 
but I always obferved, that the rattoon was not fo luxuriant as it 
would have been had the land not been ploughed. I have feen upon 
thofe very eftates, on two or three ploughings, the land fo worn 
out, that it would not produce a cane. I have tried a plough my- 
felf ,• I did it at Golden Grove eftate, which is a flat rich bottomed 
eftate; I was obliged to drop the ufe of it; whether it was from the un- 
fkilfulnefsof the ploughmen, or what it was owing to, I do not know; 
but our cattle fell off fo exceflively, that I was obliged to defift. I 
tried a plough alfo upon an eftate in Ligoneer, and planted a good 
many canes; the dry weather came on the firft year, and 1 loft 
all that I had planted ; but they would have been loft whether it 
had been ploughed or not. The year after in the feafon (which 
was the year before I left Jamaica) I ran in a good deal of land 
with the plough, and planted it: from what I had feen before, the 
land being fo exhaufted by the plough, I made them fend up to 
Kingfton, and pick up all the manure that they could find there, 
which I put over the land, and then ploughed it in; the canes were 
not cut before my leaving Jamaica, and confequently I do not fay 
how they turned out; but I conceive that the plough can only 
partially be ufed in Jamaica. In a great number of eftates the 
land is too rocky to admit any plough ; in others, the land is too 
much broken and fteep for a plough to go; where I have feen any 
land ploughed, (helving land, the heavy feafons that we have had, 
have commonly walhed away all the black mould, and left nothing 
but the clay remaining, or gravel. 

Are you aware of any other inftrument of agriculture which 
could be adopted with effedt in cafe of perfonal labour in that 
ifland ? 

I know no other inftrument of agriculture, except the hoe, which 
we ufe now. 

Has 
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Has that been in ufe Jong ? 

From the firft fettlement of the ifland, I apprehend. 

Is there any other fpecies of engine or mechanical invention of 
which you are aware, that could diminifli the neceflity for the fame 
quantity of Negro labour ? 

I do not know of any. 

What do you conceive would be the confequence of the Abolition 
of this Trade upon the proprietors of plantations, annuitants, mort¬ 
gagees, and other perfons interefted in it ? 

Ruin, in the end. 

What do you apprehend would be the effedt of Pach Abolition 
upon the Negroes at prefent in the ifland of Jamaica ? 

It is really almofl: impoflible to tell what would be the confe¬ 
quence ; it would certainly, upon all the weak-handed eftates, dif- 
quiet their minds amazingly; they certainly would think that\hey 
would have the fame labour to undergo, without any profpedl of new 
Negroes coming to help them ; they might from that take to dirt 
eating, and to deftroying themfelves. 

What do you mean by dirt eating? 

Whenever Negroes defpond, I have known them take to dirt 
eating, and die of it: it is what the French call mal d’epmac. 

Whether the Negroes upon a plantation are more cheerful 
when frefh Negroes are introduced among them ? 

They furely are. 

During the period of time in which you have been acquainted 
with the concerns of plantations, have you obferved any regula¬ 
tions in the manner of treating the Negroes, more for the & be¬ 
nefit and happinefs of the Negroes themfelves than thofe which had 
lublifted before ? • 

I certainly have obferved a very material difference. 

In what refpedt? 

They are better clothed than they were; the people that are 
put over them are much more decent than they formerly ufed to be. 
People that formerly ufed to live upon eftates were chiefly indented 
fervants. The people that we have now are chiefly young people, 
who have had a decent education, and hope to do fomething for 
themfelves. Thefe people treat Negroes better than they formerly 
were treated; and therefore I think the Negroes a great deal bet¬ 
ter off. 6 
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What effect do you conceive the Abolition of this Trade would 
have upon the White inhabitants of the illand, who are immedi¬ 
ately employed in carrying on the plantations? 

Sending them off the illand. Thefe people come there with an 
intent to better their circumltances j what little money they can 
fave out of their falaries, or whatever little credit they can procure, 
they invert in Negroes; fometimes they make tradefmen of thefe 
Negroes; at other times they join them with a jobbing gang, and get 
fo much a head for them. When they come to be overfeers and 
have a little money before hand, they endeavour to get fettlements; 
upon thefe fettlements they either plant provifion, coffee, or fome¬ 
times cotton ; if they were not able to have Negroes they certainly 
could not cultivate thefe fettlements, and confequently would go 
to fome country where they could be better off. 

What effedt do you apprehend the Abolition of this Trade 
would have on the internal fecurity of the illand ? 

A very great one; for the fecurity in the inland panfhes conlirts 

chiefly of thefe White people. 

Can you ftatethe grofs value of.the property in Negroes and plan¬ 
tations; in fhort, of the real and perfonal property in theifland of 
Jamaica—the grcfs amount ? 

I cannot fay that I can do it very particularly; but to the 
beft of my recolledtion, the value of the property was eftimated, 
240,000 Negroes at 50 1 . fterling each; the lands and works at 
double that value: the houfes in the towns, (hipping and goods, 
and one thing or other, making in the whole very near forty 
millions. « 

Have you yourfelf laid out any confiderable fums of money in 
plantations and Negroes in confidence of the continuance of thofe 
laws which authorife the importation of Negroes? 

I have. 

To any confiderable amount? 

To upwards of 200,000 1 . fterling. 

Do you conceive that any law prohibiting the importation of 
Negroes could be conveniently carried into effedt ? 

People would try to elude it. 

Do you conceive they could elude it with effedt, confidering the 
fituation of the country ? 

Jamaica is 160 miles long; I know the whole coait of it 
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exceedingly well; and I do not know five miles of'coad but r 
where a boat can land. 

Could Negroes be brought over from foreign iflands in boats ? 

Negroes certainly could be brought over from foreign iflands 
in boats, making the ead-end about dude ; they might run in with 
the land, and land Negroes, or land any thing elfe, and be off 
by day-break. 

You have dated that you have expended mere than 200 ooo 1. in 
the purchafe of Negroes, in confidence of the continuance* of thofe 
a£ts of parliament which authorife the importation of them; would 
you have expended any part of that money if you could have forefeen 
the probability of a prohibition of that trade ? 

Indeed I would not. 

Has the fettlement of pens or cattle farms been confiderably in- 
creafed within the lad twenty years ? 

Very confiderably fa; in one didridl that I know of, and which 
I rode through in the year 1762, for twenty-feven miles there was 
only one hut; fincc that time I have feen it all in very fine grafs 
farms. } 6 

4 


Has the increafe of thefe fettlements contributed much to the 
comfort of the Negroes as well as to that of the White inhabitants 
oftheifland? 

It has certainly contributed very much to the comfort of the in¬ 
habitants of the ifland, and alio to the Negroes. When I went to 
Jamaica, in the panfh of St. 'Thomas s in the Ead, whenever a 
beef was killed it was fent round to all the inhabitants, to know 
whether they could take part of it. Since this time there have been 
twelve or thirteen deers killed weekly there; the fick Negroes have 
broth made of it when they can get it. Thefe pens fupplied his ma- 
jeflv’s fleet after the 12th of April in the year 1782 with upwards 
of fifty head of cattle a day, for the confumption of the fleet. 

What effcdt would the Abolition of the Slave Trade have on 
thofe fettlements ? 

I conceive that it would ruin them as well as the fugar eflates: 
if there were no fugar edates, there would be no occafion for cat¬ 
tle; and confequently there would not be that confumption. 
Thefe people might fell their Negroes to the fugar-work people, 
and confequently they would be thrown up. 

Do you know what attention is paid to the Negro women during 
their pregnancy ? 

K k I have 



% 



[ J 3° 3 

I have always feen attention paid to them. 

Are any indulgences given them in point oi rcmiflion from 
their labour ? 

Whenever we find that they are pregnant, we commonly put 
them into what we call the fmall gang; there they work almoft as 
they pleafe; when they are further advanced, we cannot get them 
to do any thing, not even to walk about. 

Did you ever know of any corporal punifhment inflidfed upon 
women in this fituation ? 

I never did. 

Do vou know what number of Maroon Isegroes there are at 

prefent in the ifland ? , ,. 

The laft return of them that I faw was between eight ana nine 
hundred i upon the martial law in the year 1782, tney were all 
called from the towns, fuppofing that they would be ufetul about the 
banks of the river called Hope River, in cafe the French landed. 
The number, if I conceive right, that came up, was not above 200 
^rom all the five towns. 

Have you any means of knowing what number they confided 
of at the time of the treaty which was made with them in the 

yeari73g? , 

I cannot fay that I have any knowledge as to how many 

there were: I have underftood that they confifted of about 3,000 
or 2,500. 

Do you know whether the fugar plantations could, in cafe the 
cultivation of fugar was difeontinued, be converted to any other 
purpofe to the benefit of the owner ? 

They certainly might be to iome profit, but nothing near to 
what they produce as fugar eflates. 

Could they be converted to any other pnrpofe nearly as profitable, 
fo as adequately to compenfete the rifle and trouble of the cul¬ 
tivation ? 

I think not; I never faw any thing grow kindly after canes had 
been once planted. 

Could the mills or buildings now upon the fugar eflates be con¬ 
veniently converted to any other purpofe ? 

1 know of none. 

Suppofe the Negroes of particular eflates to be deftroyed by hur¬ 
ricanes, do you know of any means by which the individual pro¬ 
prietor 
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prietor could fupply himfelf with frefh Negroes ia cafe this trade 
were abolished ? 

By no other means than by buying Negroes from the* fmall fct- 
tlements, and which would be throwing them up: taking away 
the Negroes would throw them out of cultivation. 

Have the efbtes in the iiland of Jamaica ever been to fuljy handed 
as to render jobbing Negroes unneceffary ? 

I do not know what other eftates have been; mine have not; al¬ 
though I had upon one of thefe eftates, confifting of 486 acre’s of 
canes, 420 Negroes; and I always jobbed in the fpring plant with 
hired labour. 

Can you form a judgment of the number of Negroes neceffary, 
m addition to thofe already in the iiland, to bring the lands yet 
uncultivated, and which are capable of cultivation, into that ftate? 

The number of Negroes would be immenfe: the quantity of 
land that is fuppofed to be in Jamaica I have heard reckoned -at near 
four mi lions of acres : I have underftood the patented lands amount 
to nearly two millions of acres. From what I can conceive from iny 
own knowledge of Jamaica, having been in moft parts of it, I do 
not fuppofe that there is above 800,000 acres of it open. I know 
tradls where an immenfe quantity of fugar more might be made, 
.1 fuppofe from 50,000 to 70,000 or 80,000 hogfheads of fugar more 
than what is now made. Immenfe quantities of land alfo may be 
thrown into coffee; and I am very confident a great deal more 
may be thrown into cotton. 

If no new lands are hereafter thrown into cultivation, will the 
lands at prefent in cultivation require a greater number of hands 
to cultivate them ? 

They certainly mull; new land is much eafier holed than old 
land ; the older land is, the ftiffer it grows, and confiquently it- 
requires more Negroes. 7 


Examined by the Lords . 


You have fiated that you think it will be very difficult to pro- 
lubit the illicit importation of Negroes in cafe the trade lhould be 
abohfhed: whether if the ports of Sr. Domingo, the Havannah, 
and the Dutch port of Curafore, fhould be declared free ports, that 
prcumftance would not increafe the difficulty of flopping the illicit 
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Surely, if we had fb many ports open from wliich we could 
get Negroes, it would be eafier to get them. 

What is the greateft, and what is the lead number in which the 
deaths have exceeded the births, upon any of the eftates that have 
fallen within your knowledge ? 

It is impofiible for me to fay y one year upon that eftate, which 
has 426 Negroes, I loft only five Negroes; and in one year 1 loft 
forty upon it. 

Having been a great deal at fea, whether you do not think it 
would require a very large naval force from this country to prevent 
the importation of Negroes in the ifland of Jamaica, fuppofing any 
aft of reftraint for that purpofe were to take place ? 

1 fhould think it would be very eafy for me to bring in any 
number I pleafed. 

Notwithftanding any force to prevent it ? 

Notwithftanding any force. 

Whether there are any emoluments, that the overfeer or managers 
of the eftates of abfcntees have on the purchafe of Slaves ? 

None that ever I knew ; neither upon the eftates of abfcntees or of 
prefcntees, except the man has been an attorney at the fame time in 
drawing commiflions. 

Whether the increafed price of Slaves, which has taken place of 
late years, has induced the planters to pay more attention than they 
did before to the rearing of Slaves ? 

I paid always the utmoft attention that I pofiibly could to my 
Slaves; I looked upon them as the life and blood of my eftate; what 
other people have done I cannot fay, but I do think it has. 

Whether if that price were ftill moie increafed, the inducements 
to rear would not be ftill greater ? 

Provided the price of fugar were increafed alfo, fo as to enable 

them to pay lor them. 

You have ftated that you very humanely have allotted a much 
larger quantity of ground for your Slaves than you was obliged to 
do by the law, whether that is general through the ifland ? 

Upon almoft all eftates that I know, there is more than double 
the quantity of Negro-grounds for the Negroes to make ufe of, than 
the law ftipulates. 

What was the reafon why you allotted fo large a quantity more 
than the law requires ? 
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rn general we have a great deal mere land belong,'nr to eftates 
Am what we can put ,nto canes; and therefore we never ftnn 
the Negroes in that cafe in quantity of land. 1 

Do yon think that if the quantity ftipulated by law were to b- 
mcreafed, it would enable the Slaves to rear more children ? 

now! h,nk WC endeaV ° Ur to rear as mIn y child.en as we poffibly caa 

Qu eft ion repeated. 

I do not fee how it would. 

Does the locked-jaw, which the children are fubjetf to nroceefl 
often from want of care from damp, and from want of cimhino f 
I really cannot tell what it proceeds from; I have tried every 

hnfnhaI U o° n rV” K ‘° ^ chiIdr ^-I built a lyin ,-in 

hofpital on purpofe for them , I put in every Angle article thafthe 

dodtor required—I had midwives for them—I had Deode to d 

them I had baby linen for the children-I gavf the£? d 

tive injundlions to fee them every morninl^d eve^even^ 

which I am fure he did. At firft we were verv fuccefsful wi h than’ 

tne neighbouring plantations ufed to fend to that place: vve f a ‘ d 

very near forty running s it took a turn, and we loftalmoft as mint 

with the fame doflor, the fame midwives,, and the fame attemior. 7 
m every refpecl:. tlll,ul h 

Whether by th : s hofpital, this inercafe of attention, and this in. 

creafe of expence, you think on the whole that yon fueceedid ,"n 
faving more than you did before ? 7 uccek.aea in 

I conceive I did. 

Do you think if thefe hofpitals were general through the ifland 
they would be the means offering more throughout the ifland ash 
was in your particular practice ? * as ,r 

Upon fume eftates they fave more children in the Nevro hoofea 
than when they carry them up to the great houfc to have them t.kcn 

N™° f ' c 1 ',,'” 5 W "J’ a vc, y S reat <,eal of difficulty that I oot the 
Negroes firft to confcnt to go there. After they ffiund that thev 

acc g ord. by ,h,S m ‘ aM ‘° faVe thtir children - ,he f «*"' of their own 

Whether you think that a great many children were loft from a 
want of care from damp, and from a want of dothi„.,_„” c ! 
rally among the left opulent people, and among thole ?vho°," d 
then eftates managed by other people, and not by themfelvei” 

apprehend that all poffible care that can be taken of Negroes 
IS taken of them all over the ifland. s ’ 

L1 How 
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How foon do the women who fuckle their children return to da- 

boor after the birth of a child ? 

They never come out in lefs than four weeks, fometimes ve«. 

Do they return to field labour fo foon as that ? 

They are put into the fmall gang lor light labour. 

How many years labour is ufually fuppofed to make a profitable 
return to the planter for the purchafe money of a Slave, luppofing 

it to be fifty pounds ? , T 

j never made any calculation of the fort: I had alive, when I 

left Jamaica, the firft Negro my father ever purchafed, which was 
in the year 1728. 

Was you ever in the ifland of St. Domingo? 

Yes. 

Frequently ? 

Never but once. 

How long was you there ? ... 

I was a very fliort time there ; I went up with an intent to enter 

into a contrail for Negroes. 

Whether you have feen the refclutions now under confideration 
©f Parliament for the Gradual Abolition of the Slave Trade ? 

I have read them. 

What do you think will be the immediate effeCt upon the ifland 
of Jamaica, and upon the property there, in cafe thefe refolutions 

fhould be agreed to ? . , . T 

I think the Abolition of the Slave Trade within any period that I 

can reafonably fuppofe, will be ruin to the ifland. 

Would the agreeing to thefe refolutions tend to increafe or de- 
creafe the import of the raw material from Jamaica into this 
country? 

Certainly it mud decreafe the import of the raw material. 

Would it tend to the increafe or decreafe of the export or ma¬ 
nufacture of this country to Jamaica ? 

I think it would materially affeCt the quantity of manufacture? 
exported from this country to Jamaica ; it would leflen them very 
confiderably. 

Would it tend to increafe or decreafe the number of feamen em¬ 
ployed in the trade from that country to this, and from this country 
to that ? 

1 conceive 
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I conceive It mull' very materially decreafe the number ; tho 
fewer (hips are employed, the fewer men will be requifite. 

Can you conceive the immediate effedt which the refolutions, if 
agreed to, may have upon the whole property; what proportion to 
the value of the property in Jamaica ? 

I cannot fay in what proportion it might decreafe the property - r 
but very materially. 

You have dated, that by the pradice of having an hofpital you 1 
faved more than you did before; whether you know in what pro¬ 
portion you might fave, compared to the former practice ? 

I really cannot tell with any certainty. 

Whether you continue that pradice ? 

It was continued when I failed from Jamaica, and I apprehend it 
is continued dill. 

Have any perfons followed your example ? 

I really do not know^ I built the hofpital for the ufe of Mr„ 
Archdeacon’s eflate and my own. 

How long ago ? 

1 believe about two years ago, or thirty months, to the bed of my 
recolledion ; I have been away from Jamaica now a year. 

About what quantity of land is there now uncultivated in th*- 
ifland of Jamaica which is fufceptible of cultivation ? 

An immenfe quantity of fume fort or another. 

What proportion of that land uncultivated is equally proper for 
cultivation of cotton or coffee, as for the cultivation of fugar ? 

Coffee thrives bed in the inland part of the country where there 
are very leafon^ble rains • and being more valuable, it can pay its 
carriage to market infinitely better than fugar. 

With refped to cotton ? 

Cotton likes a dry foil near the fea-lide, and thrives bed there ; 
in the inland parts of the idand the heavy rains beat off the pods’ 
and they do not bear there. 

Can you fay that any confiderable quantity of the uncultivated 
land is unfit for the cultivation of cotton and coffee, and only fit 
for the cultivation of fugar ? 

The lands that are fitted for the cultivation of fugar differ from 
the lands that are fit for the cultivation of cotton or coffee; coffee 
will not thrive upon any clay land -, cotton will not thrive upon, 
clay land; fugar cane will thrive very well upon it. 

. Can, 
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Can you fay what proportion the land that is uncultivated at pre- 
fent, which is proper for the cultivation of fugar, bears to the other 
kind of land more proper for cotton and coffee ? 

I think a great deal of the uncultivated land is more proper for 
coffee than for fugar. 

And for cotton ? 

lor cotton there is an immenfe tra£t of country; but it is a very 
precarious commodity; the caterpillars will deftroy a whole crop in 
one night. 

What rate of profit may be expefted to be obtained by the culti¬ 
vation of cotton or coffee from the land proper for them ? 

I never planted either coffee or cotton upon my own account. 

So you cannot fpeak to that ? 

Surely, I cannot. 

With refpeft to the quantity of land allotted for provifion land 
for the Negroes, 1 think it has been ft a ted, that there is a law that 
requires an acre of land for every four Negroes, whether you think 
that that quantity fo ftipulated by law is abfolutely neceflary for the 
weil-being of the Negro ? 

To fay a quarter of an acre of land for a Negro, I do not know 
whether it would be fufficient; but fora family, where there are feveral 
together, I fhould think it was nearly, if not fully fufficient, if the 
land were good ; it depends greatly upon the goodnels of the land. 

You think that lefs than that would not be fufficient ? 

I really cannot tell; our eftates in Jamaica have in general a 
great deal of land; fomeof our eftates contain 2,000, 1,500, 1,700, 
1,800, 1,900 acres of land ; the Negroes run over juft what they 
pleafe; upon fome of my eftate sthe Negroes run over 500 acres. 

Do you think lefs than a quarter of an acre would be fufficient 
for the comfort and well-being of the Negro ? 

I do not think lefs than a quarter of an acre would be fufficient. 

You fav, you have known feveral defponding Negroes take to 

dirt eating ? 

I have. 

Was that for the purpofe of deftroying themfelves ? 

1 have mentioned it. 

Do you mean that they took it as a means of deftroying them¬ 
felves, or as a remedy againft defpondency ? 

I faid they took it as a means of deftroying themfelves. 
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Did you fay there were but one million of acres in cultivation oat 
of the four millions of which the illand confifts ? 

About 800,000 acres. 

t H. ow man J hogfheads of fugar are made out of the proportion 
that is allotted for fugar eftates ? proportion 

About 80,000, one year with another. 

You faid you could not rtate the effedt that the abolition would 
have u Pon the property in Jamaica in general ; what do you fup- 

pofe would be the effedt upon your own property, and^hat for 
which you are concerned ? V y 

I conceive that it would have a very bad effedt upon my own 
fmmenfdy^ ** 1 ^ concerned woM kffen the value 

How much do you fuppofe you fhould lofe upon the capital of 

200,0001. which you have laid out ? V 

«“ M cc> 1 won,d rid ° f ^ ^ 

a4wet.hem& ^ '° J 

.i 1 “ ™P offi . bIe for . me to account for it. 1 have known them 

“t' f, 2t “ mes " htn Ihe > teen as well fed as it 
was potlible for Negroes to be. 

fft ^rk kn0W ’ W 5 e ^ er tbiS habit ° f 'dirt-eating is more habitual 
to the frefh imported Negro, than to the Creole Ne<ro ? 

A,moft a 1 the Negroes in Jamaica, efpeciaily the women that 
are with child, eat dirt more or Iefsj it does not hurt them at that 

STaSSi* W,,h an ,n,en '’ 1 appr ' hCnd > “ ®»"<* m 

rs? ,hat ,1,e - v ,jke u i,kcwirc in «»•**• 

Not the women. 

But the men ? 

Some of the particular countries of the men. 

Whelhcc you conceive that the frefh-imporred Negro is fchieft 
to any particular complain,, by his being brought To the Well 
India climate, more than he is fubjefl to in his own country? 

I know of none. w > * 

With refpedt to the difeafes tfot have been particularly mentioned, 

M m fuch 
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fuch as the yaws, the elephantiafis.the worms, and various others, is the 
Creole Negro as much fubjetf to them as the freih-imported Negro ? 

I have known Creole Negroes as well as Guinea Negroes have 
the yaws, the eJephantiafis, the cocobays, and every other dilordw ; 
almoft every Negro Picaninny, or child, has them when young. 

More violently or lefs violently? 

I have feen them covered with it. 

Do not the overfeers and drivers fometimes attend the Slaves 

with their whips ? ., , ... 

When the driver goes into the field, he always carries a whip 

with him. I never faw an overfeer carry a whip in my life. 

Whether the driver is allowed to punifh the Slave without the 

White overfeer’s previous permiflion ? 

By the law, no perfon can punifh a Slave above ten l.eks at any 
except the overfeer or the owner is prefent, and then he 
cannot give above thirty-nine. 

The extent of the law being thirty-nine lafhes, did you ever know 
a Negro confined on that account, and rendered - incapable of going to 
hi? labour the next day ? 

I never did- in my life. 

Whether you have not in general feen the Slaves, both men 
and women, when at labour, exeeflively cheerful, and exprefs it 

by finging l 

A thoufand time9. 

You have fpoken of there being fometimes a deereafe from five 
to forty-five upon a fingle eftate ; can you fpeak of a fimilar com¬ 
parative deereafe upon any other eftate than that you have fpoken of ? 

After the hurrieme in 1784, we had a fort of epidemical flux that 
went through all our eftates, and we loft a vaft number of Negroes 
I had feveral Negroes killed in the hurricane ; I had every houfe I 
had upon the eftate blown down, except two Negro houfes; I had 
not an office nor a (bed left upon the plantation ; my own houfe was 
unroofed, all but one fmall room, where 1 flept myfelf, and below 
that my overfeer. I had never an houfe to put my Negroes in until 
I built huts ; every ftore that I had upon the eftate was deftroyed ; 
my Negroes were out, expofed all in the rain; by that means maay 
of them got fick, and before I could raife and get houfes for them, 
moft of them had a fit of licknefs; I had a fit of ficknefs myfelf. 

How many Negroes did you lofe by the hurricane ? 


I loft 
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I loft: upcn one efiate upwards rf forty, and' upon the other thirty 
odd ; I could not get provifions from Kingfton ; all the veflels in 
that p:’rt of the country were eirher drove on fh >re or loft ; I was 
obliged to fend down mules to bring up bre d and flour. 

Whether you do not recoiled that the barracks for his Majefty’s 
troops at Span if h Town, at Fort Angufta, and Stony Hill, were 
blown down in the hurricane of 1784, and many of the troops 
killed by the falling of the bricks, and that a very great mortality 
enfued in confeqnence among the troops ? • 

I remember hearing of the barracks at all the different places 
being blown down. We had hurricanes in the year 1780, 
17*1, 1784, 1785, 1786; we had a fmall one in 1790, and 1 re¬ 
member hearing of the barracks being blown down ax Stony Hill, 
and that a number of fold lets were wounded and killed, but in 
which of the hurricanes I cannot particularly fay. 

What would have been the condition of the ifiand, if! during: 

• o 

thofe years of calamity which you have enumerated, the importation 
of Slaves had been prohibited ? 

My eftates muft have funk altogether, or I muft have thrown an 
immenfe quantity of land out of cane ; as it was, I do fnppofe that 
I fuffered a lofs of not lefs than 50,000 k by that gale of windy 
and the cdnfequences of it. 

When you fpeak of dirt*eating, is that in confequence of any 
previous dil'order, or is it from fome other caufe? 

1 have feen Negroes when they take a thing to heart, do it; we 
try every means we pofflbly can to prevent it, whenever we find that 
they take to it; we direddy bring them into the kitchen, and try 
every means we puflibly can to break them of it. 

Then that inclination to deftroy themfelves you do not refer 
to any complaint or diforder of body, but merely to grief and 
defuair ? 

1 apprehend they do it when they take any thing to heart which 
vexes them exceedlnglv: thofe carticnlar Negroes that do it com- 
monly come from the Ebo country. 

What proportion of them are there who fall into that kind cf 
diforder ? 

I have known for years that there has not been one upon aa 
eft.ite ; and 1 have known three or four take to it at once. 

But y u do not recoiled what the proportion of the number of 

thofe 
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thofe that fall into that diforder bears to the number of thofe that? 
keep clear of it ? 

There are few of them that do it. 

I wanted to know the proportion ; for inftance, do five or feven iif 
a hundred take to it ? 

No, God forbid it fhould be fo. I have known four Negroes die 
in a year of it j I have known five. 

Out of what number ? 

Out of three or four hundred. 

Is that the higheft number you have ever known in a year die of 
that diforder ? 

I cannot tell the particular number. 

Does it ever happen that a Negro takes to eating chalk, or any 
other fort of dirt, in order to relieve any diforder in his flomach? 
Almoft all the women do. 

Do any of the men do it in that manner ? 

I do not know but what they may; they will not let us fee it. 

But when they do it in order to relieve fome diforder which they 
have in their flomach, do they perfift in it in the fame violent manner ? 
When the caufe is removed they in general give it over. 

And do not take to it again unlefs the cafe fhould make it ne~ 

ceflary ? 

I think not. 

Does that fort of diforder fall upon the Creoleg as well as upon 
the imported Slaves ? 

I have known both to have it. 

Does it fall as often upon the Creoles, or in what proportion ? 

I apprehend equally upon bo:h. 

Is it every fort of dirt, or is it any particular fpecies of dirt ? 

A particular fort of loomy marl. 

Whether any punifhment follows for eating dirt with an intent 
to deflroy themfclves ? 

If feeding of them well can be called a punifhment, they certainly 
have that; we commonly take them in as foon as ever we find ir, 
and give them every nourifhing food that we poflibly can, in order 
to make them break it off. 
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gJSSLZ,l 7 P ° rC ,ha ‘ U from tb ™ «*g ^ much vcc 

cq'a%?ubjea^l' hati,d0K ' bccaufe - a11 then would be 

•h *ZJZZ«y r > hC3rd Whe ‘ hCT th ^ ^ lh = *« Plaice in 
I never was in their own country, and cannot tell 

thin??V^? WaS fltUated near Kin g fto "i it did not coft me anv 
, ? * c or f ^ e manure was litter thrown out of the different ftibt <T 

d ° you mean diligent 'a^Tidle Sla'ves? orTearf^a'nd “eak sLt«f * 

That IS according to what fort of land it is you have to hole! 

In general ? 

ea/y feme h ftil If* f ° r '? f h " d »“ hwc “ hole; fume land is 
they can in ofh rs. 0 ”'’ 8 ' 0 ” dodoubl ' «•* quantity that 

to ? Vha t f0rt ° f WOrk d0 P ou P ut * he Slaves that are weak of body 

To dean canes, to clean parture, and to do any light work. 

That is not fohard a kind of work ? 
i\o. 

.- 
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1 never knew one that ever wilhed to go to it. 

What caufe do you then attribute it to ? 

I cannot tell. 

Do you apply it merely to bodily caufes ? 

I apprehend it is fir ft brought on by acidity in the ftomach. 

Can you compute what lofs it would be to you if Slaves were 
not imported j if the abolition of the Slave Trade were to take 
ol&cc ? 

If'the abolition of the Slave Trade were to take place, I would 
get rid of my property at any rate I could. 

What indemnity do you conceive you Ihould want to put you in 
the fame ftate as if the abolition were not to take place ? 

The value of my eftates. 

Then Mr. Law, of Counfel for the feveral Petitioners, requefted 
Permiflion to proceed upon the Petition of the Merchants, Traders, 
and Ship-owners, concerned in the African Slave Trade, and to pro¬ 
ceed through that Petition to its Clofe, more particularly becaufe a 
Witnefs now attending was under the immediate Necefiity of return¬ 
ing to his Ship, and proceediflg upon his Voyage. 

The Counlel were informed that they might proceed in that Courfe 
which they thought mod advantageous for the Petitioners. 

Whereupon the Counfel defired that M.v.JoJeph Fayrer might be 
called in. 


Accordingly Mr. JOSEPH FAYRER was called in; and being 
fworn, was examined as follows : 

How long have you been employed in the African trade ? 

About twenty years; part of that time, during the war, I was 
fometimes cruiling, and then returned to the African trade again. 

In what year was you firft employed in the African trade ? 

About the year 1770, or 1771. 

In what capacity ? 

. In two voyages as mate, and ever fince as mafter. 

How many voyages may you have performed during the twenty 
years of which you have Ipoken ? 

In the laft (hip that I had before the one I now have, the (hip un¬ 
fortunately 
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fortunately filled with water, and I loft all my papers, and I cannot 
fpeak very particularly to the different voyages. 

Without particularizing the different voyages, what, according to 
the beft of your recollection, has been the general number ? 

I think about eleven voyages, as mafter; and two voyages, as mate. 

Were the voyages uniformly to the fame part of the Coaft, or to 
different parts of it ? 

To different parts of the coaft, but moftly to the Gold Coaft and 
to Whidah, the firft parts of it; then three voyages to Bonny; then 
again to Whidah. 

Are you well acquainted with the manner of purchafing Slaves ? 

Certainly I am, having been a number of voyages ; and my con- 
dud has always been approved of by my employers. 

Having been employed upon the Coaft to purchafe Slaves, where, 
upon your leaving the Coaft of Africa, did you carry them ? 

Moftly to Jamaica, the firft part. 

Are you merely acquainted with the Coaft of Africa, or has it 
happened to you to be in the interior part of the country ? 

With both; the fea-coafts which I have traded to, and alfo fomc 
of the interior parts of Africa, particularly Whidah and the kingdom 
of Dahomy, the inland part. 

Will you fpecify when it was you firft went up into the interior 
part of the country ? 

I think in the year 1783 or 1784; or in part of both thofe years 
I think I was there. 

How far is Dahomy from the fea-coaft ? 

From the beft calculation that I could make in the way we tra¬ 
velled, a hundred miles or upwards, I think. 

Is Dahomy a ftate or kingdom, with a fovereign at the head 
of it ? 

Moft certainly it is; a very defpotic kingdom too. 

What is the capital of it ? 

Abomy is the capital of it; there are four palaces, Abomy, 
Aguina, Ktlmina, and Adowy. 

Was you at all the places of which you have been fpeakine? 

At all of them. 

Was you there more than once, or once only? 

1 was there feveral times. 


The 
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The firft time you went up, who accompanied you ? 

The governor of the Englifli fort at Whidah ; Gug Wee is the 
name of the place where the Englifh fort is. There is a French 
fort and a Portuguefe fort within piftol (hot of each other. 

In what way did you travel into the interior part of the 
country ? 

The only way of travelling is in hammocks fufpended on a pole, 
unlefs we chofe to walk, which would almoft be impoffible from 
the intenfe heat, and we moftly travel in the night, being much 
cooler, and better for the people who carry us. 

How long was you in going from the fea-coaft to Abomy ? 

About thiee days. 

At what rate did you travel ? 

I think at the rate of five miles an hour: they go exceed- 
ingly faftj they moftly ran with us; for when we have got out 
to walk, the men that have carried us have been exceedingly impa¬ 
tient, and defired that we would get in, that they might get on the 
fafter. 

Did you go up in confequence of any invitation from the fove- 
reign of the conntry, or of your-own accord ? 

It being about the time the king makes his cuftoms, he wifhes to 
fee White people, and generally fends for the Englitli governor, the 
Portuguefe governor, and the French governor, and all the White 
people that will attend. 

Was it upon an occafion of this fort that you went up? 

Partly by the king’s defire, and in hopes of gaining fonie advan¬ 
tages in trade alfo. 

Having fpoken of the king making his cuftoms, what is meant 
by that expreflion ? 

The cuftoms are to make human facrifices, which are done in 
abundance in the moft horrid manner. 

In what way was you received upon your arrival at Abomy ? 

When I came to the gates, there is a bridge that is thrown over 
an entrenchment into the place j our being there was announced to 
the king, and we were admitted j then we went on for fome dis¬ 
tance, about half a mile or a mile, till we came to a big tree, where we 
were defired to fit down : as the governor had been there before, 
they diredfed their civilities moftly to me, being a ftranger; he 
went to the place allotted him to live in, and I was ordered to fit 
down under the tree. The firft that came to me were three or four 

eunuchs, 
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eunuchs, I really cannot fpeak to the number, at lead I wrs ,„l l 
they were eunuchs; they afked me how I came there? if I had m« 
w.th any inlult? and how I was? and inquiries of that kind. AfS 
telhng them was very well, another fet of people came to „ e 

fide'of 1" ? n ki ," B ' S half - h “*, from their bavin- one 

they worn at lefft fh ,‘ be ° ,ber 1 5 uite bare ’ tha ornaments 

human re,h ft“ h - V Wcre P leafed *° ca " lh ™ ornaments, were 
human teeth lining ,n very great quantities over their (boulders 

eroding at the bread, Af.er ftying fomething to me n he fa„m 

manner, afkrng how I was, and fo forth-I forgo, to mention h« 

the eunuchs brought water and fpirits with them, of which thev 

delired me to drink by way of refrefliment. After the half-beads 

left me, then came the captain of the foldicrs accomnvnied I 

very large number of foldiers; much the lame ceremony paired 

between him and me as from the others. This over thevdeLS 

to get into the hammock again. they carried 
the kings door where they danced and capered round me and 
t eir mufqueis joaded with powder, and very much overcharged 
I thought, a circumftance not verv agreeable tn ^ ’ 

king’s door, through rhe markj^face, .Le were ,w^ l‘° 
bod.es hung by ,he heels ; this fhocked me very much Meed TnA 
led me to inquire what was the caufe of it- the reolv th/r f d 
preterma e tome was, they were there to ,at car^f^the ma" 
ket Vultures were even fixed in the cruech of the poor creamr-s 
that were hung up, and were feeding upon their entrails ft ri r " 

long!before. 38 hangi " g ; tbc P bad not b “" b “"g up there 

What was meant by taking care of the market ? 

1 apprehend what they meant by it was that Inform n 14 
he done or that fomething of the kind would happen tohofe 
who edjd wrong P that is wh „ , apprehended, but^r.cvcr hefd 

Were they malef.&ors ? 

1 cannot tell—I believe not, 

h cZz, y zT:i:‘;^r a pccul!ar - ** 

* ba ' « «• 

Were they hung up alive, or after they were dead ? 

Alter they were dead, I apprehend; their private parts being cut 

° 0 away. 
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away, which I was told was, that they (hould not gift offence to 
the women in the market. 

Befides what you have defctibed, did you fee any thug dft that 
Xfuft «rhat n .Cno. in my way -he king's door. From 

“Tnd'a large tree and a't ticking's door all the grandees were fit- 
f ° l .-op mp ! oftcr eoine the third time round, they got up from 

’.Kim nd other things that they were fitting on, and welcomed 
tne lk.ns, a That ceremony over, I was then carried to the 

l C ce°an«.ed me m live in, the rabble and foldiers flill dancing and 
capering round me. When £.«&*• 

of ,he P half-heads each a 

\ ^ rl *1 foixr a vift number of human heads in different places 
,be y kl^ hontand ever great men's doors, which the buds 

of prey were feeding on. 

Defcribe the place in which the king refides ? 

His houfe is walled in with a mud wall about fifteen ee iga ; 
A <tif£nce as near as 1 could compute it to be, was about two 
nldes and three quarters, or three miles and a half; but it was 
that at leaft; on the top of the wall were £1 
buck, I believe about nine or ten inches, or a foot, diltant, 
not fay the diftance, but they were very near. 

Were tbefe heads planted at equal, or at nearly equal diftances- 

„n rr und the circumference of the wall ? , 

Nealy round it; bdides thefe there were a great number on the 
thatch, and other places about the king’s houfe and the k.ng 

door. . . , 

Have you feen heads upon the walls furround.ng other homes, as 

"r. on^oth/r Sef onl/tbe king's houfes, there are 

other of the king’s houfes that have lome. 

In pafiing through the town, did you or d.d younotobferve eve- 

tal piles of human heads? 

Uavv very large piles, and a great number of them. 
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Tn what manner, and owing to what caufe did you underfland the 
deaths of thefe feveral perfons to have been ? 

Thofe that were piled up in that manner, I was told by the natives, 
were fuch as had been facrificed annually in memory of, and to ferve 
their late king: they imagine that they are to ferve their king after 
death. 

Are you to be underftood to fay, that thefe were facrifices made 
upon occafion of the death of the late king ? 

There is annually a facrifice made to the late king; but I fhall 
fpeak of that:—The laft time I was up at Whidab, in a letter I 
wrote to a friend of mine on this voyage, giving him an account 
of this country merely for amufement- 

Did you underfland from the natives that this was a common or 
an uncommon event P 

A very common event; annually. 

Did you then underfland that human facrifices were annually 
performed ? 

Certainly ; I underftood it from every body that fpoke of it. 

Did any thing furtherpafs, that is-material to relate, during the firfl: 
time you was up at this place ? 

Very material: After I had been up a little while, after two or 
three days, I was called to the king’s door, and went accordingly. 
After we went to the king’s door, we were defired to fit under a 
thatched filed, for the purpofe, as I believed. The king being ac¬ 
quainted with our being there, defired us to come in ; the Englifh 
governor was with me when I went to fee the king; when we 
came into the king, he was attended by a few women, and his 
grandees were lying proflrate at his feet, kifling the ground, and 
throwing dirt over their heads, as a token of fubmifiion, as I fup- 
pofe. The converfation we had was upon different trifling mat- 
rersj afking me how I came into the country? how 1 liked it? 
and things of that fortj and we were diunified. He reminded us of 
a prefent that is generally given him; which we told him we 
would prepare and bring the next time; in two or three days after 
that, we told him, that the prefent was ready, and we would wait 
upon him whenever he chofe. ** • 

Did he exprefs any concern to you, that you had not arrived 
fboner, fo as to be prefent at thefe human facrifices ? 

After the firfl: compliments were over, that was the firfl thing he 
faid, that he was very forry that I was not there at the time he 
7 made: 
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made his facrifice or cuftoms. I told him I was very happy it fo 
happened ; for it it was very contrary to the cuftoms of White men. 

You Gid the foldiers wore teeth as ornaments; did they wear any 
other ornaments of a peculiar fort? 

The drums of the foldiers were decorated with human lhulls 
and jaw-bones ; and which they told me were the human fkulls 
and jaw-bones of generals which they had taken in war. 

Did any war happen in the country fhortly after your return from 
Abomy to the fort upon the Coaft ? 

There did, which was the caufc of my flaying a very long 
time there; for we had no trade during the war at all. The war 
was between that king and one Port Agray. 

Was the eft'edt of this war to delay your flay in the country ? 

It was really the cafe ; there was no other reafon given why 
we had no trade but the war. 

From your experience of this particular trade, are wars among 
the native powers beneficial or injurious to the trade in Slaves? • 

Wherever I have been, wherever a war took place, it always 
was detrimental to trade, and very materially fo. 

Have you found more difficulty in procuring Slaves when there 
were wars than when there was peace? 

When there were wars, I faid before, there was very great diffi¬ 
culty in procuring Slaves. 

Whether this obfervaticn that you laft made applies to Whidah 
only, or to all thofe parts of the Coaft with which you are ac¬ 
quainted ? 

Up on the Gold Coaft and Whidah. At other places there have 
never been any wars while I have been there, that I know of. 

From your knowledge of this trade, can it be the intereft of 
the European trader to promote wars between the native powers? 

Far to the contrary, as far as my knowledge of the trade can 
lead me to judge. 

Do yen know what became of the prifoners made in the war of 
which you have ipoken ? 

In the war tfiat happened at Whidah when I was there, we un- 
dci flood from the natives, and many who had been there, and whom 
I law and converfed with, that they were moftly killed, and their 
heads ordered to bi carried up to the king of Dahomy. 

Have, 
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Have you, or have you not, in fa£f, fcen heads carrying up in 
bafleets for this purpofe ? 

I have, in great numbers, on men’s heads, two or three in a 
bafket together, and I think in fome four, which were very of- 
fenfive indeed, though they were at a gQod diftance from me. 

Was you able, during this war, to complete your purchafe of 
Slaves ? 

Far to the contrary :■ I think I only bought feven Slaves during 
the war; during five months. 

Was this, to the beft of your knowledge, owing to the war ? 

1 was fo informed by the natives. 

In the fame period of time, what number in time of peace 
fhould you have expedted to have purchaftd ? 

I fhould have expedted, in that time, to have purchafed at lead: 
500. 

How did war prevent it ? 

By reafon that the trading men and all the great men were 
obliged to attend the war, in (lead of going to maiket for trade. 

Having before faid, that you was after this a fecond time at 
Abomy, I wifh to afk you what happentd upon the fecond occa- 
fion ? 

It was in confequence of the badnefs of the trade that I was 
induced to take a fecond journey up to Dahomy; I was in hopes 
I fhould have had fome influence with the king to have gone on 
with my trade. 

At what time did you make this fecond journey ? 

I cannot juftly fpeak to the time; it might be about fix or feven 
months after, or eight months, in all probability. 

What happened upon that occafion? 

It was in the rainy feafon, and I got up with very great diffi¬ 
culty ; one part of the road which they called the Bufh, is dread¬ 
ful indeed, very bad to get through; and I faw fome human 
bodies lying there, their burthen had been too much for them, 
and they had lain down and died there fiom the inclemency of 
the weather. From the fatigue in going up, I had not been in 
Dahomy above three or four days before I was taken exceedingly 
ill, and obliged to be carried down again. 

r p 
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Was you afterwards there in the year 1790? 

I was, in 1790 or 1791. 

Who were the perfons that you went up with then ? 

The fecond in command at the Englifli fort went up with me: 
but there was at the fame time a French governor, an Englifli 
governor, the Portuguefe governor, and a French captain. 

Was this the time of what you have called Cuftom-making ? 

It was fo; it was a cuftom-making to the laft king that died, 
which was about a year and a half before that time, which they 
call the Grand Cuftom-making. 

Did you fee any perfons carrying, in their way to be facrificed ? 

A great number. 

State nearly about how many, as accurately as you can. 

I cannot fpeak exactly; I fuppofe I might fee 150 j I think 
more. 

In what ftate were they at this tine ? 

They were carried on men’s fhoulders, gagged; and they danced 
about with them round our houfe, in order to let us fee them, 
though we delired that they would not do fo. 

From the number of heads which you yourfelf faw upon this 
occafion, how many do you conceive the number facrificed to have 
been ? 

There was a great number of facrifices made daily for about a 
month, while I was there; but the latter facrifice had been very 
great indeed, what they call their Grand Cuftom-day; and from 
the beft calculations that the gentlemen who were with me could 
make, there were at leaft 500 heads cut off. The dead bodies 
frequently were carried paft the place where we lived, or trailed 
along with a firing tied to one of the legs of the headlefs body. 
We remonftrated againft their bringing them that way; and at 
laft the king ordered them not to come that way any more. 

Were thele, fcenes of exultation or of depreflion to the perfons 
concerned in them ? 

They were dancing, finging, and laughing, as they went along 
with them. 


Did they facrifice men only, or men and women indifcrimi- 
nately ? 

Both fexes, but mofily men j and I think more old men than 


young. 


Do 
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l 5 o you know, what defcription of perfuns they were who were- 
facrificed upon thefe occafions ? 

I have reafon to believe they were the Dahomiam, the king’s 
fubjefts, becaufe they make a kind of diftindion between thofe 
taken in war, and thole that are to be facrificed for the king. Thofe 
faci iticed for the king are generally given by the principal head 
trader an i head men, according to their confequence; they give a 
number each of them to be facrificed, and thofe heads are what 
are piled up, but the heads taken in war are generally ftuck up 
round the walis. 

Do you know what becomes of the blood Hied upon thofe oc¬ 
cafions ? 

I was told by the natives that a great part of it was taken to mix 
with mud, in order to build a temple in memory of the late king \ 
a Fettilh-houle, as they call it. 

From your knowledge of the country, and of the manners of the 
people, would the abolition of the Slave Trade leflen the number 
of human facrifices ? 

It is my opinion that the facrifices would be far greater, were it 
not for the trade. 

State your reafons why ? 

There would be no market for them; and what gives me reafon 
to believe fo is, that it is young people only that we bring off, and 
I law a great number of thofe that were facrificed were old; indeed, 

I have heard the great men fay, that there was ufuallv a greater 
number killed than was then; that was nothing; and they feemed 
to laugh at me when I talked of it with concern. 

Are you then convinced, that the purchafing of Slaves is often the 
faving of their lives ? 

I have very great reafon to believe that it is. 

While you was in the interior part of the country, did youyour- 
lelf purchafe any Slaves ? 

Moft undoubtedly I did ; and the firrt parcel that I was called to 
look at was feventeen. 

State what happened to thefe men ? 

. Til fy were fine y™ng people, but exceedingly thin; on inqui¬ 
ring the caufe, they to d me they had been a long time confined, and 
that it was for want of viduals; they themfelves put their hand 
upon their bellies, and laid, <l Mailer, buy me, and give me victuals 

enough. 






enough, and you will Toon fee me drong,” and ftrttched out their 
arms. 

Are then the Slaves in general defirous to continue in the fitu- 
ation in which they are, or to be purchafed by European captains? 

From the manner of the behaviour of thofe firft feventeen, I 
fhould imagine they would much rather be bought; they defired 
it and I bought them, or rather agreed for them; after which* 
having an opportunity the next day to fend them down to the 
{hip, and meffengers with them, I went to Tamigan, who was 
the perfon who fhewed them to me; he is what they call prime 
minifter, next the king, and he calmly told me the king had killed 
them the night before. 

Was it explained to you why the king had killed them the night 

bC They told me that his fettilhman had told the king that there 
was immediate occafion for a facrifice, and that he would give me 
others inftead of them. 

Have any Slaves, other than thofe of which you have now been 
fpeaking, ever applied to you to buy them as an adt of favour and 

mercy to themfelves ? , _ m 

I was called to purchafe many during my (lay there ; I modly 
found them exceedingly thin* and from the caufes I before dated; as 
I was told they very rarely get one meal a day while they are in 
the trunk, as they call it, which is the place they keep them in, 
which the Slaves that were (hewn me always complained of, and 
very often {aid, “ White man, buy me. 

Having bought them, had you ever any converfation with them 
about leaving them in their own country, or in cafe of their being 
on board of your (hip, about fending them back again ? 

Upon going on board my (hip, feeing fome of thofe very people 
that were before fo very thin look fat, (leak, and very hearty, it 
of courfe led me to fay fomething to them ; and in a joking way I 
have faid to them, “ Well, now you have got fat and drong, will you 
Eo back to Dahomy ?” they have faid, “ No, you do me well;” 
which is as much as to fay, you treat me well; « You give me 
plenty to eat, plenty to drink ; if you cut our heads off, it makes no 

matter.” 

What language did they fpeak in ? 

Through an interpreter: in their country, they faid, they were not 
enly darved, but they cut off their heads. 

8 
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Had you any reafon to fuppofe that any of thefe were convidls, 
or people guilty of crimes ? 

I apprehend there mud have been a good many of them of that 
defcription. 

Do you conceive that there were others fold who were guilty of 
no crime whatever ? 

I believe, from the caprice of their mailers, fometimes for imagi¬ 
nary faults, they are fent off from the country j I believe that may 
be the cafe very often. 

Did you, during the long courfeof your continuance in the African 
trade, ever know an inflance of a Slave being purchafed, who had 
been fentenced to death in the way of this human facrifice, whole 
life had been faved by his being bought ? 

It is my opinion that a great many are ■, it is Slavery with thofe, or 
death: to be fold, feems only a milder way of punifhment than 
death. 

Was you ever eye-witnefs to any man’s life being faved, that is, 
who was condemned to death by the cuflom of that country, and 
who was faved by being purchafed for a Slave ? 

I cannot fay that I have been prefent at any time when any one 
perfon was faved. 

Have you in your different conventions with the Slaves when on 
board your fhip, underflood from them, that their lives had been 
faved by their being fold to Europeans ? 

I have been told by themfelves, that they have been faved, that 
they were glad they were got there, for “ had I not come here my 
head would have been cut off j * that has been very frequently faid. 

When Slaves have been in general brought on board of the fhip, 
have they exprelfed fatisfa&ion or diffatisfa&ion at their being 
brought into that fituation ? 

Some,out of the interior parts of the country, may fhew a little fear 
at feeing a number of White men together; but in a very little 
time they are reconciled, and feem very much contented indeed. 

Have you ever had occafion to converfe with the kings or with 
the chief people in thefe African States where Slaves are procured, 
relative to any idea that had been flarted in this country concerning 
any reflraint to be propofed on this trade ? 

The lafl voyage I was there, the Abolition of the Trade having 
been fpoken of, I have fometimes, to the great men, faid, it was 
thought that would be the cafe. 


What 






[ «54 ] 

What was the anfwer that they made upon that ? 

They generally faid, White men were fools; they knew very well 
what to do with them if they did not buy them. 

Did you ever underftand from any of £he people, from the Black 
traders, that they had any eaftern channel of conveying Slaves out 
of Africa, as well as the weftern channel, with which we are (b 
well acquainted? 

I have never underftood any way that Slaves went but by (hipping. 

Queftion repeated. 

1 do not underftand the queftion. 

You being of courfe a feaman, having been many voyages to that 
country, muft be aware that the eaftern coaft of Africa is bounded 
by the water as well as the weftern; do you therefore know, that 
the Slave Trade is carried on, upon the eaftern coaft of Africa, as 
well as upon the weftern, from whence all the European nations have 
hitherto fupplied their Weft-India iflands with Slaves ? 

All the Slaves that I know of, are conveyed from any port of 
Africa that I have been at, in (hipping. 

The B'ack traders come, by their own accounts, very great dis¬ 
tances from the interior part of the country; have thefe Black 
traders ever informed you, that people on the eaftern fide of the 
African coaft had bargained with them for Slaves, as they do upon 
the weftern coaft? Do you know any thing of the eaftern coaft of 
Africa ? 

I know nothing of the eaftern coaft. 

You know upon the map where it lies: the Red Sea and Babel- 
mandcl ; do you know any thing of them ? 

I know there are thofe places. 

Did any of the traders converfe with you about the eaftern coaft, 
and the trade there ? 

I cannot charge my memory that any of them have. 

Refpedting thefe human Sacrifices, whether they are the effedt of 
religious fuperftition, or of defpotic and arbitrary power? 

Partly both. 

Has the king of the country you have been Speaking of, a very 
large (landing army? 

The whole country is his army whenever he pleafes. 


But 
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Always. 

To what amount ? 

fiderVbSeT *' ” ‘° —■ it - very con- 
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During the courfe of your acquaintance with the African confl- 

ci^nS SrCa,er d “ CUlV in PUrd '^ *“*• in P- 

Jn fome parts of the coaft more fo than in others. 

.hantn'puSig lSj" d m ° te ^ pUrchafi "S Slaves 

On the Gold-coaft we find a greater difficulty in purchafmt? fe¬ 
males ; on the other parts we juft take them as they come. g f 

The Witnefs was directed to withdraw. 

The Counfel were directed to withdraw. 
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Die Martis , 5 0 Junij 1792. 


T HE Order of the Day being read for taking into further Con- 
fideration the Prefent State of the Trade to Africa, and parti¬ 
cularly the Trade in Slaves; and alfo for taking into Confideration 
the Nature, Extent, and Importance, of the Sugar, Coffee, and 
Cotton Trade j and the general State and Condition of the Weft- 
India Iflands, and the Means of improving the fame j and for the 
Lords to be fummoned; and for the Agents of the feveral Petitioners 
to be heard by their Counfel at the Bar of the Houfe, in fupport of 
their feveral Petitions againft the Abolition of the Slave Trade ; 

The Counfel were called in. 

Then JOHN BARNES, Efquire, was called in, and being fworn # 
was examined as follows: 

Have you ever refided in Africa ? 

I have. 

In what parts of it ? 

I refided fome years in Senegal. 

How long ? 

Upwards of eight years. 

Have you refided in any other part of Africa ? 

I have not refided in any other part of Africa, though I have 
vifited feveral other parts. 

In what fituation was you when you refided in Africa ? 

I was a prifoner in Senegal for fome months before the capture 
of it from the French in the year 1758: I afterwards refided leve- 
ral years as a merchant there and at length I was governor at that 
place for the African Company. 

How long was you in the fituation of governor ? 

About three years. 

During your rcfidence in Africa did you vifit any, and what parts 
of the interior of the country ? 

1 have been about eighty leagues up the river Senegal feveral 
times : I have been about one hundred and fifty leagues up the river 

R r Gambia. 


Slave Trade. 
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Gambia. 1 have not been in the interior of the country in any other 
part of Africa. 

Are you acquainted with the government, manners, and cuftoms, 
of any of the Negro nations in Africa ? 

I have fome little acquaintance with all the different nations 
which I have vifited *, but more efpecially with thofe nations that 
lay between Senegal and Gambia. 

What is the ftate of civilization in that country ? 

The inhabitants, fo far as I have been acquainted with them on 
the fea-coaft and on the banks of the river, where they had fre¬ 
quent intercourfe with the Europeans, are a good deal civilized, and 
the progrefs of civilization feems to be in proportion to that inter¬ 
courfe. Thofe which 1 have met with in the interior country, and 
who have not had the opportunity of fuch intercourfe, are in general 
very rude. 

Is the native government of the country which you have been 
fpeaking of, generally mild or oppreffive ? 

It is in general mild, with fome few exceptions. 

Was juft ice, as far as you was able to obferve, fairly admi- 
niftered? 

I believe very fairly; the manner of diftributing of juftice is fuch, 
that it cannot be otherwife. It is adminiftered by the elders of the 
different places, in the prefence of the people at large, and generally 
not only to the convidtion of the judges, but to the fatisfadtion of the 
public. 

Have any attempts been made to introduce the Chriftian religion 
into thefe countries ; and if fo, with what fuccefs ? 

When Senegal was taken from the French, in the year 1758, 
there was a large congregation, and a very decent one at that place 
of the Chriftian religion—Catholics: the chaplain to the garrifon 
took great pains to inftrudt the inhabitants, and to educate their chil¬ 
dren ; for which purpofe he kept an open fchool in the chapel be¬ 
longing to the fort. When 1 came to the command of that place, 
in the year 1763,1 recommended the fame mode very ftrongly, with 
the addition of a fchoolmafter in aid of the chaplain. This mode 
was adopted at home in the new government, which afterwards 
took place under his Majefty; but I underftand that the office of 
chaplain and the office of fchoolmafter were confolidated in one 
perfon, and given to fomebody in the king’s chapel here, who ferved 
the office by a lubftitute; that fubftitute I faw in Africa before I left 
it ; he appeared to me to be the moft profligate, and a man of the 

worft 
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worft morals that I think I have ever met with } and, inftead of be* 
rng of fervice to religion, he was a difgrace to it. After that, during 
the whole courfeof time while we held Senegal, the care of religion 
was totally neglected. On fome other parts of the coaft the Portu¬ 
guese have endeavoured to introduce the Chriftian religion, at Cat- 
cheau and at Bifiau j but the religion there is a very corrupt one. 

Are the native inhabitants of the countries of which you have 
been fpeakine, induftrious, or otherwife ? 

They are the moft indolent people, I think, I have ever known , 
they have not a thought beyond the prelent momen% and 
their induftry only extends to the fupply of their immediate 
wants, and no further ; befides, they have no appropriation of lands 
in that country ; they have no fecurity for the produce of their in- 
dufiry; the man who cultivates the fpot of ground in the prefent 
year, cannot promife himfelf the poffeflion of it in the next There 
is generally an allotment made by the principal inhabitants of every 
town at feed-time, of the grounds then to be cultivated ; each man 
cultivates his portion, or what he thinks proper of it; but his poffef- 
lion goes no further than the prefent crop. r 

What is the flate of manufactures and commerce ? 

In all the countries which J have been acquainted with in Africa 
there is a little manufacture of cotton cloth, fome little manufacture* 
in metals, chiefly for the purpofes of agriculture, and in fome 
places for defence or in war; but their manufacture in general is 
very rude and very trifling; their commerce confifts of fome few 
natural products of the country; fome dying woods, a little bees¬ 
wax, ivory, a very little gold; but the chief commerce is Slaves. 

. ^ oes Slave Trade appear to be of ancient or of recent growth 
in that country ? ® 

. T . he Slave Trade has ever y appearance of the moft remote an¬ 
tiquity; it appears to me to be as ancient as tociety in thofe coun¬ 
tries. In one particular country, the language of which I was very 
well acquainted with, the very name for a freeman implies only, a 
matter of Slaves. 1 

What country was that > 

The country of the Jollofs. 

Is th^s trade univerfal throughout Africa, as far as you are ac- 
quainted with it? J 

I believe there is no country in Africa without it. 

In what manner do perfons become Slaves? 

As 
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As far as I have been able myfelf to obferve, they become Slaves 
bv the comrniflion of crimes; fometimes by debts which they are 
It .0 pa,, very often by a furrender of Bta**.Pgg -'* 
but more efpecially for maintenance, for fupport; and fometimes Dy 
capture in war, as 1 have underftood. 

What are the crimes, the commiffion of which fubjefls them to 

SI Anv crime of an atrocious nature, theft, robbery, fometimes 
even murder, though that is generally pumlhed by death i 
adultery; and often a crime not known in this country, witchcraft, 
wHch laft has generally a more dreadful effett than any other be- 
caufe^the perfon charged with that crime, involves m his guilt the 
whole family: a family of any one individual who is convided of 
witchcraft, is fuppofed to be entirely tainted. 

Do you mean, that by that they become Slaves ? 

The punilhment is generally Slavery, I believe. 

How are they tried for witchcraft ? . ,, , 

They have various modes of trying j but it is a trial generally y 

the prieds. 

Do you know whether the trial is fair and open always ? 

It is as fair and open as a trial of that nature is capable of. 

Was the event of fuch trials in general fatisfaftory or otherwife 

to the people, as to the adminidration of juft ice ? . . . 

1 think, P in a former part of my evidence I dated that it is always 
fo; it is to the conviction of the judges, and to the fatisfaChon of the 
people at large, who are generally prefent at thofe trials. 

Can you explain what you mean by faying, that it is as fair and 

open as the nature of the cafe will admit ? , , 

P I? is very evident that a trial for witchcraft cannot be proved by 
evidence of the fafts, I am well aware of that. A man charges his 
neighbour with bewitching himfelf, or his wife or child ; his chi , 
or whoever has been the object of this complaint, is dead, and he 
alleces th^t fuch a man has been the cauie of his death through 
witchcraft j the circumftances of his death are inquired into j t e 
oarties report, that they do not know of any natural caufe, for in¬ 
dance, for his death ; they conclude that it mud be by fome fuch 
means as witchcraft; and if it appears that the perfon charged, is the 
mod 1-kely perfon to have committed it by communication with the 
party, they attach the guilt upon him. They have other teds in 
fome parts of Africa; they give them certain waters compounded 
by thepriedsthey have the ted of the hot iron, of the P 10 ^^ 




[ i6i ] 

Hiare, as I have undei flood, though 1 have not feen thofe things, In 
all trials of this fort, we know vety well there cannot be a fair trial; 
but according to the practice of the country, and the notions of the 
people, it is as fair as the nature of it will admit. The people 
themfelves are fatisfied with the fairnefs qf it; and neither the party 
himfelf, or his relations, feel any oppreflion in the practice. 

Is the trial for witchcraft ever in fecret? 

I do not know that it is. 

Is this mode of trial, fuch as it is, of recent introduction, or 
is it fuj pofed to be immemorial ? 

I believe it is of the oldeft date in the country; and I have the 
fatisfadion to obferve, that in thofe countries where we have more 
intercourfe with thefe people, where they have acquired more civi¬ 
lization and more knowledge, thofe trials are lefs frequent than 
in the more barbarous parts of the country. 

Have you any reafon to recoiled that any of thofe trials were 
private? 

I do not recoiled: any within my knowledge. 

Having ftated that captives in war become Slaves by reafon of 
their captivity, what would be their fate if they were not pur- 

chafed as Slaves ? . . c 

It is impoflible for me to fay that. During my refidence in Se¬ 
negal we had no war. I have underftood that very few captives in 
war are made Slaves: the particular objeds of refentment upon 
thefe occafions are generally murdered ; others have generally an 
opportunity of redeeming themfelves. I have always underftood 
from people in trade, which convinces me of the truth of my opi¬ 
nion, that the trade is not fo brifk in times of war in the countiy 
as it is at other times. 

You dated, that during the time you have been there, there ha 8 
been no war; did you mean during the time you was in Sene¬ 
gal as governor there, or during your refidence in the upper 

country? . , . 

I meant to fay, that during the whole time of my refidence^ in 
Africa, there was not any war among any of the nations bordering 
upon the place where I refided. r 

Do ycu fpeak of Senegal ? 

I fpeak of Senegal; I fpeak further,—that in the different parts 
of Africa where I have vifited, not Senegal, I never was in any 

oart of the country where a war adually exifted at the time; 
* § p and 
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and therefore I cannot fpeak from my own certain knowledge of 
the immediate effeds of war. 

In what is witchcraft fuppofed to confift ? 

Generally, as far as I have underftood of its effeds, in producing 
bad health, and fometimes the death of an individual. 

Are crimes ever imputed for the purpofe of making Slaves ? 

I am confident they are not; and I think, from the evidence I 
have already given, it is not pradicable. 

Do the princes of the country break up their villages, or feize 
their fubjeds merely to fell them as Slaves ? 

1 never heard of fuch a thing in Africa, and I am confident no 
fuch thing exifts; I fpeak under the caution of my oath. 

Do you mean to fay that no fuch thing exifts upon the whole 
continent of Africa ? 

I am confident no fuch thing exifts. 

Is dealing Slaves, or what is commonly called kidnapping, 
pradifed ? * 

I do not know of any fuch pradice; and I think I can fay 
further, I do not believe there is fuch a pradice. 

Has the Slave Trade increafed or diminiflied, fince the time 
when you firft became acquainted with it ? 

It has not increafed in any of the countries which I have been 
acquainted with; on the contrary, I think it has rather lef- 
fened. 

From your knowledge of the country and acquaintance with the 
Slave trade, would wars among the native powers be beneficial or 
otherwife to that trade ? 

I do not fee in what refped it could be beneficial to that trade. 

And you do not conceive they would be fo ? 

< I do not. 

Is the country, according to any obfervation that can be made of 
it, lefs populous than formerly ? 

As far as I have b.en able to obferve, it is rather more populous > 
and I find that obfervation confirmed by the report of every body 
whom I have converfed with. Whether that appearance of improve¬ 
ment in the population be an adual increafe, or whether it be from 
an encouragement to the interior people to fettle nearer the fea-coafts, 
and thofe parts which we are acquainted with, for the purpofes of 
4 commerce,, 
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commerce, 1 cannot take upon me to 

do believe the country is juft now as noil ** Up ° n the w,lole > * 
our firft knowledge of it. • P P u ous as at any t me fince 

from the interior part^ofdiTcoumrJ^^^ tC ! bnng S,aves for fate 
them on the coaft? ° Umry d ° Wn t0 thc c °^> or to furnifli 

trad^ wZTZl ^ the 

cargo of Slaves could have been pu^XTd ^ AfnCan trade ’ a 

Bonny, where 1 have becn a 7 rti !1 ° r « 

pounds per Slave; of late years the nr^ °[ abu “ l Peven or eight 
<har. When Senegal was'X’nfcTE Fre' * bo ".“ & * 
common price of Slaves given bv the F French w 1758, the 
about forty fhillings fterlino- ner ci r Y C 1 was from twenty to 
that place !^ 8 ° E ***** * 
among the (hipping, raifed to the ^ Pm tbe com s De dtion 

for Slaves upon thf 0 th„tarn of X P T « ,,e " b f " le E "S>«h 
of Slaves has 1 been geneSlf £ ££ *** aad *• "umber 

What is the condition of the Slaves in Africa? 

the mo rtde plorabk that we can'c^ive'a h*''"*'“ *" g ''" eral 

humour of a matter who k nnf ^ *1 i 16 WI * J anc ^ fabjedt to the 
"rent of them, aS w ° may' kmTh^ ‘T* '■*>'* ««- 
very little intereft in P fca, ?' e ; , I! <= !■*> 

to employ them in- and when n r bavin S ver y httle induftry 

more for his intereft to deftroy them" This"? If*' " T P ** 
one exception lefneftimr tul ci • 1 1 obferve with only 

perfon, born i'n his ffmOv ^bont a man 3 

houfehold offices, or p “ha ps i^f, , ” me< \ a 'ely employed about his 
generally difpofed of in this wav withn^'* 5 11 d,en . ! the y are not 
and commonly a hearing beforJ i-j * fu™ ,rn P utal ^ on °f a crime, 
the controul of. mafter^vefhi, fd, °7» but . even that « with 
deftrudtion of an individual Slav and Wb ° “ bcnt u P on ’^ e 

beft chance, I am afraid ’ * D °' g,vc ll,e cu, Fit the 

amenable to any law for"fo doin'? CUlpMt '° deatb ’ Would lle he 
Slaves ”°no foXr. Mr ‘ h 1 '* W °“ ld inc “ r ,bc ^fpleafurc of his 
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I am talking of the native of Africa, an owner of Slaves. 

Are there any individuals orclafles of men in Africa who pofiefc 

considerable number ^ Slaves ! , numbers. The king 

There are feme, who, I behe , p H g ft of his fobjeas, 

)f Bonny is matter of h s pe p , 8 .V h civilized 

in oft of .hem, are Ins Stag. '£“ > Slav «. There is 

eountri^ they do n g«i rf ^ Earbary , who potters 

an order of pritlts a i g j n thc Negro-land, a number 

a of v :;C s cormng l. y * *. *» * **j«£**» ■» 

employed in agriculture, and other purpofes, for their lerv.ee 

Does the manumiffion of Slaves ever take place in Africa. 

Angle inflance of it from natives of Africa 

1 • . flip Iflands of the Weft Indies, 10 as to 

have^n opportunity 1 'ofcomparing^the condition of the Slave there 

W f' b te been h in T lnd“of Barbadoes, of Antigua, and inja- 

maica i and I h ^ i ^ | 1 rfXIS5K n aSGIW^Ill»pe , . and I think 
r-Stf/ofsC 1 in thofe iflands is an infinitely more 
deArable coidhion .ban that of the heft and moft favoured Slave in 
Africa. 

If the Slave trade were to be totally aboliflied, would it be a means 

° f 'froS’theevWence which I have already 

I tlunk it is \ » s . * n Africa have no relation to the 

given, that the cau J um b er of forfeitures which 

Slave trade, and confequently that.the num differcncc 

^ay innar the penalty —J ' m!lft be punifhed 

F Tof SaSon from his debtor, and "captives in war may be 

u r, UH of When I conftder the cruelty and barbarity of 
othetwife dtfpoM oh Whn^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ (tifficu , t mat(cr to 

that coui. y ^ ? alternative • I therefore conclude upon the 

could no,he fo equally 

anfwered in any other way, as by a continuance of this trade. 

What is the trade that is in general carried on by the natives of 
tl •« c ountrv in Africa, befides the trade in Slaves ? 

I think I have already ftated, in feme, dying woods, bees-wax, 

ivory, and a little gold. 
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Would this trade be fufficient of it/elf, fuppofing the Slave 
trade to be aboli/hed, to give employment to the Britifh veflels 
that are now employed in carrying on that trade ? 

The trade for dying woods, ivory, and bees-wax altogether, I 
believe, does not employ above feven or eight veflels. I am confi¬ 
de! t, if the Slave trade were aboli/hed, that there would not be a 
Angle /hip more employed in them, becaule the ivory and gold 
trade depend almoft entirely upon the Slave trade ; the ivory is ge¬ 
nerally brought down by the Slaves. If Slaves were not brought 
down, there would be very little ivory of cour/e. It is to be ob- 
ferved in this, I do not fpeak of the trade for gum-fenega, becaufc 
that is a trade of South Barbary, not in the Negro country. 

Would the abolition of this trade be highly injurious to the pro¬ 
perty of individuals at Liverpool, and other places now concerned in 
carrying on this commerce? » 

I have been acquainted with Liverpool for about forty years, and 
know it intimately, and I am confident that the town of Liverpool 
is indebted to this trade almoft entirely for the increafe of its wealth, 
the aftoni/hing extent of the town, and the improvement of its port; 
and confequently that the lo/s of it would be attended with infinite 
injury to that town. 

Can you ftate what is now the capital employed by the town oF 
Liverpool and the merchants in it, in carrying on that trade ? 

It is impoflible for me to ftate it with any precifion; but I fhould 
think not left than fix or feven millions of money; I am confident 
not left than that. 

What 2re the number of tons of /hipping employed ? 

I really cannot fpeak to it; I believe there are about 140 or 150 
fail of /hips employed in that trade. 

What is the nature of the exports that take place from this coun¬ 
try, and by which the Slave in Africa is purchafed ? 

A great deal of Biitifh manufacture, a good deal of Eaft-India 
goods, and fome iron. 

Would the abolit'on of this trade be prejudicial to the general 
manufacture and commerce of this country ? 

I think there is hardly a branch of the commerce of this country, 
that is not in a gieat meafure interefted in this trade; and I do not 
think but that the lofs of it muft be materially prejudicial to the inte- 
refts of this country at large, not only in the African trade, /imply in 
itfelf, but in almoft every branch of our commerce involved in it. 

T t Examined 







Examined by the Lords. 

Do you know of any trade carried on to Egypt, or to the eaftern 
parts of Africa, from Senegal ? 

Not from Senegal: I have underftood, and have been very well 
allured, fr^m my inquiries, during my refidence there, that from 
the interior country there is a very great trade with Egypt, and with 
North Barbary. 

Have you any reafon to believe, that the Emperor of Morocco, 
or any other of the Barbary States on the fouth fide of the Medi¬ 
terranean, annually make excurfions towards the fouthern parts of 
Africa, fcr the purpofe of maintaining a Black army ? 

There is a pretty regular commerce between Morocco and all 
that part of South Barbary, extending along the northern banks of 
Senegal; the Emperor of Morocco claims a fovereignty over that 
country, and fometimes fends an army down to colledt tributes 
from the Moor chiefs; there are caravans likewife trading conftantly 
between that country and Morocco, and between the interior countries 
and Algiers, Tunis, and Tripoli; in that commerce great numbers of 
young Slaves are purchafed; and I ha.’e underftood that the Emperor 
of Morocco mounts his Black cavalry from thefe Slaves. 

You ftated, that in the year 1758, when you firft went to Sene¬ 
gal, the Chriftian religion had made fome progrefs in the coun¬ 
try ; what was the original religion of the country, previous to the 
Chriftian religion being firft introduced ? 

In a country adjoining to the Moors, it is evident that the Ma¬ 
hometan religion muft be very prevalent; it is almoft the general 
religion among the Negroes bordering upon the river Senegal, and 
it has made a great progrefs very far to the fouihward, I underftood 
as far as Cape Mount; at the lame time, there are feveral of thefe 
nations ftill pagans and idolater. 

Has the Proteftant religon, during the time of your refidence in 
genegal, made any progrefs amongfh the natives or not ? 

Not the leaft, for the reafons which I mentioned. There has been 
an attempt upon the Gold-coaft, to introduce the Proteftant religion 
there. A Negro was fent over fome years ago, and got fome educa¬ 
tion here; was ordained, and fent out as chaplain to thegarrifon of 
Cape Coaft; I am giving this account as a member of the African 
committee, which I have been for a great many years, and therefore 
it comes within my own particular knowledge j but that has been 
attended with very little fuccefs; the man himfelf ft an ignorant 
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man ; even his colour, I am afraid, did not give that refpeCt for his 
profeffion which it might have done in a White man, and I am 
afraid he is not perfectly free from the fuperflitions of his country. 
The company’s governor and council lately have indituted a very 
laudable fcheme for the education of children at that place, and for 
the introduction of religion ; they have formed a fociety among 
themfelves; they have taxed themfelves for the fupport of this 
plan ; and it is hoped, with proper encouragement, that fomething 
may be produced from it; the African committee themfelves have 
given it every encouragement in their power, and in the prefent 
year have directed that 60I. of the public money fhould be applied 
to that purpofe. r 

. Having dated relative to the gold and ivory trade, depending (o 
immediately upon the Slave trade; whether in the immediate traffic 
for Slaves, or in the traffic for dye wood, there is a greater morta¬ 
lity in feamen on the coad ? 

That is a queftion which I cannot fpeak to from my own certain 
knowledge, having never been in a fhip trading only for dye wood; 
but as far as I have been acquainted with the trade, the mortality 
does not feem to me to depend upon the particular commerce ; it is 
pretty much the fame, whether for Slaves, or for wood : the morta¬ 
lity in rivers, and particularly at a good extent up thofe rivers, and 
in unhealthy feafons of the year, is always great, whether for slaves, 
or for any thing elfe; on the contrary, the mortality upon the fea- 
coaft, and in healthy feafons of the year, is generally very trifling. 

You have dated yourfelf as being one, for fome years, of the Afri¬ 
can committee; you can therefore declare, whether the trade up 
the rivers, or the trade on the coad, is more immediately for the 
purpofes of procuring dye wood, or for Slaves ? 

The dye wood is always got up the rivers ; if it fliould at any 
time be purchased upon the fea-coad, it is brought thither down 
the rivers: I believe the dye wood never grows upon the fea-coad 
any where. 

Having dated that you have been in the Wed-lndia iflands, fay 
how often you have been there ? 1 

I have been twice in the ifland of Barbadoes. 

Whether you have been in the Wed Indies more than once ? 

To the bed of my recollection, four times. 

Did you proceed each time from the coad of Africa to the Wed 
indies ? 

Each time I did. 
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Did you go in a (hip on board of which were Slaves each time 
Always. 

During thofe four voyages did you fee any aft of cruelty or neg¬ 
ligence ul'ed by the captain, or the mates of the Slave (hips, towards 

the Negroes ? _ 

No; on the contrary, they have been in general treated with 

every poflible attention. 

Were the Slaves provided with proper food, and with a fufficient 
quantity ? 

In the firft voyage from Africa to the Weft Indies we had a long 
paflage, and the provifions of the (hip were fo exhaufted, that be¬ 
fore we made the ifland of Barbadoes the whole ftock of prov ifion 
was divided among us j I mean among the White people; at the 
fame time there was (till full provifion for the Slaves. In all the 
other voyages, I have obferved them well treated, and very well fed. 

During the pourfe of thefe voyages did you fee that proper medi¬ 
cal aid was afforded to the Slaves if they were fick ? 

Every poflible care taken of them. 

W^s you ever embarked on board of a Slave (hip previous to her 
cargo being complete? 

Several times. 

Having therefore an opportunity of feeing the Slaves brought on 
board, declare whether they appeared happy or miferable in being 
brought on board of the (hips ? 

In general I have feen very little appearance of mifery in them, 
except the appearance of that previous mifery which they had gone 
through before they came on board thofe (hips ; generally exceed¬ 
ingly meagre, and with every appearance of the moft deplorable 
wretchednefs about them ; and I am very confident that a great deal 
of the mortality on board the Slave (hips is owing to the abun¬ 
dance of whoiefome diet, and a quick repletion after the famine 
which they have been fubjeft to before they came there. 

During the paflage did the Slaves appear to be happy and con¬ 
tented ? 

In general exceedingly (b. 

Did they exprefs any particular marks of joy and fatisfaftion 
hen they arrived in the Weft-India idands? 

Great "fatisfaftion upon making the land, and infinite pleafure at 
feeing numbers of their own colour inhabiting thofe iflands, and 
feeing in what way they were employed and treated. 
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On the day of the fale of thefe Negroes in the iflands, did tht 
then likewife exprefs particular fatisfadtion ? 

I cannot fpeak diredtly to that queftion, becaufe I have not been 
at the fale of any cargo of Slaves. 

Have you diredtly or indiredlly, at this prefent moment, any con¬ 
cern with the Slave trade, or with the Well-India iflands ? 

None of any*kind. 

IIow many Slaves died during thefe four voyages in thefe (hips ? 

I cannot anfwer that; I kept no account of them. 

Were there many ? 

Two of thefe voyages were from the moll fickly part of Africa, 
from Bonny; to the bell: of my recollection, in each voyage, the 
number of Slaves confided of about 300; I think in one of them 
more. To the beft of my remembrance, in the firft voyage we loft 
eleven or twelve, I cannot fpeak with certainty ; I am (peaking 
merely from my memory; in the fecond, I believe, forty. 

You fpoke of the trials for witchcraft; whether you apprehend 
if the Slave trade fliould be abolifhed, that thefe trials for witch¬ 
craft would ceafe P 

I do not think a (ingle one of them would ceafe on that 
account. 


According to the cuftom of war in that country, are many cap¬ 
tives made in war ? 

I have already dated, that during my refidence in that country, 
there was not any war; and therefore I cannot fay any thing from 
my own knowledge. 

I thought you had faid, that war did not encourage the trade in 
Slaves ? 

I believe it will be found, that what I faid of war I dated as 
from the bed information I could colled!, not from my own parti¬ 
cular knowledge ; and from the fame fource 1 can fay, that I have 
underftood there are not many captives made in W2r. 

So it makes no great difference in the market, either one way or 
other, whether there are wars or not in that country ? 

I underftand it makes little or no difference, becaufe the mod 
obnoxious people taken in war are generally put to death; 
the lefs obnoxious are differed to redeem themfclves, if they are 
able ; and of thofe who may in confequence of war be actually 
fold for Slaves, many of them have been Slaves aheady. 
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When you went with thefe Slaves to any of the Weft-India 
ifiands, had you an opportunity of obferving them after they were 
fet on work ? 

No; I never had an opportunity of following them to their new 
purchafer; 1 do not know any thing of their treatment there; I 
have always underftood from the planters themfelves, that they ufe 
every precaution to bring them gradually to their labour, not only 
on account of their health, but for their peace of mind likewife. 

Then you underfland they are not fo happy after they are fet 
on work, as they appear to be when they are firft fet on fhore ? 

I do not underfland that to be the cafe; I underfland, that every 
precaution being taken to bring them gradually to their labour, on 
feeing the example of others happy and eafy under that labour, that 
they are not the lefs happy for being engaged in it, and feeing that 
that is the worft fate that is likely to befal them. 

Have the Slaves in Africa any laborious employment generally put 
upon them P 

I have already ftated, that there is little or no induflry in Africa j. 
and what employment the Slaves are put upon is of courie verv 
trifling. 

What is the nature of the government of that pare of Africa 
where you have refided ? 

In general monarchical, but limited. 

In what you have flated concerning the treatment of Slaves in 
Africa, do you mean to fpeak of their fituation throughout all Africa, 
or on any particular part of the coaft ? 

I mean to fpeak from my own knowledge in thofe particular 
parts of Africa where I have refided, or which I have vifited, and 
from the heft information with refpedt to other parts ; and I beg 
leave to obferve, that I have had better means of information than 
many other people; I have been acquainted with the African trade 
for near forty years: excepting the thirteen years which I fpent 
moftly in Africa, I have been in almoft conftant rotation as a 
member of the African committee, and am now a member of that 
board, which has given roe an opportunity of bet:er acquaintance 
with Africa than perhaps moft men befides; I have made it my 
own particular ftudy. 

In what particulars does the fuperiority of the Slaves in the Weft- 
Indies, over the slaves in Africa, appear to you chiefly to conlift ?■ 
In a fecurity for their perfons and property, in the protection of 
the laws, and a very powerful tie in the reputation of their mafters- 
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Was you ever concerned in the Slave trade yourfelf ? 

I have feveral times, but not lately. 

How long have you difcontinued that trade ? 

About two years. 

In what years did you make the voyages you fpeak of to the 
Weft Indies on board Slave fhips ? 

In the years 1753, 1754, J 755 > in year 1757 I think, and 
Jn the year 1761. 

Whence arifes the infecurity of the hufbandman, which you fpoke 
of, concerning the reaping of his crops? 

I think I have ftated, that the hufbandman has a fecurity for 
the crop which he plant?, but he has no property in the foil, he has 
no fecurity for a continuance of that ground } he has no appropria¬ 
tion, he cannot call it his for the fecond year. 

Having ftated that you have been in the French Weft India 
iflands as well as in the Britifh, whether the French treat their- 
Slaves with more or lefs lenity than the Englifli do? 

The quantum of labour given to the Slaves in each ifland I am 
not acquainted with j as far as I was able to obferve, in Martinique 
and in Guadaloupe, I thought the Slaves appeared very happy. 

Did they appear more fo than the Slaves in the Englifh iflands, 
or not, or equally fo ? 

I really thought more fo. 

The Witnefs was direded to withdraw. 

Then Mr. THOMAS SHARPLESS was called in; and being 
fworn, was examined as follows: 

Have you relided any number of years in Africa ? 

Six years, from the year 1783 to 1789. 

In what parts of Africa did you refide, and in what fituation did 
you refide there ? 

As a trader or agent on the river Gambia. 

Did you refide only there, or in other parts ? 

Only on the river Gambia. 

Had you, during the time of your refidence there, any means 
of acquiring an acquaintance with the government of that country ? 
From my refidence on different parts of the river, I had an op¬ 
portunity 
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portunity of knowing the manners and cuftoms of the natives, both 
free and Slaves. 

What is the nature of that government; is it mild and gentle, 
or oppreflive and harfh ? 

In the different parts of the river that I was in, it was generally 
mild. 

Is juftice adminiftered with tolerable fairnefs and impartiality ? 
Juftice is adminiftered by the oldeft people in different lines of 
life: if there are difputes with free people, it is fettled by free 
people; if amongfl the Slaves, it is fettled by the elders of the 
Slaves belonging to the perfon whofe property they are. 

Was you ever prefent at any trials in the courts of that 
country ? 

I have been prefent when inquiries have been made into difpute% 
of both fee people and Slaves. 

Did juftice appear to be fairly diftributed to the people of that 
country ? 

Certainly it was; there was every means for the perfon ac- 
cufed of acquitting himfelf. 

Do you fpeak of criminal as well as of civil juftice ? 

1 fpeak of the general crimes and difputes that happened both 
amongft the free people and amongfl their Slaves. 

What are the general caufes for making Slaves ? 

There are many canfes; but crimes are the general caufe. 

How do you know that crimes are the caufe; are the perfons 
who are convicted of crimes condemned to Slavery as a punifhment 
for crimes; and if they are, what are the crimes which are fo 
punifhed ? 

Adultery, theft, murder and Slaves that are bad difpofed, in 
running away from one mafter to another; thefe are generally 
fold. 

In fpeaking of the latter clafs of perfons, you fpeak of thofe 
who are antecedently in a ftate of Slavery, and who have run away 
from their mailers ? 

Yes. 

Was their condition therefore changed, as a punifhment, to a 
more degraded ftate of Slavery ? 

The change that takes place is from the owner to the fhips. 
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Do you mean, that the change made is from being a menial Slave 
attending the perfon of the owner, to the condition of being fold to 
be tranfported from Africa ? 

Certainly, that is what I mean. 

Have you been prefent at the trials of any perfons who have 
been condemned to Slavery for crimes ? 

Never but at one alone. 

Was that trial conducted publicly ? 

Publicly. 

To the apparent fatisfadtion of the by-ftanders ? 

It was. 

What was the crime for which the perfon you allude to was 
tried, and what was the punifhment which he was fentcnced to 
undergo ? 

* It was for obtaining money under a falfe pretence, making ufe 
of another perfon’s name, and receiving money in that perfon’s 
name, who had not fent him. 

What was the punifhment ? 

He was fold. • 

Do you know of any punifhment by which perfons are fentenced- 
to pay any given number of Slaves for the commiflion of a crime ? 

Thefe fentences are made agreeable to the circumftances of the 
people who are guilty. 

What is the higheft number of Slaves in which you remember 
any perfons to have been fined ? 

More or lefs, I cannot fpeak to a certain number; two, generally; 
it is a general cuftom, if a free man has committed a crime and he is 
fold, if he has property, and can redeem himfelf, he generally pays 
two, three, or fometimes four Slaves to the king of the country 
where he commits the crime. 

Are thefe Slaves fo paid by way of redemption of the offender 
from perfonal Slavery t 

They are. 

Did you ever know of any crimes being imputed to perfons in 
order to compel them to become Slaves ? 

I never heard of any. 

Did you ever know of an inftance of villages being broken up for 
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the purpofe of taking the inhabitants of thofe villages, and reducing: 
them to a ftate of Slavery ?■ 

I never knew an inftance of that kind. 

Have you known any inflance of pcrfons being arbitrarily feized 
without the imputation of a crime by the piinces of the country x 
and compelled to become Slaves ? 

I never did. 

Is kidnapping praftifed there for the purpofe of compelling the 
people forcibly to become Slaves; do you know of any inftances of 
kidnapping ? 

I never knew an inftance of kidnapping of any kind. 

Do you know of any wars having been commenced for the pur¬ 
pofe of making the captives in thofe wars Slaves ? 

I remember a war taking place, the difpute was a family one, 
and the war lafted fome time, in the event of which a large town 
was deftroyed, and anumber of prifoners were taken, to the amount 
of 120; out of thefe they might fell from ten to fourteen, and I 
bought eleven out of that number, out of the fourteen. 

What became of the reft ? 

Thofe that I had bought told me that they had facrificed a few, 
two or three mornings together. 

A few of the unbought captives ? 

A few of the remainder. 

Did the Slaves you purchafed appear to be happy in the change 
of fituation they made, from that in which they had been before, to 
that which they acquired in your fervice ? 

Of thofe I bought, fome were Slaves before, fume were free ; one 
in particular, a very old man, when I was taking a look round at 
them, beckoned to me, and told me, that if I did not purchafe 
him, and he fhould be returned back unfold, his cafe would be de- 
fperate—he muft be murdered. 

How did he tell you ? 

In the country language. 

Which you underftood ? 

Perfectly well; he was a free man, and begged I would pur- 
thafe him ? 

Did you purchafe him? 

1 did; but he was fo old, that it was not worth my notice to 
fend him off, and his friends paid a Slave to go in the veffel in lieu 
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of him, and he went to another country; but he could not go to live 
jn the fame town till the dilute was fettled. 

You have faid, that two or three were faerificed of a mor incr, of 
the remainder of the iso perfons taken hat war, and out of 
which you bought fourteen; do you know what became of the 
r eft of thofe perfons, or were they all faerificed except the 
fourteen ? 

They were not all faerificed. 

What became of thofe who were not ? 

Some were redeemed by thei friends. 

Can you form a judgment of the number that were, in faft, fa- 
crificed out of the izo? 

From the report of thofe that I purchafed, there might be from 
about twelve to twenty, that were faerificed. 

Are human facrifices frequent in that country ? 

No, they are not in Gambia River. 

Have you any means of knowing whether they are frequent in 
any other parts of Africa ? 

None at all ; I have no knowledge of any other part. 

Have you ever feen any of thofe fcrifices made, or feen the re¬ 
mains of the perfons who have been fo faerificed P 

I never attended any of the facrifices at all. 

Did you fee the remains of any perfons who have been faerificed ? 

I never did. 

Do you believe that the Slave trade operates as any temptation 
or inducement to the making of war in that country ? 

Noj the wars are a check to the trade; and with refpeft to thofe 
two towns that did quarrel, I had. the opportunity of experiencing 
the hurt which the war occafioned. 

Do you mean that it occafioned a confiderable interruption of the 
trade, or in what manner did it occafion the mifchief that vou 
fpeak of? 

By preventing the interior Slaves from coming through that coun¬ 
try to be fold. 

Are there any confiderable number of Slaves brought down to 
the coaft, from the interior parts of Africa, for the purpofe of fale P 

There are; the river Gambia running in length 800 miles, there 
is a great trail on each fide of the river, where we frequently build 
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houfes, and fettle perfons in them for the purpofe of purchafing; 
Slaves, wax, and ivory; and wherever wars happen, our factories 
upon that ground are deftroyed, which was my cafe in the town 
where thofe people were caught; 1 had a fadtory in it; the people 
who overpowered them, delired the man to open the {tore door, 
not that they wanted to take any money out, but they wifhed to 
fee if he had concealed any of the inhabitants of the town ; after 
fearching it they found none, nor did they meddle with any part of 
the property. 

You ftated, that you had acquired from eleven to fourteen Slaves 
who had been made prifoners in this war; do you believe, that if no 
fuch war had exifted, you would have been able to have acquired 
a greater number of Slaves at the fame time ? 

A greater number I fliould have acquired, as well as other articles, 
particularly ivory and wax. 

Have you any means of knowing from what diftance the Slaves 
are brought from the interior parts of the country to the coaft, where 
they are fold to the European traders ? 

From every information that 1 could get, they appeared to come 
from one hundred to four hundred miles diftance} that I judged, 
by the time they were performing their journey. 

Do you mean from their relation of the time fpent upon their 
journey ? 

Yes. 

In what manner did they explain to you, the quantity of time 
that had been occupied in their journey ? 

From the furtheft parts they are generally about three months or' 
moons, when they do not travel every day. 

Have you any means of knowing whether there are not efta- 
blilhed marts for Slaves in different parts of the interior country of 
Africa ? 

There certainly are. 

Are there any other articles of traffic which are brought down 
with the Slaves in the courfe of their conveyance from the interior 
country, and what are they ? 

I have feen fmall coffels; they are called acoffel, when there are 
twenty or thirty of them ; I have feen them marching down, fbme 
with a large tooth of ivory upon their head, others perhaps with a 
cake of wax, others carrying the provifions for the reft. 

Would that traffic in ivory and wax be loft, in cafe it was not 
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accompanied by the Slave trade ; would it anfwer the coft of 
bringing thofe articles down the country, unlefs it was likewife ac 
compamed by the profit arifing from the Slave trade ? 

There are many large teeth of ivory brought down by the Slaves, 
which I think would not be brought dowi> by free people. 

Would it anfwer to them to bring thofe articles down, if they 
traded in thofe articles only ? y 

I do not think it would. 

Do you therefore think, that if the Slave trade were aboliflied, the 
trade in the other articles of commerce, gum, ivory, &c. from the 
interior parts of Africa, would cea(e ? 

I think it would leflen; there would not be fo much ivory brought 
from the interior parts. y luu £> ut 

th^r, y °f U 4r ?de a ?y observation upon the ftate of civilization in 
hat part of Africa With whicn you have been acquainted ? 

rom what I have feen, thofe wlio are upon the banks of the 

Gambia are m a better Aate of civilization than thofe in the inland 
towns. 

Do you mean that the inhabitants on the Banks of the Gamb-a 
are improved, in confequence of their intercourie with the Euro¬ 
pean merchants who refide there ? 

I think they are. 

du^° t h°ru n n W wl T her any attem P ts hav e been made to intro- 
ducc the Chnftian religion among them, an d with what fuccefs? 

There have been fome attempts by the Portuguefe; but they 
never met with any fuccefs. y 

Brhain*? ^ attCmptS bcen made 0n the P a:t of the natives of Great 
None that I know of. 

Has the Slave trade incrcaftd or diminished, upon the whole, 
unce your firfi:acquaintance with it? 1 

It has decreafid. 

To what caufes do you attribute that decreafe ? 

I cannot tell any particular caufe for its decreafingv 

Is the country with which you are particularly acquainted 
morcorlcfs populous f.ncc ,h= firft period of your ^cqu’mance 

that 1 3m ac< i uainted vvith were more populous in 
J 7 ° 9 > ^an they were twenty years ago. 

To what caufes do you attribute that increafe of population ? 
Whether it is from the trading part of the country coming to 
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fettle there, on account of the Europeans vifiting the river for the 
purpofeof commerce, or from any other caufe, I do not knowj 1 at¬ 
tribute it to that. 

Is the price of Slaves confiderably increafed fince your firft 
knowledge of the trade ? 

Very much fo. 

Do you know of any Slaves being obtained by fraud, or other 
violence, which have been brought to the markets to which Brmlh 

merchants refort ? - . r , 

I never knew of any procured in that manner j for if they were, 

they would be purfued from the interior parts, and traced down to 
the banks of the river, where they were told i and the perfon who 
had done that, would be fold alfo. 

How do you know that fuch purfuit and punifliment would take 
place, you having /aid, that you never knew an mftance of fuch a 

crime being committed ? , 

When the natives of that country are guilty of lefs crimes, they 
will frequently run from the country they commit them in, and 
lit down in another kingdom, where they are purfued, and fome- 

times fold. 

From that do you infer that the fame punifliment would pro- 
bably follow the commifiion of a fimilar crime in this mftance? 
Certainly. 

Have you any concern in the Slave trade at prefent ? 

I have. 

Do you know whether the African owner of a Slave is liable to 

any, and what punifliment for killing his Slave ? 

I do not know of any ; I never knew an mftance of that kind 

but once, and that was by a king. 

Do you not know of any inftanceby an individual fubjeft, of the 

murder of a Slave ? 

No; I do not. 

Are they punilhable for the abufe of their perfons; for cruelty 
towards them i 

I do not know of any punifliment. 

Do you know of any perfons who have been proprietors of any 
very large number of Slaves in that country? 

1 do. 


What number? 

From forty to a hundred. 
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Were the children of thofe Slaves born Slaves likewife ? 

Yes. 

And the property of the matter ? 

As to the children born there, the perfon that owns the mother 
always owns the child. 

Have you ever obferved any difference in the degree and condi¬ 
tion of particular claffes of Slaves in Africa ? 

Yes; thole that are good receive favours from their matters; 
thofe that aie bad receive punilhment. 

Is there a diftindion between houfe Slaves who are treated with 
more indulgence, and are not fold, but for faults committed by 
them, and other Slaves who are generally the objed of fale ? 

Thofe that are the objed of fale mutt be fold; for if they were 
to be turned at large to work for their matter, they would defert 
him. 

Whether there is a diftindion between Slaves that are commonly 
fold, and thofe who are hereditary Slaves, who pafs from father to 
fon, but are not the objed of fale without they commit a crime? 

There are no fuch Slaves as thofe kept. 

Have you been in any of the Weft India ifland?, fo as to have 
an opportunity of comparing the treatment and condition of the 
African Slave in his own country when removed to thofe iflands ? 

I have not. 

Was you ever in the Weft Indies ? 

T wice. 

In what part ? 

In the ifland of Dominica. 

Had you no means of feeing the treatment of the Slaves in 
that ifland ? 

No, I had not, from the fhort ftay I made. 

Do you, from all that you have been able to judge, from the 
condition and treatment of Slaves in Africa, believe, that any ma¬ 
terial purpofe of humanity would be anfwered by the abolition of 
that trade? 

From the treatment of thofe that are for fale by their matters 
when they are fold on board of (hip, they change for the better. 

Did you ever buy any Slaves under particular rettridions, not to 
be allowed to be ranfomed ? 

I have. 


Have 
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Have you bought many in that lituation ? 

I have bought feveral; but one in particular, that if I took any 
ranfom, I was to pay the mafter five Slaves. 

What was the reafon why this Slave was under this Angular 
predicament ? 

It had been for a crime that I was not acquainted with. 

Had you ever any means of inquiring from the Slave the nature 
of the crime that he had committed ? 

I had not. 

Have you, in the courfe of purchafing Slaves, ever inquired of 
them the reafons for which they have been fold to you ? 

I have inquired often j but they very feldom tell the crimes that 
they have committed. 

Having fpecified that you bought Slaves under particular re- 
ftridtions, ftate what would have become of thofe Slaves, fuppofe 
they had been ranfomed ? 

Thofe Slaves that were fold under fuch reftridtions, it was deter¬ 
mined by their mafters fhould not be ranfomed, but that 
they fhould go off to the Weft Indies ; therefore, what would 
have been the confequence if they had been ranfomed, I cannot 
tell. 

Did you perceive any particular fatisfadtion in thofe Slaves fb 
circumftanced, different from any other Slaves that you pur- 
chafed ? 

Certainly. 

Greater or lefs mark of joy, at being fold? 

Great mark of joy ; particularly thofe who were fold in confe¬ 
quence of the war. 

In the courfe of your purchafe of Slaves, did you ever know an 
inftance of a Slave expreffing a wifh to return to bis native 
country ? 

I never did. 

You have ftated, in a former part of your evidence, that you 
have been twice in the Weft Indies: in what lituation did vou so 
there? 3 h 

I went out to the Weft Indies in a veffel of my own. 

You was captain of her ? 

No, I had a captain on board of her j I was fupercargo. 
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Each time that you went to the Weft Indies? 

Each time. 

Were the Slaves, during thefe two voyages, treated with pro¬ 
per care and attention relative to their health i 1 

That was my particular bufinefs on board. 

What do you mean by that being your particular liufinefs on 
board ? 

To fee that they were treated properly. 

Do you mean that in every Slave fhip there is a man that goes 
exprelsly for that purpofe; or was it merely in your own vefTtl that 
you did it ? Whether it is a general cuftom in the Slave trade ? 

It is not the cuftom } the mafter of the veflel was qualified to 
condudt the veflel, but not to take care of the Slaves. 

How came the mafter of the veflel to be qualified to condudt 
the veflel, and not to be capable of conducing the Slaves? 

Being in the veffel myfelf, I took that care upon me to fee 
that they were properly conduced j and as fuch, I employed a 
perfon who was not acquainted with the carrying of Slaves. 

From the knowledge that you muft confequently have of the 
method of carrying a Slave from Africa to the Weft Indies do 
you not confider, that the mortality which arifes in a fhip’ on 
the Middle Paflage is almoft entirely owing to the Slaves be¬ 
ing over-fed, and confequently to their being too quickly re- 
plemfhcd, from the very famifhed and reduced ftate in which 
thofe Slaves are ufually brought on board the fhips on the 
coaft ? r 

1 , from experience in the country, have fometimes bought 
Slaves that have been from a long journey, and from a fcarcitv 
of provifions, very lean; and when thefe Slaves come on board 
they very often are feized with different diforders; whether from 

over-feeding them, or from a change of the provifions and water 
I cannot fay. * 

During the two voyages that you made, was there no mate 
cn board the veflel ? 

There was. 

Who had frequently made the Middle Paflage ? 

There was a mate. 

Did thofe mates ever make the remark to you that was made in 
the firft part of the laft queftion, relative to thofe people in a re- 
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-duced ftate of body being brought on board; namely, that upon 
being over-fed they were fubjed to repletion, and to a particular 
diforder which men, when firft brought on board a fnip, generally 
are fubjed to? 

I ufed to fee the viduals taken down, and fee them properly fed 
myfelf. 

But did the mates, who were converfant in the bufinefs, ever 
make that remark to you ? 

In thofe two voyages that I went off with Slaves I was very 
fortunate. 

You fay, that you had a mate that had been bred in the trade, 
and who was a qualified man ? 

Yes. 

Did that man never, in the courfe of convention with you, fay, 
ihat from the reduced ftate of thofe Slaves, they were frequently 
made ill by being over-fed when they were firft brought on board? 

The furgeon of the veflel has made thefe obfervations. 

Did the Slaves during this pafiage appear to be happy, and con¬ 
tent, and fatisfied? 

Yes, after they got a few days from their own country, and the 
fea-ficknefs over, they became more latisfied. 

Upon their making the ifland of Dominica, which I fuppofe they 
muft have known was their deftination, did they particularly ex- 
prefs any fatisfadion at the voyage being concluded ? 

When we made the land, they were very glad at the fight of it, 
and wifhed to know whether they were to go on fhore at that 
land. 

The day of their fale did they exprefs any pleafure at being 
landed or not ? 

Thofe that I carried off were refhipped in another veflel there¬ 
fore they had not an opportunity of rejoicing on going on fhore to 
refide. 

As you have mentioned that the Slaves were carried to the ifland 
of Dominica, whether it took place fince or before the Regulating 
Ad ? 

It was fince the Regulating Ad. 

Did vou ever make the Middle Paflage previous to the Regulat¬ 
ing Ad? 

Abelicve one voyage in 1789. I think the Regulating Ad had 
•not taken place. 

You 
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You are miftaken in your date ? 

The (hip I failed in had failed out previous to the regulation 
here; fhe was not under the adh 

Theiecond voyage was fubjedt to the regulation adt ? 

It was. 

Was there a greater mortality in the firft or in the fecond voyage ? 

In the firft voyage I buried three Slaves; in the latter voyage, 
one on the purchafe, and one at fea. 

Did you ev,er hear from the Slaves, during either of the voyages, 
any fort of complaint of ill treatment or negledl from the captain 
and the crew of the veffel ? 

None at all; no complaint whatever. 

Did you fee any adl of cruelty or negledl by any of that deferip- 
tion of people towards their Slaves i V 

1 never did. 

During the time you was refident in Africa, was mention 
ever made amongft the various commanders of Slave fhips that 
muft have been upon the coaft, of particular people having been 
guilty of particular adts of cruelty towards any of thofe Slaves ? 

I never heard of any towards the Slaves except upon infurrec- 
tions, where we are obliged to ufe means for felf prefer vat ion. 

Do you, from your knowledge of the trade, conceive, that if any 
particular adt of cruelty had ever been committed by any captain or 
mate, that that particular perfon would not have been taken notice 
of by the other officers of the different fhips in that trade, as a ftigma 
upon the corps in general? 6 

They certainly would. 

Whether the Slaves which are brought from the interior parts of 
Africa to the coaft, are or are not brought down under a guard ? 

They are brought down under a guard ; they are overlooked by 
their mafters; their matters are their guard. 

Suppofe a lot of twenty to be brought down, how many people 
are there to guard them ? r t 

J have known mftances of a lot of twenty Slaves, where there 
perhaps have been more than twcn;y mafters. 

Have you, during your rcfidence on the coaft of Attica, ever 
heard of any merchant fhip belonging to any European power 
being attempted to be cut off, or that was cut off, by the natives for 
attempting to kidnap Slaves ? 
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I never 



I never knew of any veffels being cut off in Gambia river in the 
ad of kidnapping Slaves. 

Did you ever hear of any foreign veffel that was attempted to be cut 
of, or that was cut off on that account, or of any Englilh veffel ? 

No, there was none cut off. 

Were they ever attempted to be cut off? 

No, they never were attempted to be cut off for kidnapping. 

Do you know of any (hip either foreign or Englifh, that was by 
any infurredion on board of her, cut off by the Slaves ? 

Yes. 

Inftance it. 

There was the Good Intent of Liverpool. 

In what year ? 

In the year 1787. 

On what part of the coaft ? 

In the river Gambia. 

Did the Slaves rife upon the crew ? 

The Slaves rofe upon the (hip’s company. 

Was that owing to any particular ill treatment ? 

Not that I know of. 

Was that (hip completing her cargo at the time ? 

She had feventy Slaves on board j (he came for one hundred and 
twenty. 

Was the denomination of Slaves on board of that (hip, what 
are called Long-lhore Men, or were they from the interior parts 
of the country ? 

The denomination of the different Slaves on board that veffel was 
from different parts. 

Was that (hip cut off? 

She was cut off. 

What became of the Slaves ? 

They were refold, a great number of them, by the king of th? 
country where (lie was cut off. 

Did you ever fee any of thofe Slaves ? 

I believe that I carried fome of them off. 

How did they behave with you ? 

They 
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*They behaVed very well with me. 

Did they ever give any reafon to you, or to Tiny of your neoDle 
why they cut off that fhip ? 1 T P P * 

From what I could learn from them, it was owing to the careleflnefs 
of the lh p s company in fuffering them to get poffcflion of the arms. 

Is there, or is there not, a difference between the difpofition of 
the Slave denominated a Long-Shore Man, and the Slave that 
is brought from the interior parts of the country ? 

I cannot make any obfervation upon the difference of thofe from 
the interior parts, and thofe that come from the banks of the river. 

You fpoke of courts of juftice in thofe parts of Africa in which 
you have refided, among the natives; whether you are well informed 
of the mode of proceeding in fuch courts of juftice ? 

Thofe courts of juftice are held out in the open field under a tree- 
the people all attend; the elders attend to hear both tides, and thev 
judge accordingly. J 

What are the crimes which are ufually punifhed with condemna¬ 
tion to Slavery r 

Adultery, theft, and various other crimes. 

What is the lovveft fpecies of crime fo punifhed ? 

Theft. 

Pilfering ? 


What other punifhments are in ufe ? 

Adultery is punifhed with the fale of the perfon, if he is free • if 
he redeems himfelf from the matter of the country, he pays in pro¬ 
portion to his circumftances. r 1 v 

What other punifhments are there in ufe befides that of con¬ 
demnation to Slavery ? 

I have known them banifhed out of the country in which they 
commit the crime, to another free people; they are not to come 
and fit on the ground where they have committed the crime. 

Is their condition in that banifhment Slavery ? 

I cannot fay that it is. 

Is not Slavery much more frequent than any other punifhment ? 

It certainly is. 

You fpoke of a freeman that you once bought, who expreffed a 

3 A great 
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,,-cat delire to embrace the condition of Slavery; under what right 

was the freeman fold ? 

He was a captive in war. 

Did he explain whence the danger arofe that threatened him if he 

was unfold ? 

He did. 

ThauFhe was not fold, bat was returned to the place from 
whence he was brought, he (hould be murde.ed, as they had done 
to Others two or three mornings before. 

Yon faid, that the wars were a great check to the Slave trade; are 
not the captives in thofe wars on both fides fold ? 

Not all i a very few are fold. 

You bought eleven out of one hundred and twenty* do you 

k XmF h wer^ C Sad, he oth«; might be redeemed. The nature 
r .w lor. 5. that when they are taken, if free, they redeem 
°f th °k w * V* . circumftances; but if they have been 

I h c ^lire,rd b'Satthe head of the difpute, they very often fa- 
crifice them, and will not fell them at all. 

Is it a punilbment for crimes that the Slaves of African mailers, 
rtf the natives are fold -to- European traders r 

Many have been fold, that have come within my knowledge, for 

crimes. 

Selling to the European trader is a punilhment for crimes ? 

You fpoke of the Slaves of African owners whom you called ob- 

3 -***by merchants who travel into 
Thole are o & through different countries (as I un- 

' >e ; n Trom them) rn toy“ P ‘hcfeVrlcns who have ken guilty 
derftood from them), ^/o/the different places: different mer- 
of crimes ag ^ the courfe of a f ca for., and bring down thofe 

chants join t b ■ - lQt in i arge quantities together, which 

conviJs-from - Th fe . t P hat are brought down are the description 
3a tha^J eaprelfed to be allotted it fa.e to the Ihips. 

Do von know what fort of punilhments are infliaed upon Slaves 
bv the African owners in their own country, 

1 have feen punifhment given to a Slave. 

What 
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What fort of puniftiments ? 

Very fimple; for if they were to punifh them feverely, they then 
would defert, and go to another country. 

Have you feen puniftiments there equally fevere with the punifti. 
ments in the Weft Indies ? r 

Punifbments in the Weft Indies, I never faw any. 

What became of the crew of that ftiip that was cut off? 

The crew of that ftiip, I believe, were all murdered, except one * 
I am not certain whether there was not one, a boy, who efcaped. * 

The Witnefs was directed to withdraw. 
The Counfel were dire&ed to withdraw. 
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Whether you have refided in Africa 1 
1 nave leveral years. 

For what length of time? 

•Near eighteen years. 

tt “T did 

you mention comprehend ? * * time d the ei S ht een years 

the 1 ^'^ !n thc year *76j to refide there, and left it in 

In what part of Africa have you refided > 

Upon the Gold Coaft. 

Coart?, y °“ been “ “7 ° ther of Africa beftdes the Gold 

that ^1 V had^no ?portimi?to??' aCa ’ bUt , ? Y ^ was fo Aort 
other part excepurhe Go]/CoafL any obrervat ' ons as to any 
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What are the limits of that country which you call the Gold 
Coaft ? 

It is generally underftood from Cape La Hoo to the Rive* 
Volta. 

1 What extent of country does that comprehend ? 

I cannot fpeak pofitivelyj I apprehend about four hundred 
miles eaft and weft, nearly lb. 

Is your knowledge confined principally to the fea coaft, or have 
you been any way inland ? 

I have very feldom been above three or four miles inland, ex¬ 
cept on one occafion that I might be eighteen or twenty miles up 
the country. 

What was your fituation upon the Gold Coaft during your 
refidence there; ftate yopr different fituations ? 

. I was in the fervice ‘ of the African Committee the whole 
time. 

In what fituation when you firft went there f State the different 
fituations you filled upon the Gold Coaft ? 

The firft three or four years 1 refided at Cape Coaft Caftle as a 
wntei, factor, and ltoie-keeper. In 1 769 I was appointed to 
the command of the Fort. In 1774 I had a feat in the Council; 
and in 1777 I fucceeded to the chief command. 

Did the fituations which, you filled enable you to acquire any 
knowledge of the habits and cuftoms of the .country ? 

Having at different times commanded almoft every fort in that 
country, and confequently having the natives fettled under thefe 
forts under my command, 1 had frequent intercourfe with 
them. 

Did the condition of Slavery exift in every part of the Coaft 
with which you were acquainted ? 

Beyond all doubt. 

Was you acquainted with the language that was talked by the 
natives in that part of the country ? 

Yes; and fpoke it as fluently as moft Europeans, I believe, who 
ever were in that country. 

Had you, from your intercourfe with the natives in that, coun¬ 
try, any means of knowing whether the condition of Slavery 
was of very ancient eftabliftiment in that country, or of recent 
introduction ? 
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In moll towns or villages that I have been in, there are certain 
elders of the town, called Pynins or Judges. The parties offend¬ 
ing, for adultery, theft, or debt, are taken before thefe elders, 
where they have, as far as my obfervation has gone, as fair a 
hearing as in any Court of Juftice in England. 

You are fpeaking of trials in criminal cafes ; fay, whether in 
civil cafes, a perfon who is otherwife unable to fatisfy his creditor, 
becomes the Slave of his creditor ? ' '' 

If his debt exceeds the ordinary value of a Slave, he is adjudged 
the Slave of his creditor. 

Do you mean, if he is otherwife unable to fatisfy the debt ? 

I have before faid, that his friends are at liberty to redeem him 
if they plcafe, and have the means. 

Is the condition of Slavery merely perfonal, or arc the children 
of Slaves alio Slaves ? 

Children born in Slavery are Slaves to the mailer or miitrefs of 
the mother fo bearing thole children. 

Both male and female children ? , 

Both male and female children. 

Are females liable to forfeit their freedom for the fame 
caufes that males are, either by fentencc in civil or criminal 
cafes? 

I underftand it to be lb. 

Do you know of any inflance of what has been mentioned, of 
breaking up villages, or of kidnapping, or of other violent means 
ufed for the purpofe of obtaining Slaves, and that either by 

Europeans or Natives ? . 

I do not recollefl ever to have heard of a angle inftance or the 
kind I have, I believe, heard of one or two fmgle inftances, where a, 
mailer of a Ihip has carried a Free Man off the coall; but 
I believe in one, or both of thole cafes, the delinquent was pu— 
nifhed by the laws of this country. 

But of your own knowledge you are acquainted with no inftance 
of fuch violence ? 

None whatfoever ; as to kidnapping, it is tantamount to an 
impoflibility that it Ihould be pra&ifed. 

Why fo ? 

Becaufe the Natives along the fea coall have one general lan¬ 
guage ; and if any man was feized unlawfully in any town or 
b & o village 
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village along that fea coaft, it mud be for the purpofe of his being 
fold to an European ; and he would no fooner be in the hands 
of that European, than from the opportunities he has of feeing 
the Black brokers, who fpeak Englifh generally as well as their 
own tongue, he would naturally tell his fituation to them. 

Would fuch communication of his fituation be likely to pio- 
cure the party any redrefs ? 1 

Such a cafe never having happened within my knowledge, I 
°™y guefs what the refult would be; but I have no doubt 
that the Black broker would immediately apply to the family of 

this man, and that juftice by fome means or other would be 
done to him. 

Are wars frequent in that part of the country with which you 
have been acquainted ? 1 

By no means. 


Have the wars which have happened during the time you have 
been m that country, been the means of producing a larger or a 
lefs plentiful fupply of Slaves for the European market ? 

There may be wars of magnitude in the interior parts of the 
country, but near the water fide the country is chiefly divided 
into fmall petty flates, and where two quarrel, the difpute is 
generally made up by the interference of a third party ; and I have 
generally underftood upon moft of thefe occafions, fuch prifoners 
as have been taken are exchanged. 

Do wars therefore in your judgment produce any confiderable 
lupply of Slaves for the purpofe of the Weft India iflands ? 

I have generally underftood it to have a contrary effect • and 
I believe I can quote a Angle inftance, and that is the only war 
that I do remember, of any magnitude. 


What was the effett of that war ? 

It was in the year 1765 or 1766 -the Fantee and the Shantee 
nations were at war for a confiderable time; the objeft of the war 
was generally underftood to be, that the Shantees, who are a 
very la^e powenul inland nation, were not fatisfied in receiving 
the European commodities through the water fide brokers - and 
therefore wilhed to poffefs a part of the fea coaft themfelves •— 
during this war I well remember that the fiiips lay fome of them 
twice the time in their purchafes that they do on other occafions. 


Has the number of Slaves fold to Europeans increafed or di- 
mimlhed within your memory ? 

It is between nine and ten years fince I left that country. 

During 
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During the time I was there, the number was Tome years more, 
and Tome lefs ; but generally fpeaking, I believe, nearly the fame. 

Do you know the number of Slaves that have been annually 
fold upon that part of the Coaft with which you was acquainted, 
for the European fettlements in the Weft Indies ? 

The Gold Coaft, I believe, furnilhes fix, feven, or eight thou- 
fand annually. * 

Has the price of thefe Slaves increafed or diminilhed within 
your memory ? 

Very confiderably increafed. 

Can you ftate in what proportion ? 

I fuppofe at the prefent moment nearly double. 

Has the population in Africa increafed or diminifhed in that 
part of the Coaft with which you have been acquainted, within 
the period of your memory ? 

I am pretty certain that it has not decreafed; generally {peak¬ 
ing, I fhould fuppofe the contrary. 

Have the Natives of Africa been more or lefs civilized within 
the period of time that you have been acquainted with the Gold 
Coaft? 

They were much the fame during the time I refided among 
them. The water-fide Blacks were in the conftant habits of in- 
tercourfe with the Europeans, and certainly acquired fome degree 
of civilization. 

Have you had an opportunity of comparing the condition of 
the Negro Slave in Africa, with the condition of the fame perfo* 
i,n the Weft India I {lands ? 

I have been in fome of the Weft India Iflands, and I have 
with vaft pleafure obferved a very great difference. 

In what particulars ? 

In the Weft Indies they appear to be comfortably cloathed, 
well fed, and appear to have no wants. They are, 1 underftand, 
protefled in their lives by the laws of the Iflands.—In Africa, the 
reverfe is the cafe, their lives are fubjedt to the will of their maf- 
ters. 

Is their property more protedted in the one place than in the 
other ? 

I am not fo competent to fpeak as to the property, becaufe I 
was never any great length of time in the Weft India iflands. 
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Do you know whether a Slave in Africa is permitted to ac¬ 
quire property ? 

There are two diftiuft forts of Slaves in Africa The domeftic 
Slave, fo born or naturalized ; and the Slave that is intended for 
lale: the houfe, or domeftic Slave, does certainly acquire pro¬ 
perty. 

Do they appear to be happier in one country than in the other j 
and in which country did they appear to you to be mod happy 
in the Weft Indies, or in Africa ? 

Does the queftion mean. Whether the Slaves that are fold 
appear to be happier in Africa, or in the Weft Indies ? 

Is the Slave, who is the fubjeft of fale, happier in Africa, or in 
the Weft Indies, according to your obfervation ? 

The Slave for fale in Africa, I believe, nine times out of ten— 
his happinefs is, in being transferred from a Black mafter to a 
White. 

It need hardly be afked then whether they are treated with more 
humanity by the White mafter, than by the Black mafter ? 

That I cannot fpeak lo pointedly to. I Ihould fuppofe it was 
the intereft of both Black and White mafters to treat them well: 
but for the reafon that I have juft now ftated, that he was not 
fure of his life for a moment. 

Have you ever been prefent at, or had an opportunity of know¬ 
ing, whether Slaves are facrificed to the memory of deceafed per- 
fons, or in honour of deceafed perfons ? 

From undemanding their language, I had an opportunity of 
knowing that luch practice is very general—but I have feen the 
pradice. 

Upon what occafion ; and what number of vi&ims were facri¬ 
ficed upon that occafion ? 

Upon the death of any great man—not upon his death, I fhould 
fay, upon his funeral j for they are very often not buried for 
months after they die the funeral rites are not obferved till 
months afterwards: the more confequence a man is of, the 
greater, as I have generally underftood, is the number of facrifices 
made. 

What number have you known to have been facrificed at any 
one time, in honour of any deceafed perfon ? 

When I fay the nutnber I have known, I muft confine mylelf 
to the number I faw, which might be five, or fix, or eight. 

C Thole 
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Thofe you actually law facrificed upon an occafion of the fort 
you have mentioned ? 

Yes; it was upon the funeral of one of the greateft Black 
Men I knew in that country. The perfon who fucceeded 
him had been in my fervice for feveral years, and fpokc the 
Englifh language well. When this ceremony took place, I uled 
every entreaty in my power, every threat that 1 dared to ufe, to 
prevent fo horrid a cuftom. But all the anfwer I could obtain was, 
“ We will not hurt you : it fhall not be done in your prefence; but 
when fo great a man is dead, a great many mult go with him.” 
Nor have I any doubt but a great many did go upon that occa- 
lion. The number I have juft now mentioned to have feen facri- 
ficed, I faw from the walls of the caftle where I commanded, with 
m y fpy glafs, and I fent out Slaves myfelf the next day to bury 
thofe bodies. 

Were other facrifices, befides the one which you faw, made in 
honour of the fame deceafed perfon ? 

Upon the occafion of the death of any great man, previous to 
the funeral rites being obferved, his immediate fuccefl'or fends mef- 
fages to all the petty Princes, or other men of confequence, many 
miles round the country, informing them that on fuch a day fuch 
a man’s funeral rites will be obferved : each perfon fo fent to, fends 
meflengers of their own, accompanied fome with a ftieep, fome 
with a goat, fome with a cow j but men of any note or confe¬ 
quence fend one, two, or more Slaves. 

Are the Slaves facrificed upon thefe occafions, perfons who have 
been made Slaves for crimes, or prifoners taken in war; or are 
they alfo perfons who are Slaves in their hereditary condition by 

birth ? . . c 

I can only anfwer that queftion as matter of opinion or my 
own. I have no doubt before their intercourfe with Europeans 
was fo general, that they facrificed young or old indifcriminately; 
but I have very great reafon to believe, that generally fpeaking, they 
are old and ufelefs Slaves that are now facrificed in that manner. 

The Queftion was repeated. 

That is impoffible for me to fay. If it is meant to alk whether 
I have ever known an inftance of a domeftick Slave being killed, I 
anfwer in the affirmative 3 I have. 

You have ftated, that you believe in confequence of the Slave 
Trade that the old and ufelefs Slaves are made the facrifices upon thefe 
occafions inftead of the young and more vigorous 3 do you like- 
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Very great numbers. I have juft ftated that the Natives make 
their boaft of more perhaps than really are facrificed. 


Examined by the Lords. 


You have faid that the fon and fuccefi'or of one of the greateft 
Black men you ever knew in that country was in your fervice, 
do you mean that he was a menial fervant to whom you paid 

wages ? , 

Pardon me, I did not fay the fon, but the fuccefior. The per- 
fon 1 alluded to, lived with me in the charader of a fuperior 
fervant, a kind of broker, to whom I paid monthly wages.—To ac¬ 
count for this it is only necefiary to ftate, that moft great men 
in that country, ftill confining myfelf to the water fide, pride 
themfelves in having their friends and relatives tolwe with White 
men, who are in fome fuperior condition in that country. 

What do you mean by his being the fuccefior of that Black 
man : fuccefior by election, or by what means fuccefioi ? 

It is generally the eldeft male branch in the female line “W 
fucceeds. There are fome few exceptions, but generally fpeakmg, 
upon the Gold Coaft it is as I have ftated. 

Was that perfon to whom he fucceeded, one of the perfons they 

call Kings, in that country P . 

By courtefy many of them have acquired that title. 

Was that particular man ? 

His common title is, Cabboceer of that coaft. 


You talked of perfons who were tried, being taken before the 
elders ; are perfons tried for witchcraft taken before the elders? 

As far as my knowledge goes, thq Europeans upon the Gou 
Coaft know very little of the form of tiial for witchciaft. It 
generally takes place in the night. j 

You ftated merely as a matter of opinion, the different claffes of 
Free men and Slaves on the Gold Coaft; in your opinion, as far 
as you are a judge, from a refide ( nce of nineteen years. Whether 
there is a greater proportion of Free men or of Slaves, on that par¬ 
ticular part of the coaft where you lived < , 

I have already obferved, that I have never heard in that country 
any calculations whatfoever upon population. 

But from your common obfervation ? 
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But as far as my opinion goes, the number of Free men rauft 
very far exceed the number of Slaves fold—very far indeed. 

r /*! he queftion is. Whether upon the Gold Coaft where you re- 
lided, you conceive there to be a greater proportion of Free men 
than of Slaves, exifting in the country ? Whether Slavery is more 
predominant than Freedom, on the Gold Coaft P 

The number cf domeftic or houfe Slaves, is certainly very 
great; but it is difficult to afcertain exactly the number of Free 
men in one family: but beyond all doubt the number of Slaves 

kept by a Free man of any note or confequence, exceeds the Free 
men in his Family. 

You have Hated a diftinftion in Slavery in that country; one a 
natural bom Slave, and the other a Slave made for various caufes 
Have you known an inftance of a natural born Slave having; been 

brought to the European market, as well as a Slave who was 
made 10 r 

A Slave fo born or naturalized is incorporated as it were in the 
mans family to whom he belongs: and in cafes of mif- 
behaviour, it is the reft of the Slaves that belong to that fa¬ 
mily who decide upon his fate. 

Is the natural born Slave treated in a different manner from 
the other Slave? Whether the treatment of the two dS 

tmctions of Slaves is the fame, or is there any difference in their 
treatment ? 

The treatment of the domeftic Slaves, generally fpeakine is 
very good; the others, the Slaves for fale, we fee little of their 
treatment, and can judge only of the condition they are in when 
they are brought for fale. 

During your refidence upon the Gold Coaft, have you had any 
opportunity of feeing in a Black family the other fort of Slave'- 

Is treated ‘ h “ he 

TTnon b l heVe th J y ar ® ve, y rare, y taken into the family at all. 
Upon a man becoming a Slave to another, under any 7 of the 

Jte I i aV h V U , ft r w teed - tl,e P r °P ric,or of ^ Slave i: 

at liberty, if he pleafes, to incorporate him, as it were with 
the reft of his Slaves; and after having become a dor”lt,c 

thourt"h| h haH V h y ’ h f en i° ys al1 the P" vi,c S cs ‘he feme as 
has fnrf t d , beei j bom a domeftic Slave. But the Slave who 
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Dining the courfe of the nineteen years that you was upon 
the Gold Coaft, did you ever know of a long period of time 
having elapfed, between fhips failing from the coaft, and (hips 
arriving on the coaft; or were there European fhips always 
on the coaft, or fo near as to be able by their boats to carry 
their Slaves to them? 

In times of peace there are almoft always fhips reforting to 
that coaft; but I have known, in the courfe of laft war, that 
there has been no fhipping upon the coaft for a fmall period of 
time. 

For how long? 

About fix weeks or two months, not more. I do not think 
I ever faw the coaft without {hipping a greater period than that: 1 
beg leave to confine myl'elf to Englifh fhipping. 

During the time that the coaft has been clear of fhipping, what 
was done by the Free Blacks with thofe Slaves who had forfeited 
their liberty by the laws of that country ? 

In the abfence of fhipping, or in afcarcityof fhipping, the Eu¬ 
ropean traders on fhore are, generally fpeaking, more choice in 
the purchafe of their Negroes ; confequently, in fuch times, a 
larger proportion go back to the Natives as refufe Slaves. I have 
already ftated what is moft probably the fate of fuch refufe Slaves. 

Do you mean that the Slaves intended for European purchafe, 
are brought down the country, or whether they are collefted 
along the fhore ? 

I have ftated that the Gold Coaft affords annually from fix to 
feven or eight thoufand : about one fourth of thefe are, what we 
call water-fide Blacks ; the others come from the interior parts. 

When thofe Slaves arrive from the interior parts, are they in 
a good or bad ftate of health ? 

They are, generally fpeaking, in a very meagre ftate. 

You have ftated that you was very well verfed in the Negro 
language, or at leaft as well as moft Europeans are; have you 
converfed with thofe Slaves immediately upon their being brought 
down upon the Coaft ? 

The language of the interior Slaves differ fo very widely from 
the water-fide language, that I never remember to have met with 
an interior Slave that I could converfe with ? 

You ftated that witchcraft was one of the caufes for which the 

Slave 







Slave forfeited his liberty ; have you any knowledge of what that 
crime of witchcraft confifts ? 

I have already obferved, that the trial for witchcraft generally 
I believe always, takes place in the night; and the fir ft w e hear of 
it is by our Black fervants, or fome of our domeftics who relide in 
the town, and who in the morning inform us, that Inch a trial 
, has * aken P lace 5 probably two, three, four, or more of the family 
are fold; generally, I believe, one or more are (acrificed If a 
man or woman, or child dies fuddenly, and the friends of that 
family cannot account for fuch death, it is imputed to fome one 
or other in the town ; probably to fome family that may have 
been known to be on bad terms with the deceafedbut this is 
merely matter of furmife. 


‘ D u id y° u e . ver know of any perfon or perfons being made Slaves 
lor having given medicines to any perfon who was ailing ? 

Noi j I do not remember that fuch a cafe has come within mv 
knowledge. ' 

You do not know that adminiftering of medicines is confidered 
as one of the crimes of witchcraft ? 

charge*^ ** ated m y i*|ea u P on which they found the 

Do you, or do you not, know ? 

X do not know that perfons are chafed with witchcraft for 
having aamimftered any thing in that way. 

You ftated that one reafon why the Slaves in the Weft Indies 
were fo much happier than even the natural Slaves in the coaft of 
Africa, was, becaule the mafter in)Africa had the power of life and 
death over his Slave'; did you ever know any inftance or inftances 

miftreffes ? S °* SlaVeS llaVlllg been taken awa y % fhcir matters or 

1 have known one or two inftances of it;—two I can foeak 
pointedly to, no doubt there may be many. ^ 

But it is an underftood cuftom, that the 
over the life of his Slave ? 

Yes. .) 

ft f5 ed tha !? any F ree per f on was employed u c ,. 
tuie on the coaft of Africa, he was liable to have his pro- 

perty taken away; Why was his property liable to betaken 
away r 

I believe my anfwer to that queftion was, that I could not fpeak 

fo 
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fo decidedly as to what might be the fituation of the Black man’s 
property in fuch a cafe i but that a White man’s property would 
have no fecurity. 

Have you ever been from the coaft of Africa, to the Weft 
Indies ? 

I have. 

How many times ? 

Twice. 

In Slave (hips, or not ? 

Both times in Slave fhips. 

Were the Slaves properly fed on board of thole (hips ? 

As far as my obfervation went, and I had fbme Slaves of my 
own on board both of the fhips, every attention was fhewn to 
them, that the fituation of fo many in one lhip would admit 
of. 

Were the provifions with which the Slaves were fed country 
provilions, or provifions brought from this country for the pur- 
pofe, or both ? 

Partly both. 

Was every attention paid to the health of the Slaves in the 
two voyages ? 

The great number on board, particularly on board one of the 
Blips, and the very fmall number we buried, beft anfwers that 
queftion. 

How many were therein the firft voyage ? 

The firft voyage was a fhip of three hundred tons, and 
better j but (he went out merely with ftores for the ufe of the 
Forts. 

In what year ? — 

In 1772 ; and not having a regular cargo on board for a pur- 
chafe, fne carried no Slaves but fuch as fhe could get on Freight, 
which I believe might be 140, 150, or 160. The laft fhip I 
came off in was about 220 or 230 tons. We had 530 or 540 
living fouls on board. 

Including Whites—including the Englifti Sailors ? 

Yes. I am within compafs i and I believe the outfide of our 
mortality was fix, feven, or eight. 

In how long a voyage ? 

Jn an uncommonly long paffage. 
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Do you recolleft how long ? 

I do not know whether we were not nine weeks* 1 
cannot fpeak pofitively, but I remember that it was a very lone 
paflage. & 

Did you fee any aft of cruelty committed by any officer, or 
man, or failor, in either of thefe two voyages, towards any 
defcription of Slave on board,—man, woman, or child ? 

The captain, and moll of the officers, have an emolument 
from the Slaves they carry; and therefore it is their intereft to 
treat them well. 

Do you, in your long courfe of refidence upon the coaft, know 
of any inftance of impropriety in the method of the Slaves being 
carried from the Ihore to the ffiip; fuch as any great furf run¬ 
ning at the time, fo that their lives might be in danger ? 

* The furf, or landing places, in faft, all along the Gold Coaft, 
are at^ times very bad; but no man would be mad enough to 
end his Slaves off m a bad lea, feeing his intereft is fo imme¬ 
diately at flake. 


Did you remain long in the Weft Indies either time P 
I believe I might be about fix or feven weeks there, each time. 

What iflands were you in ? 

The iflands of Barbadoes, Nevis, and St. Kitts. 

* ?.! d 7£ U i i J C J , . bout the countr y much > during the time you was 
in the Weft Indies ? 

Not a great deal. I was at feveral different eftates. 


Did the Slaves in the Weft Indies appear to you to be happy in 
feeing f tU ? tl0n tlere * 3S far as y° ur time admitted of your 

3 have been in the Weft Indies at Eafter, which is, I believe 
the time that the Negroes have a few days holidays; and I have 1 

comfonZblftlT^wSf'’ ° bferVed h ° W Very hap W and how ™*y 

, T aI n n ? °[ cri !™ naI trials in Afr ica, you have faid, if rightly 
u J ldel fr ood » th ^ t thefe trials arecondufted as fairly as in any Court 
of Juft ice m England. Whether the evidence of any Black Man 

is or is not rejefted in any of thefe trials, if a White Man is 
concerned ? 

, I never knew an inftance of a Black Man’s evidence being re- 
jetted upon thefe occafions. 
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Whether you are, at this time, at all concerned in the African 

Trade ? 

I am. 

Have you property in the Weft Indies ? 

I have not; at leaft it is fo trifling as not to deferve the 
name. 

But you are not totally uninterefted in the continuance of the 
Slave Trade ? 

By no means. 

You faid, that in that part of Africa where you had refided, every 
man of confequence meafures his wealth by the number of his 
Slaves, or to that efteft ? 

I did. 

Did you mean, that the meafnre of his wealth was the number 
of houfe Slaves, or of the faleable Slaves ? 

In calculating upon his wealth, he no doubt includes both. 

Which do you conceive make the greateft part of his wealth, 
fpeaking of the ordinary meafure of wealth in that country ? 

I Ihould fuppofe, the number of houfe Slaves that he has, cer¬ 
tainly form the greater part ; becaufe the Slaves for purchafe pafs 
from hand to hand : he fells them immediately. 

The houfe Slaves are only faleable in the country for crimes or 
for debt ? 

The houfe Slaves have this advantage over other Slaves, that 
they are never fold before they have had a fair hearing, and before 
the reft of the hqufe Slaves have determined that they are wrong 
and fhould be fold. 5 

That fuppofes a crime? 

In other words, a man in that country who has property that 
he fucceeds to, cannot fell that property, except in cafes of mif- 
behaviour; and that is generally fully cleared to the fatisfa&ion of 
the reft of the Slaves. Slaves that he purchafes he fells at his 
pleafure. 

What do you think, from your own obfervation, of the com¬ 
parative condition of the houfe Slaves in Africa, and the Negro 
Slaves in the Weft Indies ?♦ 

The houfe Slaves in Africa certainly enjoy many advantages; 
one particular one I have juft now ftated ; but ftill the Slaves in 
the Weft Indies have clearly a fuperiority over any diftin&ion of 

Slaves 
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Slaves whatever upon the Coaft of Africa; becaufe in the Wert 

Indies* their lives are fecure to them • but in A fnVa 

houfe Slaves do not know that their fives are fafe. * ° thC 

law'! h |egal'fcc^! C ?° f ° f Kfe ' yOU ““ ferity bj 

them.' 116 Weft Ind '“’ 1 apprehcnd ' the ,aw fe cures their lives to 

in the Wert *? inIla " C L e ' n Which the mafter of a Slave 

murter W3S b ' 0USht to P^'hment for the 

l have never known an inftance of fuch a murder • it has nni- 

wS sas 7 Mfc4;ffl- but a mort ’ ^ 2 

to fay' ifemird'y If^wiDtf h^arter'? * UndCr!l00d then 

V b ' ng of ’ be Uves of the domeftic Slaves, I have already 
obferved hat a domeftic Slave that has been inherited cannot 

the" bc n fold w, . ,hout the concurrence of his fellow Slaves • and 
of cZfe r thatTe S h n a° POlVer “ ft " ', hat SIaVe > “ fll0uld Mow 

W?^!r h h b r , n0 P ower over hj s life : but whenever that 
mafter dies, none of them know then who are “to fuffer. 

You mean, in facrifice ? 

In facrifice, clearly. 

H P° y° u lma gine, or know, that the life of a Slave in th* \xr a 

fp^^nj^of tltekWelirindks^ ^have^refcjy^anf 1 ^^^ 
opportnmty of knowing much of the pra&ice in the Wert Indies 
- , “;: c generally underftood, and I believe it to be the fta 

“aw 7 S of 1 he h co„ S ^ ^ fcU1£d “ *». *J£i 

practice?" *'*" tha ‘’ wi,h Iittk knowledge of the law or the 

ve/y thorough kt^gco/X WeftlSt** 1 ^ n0t 3 

miniftercd" in^that"part t of S“c£ft ' f Af •? “'X i uffice is ad * 

_Do vou know Kvr u t lC C ? aft Afnca where you refided 

witchcraft are conviaedl^ ^ ° f trial perfons accufed of 


I have 
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1 have already faid this day, that we know nothing of it but 
from report. 

When fuch convi&s firft come into the poffeffion of the Slave 
merchant, are there any marks upon any part of their perfons ? 

Does the queftion mean marks of ill ufage ? 

Marks of torture of any kind ? 

None that I have ever obferved ; but the circumftance of Slaves 
beiivr fold for witchcraft occurs fo rarely, that very feldom we 
have°the opportunity of making the obfervation at all. 

In your long refidence on the Coaft of Africa you have feen va¬ 
rious inftances ? 

Not a great many. 

Do you know when a perfon is condemned for witchcraft, what 

becomes of his family ? . ... 

I believe I have already dated, that one or more of the family 
are facrificed, and that the reft, meaning the junior branches of 
the family, are fold. 


His wife and children, you mean ? 
The various branches of the family. 


Does it go then to the collateral relations? 

I cannot fpeak fo decidedly as to that, but I believe they are 
all confidered as contaminated with the crime, more or lefs. 


In what circumftances does the condition of the houfe Slaves in 
Africa differ from that of their Matters ? 

The exaft difference between a Mafter and a Slave. 


Is their diet different ? 

I was not in the habit of dieting with them. 


You know not then of what articles the diet of either Mafter 

or Slaves confifts ?. . . . 

It is the duty of houfe Slaves of every defcription, males and 

females, young and old, to wait upon their mafter j one cooks 

for him, another fifties for him, another hunts for him. 

ww makes it fo difficult to diftinguifli the Freeman from the 


From the fame reafon, that if I faw two Clacks walking the 
ftreets at this moment, the one might be a Free man the other a 
Slave; I could not diftinguifli them. 

6 


You 
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You can difhnguifh the difference between a gentleman and his 
fervant in this country ? 

Certainly it is eafy to diftmguifh between a gentleman and his 
iervant in tins country; but it is not very eafy, feeing a parcel of 

Negroes on the Coaft of Africa, all cloathed alike, to diftinguifh 
• the one from the other. 6 

They are all clothed alike then ? 

Nearly fo, except upon extraordinary occafions, when the maf- 
ter thinks it neceffary to (hew himfelf in all his grandeur. 

Do you conceive that the houfe Slave in Africa is much worfe 
lodged than his mafter ? 

I believe, generally fpeaking, with fome few exceptions, the 
mafter lies upon a mat, and fo does the man. 

he^mpIoysWsShv^ *** P "' “ that IaboUr in which 

lf . I 1 , Unde , raan( ) the . q u effion right, that the mafter goes into 
the fie!d and works with the Slave, it is not fo. I have already 
obferved that the Slaves are employed in various offices. ^ 

in AfdcT?^ 1 ^ thCn dOCS ^ ^ part in the labour of the field 
Moft clearly not: moft decidedly not. 

differeilt Services that the Slave performs, do not 
vice^? f d Chl dren of the maller take part in thofe fame fer- 

The matters in that country have one, two, three or more 
wives, accoidmg to their fixations:—There are fome few inftances 
where one is favoured ; but, generally fpeakiiw the wives are 
mere Slaves to their hufbands. 7 F ° 

Is it a common thing in the Weft Indies for the Ne^o Slave 
to bear the mark of the whip upon his perfon ? 

WhatTmlr^J f’i 1 kn ° W vei 'y ,ittIe of the Weft Indies 
What I did lee of them was, that they were comfortable and 

Wha ‘ 1 COU,d 

whip y °“ " CVer did 0bfcrve tIle!l ' P err ° ns narked with the 

A i°A 0t l T W , th f. t , 1 could take u P° n myfelf pofttivelv to fav 
rttat I did or that I d.d not ; hot certain I am, genera!IvtLakin 
that they were comfortable and happy. g ' y 


'o» 
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You cannot recollect, whether you ever faw the mark of the 
whip or no ? 

I have anfwered that queftion by laying—I do not recollect that I 
ever did. 

Is feverity of corporal punifhment exercifed upon the houfe 
Slaves in Africa ? 

I do not know that I had many opportunities of obferving it. 

Could it have been commonly done, during your long relidence 
in Africa, without falling under your obfervation ? 

I refided in the different forts upon the coaft ; I had no inter- 
courfe with the natives in their own towns or villages, unlefs per¬ 
chance I have taken a walk through the different towns. 

You reprefented, that you exerted yourfelf very much, and very 
laudably, by perfuafion and by threats, to prevent the horrid bu- 
finefs of the facrifice to which you was a witnefs; but that neither 
your perfuafion nor your threats were of any avail.—Do not you 
think that you could have bought the victims off ? 

Their weight in gold, I am perfectly fatisfied, would not have 
bought them off. The very perfon I mentioned juft now, who 
was fo long in my fervice, died, as I myfelf underftand, about 
two or three years ago. There is a gentleman now in the Houfe, 

I believe, who faw fimilar victims at his funeral. 

You therefore conceive that the fuperftition of the natives is a 
principle which greatly over-rules their avarice ? 

I faid but a very little while ago, that their avarice got the better 
of their prejudices, in fome little degree. 

Therefore it is a difficulty, if it be true that their avarice has 
the afcendancy over their fuperftition and prejudices, how it can 
be, that the weight of a man in gold would not buy him off ? 

Their avarice may in fome degree get the better of the fuper- 
ftitious cuftoms they have,- by probably placing old and ufelefs 
Slaves, who would produce little or nothing, as the vi&ims, in 
place of healthy ones who would have been facrificed. 

Can you fay whether the viflims whom you faw facrificed were 
eld and ufelefs Slaves ? 

I can clearly fay that they were very indifferent ones. 

_ You faid, in the courfe of your evidence, that the pra&ice of 
kidnapping was nearly an impoffibility ? 

X did fo. 


You 
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You mean to confine that impoffibility to the Water-fide ? 
feen. btlieVe 1 f °““ I COuld not fpeak of a countr y I have never 

You are wi(hed to be underftood diftin&Iy ; that one thine which 
render this praftice of kidnapping fo exceedingly difficult fs, that 

^nreln? 8 ^ 0 T been u Cau S ht in tha * manner would naturally 
prelent their cafe to the Black traders, to the Englifh Slave 

merchant, who would to be fure, from the juftice of the Endifli 
enfnared ? rChant ’ immediateI y P rocure the ^leafe of the perfon fo 
I do not mean to infer any thing of the kind. 

Then the following Queftions, before put to the Wit- 

nefs, and his Anfwers to the fame, were read by the 

Clerk : viz. 1 

* 

“ Do you know of any inftance of what has been mentioned of 
reaking up of villages, or of kidnapping, or of other violent means 

‘sst of obt3imng and th - ** $ 

kin 1 / 0 Th reCO ,'lS CTe f *° , h T heard of 3 f,n s le ioftance of the 
kind,—Iharel believe heard of one or two fingle inftances wherea 

mafter of a Ihip has carried a Free man off the coaft; but, 1 be- 
heve, in one or both thofe cafes, the delinquent was punilhed bv 
the laws of this country. 3 

But of your own knowledge, you are acquainted with no in- 
Itance of fuch violence ? 

None whatfoevCTi as to Kidnapping it is tantamount to an im- 
poffibihty that it Ihould be praftifed. 

Why fo ? 

Becaufe the Natives along the fea coaft have one general lan¬ 
guage ; and if any man was feized unlawfully in any town or 

l H?“ IOn f ‘ he Coaft ’, !t muft bc f °'- the purpofe ofhisteing 
fold to an European j and he would no fooner be in the hands 

flip n?a t E rT an * tban *- fro . m the opportunities he has of feeing 
the Black brokers, who fpeak Engliffi generally as well as the* 

own tongue, he would naturally tell his fituation to them. 

c . Would fuch communication of his fituation be likely to oro- 
cure the party any redreis ? J ^ 

Such a cafe never having happened within my knowledge, I 
can only guefi what the refult would be: but I have no doubt 

3 that 


..;t 














that the Black Broker would immediately apply to the family of 
this man. and that juft ice by fome means or other would be done 
to him.” 

The Witnefs faid, ' ‘ . 

I beg to have it underflood, my anfwer there is. Without the 
interference of the Europeans at all. The Slave, in fuch cafe. 
Would moft likely meet with redrefs from the reprefentation of 
the Black broker, without any interference on the part of the 
European. 

The Witnefs was afked, 

Whether Slaves, once in the hands of the European Slave mer¬ 
chant, are allowed opportunities of free converfation with the 
Black brokers ? 

I believe invariably they have. 

You are underftood to fay, you have made two voyages from 
the coaft of Africa to the Weft Indies. What is the diet of-the 
Slaves upon the Middle Paflage ? 

- Never expetting to be queftioned upon that point, I do not know 
that my obfervations were fuch as I fhould otberwife have made. 
Brit 1 do know very well, from' being concerned in that trade, 
the provifions they are generally fed with; and that depends 
entirely upon what part of the coaft they are carried from; 
For inltance, on the Windward Coaft they have a large 
proportion of rice; upon the Gold Coaft, a large proportion 
of corn; and to leeward they are chiefly fed upon yams, a 
vegetable that grows in that country. When I fay “ to leeward,’* 
I mean Bonny. 

What is their daily allowance of water a man ? 

I really cannot take upon myfelf to fay. Captains of fhips, and 
fuch no doubt there are, could fpeak better to that point than I 
can ; but I fhould fuppofe the quantify is regulated in fome 
degree by the appearance of a long or Ihort paflage. 

You therefore know little or nothing, from your own obfer- 
vation, of the treatment of Slaves ‘in the Middle Paflage? 

1 alk pardon. That queftion was before put to me; and I 
mentioned, that the number we carried into the Weft Indies, 
and the 1'malL number we loft, was the beft proof of the treat¬ 
ment they had received. 

The Witnefs was diretted to withdraw. 
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Die Mercurij , 24 0 Jprilis 1793. 


T HE Order of the Day being read for taking further into 
Confideration theprefent State of the Trade to Africa, and 
particularly the Trade in Slaves j and alfo the Nature, Extent 
and Importance of the Sugar, Coffee, and Cotton Trade, and 
the general State and Condition of the Weft India Iflands, and 
the Means of improving the fame; and for the Lords to be fum- 
moned; and for the Agents of the Weft India Colonies to be 
heard^by their Counfel, in Support of their feveral Petitions 
againft the Abolition of the Slave Trade: 

The Counfel were accordingly called in. 

{ . Th ?l PE T ER WHITFIELD BRANKER, EIq. was called 
in, and being fworn, was examined as follows : 

t How long have you been in the African trade? 3 

America nhieteen yearSs—but in that time I made one voyage to 

tin^? W many V ° yageS haVC y ° U made durin S th e courfe of that 

Eleven; ten for Slaves, and one for cam wood — dye wood. 

Did you make thefe voyages as commander of a fhip ? 

Three voyages as mate, and the others as mafter. 

When did you firft go to Africa ? 

In the year 1772. 

* ' 1* i 

When was yon laft there ? 

In the year 1791. 

Are you now concerned in the African trade ? 

I am concerned in it. 

Have you by that means acquired a knowledge of, and exnerC 
Sred?^ the fub J e & whlch y° u would not otherwife have pof- 
Certainly I have* 

To what parts of Africa have you traded ? 
hree voyages to the river Bonny in the bite of Africa; three . 
«. ® voyages 
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Voyages to the liver Sierra Leone, Sherbro, and the country ad¬ 
jacent. 

How many voyages have you been to the Gold Coaft ? 

Five voyages to the Gold Coaft. 

What are the reputed limits of the Gold Coaft ? 

From Cape La Hoo wefterly, to the river Volta eafterly. 

Of what did your outward bound cargo conlift ? 

It con lifted of the manufactures of India and of Great Britain, 
of woollens, linens, printed goods; of iron, copper, brafs, lead, 
pewter, arms, gunpowder, the manufactures of Sheffield and Bir¬ 
mingham j fpirits, beads, and feveral fmall articles. 

How many fhips go annually from the port of Liverp6ol, that 
are employed in this trade ? 

In different years the number has been different, from 60 to 
120. 

To how many feamen does the navigation of thefe fhips give 
employment ? 

The crew of an African fhip, taken upon the average, confifts 
generally of 30 perfons. 

What is the proportion which the fhipping of Liverpool bears 
to the general fhipping of this country, employed in that trade ? 

I fancy the town of Liverpool has more than two thirds of the 
trade. 

Have you ever been a voyage merely for the purpofe of wood ? 

I have been one voyage for that purpofe. 

Had you any Slaves on board your fhip at that time ? 

Not more than one or two. 

Did you experience as much or more licknefs in the courfe of 
that voyage, as during voyages when your fhip was crowded with 
Slaves ? 

I experienced more ficknefs that voyage in my own perfon, and 
full as much in the crew, as any 1 have gone fince. 

Was this owing to occafional, or to permanent caufes ? 

It was owing chiefly to the uncultivated ftate of the country, 
and the fwampy and marfhy land contiguous to the fea on the 
banks of rivers. 

Have you ever been detained on the coaft of Africa, owing to 
the ware between the natives ? 

7 


I was 














I was one time in the 
fuch a war. 


year 1781, detained fome months by 


Are wars in Africa beneficial or injurious to the Slave 
I can only fpeak to this one war •, 1 know of no other 
Was very injurious to the trade. 


trade ? 
but that 


Being detained longer, did you find yourfelves better fupplied 
with Slaves in conlequence of that war ? 

During the time of that war there was an entire flop to 

Docs Slavery exiff within every part of Africa that is known 
to you ? 

Slavery exifts in every part of Africa, that I have traded to or 
heard of. 


Did it appear to you to have prevailed from remote antiquity, 
or to have been adopted in confequence of the trade with Euro¬ 
peans for Slaves ? 

From every information that I have received in Africa, Slavery 
has exilted time immemorial. 1 

In what manner do perfons who have been free become 
Slaves. 

Such perfons who have become Slaves in my knowledge have 
forfeited their Freedom for crimes committed, or fuppofed ciimes, 
for theft and adultery ; for debt alfo they are made Slaves, if their 
friends cannot redeem them. There is alfo a crime imputed to 
fome of them, which I believe is not known in this country 
witchcraft. Jt 

Are there any human facrifices which have fallen within your 
knowledge ? J 

I have heard of many, and feen one. 

How many different claffes are there of Slaves ? 

There are hereditary Slaves, Slaves that belong to the efiate j 
and there aie Slaves that are brought down the country for 
isle* 

Did you ever hear of fuch a practice as kidnapping ? 

Never, in that country. & 

Muft you probably have heard of it, if it had taken place? 

1 have endeavoured to get every information I could from the 
moft intelligent perfons in the different parts of Africa I have 
traded to; 1 never heard of kidnapping from their information. 

From 
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From all the information you have been able to collect, and 
from your knowledge of Ah ica and the trade, do you believe fuch 
a practice to exift? 

I do not believe it. 

During the many voyages that you have performed, have yoit 
ever known wars in that country, except in the inftance you have 
mentioned ? 

I have known no other wars. 

Was that war on account of religion, or for the purpofe of 
making Slaves ? 

On account of religion. 

Since you firft became acquainted with it, has the Slave trade 
diminifhed or increafed ? 

I am of opinion that the Slave trade is pretty much the fame 
as when I firft became acquainted with it. 

Has the price of Slaves increafed or diminifhed ? 

The price fmce I have been in the trade is nearly double. 

To what caufe is that owing ? 

It is owing to a competition in the trade, and to the demand 
in the Weft Indies incrcafing. 

Have you been in the Weft Indies ? 

I have. 

In what ifland P 

I have been principally in the ifland of Jamaica—I have been 
in feveral of the iflands, but principally there. 

Have you had opportunities of comparing the condition of 
the Negro Slave in Jamaica with that of the fame perfon iri 
Africa ? 

I have had frequent opportunities of fo doing. 

In which of the two fituations did the Slave appear to you to 
be the happieft ? 

Molt undoubtedly, the Slave in the Weft Indies. 

Has the Chriftian religion made any progrefs in the parts of 
Africa to which you have traded ? 

In the year 17 SB an attempt was made at Cape Coaft Caftle, and 
a fociety was formed of the officers in garrifon, and fuch mafters 
of Ihips as chole to become of that fociety—I was one of them j 
the purpofe v.as to lit perintend the education of children, de¬ 
fendants 
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fXnTo'nothbg. 116 Peif0m i_I am {ort y to % it has fince 

that could S51S, ^ '° be aboIi,hed . 

that trade ? ^ PP t> this country now employed in 

offhipping *? ' a ^ f n “ mbcr 

the cargo imported in the velH I ° ne FF '* mdeed more, 
under i'ale. ^ VeU 1 1 commanded was three years 


Examined by the Lords. 


,.% " g a ": f S ss?«•* ? 

lying near the Tea coaft ; I have been ud ff R P ; p f he countr y 
^Africa who-e there is no 

:s h y ; d «**• ******* « * *. 

Of IhTcoun^ acquirc ** grat kn °' vIcd S e of *0 interior part 
between nations'on ^ h b « w “" «* ‘" b « or 

coSttoST 1 ° r for 7 »*» from the 

Sierra Leone and the Rio Pungus. * ^ ° f AfnCa between 

You fay that, during the war, a total Ron was out to the tr^ 
what was the event after the war ? P S pUt to the trade i 

When the war had fubfided the trade onenM . . , 

-term of the Blacks, the oaths were onpn P j to gIve 11 the 
down as ufual. P * and * le tra de came 

lower- 3 ? ^ ^ fUpp,ied in number, and the price 
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The numbers were no more than the common trade ; the price 
was juft the fame. 

You faid it was a religious war; explain that ? 

Since I have known that part of Africa, the Mundingas, who 
are Mahometans, have been endeavouring to propagate their 
religion fword in hand: if they are permitted to lend their 
teachers, their priefts, into the different towns of the neighbour¬ 
ing tribes or people, they do not moleft them, fuppofing, that in 
the courfe of time, by teaching their children, they (hall fpread 
their religion. 

The Mahometans then were the aggreffors in this war ? 

From the information that I received it appears lo. 

You once faw a facrifice ? 

Yes. 

Do you mean one vidtim ? 

Only one victim; there were a number facrificed, but I could 
not bear to fee more than one: it was merely for the purpofe of 
faying that I had feen one. 

Was that facrifice at the interment of any great man ? 

It was at the interment of a perfon named Botty, the Caboceer 
or head man of the town of Cape Coaft. 

Such facrifices are not ufual at the interment of other people 
but Caboceers and great men ? 

I have heard of them at the interment of perfons that were not 
Caboceers, but perfons of fortune. 

In what manner was the viflim put to death ? 

The head was taken off by a ftroke with a broad fword upon 

the back of the neck. 

Did you never hear of the great pillage ? 

I never heard of any pillage in Africa. 

You never heard of the practice of what they call breaking up 
villages ? 

Never. 

Do you know any thing of the proceedings on trials where 
people are condemned to flavery for crimes ? 

I have not been prefent at any fuch trials. 


. What 






What are the articles of the produce of Africa in the country 
that you have feen ? 

The produce of Africa are, different dye woods, cam wood, 
and red wood or bar wood, rice, Indian corn, yams, plantains, 
and all the tropical fruits; ivory is alfo brought from the interior 
countries on the heads of Negroes when they are brought to 
market, and gold is got upon the Gold Coaft. 

Does it produce any gums of value ? 

In the river Sierra Leone the gum copal is found, but a very 
fmall quantity overftocks the market. 

Does it produce cotton ? 

1 have feen cotton ; it produces cotton. 

Is the cotton of a good quality ? 

I am of opinion it is of a good quality. 

Are you a judge of cotton ? 

I have bought and fold a good deal. 

Compared with the cotton of the Brazils, what is the quality 
of the African cotton ? 

Not fb good. 

Compared with the Eaft India cotton ? 

Nor io good as the Eaft India cotton. 

Is the rice good ? 

The rice is good. 

Do not you imagine that if a trade was opened in thefe articles 
the produce would be confiderably increafed ? 

I imagine not. 

Would the Natives not be defirous of the advantage of that 
trade ? 

I do not think they would. 

Would not they be willing to exchange the articles of that 
produce for the fame manufactures which they now take in ex¬ 
change for Slaves ? 

I think they are naturally of fb flothful a habit that they would 
n> ' plant the quantity that would be neceffary, nor will they be 
able l get lid of their natural prejudices. 


How ai e the forts upon the coaft of Africa fupplied with their 
vegetables i 


They 
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They are fupplied chiefly from the Natives. 

The vegetables then are raifed by the labour of the Natives ? 

They are either raifed in the gardens belonging to the forts by 
the Company’s Slaves, or by the Natives at large. 

Do the gardens afford the greater part of them ? 

Speaking of garden-fluff vegetables, and things of that kind: 
if we fpeak of corn, that is grown by the Natives. 

And is not the quantity produced generally equal to the de¬ 
mand ? 

Not always fo. 

It bears fome proportion to the demand, more or lefs ? 

I believe the Natives generally plant as much as will fuffice 
their family, and furnifh them with fome little neceffaries that 
they may want, and do not go further: they are of a very flothful 
habit. 

In what refpedt is the happinefs of the Weft India Negro fupe- 
rior to that of the Slave in Africa ? 

Their lives are fecured to them, and their little property is 
fecure. 

How long was you in Jamaica ? 

I have been in Jamaica at different times, every voyage I made 
to Africa. 

Did you know any inftance in which the laws for the fecurity 
of their lives was enforced ? 

I do not know whether there has been occafion for it. I believe 
the inhabitants of the illand of Jamaica are men of the greatcft 
honour. 

The queftion has no relation to the honour of the inhabitants 
of Jamaica, but as to the fatt ? 

I never heard that there was occafion for it. 

. you ever know an inftance of the murder of a Slave by 
his mafter legally punifhed in the Weft India iflands ? 

I have not heard of any fuch murder. 

What was ufually the proportion of adult and non-adult Slaves 
in the cargoes that you had ? 

I muft fpeak from memory. I fancy that one third of the 
cargo was adult. 


Were 
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Were fuch young perfons as you had on board accompanied bv 
their parents or other relations to your knowledge ? 1 

Frequently. & 

When thefe young perfons were brought on board, or any 

ennT-£ f 'If ? aVeS ’, d,<l y oil , make * a rule to alk them, or to 
enqun e, what was the ground of their being made Slaves previous 
to taking them on board your (hip ? 1 rcvious 

I have fometimes afked the queftion. 

[The queftion was repeated.] 

qufftion n s! lant rUk WC d ° n °' make “ ’ 1 have alked <bme 

What was the number that died in your different fhips > 
followed five thc hundred in ,he whole °f *e trade that 1 

dU ™S IT bein S in the African trade, ever heard 
have been f ° n ** dlfferent I’ arts of the Coaft upon which you 
I have. 

Do you, as far as the information you have been able to obtain 
conceive facrifices to be general on the Coaft of Africa ? 

ner F ai 0 aTdS^i'™: i0n ^ 1 

DahomeyT "" ^ inIand dlftan “ » the kingdom of 
davv*' aVe neVef bee " far 10 ^ eeward on the Gold Coaft as Wi- 

.a]rm„ a '(L yOU , h'fficent knowledge of the cuftom of the Negroes 
veryftlere? k " 0>V ° f a " y difference between the ftate of°Sia- 

that , the Skves upon the Gold Coaft bein<- 
the moil civilized part of Africa, are in the heft lituatrW ° 

. Y ou have ftated that the Slaves on the Gold Coaft are in „ 
sfaT fitUatlon . than . in ‘he other parts ,• do they fhip as many 
«t XsT P ° r,,0n fr ° m ‘ ha * P 3 " ° f the Coaft - th P ey do from" 

From the different parts of Africa that X have traded to there 
fcem to be more Slaves Ihrpped from Bonny than from the’ Gold 


X 


Can 
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Can you ftate any reafon why there are more (hipped from 

Bonny than from the Gold Coaft ? . f , 

The communication to Bonny from the interior parts ot tti 

country is by water j on the Gold Coaft it is by land. 

Do you know whether the idea of fupplying Europeans with 
Slaves is more or lcfs encouraged by the people on tlw Gold 
Coaft, who you declare are more civilized than the reft Whe¬ 
ther it is more encouraged there than in the other parts Oi Africa 
where the trade is carried on ? 

I am of opinion that there are a certain number ot olaves to 
come to market; and they fend them to fuch parts of Aiiica, ot 
the fea coaft, where they have the eafieft conveyance. 1 have 
perfons of the fame country in Sierra Leone, and upon the Gold 
Coaft; the fea coaft is widely different. 

What diftance in leagues is the Gold Coaft from the river of 
Sierra Leone ? 

I fancy between two and three hundred leagues. 

You fay you faw the fame fort of people brought down to both 
places, was that your anfwer ? 

It was. 

Are you fufficiently acquainted, from only haying made ocea- 
fional refidences upon the Coaft, to know the difference between 
the domeftic Slave and the Slave that is made fo for various pur- 
pofes, as you have already defcribed ? . 

I do not think I can fpeak fully to that queftion; in part I 

can. 

You have ftated that you conceive the Slave in Jamaica to be 
happier than in Africa, on account of his having his life and 
property fecured to him; do you know whether the mafter of the 
Slave in Africa can take away the life of his Slave without any 
form of trial whatfoever ? 

From every information I have received upon that fubject, I 
believe they can do it. 

From your occafional and frequent vifits along the coaft, have you 
feen any difference between the ftate of the comfort and conveni¬ 
ence of the Mafter and that of the Slave ? 

Where you are acquainted with their domeftic (Economy you 
f.*e a great deal of difference: when they are about their morning 
occupation, when they are undrefled, the difference is not fo 
eafily perceived ; but in the evening, when the work is nmfhed. 
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and they drefs for ceremony, the difference is very great indeed, 
efpecially among the Mundingas, who are always ferved upon the 
knee. 

Have you frequently feen the drefs of the Slave in the Weft 
India iflands; is he or (he better or worl'e drcded than the male 
or female Slave is on the Coaft of Africa P 

They are generally better dreffed; in fome parts of Africa they 
fcarcely cover nature; in many parts. 

Do you know whether every free perfon, man or woman, on 
the Coaft, as far as your knowledge goes, is dreffed or not ? 

They are dreffed according to the cuftom of the country, 
which is generally by putting a piece of cloth round them, ex¬ 
cept, when the great men appear in ftate, they have fomething 
more about them, fuch as gold, coral, amber, and other things 
which they adorn themfelves with. 

When the Slaves are brought down upon the coaft to' be fold, 
have they any cloathing or not ? 

( The women have juft as much as will cover nature, and the 
men have frequently nothing at all. 

Is the Slave belonging to the freeman along fhore, more or lefs 
dreffed than thofe Slaves brought down the country for European 
purchafe ? 

They are generally better dreffed ; the cloth they have is better, 
the whole drefs confifts of a piece of cloth tycd round them. 

Is the drefs of the Slave the fame whether he is a refident along 
fhore, or whether he is brought down from the country for pur¬ 
chafe ? 

When the men Slaves are brought to us for fale, they very fel- 
dom have any drefs at all ; the men Slaves that I have feen on 
fhore have a piece of cloth tyed round them. 

Are you fufficiently acquainted with the manners of the Coaft 
to fay whether the child of a Slave by a Free man is born free, or 
whether it is bom a Slave ? 

The child always follows the condition of the mother. 

Are you fufficiently acquainted with the manners of that coun¬ 
try to anfwer how the law of fucceffion is ? 

In the next male heir in the female line, in every part of Africa 
that I have vifited. 

Is the Slave Trade carried on along the fhore, or are (hips 

5 obliged 
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obliged to go up rivers for the purpofe of procuring their cargoes 
of Slaves ? 

In fome parts of Africa they go up rivers, in others they lie 
open. 

In which fituation is the cargo moll quickly procured ? 

In thole parts of Africa where the fhips go up the rivers, they 
generally get their cargoes fooner; the rivers are, the Gambia, the 
river Bonny, {tennin. Old and New Calabar, Cameroon, and the 
river Congon in Angola. 

You ftated in a former part of your evidence that you made 
one voyage for the procuring of dye wood j was you longer de¬ 
tained on the coaft upon that voyage than you would have been 
if it had been a voyage for the purpofe of getting Slaves ? 

I was detained as long again as 1 fhould have been if I had in¬ 
tended to purchafe Slaves. 

Do you conceive that any veflel going for the foie purpofe of 
procuring Slaves would be detained a ihorter time upon the Coaft, 
than any veflel going for any other purpofe ? 

There are fome veflels, perhaps one or two, that at this time 
trade for ivory ; and they are generally a long time upon the 
Coaft. 

^ Have you, from any convention that you have held either with 
Europeans or with Blacks, heard of any eaftern channel through 
which Slaves are tranfported out of Africa ? 

Whilft I was in the Rio Pungus I had fome converfation with 
a perfon— 

White or black ? 

Neither white nor black : he feemed to be a Turk, a Mahome¬ 
tan who came down with a caravan for the purpofe of felling 
Slaves i he informed me that Slaves were carried to feveral parts 
of Africa to be fold. 1 

Where did this man with his caravan come from ? 

From about the head of the River Gambia. 

Do you know how far the River Gambia is from the fea fide? 

I fancy the heads of the river Gambia extend from 700 to toco 
miles up the country. 

Did you ever hear of any nation to the eaftward towards 
Egypt, purchafing Slaves, and carrying them to the eaftward ? 

I have had fuch information. 


From 
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From what channel ? 
The information was 


from White Perfons refidirig in Africa. 


Did you ever hear of the Emperor of Morocco fetching Slaves 
away for the purpofe of keeping up his Black army ? 

From the lame perfons I.have had fuch information. 

> Have you ever laid at any roadftead in company with any 
foreign vefl'el ? 

I have frequently. 

Have you ever heard, from any one of the commanders of theft 
vcflels, that any trade for the purpofe of carrying Slaves has 
been carried on to the eaftward of the Cape of Good Hope by 
European veflels ? 

I have had that information from feveral Frenchmen ? 


Having made eleven voyages from the Coaft of Africa to the 
Weft Indies, ftate the ulual, the average time, of fuch a 

paflage. . 

The average of a paflage to thelfland of Jamaica, where I have 

always traded, is about fix weeks. 

Being thoroughly acquainted with the climate upon the Coaft 
of Africa and that of the Weft Indies, is the heat pretty nearly 
equal ? 

Pretty nearly fo. 


Do you confider the Slave tranfported, to be, when in the Weft 
Indies, in the fame fort of climate as he would be in his own 

country ? , , r 

I imagine Africa and the Weft Indies are pretty much the fame 
climate 5 the iflands in the Weft Indies bemg more cleared, have 
a freer circulation of air, and they are more likely to retain their 
health. 


Did you ever know an inftance of a Slave or a TMcgro complain 

of heat ? . t 

I have heard them in the fcorching rays of the fun complain of 
heat j but they oftener complain of cold. It is a general cuf- 
toiyi with the IN egroes to fit over a fire both morning and 
evening. 


On the Coaft of Africa you mean ? 

Cn'the Coaft of Africa and in the Weft Indies. 

Du’ing the various voyages that you have made in the middle 

K paflage. 
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paflage, had you ever any epidemical diftemper on board the 
veflels you have commanded ? 

In two voyages I was troubled with the flux a good deal, and 
one with the (curvy. 

As far as you can judge, did the Slaves, whilft on their paf- 
lage, appear fatisfied and content ? 

They were fo well fatisfied, that in the courfe of laft war I put 
arms into their hands, and exercifed them both with the fmall 
arms and great guns. 1 went down from the Ifland of Antigua 
to Jamaica with only twelve White Perfons on board the (hip, and 
the cargo of Slaves entirely at liberty. 

Having made a voyage fince the Regulation Act took place, can 

you inform me of the breadth allowed to every Slave on 
board ? 

Since the Regulating Aft, while the Slaves are below in the night 
they generally he on one fide of the (hip, and leave the other 
entirely vacant, fo that they have as much room as they 
wi(h. 1 

Should no more (hips go upon the Coaft for Slaves, what do 
you conceive would become of the Slaves ? 

I have not yet known Africa in that fituation ; but to give an 
opinion—In fuch cafe they would alter their code of laws, and I 
doubt would make them more (anguinary. 

Having Rated that you have always traded to Jamaica, have 
you ever traded to the North fide of the ifland ? 

Only one voyage to Montego Bay. 

Have you, during your (hip’s continuing at the Ifland of 
Jamaica, ever been over on the North fide, fo as to know the 
coaft ? 

I have not been over on the North fide to know the coaft • 
but from the time that I went down the Noith fide of Jamaica the 
wind was wefterlyj we were feven days from the Eaft end of Ja¬ 
maica to Montego Bay. I frequently went on (hore on different 
parts of the North fide during that time, and made feveral obfer- 
vations with regard to the anchorage in feveral bays. 

You muft of courfe have ftrctched to the Northward; you 
can therefore fay how far from the Eaft end of Jamaica lies the 
Ifland of Cuba ? 

About twenty-five leagues. 


Do 
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eafy 72^' h'T"’ ,hat >* is 

Korth fide of the Ifland of Jamaica ? ^ taband trade on the 

I fliouJd fuppofe it was very eafy to do fo. 

to fay whether, in you^opinion^it^wQ 6 M °h ° f J am ? ica . 
flup to remain clofe in fhore during the night? 6 ^ f ° r a Kin S’ s 

there' **«!-** where 

very difficult. 5 * P Ciole to the vock ^ i m ffich cafes it is 

cargoes 3 " of Slaves 6 blithe "nohIi fidf^ ^ t0 prevent running 

«.£*=? & swarf 

Without danger of what ? 

Of being captured by a King’s ffim. 

A luSVSlthitlo 0 ", 0 ' * he * ,are "■* 

h ren<ler th ™ -««» 4™ n h r„stut 

one perfon'tothe^rien^of^e S 'Sfed' ll, i P, * ft ^ made from 
leave them much in the fame ftate ?u' * 1 ima S lne it would 

fons of lefs eminence would have Slaves j pinion » that per- 

if the Trade were abolifiied. acnficed at their funerals 

a ^ e ^Sh^y n ui^Tfiood^^ vva^becaufc ^u^-^ 6 *“5? ^ if you 

S® SS5 - 2S53S 

they wfre facrificed! k**” 1 ' 1 have fen the remains of many after 

ab Jutfif’weeks • ‘ fr ° m Africa *° Jamaica was 
Jamaica, you had be^tdtd no^oTa Coaft of 

return with it to Africa and h»A V your car S°» but to 

would that voyage have taken ? ° ^ t ^ 3t or£ i er > what time 

It would take twelve weeks at leaft. 


9 


What 
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l 

What is the ordinary flock of provifions laid in for a voyage ft 

^Thav^gen^ra^Sd in provifions Efficient for ten weeks for J 
a hundred Negroes. I have generally laid m about 5500 gallons 

of water. 

And what time did you fay the return from Jamaica would 

take ? 

It would take at lead twelve weeks. 

From what ports did you fail with your- different fhips, and in 
whole employ was you i State the names of the flops and the 
vears as far as you can recollect, one by one. f 

y The fnft voyage in 1772, in the-employ of W llham Giegfon 
and Co. as Mate to John Kendal, in the Polly, of Liverpool: f 
the fecond voyage in 1774, in the fame flup, and the fame com- 
manderj the third voyage in 1775, in the fame ilup, and the , 
fame Commander ; in ,777, I was Mailer of the 
longing to Gregfon and Eridge, for cam wood; in the flag 
, 77 S n I commanded the Anne, belonging to John Copeland and 
Company; in the year 1781-2, I commanded the.fame (hip; in 
the year 1783, I commanded the George, belonging to William 
Gregfon and Co.; in the year 1784, I commanded the Elizabeth, 
in the fame concern ; in the year 1785-6, the Mungo 
Wilding and Co.; in the year 1788-9, the Diana, Richard Wi g 
and Co.; in the year 1790, the Diana again. 

It having been Hated, that if a (hip (hould be ordered to return 
from Jamaica with the Slaves cn board, it would take twelve 
weeks to carry them back i upon what lort of provifions would it 
bepoflible for the Commander to feed thofe Negioes ? _ 

If I was obliged to return from Jamaica, without coming to. n 
anchor, I fancy I ftiould be obliged to call 111 America for provi- 
lion- as the provifions I had on board would not fuffice to return 
to the Coaft of Africa: but if I had the liberty of landing in the 
Ifiand of Jamaica, I might perhaps meet with a vefiel from Arne- 
rica that 1 might get corn of; but it would be a very great chance 

that I met with it. 

You do not conceive that corn is to be procured in the Weft 
Indies in fuch quantity, as would fuffice you for your voyage bacK 
to the Coaft of Africa ? 

It is to be procured; but it would take fome time to do it. 

At great or little expence could you procure this corn ? 

*1 he cxpcnce would be pretty confiderable. 

7 


When 
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When you arrived upon the coaft with thefe Slaves, how would 
you dilpofe of them ? 

I Ihould have no other method of difpofing of them but to the 
fhips of diffeient countries, the French, Portuguefe, or perhaps 
Spaniards ; for I am informed that fhips are going to be fitted out 
from Spain to the Coaft of Africa. 

Suppofe there fhould be no veflels in the Road, and you 
fhould land thefe Slaves; in that cafe, what would become of 
them ? 

I fancy they would be held in Slavery by the perfons in power 
in the place where they were landed; there might be feme difturb- 
ance about their dividing them; but they certainly would be held 
in Slavery. 

Whether it is not the practice, when the Slave fhips are lying 
in the River Bonny, for armed canoes to be fent up the river to 
fetch down Slaves ? 

When the canoes leave Bonny to go up the country, they are 
full of European goods, the goods that they take from the llups, 
and they are armed as it is ufual to travel; in that country they 
never travel unarmed. 

Do not they carry mufkets in the canoes ? 

The arms they carry are mufkets; the large canoes have gene¬ 
rally a fmall gun in the bow, a two or three pounder. 

What is the reafon that the Natives generally go armed ? 

I can give no other reafon but its being the cuftom of the 
country. 

In what manner are the Slaves that are brought down in thefe 
canoes iaflaved ? In what manner are they taken ? 

From the information I have received from the perfons that 
bring them down, they are carried from one market to another j 
the market the Bonny people go to takes them about two days or 
two days and an half to paddle up to it; they are not fo long 
returning; they come with the ftream. 

What is the life of a three or four pounder lafhed to the 
bow ? 

The only ufe I ever knew them to be made of is to be fired, as 
in cafe of a j'cu dc jcye. 

Was you in the habit of obferving the thermometer on the 
Coaft ot Africa and in the Weft Indies ? 

L I have 
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I have upon the Gold Coaft. 

It is from tliofe obfervations that you fpeak of the equality of 
the temperature ? 

From thofe obfervations. I have generally carried an hydrome¬ 
ter for the purpofe of trying liquor; and there is a thermometer 
added to it, which is generally hung up in the cabin. 

From ycur own obfervations you found the temperatures 
equal ? 

Both from my own obfervations and from the feel of my body. 

The temperature of the countries from which many of the 
Slaves are brought may be very different, for any thing that you 
know to the contrary ? 

If we look to the latitude that the Coaft of Africa lies under, the 
temperature muft be pretty much the fame. 

Do you know or conceive, that the Slaves all come from one 
latitude ? 

It is impoflible they fhould. 

Then in the different latitudes they may come from different 
temperatures ? 

That part of the Coaft of Africa where wc procure Slaves, 
extends from about fourteen or fifteen North to eight or nine 
South } but the temperature is pretty much the lame ovc. all that 
latitude. 

You lpeak of the Coaft - y you cannot know the inteiior. 

I fpeak of the Coaft, and as far of the interior as I have 
been in. 

Are not the mornings and evenings, both upon the Coaft 
of Africa and in the Weft Indies, cold in comparifon to the 
mid- day ? 

They aie, in both countries. 

Whether the men Slaves in the middle pafiage are not generally 
fettered ? ® J 

Such as come from the country immediately upon the fea coaft. 
Thofe from the upper countries are liberated as foon as the ftiip 
leaves the Coaft of Africa, and the others by decrees, till there 
are very few of them left in irons. 

In your various voyages you muft have failed between both 

tropics. 












t 43 ] 


Soth ? I 6 ten ! peratUre l of the air from fct.27 north, down a. 
ar to the fouthward as you have had occafion to go, not the fame, 

fh^W ft? X* he fa T e ; no \ onl y on the Coaft of Africa, but in 
the Weft Indies, and along through the Gulph as far as the latitude 
27 reaches, even on the Coaft of America ? 

Wherever the trade wind blows the temperature is the fame. 

the J trad .^ wind * °n particular part of the globe 
that has been defcribed, conftantly and regularly, except when 

l^h^em^phere 3 ?” 18 * ^° VV uraveida % fr° m t * le fame quarter in 

It does ■, from the Eaft. 

Did you ever in your life know an inftance of a Slave or a Black 
Man complaining of heat ? 

. 1 have " ev f r h r eard ^em complain of heat, except in the fcorch- 
mg rays of the fun. 

Was that in local fituations only ? 

In local fituations. 


A queftion has been put. Whether the mornings and evenings 
were not in general colder than in the middle of the day—Whe¬ 
ther in the Weft Indies, and on the Coaft of Africa too, you 
have not perceived that the great heat is between the hours of four 
and fix in the evening, and from fix till eight in the morning ? 

Certainly. 0 

Owing to what caufe ? 

After the land wind has fallen away there is an intermediate 
calm between that and the fea breeze. 


Where there is a free circulation of air not immediately under 
the lee of a hill, is not the middle of the day, from about half 
paft ten till three o’clock in the afternoon, the cooleft and the 
wholefomeft part of the day in the tropical latitudes ? 

It is certainly the cooleft part of the day, if you are out of the 
iiin. 

Is it not fo, even in the fun f 

?.t is much cooler than that part of the day where there is no 
breeze at all. 


From having had occafion to fail on the Coaft of Africa, you 

3 have 


i 
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have been undoubtedly in palfeflion of the ufual charts that are 
requifite to navigate a Ihip in thofe leas ? 

Certainly. 

In thefe charts there is not merely delineated the lea coaft, 
but, as far as European knowledge goes, the continent of 
Africa ? 

The country immediately joining upon the fea coaft, and for 
fome diltance back, is delineated. 

You, as a feaman, had thofe general charts of the four quarr 
ters of the elobe that are known to every one ? 

I had. 

Have you made an oblervation that the colour of the Negro mu ft 
originate Irom the propinquity in which the Inhabitants live to 
thole particular parts of Africa on which the Sun has the ftrongeft 
influence ? 

The inhabitants of the Gold Coaft to the Coaft of Angola, and 
indeed the Windward Coaft in general, are darker than the inha¬ 
bitants of the rivers to the Northward, or the Slaves that come 
down the river Bonny. 

Was you ever at Goree ? 

Never. 

Have you ever feen people who have relided much at Goree l 

I cannot fay I ever was acquainted but with one who refided 
there. 

What is the latitude of Goree ? 

Between 15 and 16. 

Have you ever heard of any Inhabitant on the North fide of the 

river Goree that was not Black ? 

1 have feen fome Slaves from the North fide of the river Senegal, 
and they were not fo black as the Slaves- to the Southward. I 
have feen Slaves from the river Gambia, which is contiguous to 
Senegal, who were Black. 

When the Slaves have been brought down to the Sea Coaft, 
from the greateft diftance, were they clothed at all ? 

The men not clothed at all, the women as much as nature 
required. 

When thofe naked men firft favv the European drefs, did they 

a exprefs 
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exprefs any fort of aflcnilhnient as if th* 

With the ufe of clothes ? * f they were unacquainted 

Having dated that you met a Turk on. • , 
ther m converfation with this Turk a v-i e , Wlt 1 a caravan i whe- 
ntenfe didance back in the a « *»- 

He gave- me an account of the ereat iSna ? 1 , 0r ^ 0t ? 
larged country that belonged to him H e !“ F °° Ieys ’ the 
ther they were towns or villages. dld ll0t mentlon whe- 

Whites T" C0nceive that the there were Blacks or 

was down,Tnd'he was Bllck."' laW ° f the Kil) g of the Fooleys 

he clothe^as™ hi liilfc cdd^cKma'Je n ° r *( clothed ’ was 
Were ? der camate than where they then 

He was clothed with two elegant Dieppe .1* 1 *1 

him, and the other over his^ HiouMpp ' ° ? h, p° netied round 
Mundingos. dmulder, in the fa/hion of the 

climMc?' l,at a,C ° f dlcf5 an ind i«tion of a hot or of a cold 
It Was an indication of a warm climate. 

tion that you Und< *» u P on a %pofi- 

w^fidered as a contraband ^55?^^ 

trabamptrader, TnTchifetT" * 1 WaS f ° be as a con. 

nerlould Ihey k"S| bfckto Af W T’ wha “™»- 
concern with them ? y ‘ to Africa, you having no further 

JhoMvtT C °7 yed ^ bUt Wilh *« difficulty, 
previous to your being ‘to^kc |,a *? S '? and fal1 in with an . y 
give you information S C if*7n ^ arbadocs ’ which fhouid 
6 ’ at ,f yoor fllip, loaded with Slaves, were 

to 
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_ b , met hovering on any of the Britilh Wands, (he would be 
liable to be feized S for being fo loaded, what fteps would you in 

ih3 I wouldfhaul to the Southward, and endeavour to make Dema- 
rara, or feme of the Dutch fettlements, and by that means dtf- 
pcfe of my cargo. 

Suppofe you could not fetch it, from ft long_ cut rents, 
you of courfe know run very ftrong between the J^s of Tobago 
Grenada, and Trinidad, to what other part of the coaft would 
you attempt to carry that cargo of Slaves ? 

1 To the Spanilh fettlement of Laguerra. 

Sunnofe you were to proceed with a cargo of Slaves to, Cum¬ 
berland Harbour in the llland of Cuba, do you imagine Wat that 
harbour is ft. far diftant from the Wand of Jamaica, as not 
m bT able, in fmall craft, to run over cargoes of Slaves in the 

TA no, know a place more fuitable for it i and I am certain, 
that if rite Negroes wore wanted in Jamaica, that there would be 
plenty of craft to take the Negroes from thence. 

Are you at all acquainted with the relative fituadon of the 
French and Englilh windward Weft India Iflands ? 

I am. 

Do you fuppofe that the Wand of Gaudalupe could fupply ' ™ 
IdSd of Antigua with fafety, or with danger of the fmall ciaft 

being taken ? 

With very great fafety. 

The llland of Dominique being fituate between Gaudalupe and 
Martiniaue do you conceive it would be poffible to prevent any 
“ mto of Negrles whatever being landed upon the Wand of 

Dominique ? 

It would be impofiible to prevent it. 

•p. vrM1 ; ma m n e that the Dutch Ifland of Saint Euftatius could 
no° upp°y the f(lands of Nevis and Saint Chriftophers with any 

number of Slaves they chofe ? 

Certainly, from their fituation. 

Are you fufficiently acquainted with the Windward Wandsi to 
fay, if ^ veffel weathers the Saints, whether that velfel could fete 

the Iftand of Barbadoes ? As 
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As the trade winds generally are, I imagine a faft failing veflel 
would fetch Barbadoes. 

Do you therefore imagine that veflels loaded with Slaves 
could land in the Ifland of Barbadoes, or not, with fafety ? 

There are fo many landing places in the Illand of Barbadoes 
that there would be not the leaft difficulty. 

The Witnefs was dire&ed to withdraw. 

The Counfel were directed to withdraw. 
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Die Veneris, 3 0 Maij 1793 . 


T H E Order of the Day being read for taking further into 
Confideration the prefent State of the Trade to Africa, and 
particularly the Trade in Slaves j and alfo the Nature, Extent, 
and Importance of the Sugar, Coffee, and Cotton Trade, and 
the general State and Condition of the Weft India Iflands, and 
the Means of improving the fame; and for the Lords to be fum- 
moned; and for the Agents of the Weft India Colonies to be 
heard, by their Counfel, in Support of their Petitions againft 
the Abolition of the Slave Trade: 

The Counfel were called in. 

Then JAMES COCKS Efq. was called in, and being fworn, 
was examined as follows : 

Have you been on the Coaft of Africa ? 

Yes. 

At what time; and upon what occafion ? 

In the beginning of the year 1792. In the beginning of the month 
of February I arrived at Sierra Leone, in the fervice of the Sierra 
Leone Company, as a Member of their Council at Sierra Leone. 

In what particular employ was you engaged befides that of 
being a Member of their Council ? 

As engineer and iurveyor of lands in their fervice. 

Did you fet out for that ftation with difpofitions and opinions 
favourable to the abolition of the Slave Trade, or otherwife ? 

With difpofitions favourable to the abolition of the Slave 
Trade. 

. hted you, in the fituation you filled, any opportunity of know¬ 
ing whether Slavery in that country was a condition of very antient 
continuance ? 1 

I had feme opportunities. 


N 


Will 
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Will you ftate what waj the information you was enabled to 
colleft upon that fubjett ? 

Slavery I believe to be of very antient date in that country. I 
have frequently converfed with the Chief Counfellors, or Chief 
Palaver Speakers, as they are called in that country.: A man 
cannot be profellionally qualified for this office w ithout potfefling 
in an uncommon degree the powers of memory, and unlefs he 
has made the traditionary hiftory of the nation to which he is 
attached his particular ftudy.—1 have convei fed with one or two 
on this fubjett. The traditionary hiftory of fome of the nations, 
or rather principalities, on the Coall of Africa, J have been cre¬ 
dibly informed extends to a diftance of time not lei's remote than 
feventeen or eighteen hundred years—that is the information that 
I received .—1 hey have related to me particulars of the Chiefs of 
that countiy having Slaves at a time far anterior to any know¬ 
ledge which Europeans had of that country ; I mean with regard 
to the Slave Trade. 

Did the traditionary accounts go to any period w-hen the Trade 
in Slaves did not exift in that country ? 

I have not been informed that it reached to a period anterior 
to the eftablifitment of Slavery. 

Do you mean anterior to the condition of Slavery in that 
country, or to the Trade in Slaves ? 

1 mean to the condition of Slavery. 

Within what defcriptiori are the Slaves that you had occafion to 
fee in Africa clafled ? 

They appeared to be domeftic Slaves, and faleable Slaves. 

Do you know by what caufes Slaves become fuch, and freemen 
become Slaves ? 

My fituation did not enable me to make many obfervations on 
the ftate of Slavery, becaufe it was the fpirit of the Company in 
whofe fervice I embarked to difeontinue, or at lead to interrupt as 
much as pofiible, the continuance of that Trade;—my fituation 
therefore did not qualify me to fpeak fully on that fubjecl. 

Do you know, whether perfons become Slaves by the commif- 
fion of crimes, and by the fentence of courts in confequence of 
their being convi£ted of crimes ? 

I have been informed that they do. 

Do you know any thing refpecting the mode of conducting 
thofe trials ? 

Only 
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Only from information; I was never prefent at a procefs of 
that fort. 

Do you know from the information of perfons in the country 
in what manner trials which iffue in a fentence of condemnation 
to Slavery are conducted ? 

I have been informed that the Chief, whofe fubjedt the culprit 
is, affembles the leading people of the principality over which he 
prefides, and this affembly is called a Palaver.—His Chief Palaver 
Speaker arraigns the fuppofed culprit, the evidence is produced, 
and the Palaver determines upon the caufe. 

What are the nature of thofe crimes for which this punifhment 
is inflicted ? 

Adultery, witchcraft, and foretimes murder;—but murder I 
have been informed is more generally puniflied with death. 

Had you occafion to know whether any fuch pradlice exifted 
in that country as what is generally underftood by the term 
‘ Kidnapping’ ? 

I never heard of an inftance of it. 

Were there any wars upon the Coaft while you was there ? 
Yes; I heard of a fmall difference that exifted between two 
Black Slave Dealers on the Coaft, and which I have been in¬ 
formed went to extremity. 

Are wars favourable to the Slave Trade, or otherwife? 

I really am not competent to fpeak to that queftion—my know¬ 
ledge of the trade does not enable me. 

Have you ever heard of any villages being broken up for the 
purpofe of making Slaves ? 

No, 1 have not upon that part of the Coaft. 

From the obfervations you were enabled to make, and the in¬ 
formation you were enabled to colledt while you was there, do 
you think that the abolition of the Slave Trade would contribute 
to the happinefs and civilization of the people of that Country ? 

It is only an opinion that I can offer upon that fuhje<5t,—and 
my opinion is, that as the abolition of the Slave Trade would be 
the means of leffening the intercourfe of Europeans with that 
country ; and as, I believe, it is generally fuppofed that com¬ 
merce has been the medium through which civilization in polifhed 
life has palfed from one nation to another, and from one country 
to another, I do not know whether the abolition of the Slave 

Trade 
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Trade would not retard the progrefs of civilization, unlefs fome 
intercourfe of another fort were fubftituted in its ftead. 


Do you think the cultivation of that country is able to be 
carried on by free labour only ? 

That is a queftion which applies particularly to the experiment 
now making by the Sierra Leone Company my health did not 
permit me to remain in that Colony a fufficient fpace of time to 
fee a fair experiment made. During the time I remained there, 

I defpaired of ever witnefling a fteady continuance of free labour 
by the Blacksj—and when 1 enquired into the principal exifting 
caufes from the moft intelligent perfons on the Coaft, they gave 
me for a reafon, that a Native of that country can, by the labour 
of a fortnight or of three weeks ip fowing rice, annually, procure 
himfelf a fufficient quantity of that article for fubfiftence for a 
whole year, with the addition of one week or two more for the pur- • 
pofe of planting other vegetables.—Now as I have always thought 
that in no country in the world have perfons reconife to hard 
manual labour but for a mere fubfiftence, I fcarcely fuppofe that 
thefe Natives would fubject themfelves to coercive labour, when a 
fuftenance might be procured them in the way that I have men¬ 
tioned but it is impoffible for me to fay what perfeverance may 
do on the part of the Company I had the honour to ferve, aided by 
a large capital, and conduced by men of fo much integrity and 
worth. 


Is property in land in that country permanent and well 

fecured? . ■ . . 

I am inclined to think that it is not. 

Do the fame perfons appear to occupy for a fuccefiion of years 
the fame land, or is it occupied at random by any new pofieflor ? 

I believe the Natives of that country have no diftinCt idea of 
exclufive territorial poffeffion. 

In what manner then is the occupation of lands regulated l 

A native feldom employs the fame fpot two years tor the puf- 
pofe of cultivating his rice. I ihould therefore fuppofe, as the 
country is fo thinly inhabited, and there being much more land / 
than can be ufed for that purpofe, which is the only purpofe they 
apply it to bcfuies that of building, that the queftion of territori.il _ 
propeity has never been much conlideied amongft them. 

Was that part of the country .where you, as a Member of the 
Council of Sierra Leone, refided, heakhy, or otherwrC.? \ 

9 1 









■ %r 





[ 53 ] 

It was not very healthy, if I can judge from the general ftcknefs 
that prevailed for fome time amongft the new fettlers. 

To what number might thefe new fettlers amount ? 

Does the queftion mean the Free Blacks that came from Nova 
Scotia, and the Whites ? 

Give the number of both defcriptions of perlons ? 

I cannot be fure that I am correft, but 1 think the number of 
Free Blacks imported from Halifax, including women and children, 
amounted to between ten and eleven hundred. 

What mortality was there amongft them during the time you 
frayed there ; and fpecify the time you continued there ? 

I continued there about five months, not quite five months ; 
but I have no lift of the deaths, and therefore I cannot fpeak as 
to the queftion. 

What number of Whites ? 

The number of Whites, including feamen employed in the 

fervice, 1 believe amounted to about one hundred and thirty j_I 

fhould think that was pretty near the number. 

Can you fpeak to the mortality that took place among the 
white fettlers during the time you ftayed there ? 

I do not jjerfeclly recollect; but I think there were between 
twenty and thirty deaths i perhaps nearer thirty than twenty. 

Are you enabled to ftate what mortality there was in the fettle- 
ment, including Blacks and Whites ? 

I fhould think more than one hundred and fifty deaths, and not 
fo many as two hundred;—I am not certain as to this particular. 

On what account did you leave that country ? 

On account of ill health. 

Did the natives of that country fhew much difpofition to en¬ 
courage the fettlement there ? 

At our firft arrival they appeared averfe to our landing; but 
after a few days negotiation with the Chiefs of the country we 
were permitted quietly to land. 

With whom was the contra# made, if any contra# was made, 
for the purchafe of that land which was fold for the Sierra Leone 
Company ? 

It was made by the Chief Refident on the banks of that river— 
King Naimbanna. 


O 


Do 
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Do you know the terms upon which that contract was formed ? 

Does the queftion mean the purchaie money ? 

Yes ? 

Noj I do not know what articles were given in exchange 
for it. 

Do you know in what manner, and with what folemnities, that 
contract was formed ? 

I believe the contract was formed as nearly as was poflible to 
the mode of forming contrails of the fame fort in this country. 

Was any vifible evidence of that contract produced j any writing, 
or othervvife ? 

I believe the title deeds were brought home to this country. 

Was there any writing executed between the parties ? 

I believe there was. 

Was that obtained prior to the landing of the new fettlers ? 

It was fo before their going out; before their fetting out for 
that country. 

Do you mean that thefe fuppofed title deeds were executed 
prior to the time of the embarkation of the new fettlement for 
Sierra Leone ? 

Yes, I do; prior to the embarkation of the colony for Sierra 
Leone. 

Did you ever fee that deed ? 

I never law the original, but I have feen a copy of it. 

You have dated, that notwithftanding this deed the landing of 
the new fettlement was in fome meafure oppofed j—how was the 
oppofition to their landing at laft overcome ? 

By the Chief who had fold that diftricl of land being convinced 
that we were the perfons fent out to occupy it. 

Could you obtain a landing till that Chief or other Chiefs of 
the country were induced to permit it by conliderable prefents 
made to them for that purpofe ? 

No; we judged it hazardous to make a landing before arrange¬ 
ments of that foil had been made, becaufe certain menaces were 
made by one of the petty Chiefs, on the banks of that river, to 
fome perfons who went on fliore to fee him on our firft arrival. 

3 Whether 
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Whether any prefents were made to that • j , - 

<o withdraw hf S oppofition to your fending > ° h,m 

There were. ° 

Of what nature were the prefents made by you to thofe Chiefs > 
withatV„tKtr iC ' e WaSapU " /h “'‘ together 

° Ppof,tion *e other Chiefs removed in the fame 
We had only two Chiefs to confult on that fubjeih 

th^nw r y ° U u h l d ) lanc ! ed> were P refents afterwards fent for by 
of the h coum^°? had ° n£lnal,)r oppofed the landin s. or by othei 

Requefts of that kind were from time to time made and T he- 
lieve pretty generally complied with. 

Do you believe, from what you were enabled to obferve, that 
Chie£ n mU f nCC ° f that C ° lony can fubflft an y longer than the 
^ndnuaniT m ^ ^ *** thU$ rendered favou ^ to their 

I believe that a combination of the force of the Chiefs of that 
country could extirpate the infant colony; but, from thdr con¬ 
duit towards us whilft we remained there, we had no reafon to 
dread any violence of that fort. 

Had the colony intermitted the cuftom of giving prefents 
during any part of the time that you continued there ? S P 
I believe fuch prefents as were made after the arrangement of 
ChLfe ’ Wererao % fuch as were folicited on the pit of the 

Had their felicitations been difcontinued prior to the time of 
your return to England ? 

No, they had not. 

narTofth f rL° f / nin l als are tbe £ e amon S the Natives in that 
culture Sd ffitfe f y ° U r ded ’ f ° r thC purpofe of a£ri - 

W * fome^parn? ° f 3 fcw ^ “ d S° ats > »d a d 

Are there many animals of prey in that part of the country ? 

I have 
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I have been informed there are a great many, but I never 
heard an inftance of their having difturbed the fettlers. 

Is the interior part of that country woody or open ? 

Extremely woody,—all the parts that I vifited. 

Have you been able to learn whether thefe woods extend very 
far up the country ? 

I have been informed that they extend very far. 

Are the Natives in that part of the country ufually cloathed, 
or do they go naked ? 

They generally wear fome kind of cloathing j and that cloath- 
ing generally confifts of a coarfe check fhirt, with a pair of coarfe 
trowfers. 

Of what country is the manufacture of thefe clothes ? 

I believe they are, for the moft part, the manufacture of 
Europe. 

Britifh, or of other countries ? 

Both Britifh, French, and Dutch, according to the trade car¬ 
ried on to that coaft. 

Having ftated the mortality of the new Settlement, are you able 
to aflign the caufes in particular to which the ficknefs in that 
part of the country is owing ? 

The medical men who are employed by the Company at that 
Settlement, attributed the ficknefs to the want of a free circulation 
of air, occafioned by the denlity of the furrounding woods; but 
at the fame time they believed, that in proportion as that impedi¬ 
ment was removed, the country would become healthier. 

Do plants raifed from European feeds thrive in that country ? 

Not veiy well, I believe. 

Do they run to feed, fo as to continue the fupply of vegetables 
in that country, without a frefh annual importation from Europe ? 

I have feen none that run to feed j and I have been informed by 
perfons who made the experiment, that a frefh annual fupply of 
moft European feeds would be requifite. 

Was you enabled to obferve whether any religion obtained 
amongft the natives, and what was the nature of their religious 
imprellions ? 

Their religion, I mean the religion of thofe in the neighbour¬ 
hood 
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hood of Sierra Leone, and at Sierra Leone, appears to be a fort 
of Pagan fuperftitionbelieving in the efficacy of the worffiip of 
idols >believing neverthelefs in the exigence of the Deity to 
whom they afenbe all the attributes of goodnefs that Chriftians 
do; and believing at the fame time, that from a Being wholly 
compofed of goodnefs no evil can proceed, they ncglefl: the wor¬ 
ship of God, and worffiip the Devil left he fhould do them an 

ln J ur y* V 113 I ^ ave been informed is the general religious creed 
ot the Natives about Sierra Leone. 


Examined by the Lords. 


You ftated that you was one of the Council of the Sierra Leone 
Company r 

Yes. 

. As ° ne t ^ ie . Council, was you acquainted with the inftruc- 
tions that were given for forming the Settlement ? 

Certainly. 

As you have ftated that the inftigators, the promoters of this 
fociety, were men of fuch great worth and value, do you know 
Whether there was any article in thefe inftruftions for prohibiting; 
the fale of rum and fire arms to the Natives ? 6 

I believe there were no fuch inftruaions given to the Council. 

On the paflage out, was there ever any convention amonoft the 
members of the Council relative to any apprehenfion of difficulty 
in landing, or in making their landing good ? J 

Although a member of the Council, I was not prefent at all 
the converiations which the members of the Council might have 
had on Ihip board; but in any converfation that I have had on 
thefubjeft, it was generally believed, it was the general opinion 
that we fhould be well received. * 

veffils ?' he membcrS of the CounciI S° in one lhi P. or in various 

The major part of the Council, which confided of eight ner- 
ions, were conveyed to Sierra Leone in one fhip. * 


You was one of the original fettlers that went out -_did vou 

either previous to your leaving this country, or previous to your 

deed ? ^ ^ C ° aIt Afnca> fee thls deed, or the copy of Jthis 

I believe I faw the copy both before my embarkation for Sierra 
Leone, and, I believe, after my arrival there. But a queftion was 

P put 
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put refpecting my being one of the original fettlers; I was not 
one of the original fettlers, becaufe fettlers had been fent out there 
feven years ago. 

Did you find any of thofe fettlers that had gone out feven years 
before that period, upon the fpot at the time of your arrival ? 

Thefe original fettlers had made choice of their firft refidence 
nearly in the fame fpot where our firft town is built; but on our 
arrival, there was fcarcely any vefiige of a town halving been upon 
that Ipot.—We found the remaining part of the original fettlers 
refident about two miles and a half, or three miles higher up, on 
the fame fide of the river. 

Who had been thefe fettlers ? 

The original fettlers confifted chiefly of the Black poor, who 
fwarmed about the ftreets of London about feven, eight, or nine 
years ago; they were fent out partly, I believe, by the afliftance 
of Government, and partly by the fubfcription of certain benevo¬ 
lent men in this country. 

Did any Whites go out with thefe Blacks ? 

Not having accompanied that undertaking in its firft ftage, 
which I have juft mentioned, I do not know the number of Whites, 
but feme certainly did go out. 

Were any of the Whites left ? 

Some were left. 

What account did thefe Whites give of their treatment from 
the Natives ? 

A very unfavourable one. 

Had they offered any infults to the Whites ? 

A neighbouring Chief (whom the Englifh failors have generally 
called King Jemmy), on account of fome difference that had for 
fome time fubfifted between him and thofe original fettlers, fent 
them a menace that if they did not remove from their refidence 
at that time, within a certain period fpecified by him, that he 
would invade their town, and fet fire to it. The fettlers, I be¬ 
lieve, upon this, or fhortly after this menace had been fent them, 
removed elfewhere j and, I believe, after their removal the huts 
remaining were burnt or demolilhed by this Chief. 

Do you know whether any of the Blacks that were carried 
out feven years ago had been fold by the Natives to European 
fhips for Slaves ? 

I have been informed that fome of them were. 


From 
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From what fource of information did you get that intelligence? 
From the mouth of one or more of thofe original fettlers who 
■ were remaining. 

You Hated that you have feen the original or the copy of this 
contra#,—was this contra# figned by the King or Prince ? 

I believe the contrail exhibited his mark upon the face of it. 

Could this great man write, or not ? 

Iam not acquainted with his talents,—but I fhould think not 
from that particular. 

. You have Hated that there was a difficulty to make your land- 

mg good at firfl was this contrail fliewn to this Prince when 
the difficulty was firfl: made, or not ? 

I do not know whether the contrail, or a copy of the contra# 
was ffiewn him; but, I believe, he had no objeition to our 
landing as foon as he became convinced that we were the perfbns 
he expeiled, and that we were friendly to their welfare. 

Did this Prince feem to underfland the nature of the contrail 
or not, upon your firfl coming on the Coafl ? * 

I believe not diflinitly. 


Was this Prince the fame Prince who had figned this contraft 
which had been brought to England, or not ? 

No; the Prince who had figned that contrail was Kins: Naim- 
banna. b 

Did the Prince on whofe territory you effected your landing 

depend upon the King Naimbanna, or not?—was he his tri¬ 
butary ? 

1 do not perfectly underfland the conftitution of thefe princina- 
lit'es or their regard one to another ,-but I have been informed 
that he was under the controul of King Naimbanna. 

Was the contrail figned by the King Naimbanna for a territorial 
poneffion that he had no right to ? 

His right of difpofing of that diftrift in this form would Purely 
have been dilputed by the other Chiefs. 1 

Did you ever fee this King ? 

I have, feveral times. 


hor^his m^rk? ^ ^ fenfibletothe mea ning of the contrail whicl 

I never converted with him upon that fubjeft, but I have beei 
informed he did not conceive it in its full extent. 


For 
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fob what realorf ?^° it~w wiwtt 

The real'ons I cjmnot be fuppofed to be acquainted with. His 
fcnorance, I Ihould fuppofe, of contracts of that fort' mull he 
•the reaion. ‘ * • ' » ' 

. T Jtl V' » 

Do you Conceive that this King was ignoraht of what he had 
done when he made thjs contract ? , * 

I imagine, that not having any idea of geometry, he did not 

dearly underftancf what was meant by the difpofal of twenty 

miles fquare. , -r 

J J xU 

As far as your knowledge goesdo you know whether any 
contract entered into by a great man in Africa, is held binding-by 
his fucceflors ? ,. 

As I am not converfant with the laws of fucceflion there, I cannot 
fpeak as to that queftion. . , 

, j . * 1 . * . . ■ 

You have flated that you did not know what had been given 
for this contract ? ~ - '.l 

I am not acquainted with the value, or the amount of the 
articles £'tVen. j hjjl 

But what were the articles given for the twenty miles fquare ?— 
Being a member of the Council, it is to be imagined that you 
ihould know what the value of the purchafc was, and in what 

articles the purchafe was paid for ? __ 1. dl i#>Y 

The purehafe had been made fome time previous to my em¬ 
barkation 5 and although I cannot Ipecify the particular articles, I 
believe they conlifl.e4.of rpm, gunpowder, and other things, IT 

Do you mean that they are the general articles that are given 
by Europeans ip exchange for .Slaves ? 

I believe the articles commonly given in exchange for Slaves, are 
cloath'fmr of different- fort6, gunpowder, guns, tobacco, and 
fo forth ,rol ° 

The queftion is, whether the various articles that you have 
now mentioned* which it is well 'known are given by the Euro¬ 
peans in truck for Slaves,—whether thofe identical articles were, 
or were not, given by thofe people of worth and integrity for the 
purpofe of getting the King’s mark to this corn rad ? T* 3 ® 

In making a contrad of this fort they were obliged to furniff 
the feller with thofe articles which pleafed him mod. 

r 

Do you know, or not, upon your oath, whether fire arms 
were, or were not, given by thefe philanthropic people, add 

8 I believe 


people of worth and integrity ? 
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I believe not in that inftance of the fale of the land, but then! 
were fire arms fent out for trade by the Company, 8 

How was the Council, of which you was a member to con 
Vince this great man, who had no knowledge of geo^tiw Zt 
they^d thetr proper territorial pofleffio g n of 

1 believe there would have been no poffibility of makino- him 
acquainted with the quantity of land he had difpofed of butbi 
Walking with his Majefty round it. ” » ut by 

l*pij Council > or any member of the Council walk with 
his Majefty round the bounds? ' walk Wlth 

I believe not* 

^^rhenr d^ ft ^r ixsr&s 

CVer kn0W an lnlW of a doraeffi<: s '=ve being 
1 do not recoiled an inftance* 

W-to^lSST, * SiCna ^ ** any Slaves 
There were. 

Did thole merchants who brought down the <5t a ,™ r 
an Yes' J P ’,| 1 ey a did° Ur a ‘ temp,ing to fetde ,his hnd Blacks? 

What were their remarks upon that fubie£t ? 

^Tter optmons generally were, that the experiment would not 

co,onp “ 

cfron^em!" dllB,isficd ' and othere “preffed a degree 

the D Whlre? '° d h! '! th£ J" r ? Ives . “‘her to 

for themfdves ? S ’ m order to obta “> a livelihood 

Moft of the Free Blacks followed fome profeflion fl.^h *u 
of carpenters, Ihip-builders and fn c • lo ?* , Uc ** as *hat 

^ Did 
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Did any one, or any number of theft Blacks, apply themfelves 

to the culture of the eai tli ? 

Several cultivated fmall fpots of ground m the way of gardens. 

Do you know whether the Slave Trade is carried on generally 

along the coaft of Africa ? , „ f 

I Relieve it is carried on from Senegal all along the coaft ot 

Angola; perhaps further. 

Have you any reafon to believe that the Black Traders for 
Slaves travel along the coaft to the different llations which the 

European Vefiels frequent? ... , , ■ . 

A Slave Captain whom I have converfed with, while he lay m 
Sierra Leone river, informed me, that in the month of February, 
when he was at Senegal, he purchafed a lot of Slaves from a 
Black Dealer, who had marched thefe Slaves down the country 
towards the fea fhore.—In September or Oftober of the fame 
year, when he was down upon the coaft of Angola for the lame 
purpofe, he told me he met with the fame Black Dealer, of whom 
he purchafed another lot. 

State the diftance between the two places, if you can ? 

I do not perfettly recollect the diftance, but 1 believe that 
Angola is as far beyond the line to the loath, as Senegal is to the 
north, t It was in converling with this captain about flavery pre¬ 
dominating generally over Africa, that he related this ftory; and 
the conclusion he drew from it was thisthat the place from 
whence this Slave Dealer marched down his lots of Slaves to the 
fea coaft, muft be a place very interior in the continent ot 

Africa. i-. an 

The Witnefs was direfted to withdraw. 

■ v , i J‘... ;■ . ; • •. ' .' • • • • • . * 1 ; 

The Coxttifel were directed to withdraw. 
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np H E Order of the Day being read, for taking further into 
1 Confideration the preknt State of the Trade to Africa, and 
particularly the Trade in Slaves; and alfo the Nature, Extent, 
dnd Importance of the Sugar, Coffee, and Cotton Trade, and 
the general State and Condition of the Weft India Iflands, and 
the Means of improving the fame; and for the Lords to be fum* 
moned } and for the Agents of the Weft India Colonies to be 
heard by their Counfel, in Support of their Petition againft the 
Abolition of the Slave Trade : 


The Counfel were called im 

Then JAMES COCKS Efq. was again called ill, 

l* Wtf 

Examined by the Lords . 




You faid you never heard of fuch a pra&ice as kidnapping, nor 
of villages broken up, exifting on the part of the Coaft about 
a which you were giving evidence,—have you ever heard of thofe 
things on other parts of the Coaft ? 

1 he only time that I have ever heard of them has been in this 
country; I never heard of any inftance of it being related while 
I was at Sierra Leone. 


Relate the inftances you heard in this country ? 
1 cannot recollect the particular inftance. 


You mentioned that certain Blacks who wait out feven years 
ago were fold as Slaves,—do you mean that they were fo fold by 
the Sierra Leone Company, or by whom fold ? 

I only meant to fay, in the former part of my evidence, that 
fome of them had been feized on by the Natives, and fold ae 
Slaves. 


Not by the Company ? 

Not by the Company; the fpirit of the Company is very dif¬ 
ferent from that. * 


You 
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You are underftood to have laid on Friday laft, that the country 
about Sierra Leone is exceedingly woody—all wood. 

I did fo. 

Are you acquainted with the Bulan Coaft—the oppolite Coaft ? 

1 have juft vifited the Bulan fliore once; from that vifit only I 
cannot form an opinion of that ihore. 

Is there not much clear ground on that fide of the river ? 

Where 1 landed there was none. 

You are underftood to have mentioned that mufquets were 
an article of trade with the Natives—between the Sierra Leone 
Settlement and the Natives ? 

Some chefts of mufquets were fent out as part of the cargo of 
one of the {hips freighted by the Sierra Leone Company, and iome 
part of thele mufquets were intended as articles of trade;—we, 
the Council, fo underftood it. 

Did you fee thefe mufquets ? 

No, the chefts were not opened ; I only read it in the In¬ 
voice. 

What fhip was that ? 

The Harpy. 1 think the Harpy. 

* 

You went yourfelf to sierra Leone in the Harpy ? 

Yes. 

Do you know the number of mufquets that were fent out by 
the Harp) ? 

I really cannot recollect. 

Within half a hundred ? 

Perhaps three or four hundred ftand of mufquets; but the 
major part of thefe mufquets were intended for the fervice of the 
fcttlers by way of defence. 

What is the plan of military defence in Sierra Leone ? 

The p’an of military defence, as there was no fortification 
eredted of any conlequence, the only plan of defence to be adopted 
was to patrole the fettlement in the night time, and to fpread 
the alarm in cafe there was any occafion for it. 

Was it not by an armed militia ? 

The Council had received inftructions from the Directors at 
home to form a militia, but the fettlers had been fo much em¬ 
ployed 
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ifi.h fifci Wid fiol'ii - - *?) bC. .1 fill •)!£ 

ployed in ereCting their houfeS-Before the rain fet in v at which 
period I left Sierra Leone, that there was not time to form a 

militia. >qqo -fl 0 >O nail rtnw K ' 1 »j . , 

But the me 6 ii&‘of'defence was to be by a militia ? 

Yes; by a militia* together with a fmalL company of men 
fent out as foldier^ fop the purpofe only of defence. 

Whether the mufquets fent to the Settlement were more 
than (efficient to arm the militia ? 

I do not know that they were more than fufficient. 

J A ill 


You know nothing of the quality of the mufquets—what they 
were worth a-piece—were they worth a guinea, or five and twenty 
{hillings ? 

I believe I can judge in fome degree of the quality, although r 
never faw them, becaufe I have feen the prices of thofe article: 
affixed to them in the invoice. 

What was the lowed of thofe.prices ? 

Perhaps the prices were from twelve (hillings to twenty (hillings 
of the mufquets for trade—I fhould think fo. 


You have hated the prices of thefe fire arms that were intended 
for trade,—was there a greater quantity of the fire arms intended 
for trade than were intended by the original promoters of this 
Settlement for the purpofe of defence ? 

To the befl of my recollection there went out in the Harpy 
more mufquets intended for defence than for trade ; what fubfe- 
quent veflels might have taken out I cannot tell. 

Do you know of any inftance, during your refidence there, of 
the fire arms that were" carried out for the intention of defence 
being fold to the Natives ? 

I do not recoiled any inftance of it. 


During your refidence at Sierra Leone, was you at all ac¬ 
quainted with the hiftory of a White man, by name Mercer ? 

When I was at Sierra Leone I was informed that, in the year 
1779, a perfon named Mercer, who had for fome time a faCtory 
eftablifhed at Tagrene Point, in Sierra Leone river, had his 
faClory invaded one night by the Natives, and plundered of all 
his property, to the amount, as 1 heard, of four or five thoufand 
pounds ; a property which he had accumulated there by dint of 
indpftry. 


R 


Was 
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Was this White man murdered or not by the Natives ? 

He was not murdered, he narrowly efcaped with his life, and 
took refuge on board of fome Slave fhip, as I underftood, that 
then lay in Sierra Leone river. 

What was the general rcafon given for the conduct of the 
Natives towards this White man ? 

I never heard that any previous difference or mifunder{landing 
had fubfifted between him and the Natives: it was generally 
afcribed to the wanton rapacity of the Natives. 

Was this circumftance of their wanton rapacity well known to 
have taken place ? 

It was notorious. 

Do you imagine that, after fuch an inftance as this of Mercer’s, 
there can be any fecurity to any fet of perfons attempting to carry 
on any Settlement in that part of Africa ? 

I fhould think that the Natives, induced by the hope of plunder, 
if they had it in their power, would, in certain cafes, have re- 
courfe to the fame violence upon fimilar eftablifhments. 

What do you mean by, * in certain cafes ?’ 

I mean, if the objett to be attained by this rapacious difpofition 
was greater than the rifle they ran in aiming at it. 

From the knowledge you have acquired of the ftate of the people 
on the coaft of Africa, has your averfion to the Slave Trade 
encreafcd or diminifhed ? 

Am I to underftand, from my knowledge of the prefent ftate of 
Slavery in Africa, or from my general obfervations upon it ? 

From your obfervation in general ? 

I confefs that my averflon to the Slave Trade was leflened in 
proportion as I became acquainted with their aflual condition in 
Slavery. 

You having ftated that your averfion to the Slave Trade was 
diminifhed, do you conceive that there has been any falle re- 
prefentation made concerning Slavery in this country ? 

I confefs that I was difappointed in not having found thefe 
reprefentations concerning Slavery realized, when I became ac¬ 
quainted with the adfual condition of Slaves in Africa. 

In the diftrift of land ceded by the King to the Settlers, were 
there any villages or towns on that fpot of ground ? 

There were f'everal native villages included within that diftrift. 

7 What 
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What efFca had this ceffion on the native villages ? 
the purchafe of this diftriftb^thelSierra 

ho~l^S s B tct p / aces of abode> or were ,h ^ 

They appeared to be the fixed refidence of thofe Blacks 

bitanil one 0 w b ^I y X ranCe ° n the > >a " '«* "ha- 

diWin b eH°e U SlareTr S ad'e r ? LC ° nC inftru «°ns to 

Am I to underftand in that dirtrift, or all over Africa? 

In that diftria ? 

1 believe they did—I think they did. 

Could they effect it ? 

Not I am perfuaded they could not. if they had attempted it. 
"whe^I 1 y^“ C I""%"Sble°to the Nati™ rf°/frica 

would teceWelhc i»T 0 f ^dMtioSf 'Jd ^ 

a q cce;TaWe nfira,ed “ '* M * C ">« *e news would Z% 

themfdvc, ' be Na,ives " h!ra 

Several of them were hired at a r • c . . 

ivas at Sierra Leone. ^ P llce a ^ 0ur when | 

What was the price ? 

It was from four to fix bars a month. 

Is that a coin ? 

A bar is averaged at -> s a A a u 
goods carried out for the tiidtt Africa! “ ” lma S lnar y of 

CaSy!" d mUfqUetS C ° nfift !n thofe articles ? 

delivered for ^prFcefonaboS forte Free BkcksT baVinS ^ 

Rum 





Rum has been delivered ; and if a native had engaged to work, 
or, I mean, had propofed, as the price of labour, mufquets m 
return, we furely would have furnilhed them. 

Did thefe Free People work well or ill ? 

I cannot fay that they were Ready at all to labour. 

How did the Free Blacks that were carried out as fettlers work ? 
Such as were mechanics feemed to be induftrious, but many ot 
the others appeared to be as indolent. 

Were the mechanic Blacks the natives of America, or were they 
Black that had been brought from the coaft of Africa ? 

Very few of them, I believe, were natives ot Atnca. 

Does the Black born in America appear more induftrious than 

the Black born in Africa? . • 

Thofe who were brought up in America have been more inured 

to habits of induftry, and were therefore more induftrious. 

Can you Rate the fum of money expended by the Company pre- 

the finances of the Company. 

and cannot accurately Rate it. 

Do you conceive it to be a large fum ? T 

I fhould think a confiderable fum has been expended, but I am 

not fufficiently acquainted with the extent of it. 

Has the Company hitherto reaped any benefit from this great 

^Dcahnot fay what benefit they may have reaped fince I left 
Sierra Leone. 

Did theNatives continue ftill to fell Slaves to the Euiopean vefiels 

that came there ? ... r c 

Yes, they did i fuch as had Slaves to dtfpole ot. 

Was you in any other part of Africa? . 

1 have been at the Banana Elands, about ten degrees fouth of 

Sierra Leone. 

Was you there for any time ? 

Only for two days. 

Are thofe iflands in the hands of the Englifh, or in the hands 
of the Portuguefe ? 
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They ate in the hands of a perfon of the name of Cleveland, 
who is defcended from Englilh parents. 

Tn whofe employ is he ? 

I believe the ifiands are exclufively his property. 

He carries on the Slave Trade ? 

Yes; he carries on the Slave Trade. 

Did you come ftraight home from that Coaft, or not ? 

Straight home from Sierra Leone river. 

You are underftood to fay that the averfion to the Slave Trade 
which you carried out with you to Sierra Leone was very much 
leffened by the knowledge that you acquired there of the condition 
of the Slaves in Africa;—are you underftood rightly ? 

Yes. 

You, to be fure, know the diftinftion between the domeftic 
Slave and the faleable Slave ? 

Perfectly. 

Was it from your obfervation of the condition of the domeftic 
Slave that you was brought into a good opinion of the Slave 
Trade, or that your averfion was leffened ? 

I cannot fay that ever I had a good opinion of the Slave 
Trade. 

Whether it was from your obfervation of the condition of the 
domeftic Slave that your averfion to the Slave Trade has dimi- 
niflied ? 

Both from confidering the condition of Slaves attached imme¬ 
diately to the houfhold of the mafter, and from the condition of 
Slaves retained in the fa&ories for the purpofes of trade. 

The latter are the Slaves of Europeans, are they not ? 

They are the Slaves of all dealers who trade in Slaves. 

7 he latter therefore is a fpecies of Slavery that would not 
exift if there were no blave Trade ? 

Certainly not. 

Then, whether the condition of the domeftic Slave is miferable 
in Africa ? 

Certainly not. 

The condition then of the domeftic Slave would not have di¬ 
minished, in your mind, your averfion to the Slave Trade? 

It certainly would, becaufe I was difappointed in finding them 

S fo 
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lb well cared for—fo well taken care of; probably I have niif- 
conceived the queftion in fome relpedt. 

By the domeftic Slave is meant the Native African who is a 
Slave to an African, a Negro who is a Slave to a Negro as his 

domeftic Slave—not faleable ? . 

The condition of a domeftic Slave, when I became acquainted 
with it, was fuch as to diminilh my averfion to the Slave Trade. 

Explain why it had that effect ? 

Bccaufe 1 went out to Africa, perluaded that the condition or 
all Slaves was miferable indeed—that averfion of courfe leffened 
as I became acquainted with their condition, which was not 
miferable. 

You faid that you took fome pains to enquire whether the news 
of the abolition of the Trade would be acceptable to the Natives 

of Africa,_of whom did you make thefe enquiries—of what fort 

of people ? 

Of fuch as could fpeak a little Englifli; perfons upon the lea 
coaft who had been in habits of intercourfe with the Englifli. 

They are chiefly Black Traders ? 

They are Black Traders, and not only Black Traders, but alfo 
perfons living in the villages about Sierra Leone. 

Perfons in thofe places where gain is derived from the Trade ? 

Where the Slave Trade is carried on. 

Whether you know, in point of fa6t, that a hired Negro was 
ever paid for his labour with a mufquet by the Sierra Leone 

Company ? 

Not that I recolleft. 

You have ftated that you do not know of any inftance of a muf¬ 
quet having been abfolutely given for hire ? 

I have ftated that. 

Do you imagine that there was any prohibition whatever to fire 
arms being given for fervice to fuch Negroes ? 

There was no fuch prohibition exifting. 

If any Negro had alked for fuch a thing, do you conceive it 
would have been refufed, or not ? 

It certainly would not have been refufed if the time of his la¬ 
bour had been the equivalent of a mufquet. 


3 


In 
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In what manner was the agreement then made for the labour ? 

They laboured at a ftated hire, and when they had occafion for 
the price of their labour, they were paid in thofe articles which 
the ftores contained. 

Were there mufquets in thofe ftores ? 

I believe there were none carried on fhore when I left Sierra 
Leone. 

1 - ! Mu 1 , ' . . . j . 

How came thefe mufquets not to be carried on fhore before you 
left Sierra Leone ? 

A complete and fafe ftorehoufe was not then built, therefore a 
fmall part only of the ca go of the Ihips was taken on fhore. 

Did you and the reft of the Council therefore imagine danger 
would enfue if they had landed thefe fire ai ms previous to a fafe place 
being procured for them ? 

I confefs it was my opinion, as a member of the Council, that 
it was not fafe to carry arms afhore; expofed, perhaps, to the ra¬ 
pacity of people with whofe difpofitions we were but little ac¬ 
quainted. 

The witnefs was direfted to withdraw. 


Then Mr. KNOX was called in, and being fworn, was exa¬ 
mined as follows: 

How many voyages have you made to Africa ? 

Ten in the courle of the laft nineteen years. 

In what capacity during that time ? 

The firft fix as furgeon, and the laft four as mafter. 

To what part of Africa did you go ? 

To the Windward Coaft, particularly that part of it diftin- 
guifhed by the name of the Grain Coaft, and the Coaft of An¬ 
gola. 

Is the Windward or Grain Coaft populous, or otherwife ? 

So far as my oblervation extends, which is but a very fmall way 
inland, very populous indeed. 

Is Slavery univcrfally known in every part of Africa with which 
you have had opp6rtunities of becoming acquainted ? 

Univerfally known, I believe. 


Do 
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Do the Africans themfelves ufe domeftic Slaves wherever you 
have been ? 

They do wherever I have had an Opportunity of knowing the 
faft. 

Do you underftand Slavery to have exifted in Africa from the 
moft remote antiquity, or to have been adopted in confequence 
of the Trade with Europeans for Slaves ? 

From every account which I have been able to col left from the 
Natives, and there are no other authorities in that country, I 
underftand it has been the practice from the earlieft times. 

Have you any reafon to fuppofe that wars are ever made for 
the purpofe of procuring a greater fupply of Slaves ? 

I never knew an inftance of the kind. 

Did any war ever happen during any time when you were in 
Africa ? 

I have known feveral depredations committed by one man 
upon the family of another, but I never knew a fingle Slave pro¬ 
cured thereby. 

Have you ever known or heard of any inftances of kidnapping, 
or of breaking up villages for the purpofe of making Slaves of the 
inhabitants ? 

I never knew of either one or the other. 

Has the Slave Trade diminifhed or encreafed fince your firft 
knowledge of it ? 

If I am to judge by the population of the country, which, fo 
far as my obfervation extends, I think is rather increafed, I 
fhould conceive it is nearly in the fame fituation as the firft time 
I knew Africa. 

Continuing in the fame fituation,—has the price of Slaves in¬ 
creafed or diminifhed ? 

Upon the peace of 1783 the price of Slaves on the Coaft of 
Angola encreafed fully as three to one; in moft other places that 
I am acquainted with, particularly the Grain Coaft, nearly one 
half. 

To what has the encreafe of price been owing ? 

To a competition of foreign nations, particularly the French. 

How often have you been in the Weft Indies ? 

Ten times of courle. 


Are 
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. Are * he Slaves in Africa, or the Slaves in the Weft Indies, all 
circumftances confidered, in the moft eligible fituation ? 

Judging from appearances I am convinced, in my own mind 
that the Negroes in the Weft Indies are more eligibly fituated 
than thofe who have fallen under my view in Africa. 

What are the natural productions of the Grain Coaft ? 

The river Sherbro on the north-weft produces fome cam wood* 

the fouth-eaft extremity of this diftriCt Malaquetta pepper:_the 

whole of the diftrict rice, and fome little ivory. 

Could the trade in thefe articles be extended beyond what it is 
at prefent ? 

I appiehend notj we at prefent give them every encouragement 
which the feveral articles will bear, and were the Slave Trade to 

be aboliihed, I apprehend the ivory trade would diminifh very 
greatly. 1 

What opportunity have you had of knowing the coaft of 
Angola ? 

Three voyages i the half of the firft, and the whole of the two 
laft, conftantly on Ihore. 

Can you ftate the number of Slaves annually exported from 
that coaft ? 1 

There are four principal marts of trade in what is denominated 
Angola—that called Malimbo I entirely allnde to. In the year 
J 7 b ft in the month of February, it was currently reported upon 
the hill where the trade is made, that the French alone purchafed 
2 j ,0 ®° Ncgioes, the Englifh during that time perhaps might pur- 

Examined by the Lords. 

You are underftood to fay that your oblbrvation extended a 
very little way inland ? 

A very little way inland, and in the place I allude to, that little 
vi as perhaps further than any European ever went. 

What might that diftance be? 

Not more, I fuppofe, than thirty miles. 

On what part of the coaft ? 

It is indilperifibly neceflary to attend precifely to the part of 

the coaft i—the part I allude to was Cape Mount uoon the Grain 
Coaft. A 

T When 
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When you faid that wars were not made to get Slaves, that 
you never knew of kidnapping or breaking up of villages, you 
would be underftood to fpeak within the diftance to which your 

obfervation extended inland ? _ . f . » . • , 

I can only mean that diftance in point of obieivation, but iri 

point of information I extend it a very great way. 

Will you mention what thofe appearances were from which as 
you laid you judge the condition of the Negro Slave in the Welt 
Indies to be happier than in his own country ? 

In Africa the life and fuftenance of the Negro are, m fome rnea- 
fure at the mercy of the owner; and the whole natives fubjeC. 
to all the miferies of uncivilized life; while, on the contrary, m 
the Weft Indies I have ever obfervtd the Negroes, lor modeiate 
labour, enjoy every reafonable degree of happinefs. 

When you fay that the life and fuftenance of the African Negro 
in Africa is at the will of the mafter, you fpeak of the domeftic 
Slave; you know the diftin&ion to be fure between the domeftre 

and faleable Slave ? 

I really, in the diftrift that I allude to, fcarce underftood the 
difference between the domcftic and faleable Slavethe clomeftic 
Slave to-day is in the field to-morrow;—and the field Slave to-day 
is in the houfe to-morrow. 

You are not aware of, or do not know the diftinttion between 
faleable Slaves, and Slaves that are removeable property ? 

I am perfectly aware of the difference between what can, and 

what cannot be fold. 

Is it with refpeft to thofe that cannot be fold that you fay that 
their fuftenance and life is at the difpofal of then mafter ? 

I mean thofe. 

Are they worked harder in Afiica than in the Weft Indies ? 

The female part of the Negroes in Alrica, who are the moft 
abject Haves of flaves, moft affmedly do. 

You ftated that you were a certain number of voyages furgeon? 
Yes;—fix. 

And four others as captain ? 

Yes. 

Upon the paffage from the coaft of Africa to the Weft Indies 
were they in general healthy or fickly in all the ten voyages. 

It is impoilible to give a general snfwer to that queftion. in 
thofe voyages in which 1 was lurgeon I do not in any one voyage 
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rdcolleft the mortality j but if it is necefiary, I fhall ftate the mor¬ 
tality corre&ly in thofe voyages when I was matter. 

How come you not to be able to ftate the mortality in thofe 
voyages when you was furgeon ? 

Merely from the lapfe of time. 

Have you, during the various voyages you have made, ever hap¬ 
pened by chance to receive a male or female Slave on board who 
was fick ? 

Many. 

Is it cuftomary in the Slave Trade to refufeto take on board a 
Slave who has an epidemical diftemper, which may caufe infeftion 
amongft the reft of the Slaves P 

Mott alfuredly it is cuftomary to refufe them if the complaint is 
known. 

Is it cuftomary when a lot of flaves is purchafed that the ftate of 
their health is examined ? 

Very particularly fo ;—individually. 

Has the furgeon, as well as the captain, any per centage on the 
fale of the Slaves in the Weft Indies ? 

Almoft the whole of the captain’s emoluments— 

The queftion is as to the furgeon; has the furgeon as well as 
the captain any emolument per centage P 

The furgeon’s emoluments, fo far as ever I knew, was not a per 
centage, except fo much head money for every one that was fold. 

State the mortality during the four voyages you made as 
mafter ? . . 

The firft voyage I had 450 Negroes,—I loft 17 or 18. The 
fecond about 360, in the fame veffel;—from the uncommon de¬ 
tention upon the coaft, where the fcurvy got amongft the Negroes, 
I loft 40. The third voyage, with near 300, I loft only one. 
And the laft voyage, with 450, I loft five. 

What is the average of the pallage ? 

I never was more than feven weeks,—and the laft time I made it 
in eighteen days. 

To what ifland ? 

Dominique. 

On what occafion was you fo particularly detained when you 
loft thofe forty Negroes ? 


From 
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from the vaft number of French vefiels at the fame mart of 
Trade. 

Are the Slaves well fed on their paflage ? 

Moft afluredly. 

Is there an hofpital or a place appropriated for the fick whilft 
on board ? 

Conftantly ; in every veflel in which I have been. 

Are the provifions for the ufe of the Negroes fimilar to thole 
they have in their native country P 

If I may judge from the appearance of the majority of the 
Negroes who come into our pofieffion from the interior parts, 
the provifion on boaid of a fliip is infinitely preferable. 

What fort of provifions have they in general ? 

That depends entirely upon the part of Africa from whence 
they are brought; the Grain Coaft furnilhes rice, palm oil, 
pepper. 

What provifions ? 

Rice is the ftaple article; in other parts of Africa yams are the 
principal article of lood; and in others Indian corn conftitutes a 
good lliare of it. 

You have mentioned pepper,—is that given frequently to the 
Slaves on their palfage, or not ? 

As often as they are ferved with victuals. 

To what part of the Weft Indies have you in general traded ? 

To the Grenades, Dominique, Tortola, Jamaica. 

To what ifiand have you chiefly gone ? 

Dominique. 

At the illand of Dominique, who are the chief purchalers of 
ihofe Slaves, the Englifh, or foreign nations ? 

The factors who purchafed from the (hipping were all Englilh. 

Have you reafon to believe that thofe fa&ors fold thofe Slaves 
again to Foreigners, or not, as the port of Dominique is a free 
port ? 

I believe nineteen out of twenty were fold to Foreigners again— 
perhaps a much greater proportion. 

Are you thoioughly acquainted with the bearings of the dif¬ 
ferent ifiands from one another, fo as to be able to form ; n opi¬ 
nion relative to the difficulty or ealy acccfs to thofe illands ? 

n 1 believe 
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I believe I can give a pretty near account of the bearings of 
moll of them. 

Do you therefore imagine that it would be a praaicable and an 
eafy thing to fmuggle any number of Slaves into the ifland of 
Dominique, it the bringing of Slaves into that ifland were con¬ 
traband ? 

1 conceive, nothing more eafy. 

Do you conceive the ifland of Antigua could be in the fame 
manner, and under the fame circumftances, equally aflifted from 
the ifland of Gaudalupe ? 

Moft afluredly. 

The ifland of Barbadoes from the ifland of Gaudalupe like- 
wife ? r 

And better ftill from Tobago. 

The iflands of Grenada, the Grenadines, and St. Vincent 
from Tobago ? * 

Mott undoubtedly } almoft before the wind. 

The ifland of St. Chriftophers and Nevis, and the Virgin 
iflands from St. Euftatius ? & 

. Th « Paffage from St. Euftatius to St. Kits might be run over 
in an hour, or nearly fo; and all the reft might be amply fun- 
phed from St. Euftatius. 1 3 * 


The ifland of Jamaica from the iflands of Cuba and St Do¬ 
mingo ? 

IVloft undoubtedly they might. 

^ 0l ] have faid that you do not recoiled! what the mortality 
was when you was furgeon,—do you mean by that, that you do 
not recollect correftly, or that you recoiled! nothing at all 
about it r ° 

I cap affix no precife number to any one of thofe voyages, I 

think, but the laft; and that not with a great degree of certainty 
to myfelf. 3 


• Y het u er r le morta,lt Y was greater or lefs in proportion than 
m the other four voyages when you went as niafter. though vou 
cannot mention any particulars ? 3 

It would be indifpenfibly necefiary for me to know what the 
mortality was before 1 could draw a comparifon. 

What thfeafes are moft incident to the Slaves in the Middle 
railage r 

1 ae flux, I conceive, to be by far the moft prevalent difeafe. 

U Is 
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Is not that greatly exaggerated by their ftate of confinement ? 

I cannot fuppofe it is ; a complaint no fooner makes the mod 
remote approach, but the Negro is liberated from his irons; and 
in the four voyages, when I was mafter, I never carried a Slave 
in irons to the Weft Indies. 

The Witnefs was directed to withdraw. 

The Counfel for the Petitioners informed the Houle, they had 
now clofed their evidence upon the Petition of the African Com¬ 
pany, except the Charters, which they fhould deliver in ; and, 
with the leave of the Houfe, would next proceed upon the Peti¬ 
tion of the Weft India Planters. 

The Counfel were directed to withdraw. 


o 
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Die Afercurii , 


22 ° Afaij 1793 . 


T pLj? 1 *; of l ! ie D 7 bein g read for taking further inti 

uKt 0 "^ P cf ent State of the Trade to Africa, an< 
wcularly the Trade in Slaves ; and alfo the Nature Extent 

and Importance of the Sugar, Coffee, and Cotton Trade anc 

the MeaTs o/imnr^ C0n K ,t V On ° f the f Weft lndia bands’, anc 
me Means of impiovmg the fame; and for the Lords to be f.im 

moned; and for the Planters, Merchants, Mortgagees Annui 

tains and others, intcrefted in the Britilh Sugar Colonies to be 

hdi p b e y tiH::: Cou r nfeI r the , Bar ^hM ?£££% 

tlnn Petmou, prefented to the Houfe on the , 4 th of May 


The Counfel were called in. 

Then JOHN WEDDERBURN Efq 
being fworn, was examined as follows : 

Are you a Native of Great Britain ? 

Yes. 


was called in. 


and 


Have you ever refided in Jamaica f 
I have. 


For what length of time ? 

I arrived in Jamaica about the middle of the 
remained in it till the firft of May 1789. 

What was your employment in that ifland ? 
The planting bufmefs. 

Have you any property there ? 

I have. 


year 


1762, and 


Of what nature ? 
A fugar eftate. 


Had you the care of 
1 had, of many. 


any plantations there beiides 


your own ? 


What 
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What number of Negroes may have been under your care iri 
Jamaica. ^ 

During my refidence in Jamaica I had the direction and ma¬ 
nagement of full 6,000 Negroes. 

Are the Negroes in that ifland generally treated with tendernefs 
and humanity? 

I am decidedly of opinion that they are. 

Are the comforts that thofe Negroes enjoy equal to the com¬ 
forts that are enjoyed by ordinary labourers in other countries ? 

I think they are fully as much fo as the lower clafs of people 
in Great Britain. 

Have the Negroes lands allotted them for their private pur- 
poles ? 

They have; and upon many eftates much more than they can 
make any ufe of. 

Have the Negroes any fufficient portion of time allowed them 

for the cultivation of thofe lands ? 

They have one day in every fortnight, crop time excepted; and 
through the courfe of the year different days are allowed them 
conformably to what their mailer or overfeer may think requifite. 

Are Negroes permitted to acquire perfbnal property ? 

They are. 

What is the nature of the property they ufually poffefs ? _ 

Every induftrious Negro has much more provifions than it is 
poflible for him to make ufe of:—They have alfo poultry, hogs, 
fruits and provifions of different kinds, which they carry to mar¬ 
ket for fale. And 1 have likewife known, upon different proper¬ 
ties, Negroes poffefs from ten to twenty or thirty head of nock. 
And I have myfelf, upon different occafions, purchafed from the 
Negroes young tteers, and have paid for them at the rate of from 
ten to thirteen pounds a head. Thefe flock are fed and taken 
care of along with their mailer’s; and in every refpect taken 

equal care ot. 

Is the property of Negroes refpe&ed and protected; or is it at 

any time violated by their mailers ? . 

1 never knew an inftance of their mallets taking any or their 
property fiom them without paying very fufficiently for it. 

From your acquaintance with the Hate cf cultivation in that 
ifland, do you think it can be kept up without an annual fupply 
of frefli Negroes ? j do 
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I do not think it is pofiible that the prefent cultivation can be 
kept up without an importation of Negroes ; and as to all further 
improvements they muft ceafe. 

Are you able to compute the annual decreafe or diminution of 
the number of Negroes upon the whole ? f 

1 am decidedly of opinion that they are from two and a halt to 

three per cent. 

To what caufes is that decreafe principally attributable ? 

To a variety of caufes : Firft, the difproportion of the fexes, 
which, I imagine, is five males to three females, of the Afncan 
Negroes imported into that country > next, the very free mter- 
courfe between the fexes, which they confider to be their abfolute 
right. A remaikable faying grows up with them from their in¬ 
fancy, which is, they allow that their mafter has every right to 
direft them in their labour as he thinks proper; but they unani- 
moufly declare that he has no right to controul their amours. 
There are likewife very fevere diforders that the Negroes are liable 
to, fuch as the yaws, pleurifies; there is the cocabee, and the 
elephantiafis; thefe two laft I never knew thoroughly cured. 
There have been vaft numbers loft owing to hurricanes, and the 
confequences arifing from them, fcarcity of provifions. Upon the 
eftate where I refided in the year 1780, there were fifteen Negroes 
killed outright in one building; a number of lives were loft at 
Savannah La Mar; and in one houfe only, from twenty-five to 
thirty were carried away by the fea. 

Are young children fubjed to any particular diforder which is 
injurious to the population of the country ? 

They are. 

What is that diforder ? 

The locked jaw, of which, I am of opinion, one fourth that 
are born die within a fortnight. 

What is the nature of the complaint called Dirt-eating ? 

It is of two different kinds; the one proceeds from what is 
called the Heart-burn.—They make ufe of fullers earth, dried and 
parched over the fire, in the fame manner as magnefia or chak 
is made ufe of in this country.—I have likewife known ill-difpofed 
Negroes, that were not inclined to labour in any refpedt, take to 
eating of dirt, and eat fuch confiderable quantities of it that it 
has been the occafion of their death. 
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What number of Negroes may have been under your care in 

Jamaica ? , 

During my refidence in Jamaica I had the direction and ma* 

nagement of full 6,000 Negroes. 

Are the Negroes in that ifland generally treated with tendernefs 

and humanity ? 

I am decidedly of opinion that they are. 

Are the comforts that thofe Negroes enjoy equal to the com¬ 
forts that are enjoyed by ordinary labourers in other countries ? 

I think they are fully as much fo as the lower clafs of people 
in Great Britain. 

Have the Negroes lands allotted them for their private pur- 
pofes ? 

They have j and upon many eftates much more than they can 
make any ufe of. 

Have the Negroes any fufficient portion of time allowed them 

for the cultivation of thofe lands ? 

They have one day in every fortnight, crop time excepted; and 
through the courfe of the year different days are allowed them 
conformably to what their matter or overfeer may think requifite. 

Are Negroes permitted to acquire perfonal property ? 

They are. 

What is the nature of the property they ufually poffefs ? _ 

Every induftrious Negro has much more provifions than it is 
pofiible for him to make ufe of:—They have alfo poultry, hogs, 
fruits and provifions of different kinds, which they carry to mar¬ 
ket for fale. And 1 have likewife known, upon different proper¬ 
ties, Negroes poffefs from ten to twenty or thirty head of flock. 
And I have myfelf, upon different occafions, purchafed from the 
Negroes young fteers, and have paid for them at the rate of from 
ten to thirteen pounds a head. Thefe flock are fed and taken 
care of along with their matters; and in every refpeft taken 

equal care ot. 

Is the property of Negroes refpefted and protected ; or is it at 

any time violated by their mailers ? 

I never knew an inftance of their mailers taking any of their 
property fiom them without paying very fufficiently for it. 

From your acquaintance with the ftate cf cultivation in that 
ifland, do you think it can be kept up without an annual fupply 
of frefli Negroes ? j dQ 
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I do not think it is poflible that the prefent cultivation can be 
kept up without an importation of Negroes ; and as to all further 
improvements they mult ceafe. 

Are you able to compute the annual decreafe or diminution of 

the number of Negroes upon the whole ? , , 1f 

1 am decidedly of opinion that they are from two and a halt to 

three per cent. 

To what caufes is that decreafe principally attributable ? 

To a variety of caufes : Firit, the difproportion of the iexes, 
which, I imagine, is five males to three females, of the African 
Negroes imported into that country; next, the very tree inter¬ 
com* between the fexes, which they consider to be their abfolute 
right A remaikable faying grows up with them from their in¬ 
fancy, which is, they allow that their mailer has every right to 
direct them in their labour as he thinks proper; but they unam- 
mouflv declare that he has no right to controul their amours. 
There are likewife very fevere diforders that the Negroes are liable 
to fuch as the yaws, pleurifies; there is the cocabee, and the 
elephantiafis; thefe two lalt I never knew thoroughly cured. 
There have been vail numbers loll owing to hurricanes, and the 
confequences arifing from them, fcarcity of provifions. Upon the 
eftate where I refided in the year 1780, there were fifteen Negroes 
killed outright in one building; a number of lives were loll at 
Savannah La Mar ; and in one houfe only, from twenty-five to 
thirty were carried away by the fea. 

Are young children fubje£t to any particular diloider which is 
injurious to the population of the country ? 

They are. 

What is that diforder ? 

The locked jaw, of which, I am of opinion, one fourth that 
are born die within a fortnight. 

What is the nature of the complaint called Dirt-eating ? 

It is of two different kinds; the one proceeds from what is 
called the Heart-burn.—They make ufe of fullers earth, dried and 
parched over the fire, in the fame manner as magnefia or chalk 
is made ufe of in this country.—I have likewife known ill-difpofed 
Negroes, that were not inclined to labour in any refpeft, take to 
eatmg of dirt, and eat fuch confiderable quantities of it that it 
has been the occafion of their death. 
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Whar number of Negroes is ufually employed about the houfe 
of the overfeer in domeftic bufinefs ? 

About eight or ten. 

In the feleftion of Negroes for domeftic employments,—is there 
any attention paid to the ftrength of the conftitution of the Ne¬ 
gro, and his ability to endure field labour ? 

In general the people that are employed about the overfeer’s 
houfe are, many of them, not fit for field labour. 

Is there any attention paid in felefting them on that account ? 

There is:—1 have known different Negroes employed in that 
manner for no other reafon but not having conftitutions to 
undergo the field labour. 

Do you know whether the plow has been ufed with effeft upon 
many eftates in Jamaica ? ' 

There are a variety of opinions in regard to the plow: fome 
think it is prejudicial in that country.—I have feen it tried upon 
many eftates under my own direftions, and, as far as I was capable 
of judging, it is of great fervice, by taking off the hardeft part of 
the labour from the Negroes j yet a great deal remains for them 
to do with the hoe, fuch as digging and cleaning out the trenches, 
making the cane holes, and planting them. It has been fuppofed 
that the plow would occafion a lefs number of Negroes to be ne- 
ceffary upon a fugar eftate for conducing the bufinefs of it, but 
I am decidedly of opinion that this is not the cafe;—the number 
of Negroes will be abfolutely requifite to take off the crop in the 
proper feafon of the year. 

Is particular difpatch neceffary in getting the crop off the 
ground in the proper feafon ? 

So much fo, that unlefs it is taken off in a proper feafon of 
the year the canes are loft, or make very little. 

In what foils and fituations can the plow be ufed with the beft 
effeft ? 

There is a great part of the ifiand of Jamaica that the plow 
can be of no fervice to: firft, from the make of the land, it 
being fo very hilly and fteep;—there are alfo many thoufand 
acres of canes intermixed with ftones and rocks, fo that they 
could not plow the foil; and many different eftates are cultivated 
in fuch a manner that they do not ftock up the canes, but conti¬ 
nue to cut them from year to year;—upon fuch properties the 
plow is of no ufe. 
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Dro^rL P nT 2 ,° f ] hiS T defcri P tion con ftitute any confiderable 
proportion or the land in Jamaica ? 

fidiS?” 0 *!* t - hC e l xa< ^P ro P° rtion > but I know there are con- 
liderable eftates m that fltuation. 

Could any confiderable proportion of the patented land whirh 
has not already been brought into cultivation, be br^t into 
cultivation with good effect ? u ° nt lnto 

fa ^y ,hou&nd acres are Wfy fit for graft ferns, coffee, and 

thftcultiv° 3 lr tC r d ,, la r < ' S ,ha ‘ >' 0U ment ‘°n be brought into 
this cultivation of which you have hated them to be capable 

without a further importation of Negroes ? P > 

e y cannot: fo far from this being the cafe, many fmall and 

Eiven f ?D Cm the S T 1 Dt ,hat country ' 1 am of opinion, muft be 
will grew upTnto woodsf^*” 8 the Slares " a "d the fend 

attention is paid to the he^hfi nf +u 0 • 

Wty^e health of the^regnaMwt’en’, in ^ 

ere aie, no doubt, m fiances of neglefl : but I am decidedly 
of opimon that in general they are taken exceeding good «re of 
They are attended by a do/to,, and medicines are fept unon 
many eftates; where they are not, the doftor fupplies them and 
whatever he d,reefs to be adminiftered to them they eeneraftv 

fs i IiLl"! ftf H ?VC , many Ne Sroes from the tablef as foon 

had done dinner, with plenty of good frefli provifions - 

m“ r ; and fUCh - a "oied P Tm n u%l; 

in topre^CyT ° f lab °" r rCm '“ tCd f ° thcra 35 **T ad ™nce 
Plpmlr h regard t0 the P re S nant women, I know nothing that the 

SEMtaTS t:T n m, ' ns 

« e ne C m! ne f fr ° m ‘ lle hardeft hbom “E mmS^'and’^ 
general, from two to three months before their delivery their 

ites;a ftfi&rs&r 

.i.,, „ „ ^ 5fj- Zttft 75S”; 

Srf common ponifhment is confinement and he ftoek/ 

rnonths^gSi'e'wiTh’ehdd *** ^ ort 

. ! n b S,'eVJct UP ° n f “ Ch 
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Is it in your judgment prafticable to canyon the cultivation of 

he ifland of Jamaica by Europew a ^ouiotj . from 

I am decidedly of °P™ ' , n P fent from Great Britain to 
ivViat I have obferved . Th * P . fatigued with the management 

a & W** comply of *= i"». 

unlefs they were fick. . \ 1 . 

-What number of hours are the Negroes ufually reared to 

“Efcr as I am capable of judging 

and make the"“Sti^they do not labour, 1 judge they may 
S/rm nbe to teThou'rs in the twenty-four, crop time 

excepted. . ? 

What number of hours do they labourm crop 
That depends upon the number ot blaves up 

Are there any particular indulgences allowed them to compen- 

fate their encreafed labour at crop time .. night 

ul feme eftates the Negroes are oo^ed to fit up o^ ^ g^ 

in every three; upon other property ope & | iar deft time of their 

Shorty" are’eeS/ ^beft ^h 

Jjj* tQtokT “id then they no doubt get a little of 

*TZ hardly be afted after that, whether the fugar cane i, 

^"dibtof £ As1o*e liquor, they get juft as much 
nf it as they chufe to drink- 

Have they at other feafons auy allowances of fugar and run 

made them when at work ? liberal allow- 

m the time of hohng and P ^ng of rum 

ances of fugar, upon molt eltates, p 
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r ffi tbe / ood of Negroes in general good in its quality and 
lufficient m its quantity ? 4 "» na 

The food is good and plenty, except in fcarce times, fuch as 

to procure it^ ^ th *“ eVery thing that is P offible i3 don ® 

Are they allowed any particular indulgence in refpeft of diet. 
Or any changes of diet, at particular feafons of the year. 

Particularly at Chnftmas time they are allowed* falt-filh and 

aTonSem a V ey ^ °" e ° f "AiS 

fu ^ errings are S ener aPy Served them once a fort- 
each time hreC WeekS ’ aCCOrdmg tothe quantity that they may have 

NeYroS “ P3id t0 ' he HeaIth and accomm °dation of Pick 

„J> V e ve p , , wel1 ,od S ed . and very well taken care of_This 

Sf 2L° Pan,y anriVered bcfore ’ as « "0** preg- 

Are the ficfc Negroes fet apart from the reft of the Negroes in 
any particular building appropriated for the purpofe ? " S 

? ey , are lodged in what is called a Hot Hoefe an 
hofpital built for the purpofe, which almoft every eftate hS Z 

indeed I never knew any without convenience of that kin d C 
fome are very good, fome are not fo good. 

ti 3t atte P tlon [ s , P aid to . Negroes when by age or infirmities 
hey become incapable of active labour ? 

Some of them are employed in their own grounds as watchmen - 
others are employed in catching rats, making rones nads ™ 
traps and watching gates, and when they are unfit* for fuch of¬ 
fices they live in their own houfes; and in fuch cales wh.n T 
are entirely unfit for any kind oflabour, d«tSSe^S2 
every allowance worn their matter the fame as they did in former 

have^relided* in'janfaicaf £&* a 

his co maZ abk to tvork from a ® e or in ^y ■>** dS«| a b7 
I never knew an inftance of it. 

Do you conceive that the abolition of the Slave Trade wn„M 
ja'makaT cirCUmftan « '° Negroes already employed 


Very 
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Very much the reverie » for nothing gives them greater pleafure 
than to fee new Negroes brought amongft them. 

Would the abolition of the Slave Trade be the means of making 
the Negroes that are already in Jamaica be better tieated 
I think very much the reverfe. 

It is well known that many of the planters are confiderably 
indebted to the Britifll merchants; they have no mode of paying 
them but by the returns of their property r-dennve thmr ol^ 

neceffary people for carrying on the cultivation of the 
it will L impoffible for them to make good their engagements. 
Upon fuch an occafion it is more than probable that the Negroes 
upon the property would be obliged to work much harder than 
they do at P prefentnot from the choice of the maftcr, but fiom 
the fituation he would be then placed in. 

What would the effeft of fuch over-work be ? 

In the courfe of a few years, I fuppofe, many eftates would be 
thrown up altogether, from the decreafe of Negroes that would 

naturally happen. 

Could the eftates which are now cultivated with the fugar cane 

be conveniently cultivated' with coffee or cotton, or ma e to pio 

duce coffee or cotton ? ,. , . 

Very few if any but fuppofe they were, what would become 

of the very expenfive buildings, and many at tides of plant 
ftores fent from this country for the exprefs purpofe of cultivating 
fugar, which would be an entire lofs to the proprietors. 

What effett would the abolition of the Slave Trade, in your 
iudement, have upon the fituation of the planters . 

3 In the courfe of fome years it would be the means of many 
thoufand acres that are now cultivating growing up into wood, 
and they would be perfectly unable to pay many of their debts 
that are due to people in this country. 

What, in your judgment, would be the probable effeft of this 

abolition upon fmall fettlers ? c 

I do imagine many of them would be under the neceffity of 
felling their Slaves to the rich planters i—their land would be o 
no earthly value to them, and the buildings the fame, for with¬ 
out Negroes they could make no ufe of them. 

To what extent do you believe that the farther cultivation of 
Jamaica would be affected by the abolition of the Slave Trade_^ 
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I think, I have already obferved, that it would put a total flop 
to all farther improvement of that country ; and much land that 
is now in cultivation mull be in the ftate that I have already 
mentioned. 

What effeft, in your judgment, would it have upon the de- 
fenlive ftrength of that ifland ? 

The ftrength of Jamaica depends upon the militia, which is 
made up principally of the overleers, book-keepers, carpenters, 
diftillers, and a number of fmall fettlers.—Were fuch people in 
that fituation that they could not purchafe Negroes, they would 
fee an end put to all their improvements, and they would natu¬ 
rally leave the country, and many that are now’ anxious to go 
there would certainly remain where they are, or go to fome other 
part of the world, as the only encouragement they can have to 
go there is to endeavour to make a competence for themfelves;— 
but by depriving them of the purchafing of Negroes, they would 
have no method of appropriating the little money that from time 
to time they might fave to any advantage. 

Is the treatment of the Negroes much improved of late in 
refpett of the perfons to whofe care the charge of them is imme¬ 
diately committed ? 

There is no doubt of it: Thirty years ago, or perhaps better 
than thirty, the people that uled to go from this country to 
Jamaica were of the very Ioweft and moft worthlefs clafs; and in 
many inftances it was better to truft Head Negroes than to truft 
fuch White People: Latterly, by the encouragement that has 
been held out to them from the proprietors of eftates, there is a 
vaft number of very deferving young men who have gone abroad, 
and whofe temper and conduct is perfe&Iy different towards the 
Negroes from what the White People’s was who went from 
hence thirty or forty years ago. 

Examined by the Lords. 

What is the annual coft to the planter of feeding and cloathing 
a field Negro in Jamaica ? 

I never fat down to make any Computation of it: they are 
cloathed with Ofnaburghs; they have allowances of blue baife 
for jackets, hats, handkerchiefs, upon many eftates, but not 
upon all. 

Is a Creole Negro fuperior to an African Negro, or an African 
Negro fuperior to a Creole Negro? 

■ ■ 


I am 
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I am decidedly of opinion that a Creole is more valuable than 
an African Negro, although 1 have known many very good 
people from that country. 

Do you know what has been nearly the number of executions 
in twenty years in Jamaica ? 

I do not indeed, but I believe very few. 

If the property of any Negro ftiould be violated by his matter, 
can he obtain legal redrefs by the teftimony of any number of 
witnefies of the Black colour ? 

I never knew one inftance of that being the cafe. 

The queftion was ordered to be read. 

The fame was accordingly read by the Clerk. 

The Witnefs faid, 

Again ft his matter, I prefume, the queftion means ? 

Yes? 

1 have already ftated that I never knew an inftance of it, nor 
do I fuppofe that the evidence of the Negroes would be taken 
againft their matters. 

Can you inform the Houle how bills are drawn for the payment 
of the Negroes ? 

That juft depends upon the agreement between the purchafer 
and the feller. 

Are they of long date or Ihort date, or what is the date ? 

They are at long and fliort fights. 

In general ? 

In general. 

You faid you had had the direction of fix thouland Negroes ? 

Full fix thoufand. 

Do you mean at one time ? 

No; certainly not. 

In the thirty years that you refided there ? 

Not quite thirty, from 1762 to 1789. 

You mentioned the proportionable dccreafe of the Negroes to 
be from two and a half to three per cent ? 

Jn the part of the country in which I lived I am decidedly of 
opinion it is three per cent. 
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The average decreafe you fpeak of in the whole country * 

No—three per cent, upon the whole; in other parilhes it is 
hot lo much, therefore in fome parilhes it is more than three. 

Then you take three as the average of the whole countiy ? 

X Co* 

It is very different upon different plantations ? 

It is different upon different plantations, fome are more healthy 
iituations than others. 1 

Is not the proportion of the fexes very different upon different 
plantations ? r 

I believe it is ? 

What may be the rate of decreafe where the fexes are nearly 
equal ? 1 

I really do not know. 

You fpoke of the protection of Negro property, did you mean 
protection by the laws ? 

I meant, protected by their mailer; I never knew an inflance 
of any part of their property being taken from them without a 
full conlideration for it. 

. You are . underftood then that the protection you fpoke of 
is not public protection ? r 

I am at a lofs to underfland the queftion. 

You were afked, whether the protection was a protection by 
law, and your anfwer was, that it was a protection by the matter ? 

. 1 have ft ated ^egro property to confift of different matters, it 
is that that I have flated to be under the protection of the mailer, 
and I never knew it interfered with. Is it meant the protection of 
their hogs, the protection of their fowls, of their cattle, of their 
fruit and provifions, that are under the protection of the law ? 

The queftion is generally with rcfpeCt to their property in what¬ 
ever it may confift, whether it be protected by the law ? 

I never knew a court of juftice applied to for protedion of what 
I have flated. 1 am really at a loft to anfwer the queftion. 

You have enumerated various articles of Negro property, and 
you faid of the Negro property in general that it was protected • 
what are the means of protection ? ' 

If the quefiion alluded to were turned to I could perhaps clear it 
ttp, becaufe I do not underfland e articles of their property ;* if 
their mafteis chofe to deprive them of it, and the .Negioes were to 
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apply to a court of juftice to direct their matter to reftore it to them, 
when I left Jamaica there was no aft, that I can recoiled, by which 
the Negro’s evidence would have been taken againft the matter. 

Previous therefore to your leaving Jamaica the Negro had no 
protection for his property againft his matter ? 

Such property as I have ftated he certainly had not; but as it 
is natural to fuppofe every man likes his own intereft, it mutt 
ever be the intereft of the planter to do juftice to his Negroes, 
and therefore all fuch property was held facred by the matter. 

You mentioned the locked jaw as one of the principal caufes of 
the mortality of the infants,—did you ever know any precautions 
taken to prevent that diforder ? 

I have. 

What were they ? 

By lodging the women in convenient and proper places, keep¬ 
ing a proper nurfe with them, and allowing proper clothes for 
the infant. 

What is the reafon that the planters are fo defirous to raife 
children ? 

I anfwer, from twenty-feven years experience, that from every 
thing I could fee it is their intereft fo to do. A Negro born upon 
the property is attached to it much more than it can be fuppofed 
a Negro brought from Africa ever will be, a few cafes excepted. 

The labour therefore of a Creole Slave is much more valuable 
than that of an imported Slave ? 

I confider it fo; not but that if you take a Creole Negro and 
an African Negro of equal age and ftrength, the labour they will 
do in the courle of the day is of the fame value. 

The Creole is equally capable of the labour of that climate ? 

Perfectly. 

Therefore the country might be cultivated by Creole Slaves, 
though not by Europeans, if they could be railed in fufficient 
numbers ? 

No doubt of it. 

When you were alked about the hours of labour, you faid 
that, making allowances for the rainy feafons, the hours of la¬ 
bour upon the average were from nine to ten hours in the twenty- 
four ;—in the rainy feafons they do not work at all ? 

In the rainy feafon, when they are at labour, if the rain falls 
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they are allowed to go into huts built purpofely to prote6l them 
from the weather. 

What number of hours do they work when not interrupted bv 
the weather ? r 

The days and nights there are pretty equal; they come out in 
the morning by day-break, and they return home juft as it is 
growing dark, out of which they have time allowed them for 
their dinner and for their breakfaft. 

Did you ever know an inftance of a male or female Slave com¬ 
plaining of heat ? 

I never did unlefs they were lick. 

Do you, from your long relidence in the illand, conceive it 
poffible to keep up the prefent ftock of Slaves in the illand of 
Jamaica, confidering the various and precarious accidents that 
may anfe in that country, without an annual importation of 
Slaves into the illand ? 

It is not poffible, as far as I am capable of judging. 

The Witnefs was dire&ed to withdraw. 

Then Admiral PHILLIP AFFLECK was called in, and 
being fwom, was examined as follows : 

Have you ever been refident in any of the Britilh Weft India 
illands ? 

I was near three years at Jamaica, being ftationed there. 

From what period to what period ? 

From the beginning of July 1789 to the latter end of May 
1792. 

During your command at Jamaica, did you vifit many of the 
plantations ? 

I was at feveral of them in different parts of the illand. 

Did you vilit as well thole where the proprietors did not relide, 
as thofe where they did ? 

It was very natural for me to vilit thole where they did relide, 
but I vifited feme where they did not. 

Had you opportunities of obferving the general treatment of 
the Slaves upon the feveral plantations which you faw ? 

I made my obfervations wherever I was. 


Was 
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Was that treatment in general mild and humane ? 

Almoft univerfally,—in general it was,—even paternal, t 
thought. 

Did the health and comfort of the Negro feem to be in general 
attended to ? 

Very much fo in all the places I vifited. 

Have you ever feen and examined the hofpitals upon any of 
thefe plantations ? 

I vifited feveral, and I prevailed upon fome of the gentlemen 
to alter the word *« Hot Houfe,” which was the general appella¬ 
tion of them, to that of “ Hofpital or Infirmary.” 

Did they appear to be in general well calculated for the re¬ 
ception of the fick. 

They were not magnificent buildings, but they were as good as 
the other buildings which Negroes inhabit in that country ;—what 
I faw I thought were very good, and I faw none but what were 
thinly inhabited. 

Did the Slaves in general appear to be properly fed and cloathed 
and lodged ? 

I do not know how they were fed, but they looked, wherever 
I was, in good health and in good fpirits ; and at the time that 
they worked the hardeft they were the fatteft. 

From the appearance of the Slaves do you conceive that more 
labour was required of them than they could properly bear ? 

I do not think, by any means, it was at any plantations where 
I was; what may be the cafe with thofe men who live by letting 
out Slaves to work I cannot tell. I do not know whether they 
may overwork them, or not; but I have hired what they call Job 
Slaves myfelf there, to do hedging and ditching and the hk.., 
and I thought they never did more work than I paid money foi. 

Did the Negroes in general appear to be in a defponding ftate, 
or fatisfied with their condition ? 

I never faw any figns of defpondency, I have feen a great deal 
of rioting and frolicking among them. 

Did they appear in general to be happy or other wife, com¬ 
paring their fituation with that of the labouring clalfes of people 
in other countries which you have feen ? 

I think by no means inferior in their fituation to labouring, 
people in other countries where 1 have beenj but on the con- 
■ o traryy 








trary, an emulation between one eftate and another, and valuing 
tliemfelves upon the fuperiority of the condition of the eltate 
where they worked to that of their neighbours, of which I canmve 
an infl-ar.ee-—While my own houfe was under repair, I lived^for 
a confiderable time at a pen, upon an eftate in the fame parilh, 
and the Slaves of a neighbouring eftate which belonged to the 
Duke of Chandos, held all the Negroes of the neighbouring plan¬ 
tations alnioft in contempt, they looked upon tliemfelves fo much 
fupeiior. 

Can the plantations in Jamaica be cultivated by European la¬ 
bour only ? r 

It is impoftible. 

What has been the care taken of children in the feveral nur- 
lenes in the different plantations that you have feen ? 

1 have feen the appearance of the greateft afffeaion and attach¬ 
ment in the children;—1 have feen forty or fifty come out upon a 
plantation where I was, I fo^et the name it was called by • there 
were not lefs than forty or fifty, who, as foon as the matter of the 
eftate came within the rail of the place, all ran, calling him Papa 
papa, and kitting his knees; how far he might be the papa of any 
of them I won’t pretend to fay; I mean to fay, that I favv very 
great care was taken of them. 1 

According to the experience which you have upon the fubjedt, 
what would be the confequence of the abolition of the Slave 
Trade with refpect to the cultivation of the ifland of Jamaica > 

That is a very extenfive queftion, and which I am not equal to 
anfwerj but at the fame time I mutt fay, that having confidered 
of the abolition a good deal, I look upon it as impracticable. I 
have had the care of the coaft round to prevent illicit trade, which 
was one of the articles in my inftructions, and I hold it to be im- 
poflible to prevent the incurfion of veffels in the night from the 
ifland of Cuba, it is natural that the Slaves fliould be imported 
by the Spaniards if we do not import them ourfelves. 


Examined by the Lords. 

Youfaid that you vifited many plantations ? 

I did. 


Did you vilit them unexpectedly ? 

Some of them I did ; bccaufe fome plantations lay in the wav 
to others vvnerc I was not expedted; but in general I was expedtedj 

becaufe 
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tecaufe one cannot travel about that illand without its being 
known. 

The prefence of a gentleman of your diftinction would be a 

controul upon the drivers and the overfeers ? ... 

The drivers are not the people of whom I have been talking; 
the drivers are only as a man drives a team, the head labourei, 
the overfeer, in the abfence of the proprietor, is the man of con- 
fequence, for he is the head manager; the deputy of the propnetor 
I call the overfeer, in the abfence of the matter. 

He would naturally take care to keep every thing offenfive out 

of fight when you vifited ? . , 

It is very natural to fuppofe that he would have the places, and 

every thing in very good order. 

Was vou ever witnefs to a punifhment ? 

Not to any great punilhment. 1 have feen trifling pumlhments 
as I have been riding or walking out in the road in a morning. 

You never faw a confiderable punilhment; 

I never faw one greater than a Weftminfter boy has every 

now and then. 

Was there not a confiderable proportion of Creoles on the Duke 

of Chandos’s eftate ? 

I believe it was very well flocked. 

That I C d re o°no S t i at all know. I do not know that there were i die 
manager of it was a monftrous clever fellow, an aftive little 

man. 

You are underftood to have faid, that it is impoflible to prevent 
the importation of Slaves into Jamaica ? 

I mean fo; I really think fo as a feaman. 

It is taken for granted that you mean by means of a fleet of 

fliips upon the coaft ? 

Yes ; I fpeak profeflionally. 

Do vou conceive that a fleet ever fo large could poflibly pre¬ 
vent the running of Negroes into the lfland of Jamaica. 

Certainly not. 

Having already dated as a profefliolial man that you conceive 
that it is impoflible to prevent the running of Negroes into the 
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ifland of Jamaica,—do your fentiments profeffionally apply to tne 
Windward Iflands in the fame manner ? 

No; I do not think of the Windward Illands while I am 
talking of Jamaica. 1 think the caufes from whence the difficul¬ 
ties would arife different; you might prevent fhips going there by 
taking them. But I muff beg leave to add to my anfwer to that 
queftion, that, admitting that by well watching the ifland round 
with ihips and veflels we could prevent the importation, and 
feizc the velfcls, what would be done with them; are you to 
bring them in, and fell them by public fale if they are leized ? 
they are then a capture that muft come to the Cuftom Houfe. 

Do you conceive that the different foreign iflands to Windward 
could fupply, by fmall veflels, the Britifh Windward iflands with 
Slaves ? 

They would certainly very much ; thofe that were contiguous. 

Did you ufe the plow in the ifland of Jamaica upon your pen, 
or not ? 

I attempted it once. 

Did it fucceed ? 

I borrowed the plow of my neighbour, and upon a very flat 
little corn field that I had, it happened to be in the dry feafon, 
and with eight fleers to a very fmall plow I broke every thing to 
pieces, and was forced to go to the hoe after all. But the plow 
is ufed in many parts—there are two or three people that ufe the 
plow there—and juft at the time that the earth is in a proper 
degree of moifture (if it is too hard or too foft it won’t do) the 
plow is ufed with fuccefs, I believe, in fome flat parts of the 
ifland. 

The Witnefs was diretted to withdraw. 


Then WILLIAM DUNLOP Efq. was called in, and being 
fworn, was examined as follows : 

Do you know whether any Att of Affembly has been lately 
paffed in Jamaica for the further protettion and fecurity of Negro 
Slaves there ? 

I underftand there was one paffed laft year. 

Have you an office copy of any of the atts that have been re¬ 
cently paffed there ? 
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The Witnefs produced a paper, and faid ; 

I know this (producing one) to be the hand writing of the 
Secretary of the lfland of Jamaica j that is the common way of 
authenticating Afts of Aiiembly in Jamaica. 

Then the paper was delivered in, and read as fol¬ 
lows : 

“ Jamaica, Jf. 

* An aft to repeal an aft, entitled, “ An aft to repeal feveral 
“ afts and claufes of afts refpefting Slaves, and for the better 
« order and government of ^Slaves, and for other pur polls " 

C an d alfo to repeal the feveral afts and claufes of afts, which 
C were repealed by the aft entitled as aforefaid; and for con- 
C folidating, and bringing into one aft, the feveral laws re- 
« lating to Slaves, and for giving them further protection 
« and fecurity; for altering the mode of trial of Slaves 
« charged with capital offences; and for other purpofes.’ 

" WHEREAS it is for the public good, that all the laws 
refpefting the order and government of Slaves, Ihould be confo- 
lidated, and brought into one law, in order to prevent confufion, 
and thatjuftice may more effeftually be executed refpefting Slaves: 
And whereas it is found necelfary, for the purpofe of giving 
further fecurity to Slaves, that the mode of trial of Slaves charged 
with capital offences Ihould be altered: And whereas, in order 
thereto, it is necelfary that all the herein-after mentioned laws, 
and claufes of laws, Ihould be repealed; viz. an aft of the .Go¬ 
vernor, Council, and Afiembly of this ifland, entitled. An aft 
« for regulating fervants,’ palled in the year of our Lord one 
thoufand fix hundred and eighty-one •, alfo the 6th claufe of an 
aft of the Governor, Council, and Alfembly, entitled, « A fup- 
< elemental and explanatory aft,’ palfed in the year of our Lord 
one thoufand fix hundred and eighty-three j alfo the ilf, 2d, 3d, 
4th, 5th, 6th, 7th, 8th, 9th, 10th, nth, 12th, 13th, i 4 th, 15th, 
16th, 17th, 18th, 19th, 20th, 21 ft, 22d, 23d, 24th, 25th, 26th, 
27th, 28th, 29th, 30th, 31 If, 32d, 33d, 34th, 35th, 36th, 37th, 
08th, 39th, 40th, 45th, 46th, 47th, 48th, and 49th claufes ot 
one other aft of the Lieutenant Governor, Council, and Afiem- 
bly, entitled, « An aft for the better order and government of 
• slaves,’ palfed in the year of our Lord one thoufand fix hundred 

and ninety-fix j alfo one other aft, entitled, ‘ An aft for the 
1 * more 
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* to prevent their pofiefling arms and ammunition, and going 
« from place to place without tickets; and for preventing the 

* practice of obeah, and to red rain overfeers from leaving the 
« eftates under their care on certain days, and to oblige all Free 

* Negroes, Mulattoes, or Indians, to regifter their names in the 
« veftiy books of the refpeftive paiilhes of this lfland, and to 
« carr y about them the certificate, and wear the badge of their 
« freedom j and to prevent any captain, matter, or fupercargo, 

* of any veffel, bringing back Slaves tranfported off this ifland, 
caffed in the year of our Lord one thoufand feven hundred and 
fixty • alfo one other aft, entitled, ‘ An aft to explain and amend 
‘ an aft, entitled, “ An aft to remedy the evils arifing from 1 ir- 
“ regular affemblies of Slaves, and to prevent their poffeffing 
“ arms and ammunition, and going from place to place without 
«c tickets, and preventing the praftice of obeah, and to reitiam 
« overfeers from leaving the eftates under their care on certain 
.< days, and to oblige all Free Negroes, Mulattoes, and Indians, 

«« to regifter their names in the veftry books of the refpeftive 
«« parifties of this ifland, and to carry about them the certificate, 

« and wear the badge of their freedom, and to prevent any cap- 
« tain, matter, or fupercargo, of any veffel, bringing back 
« Slaves tranfported off this ifland,” paffed in the year of our 
Lord one thoufand feven hundred and fixty-one; alfo one 
other aft, entitled, ‘ An aft to repeal an aft, entitled. An aft 
“ for the more effeftual preventing Negroes and other Slaves 
» from defecting from their owners, and departing from this 
«« ifland in a clandeftine manner, and to pumfh fuch perfons 
“ as fhall be aiding, affift'mg, or abetting, fuch Slaves m their 
« efcape, and for the more effeftual preventing Negroes and 
«< other Slaves from deferting from their owners, and depaiting 
“ from this ifland in a clandeftine manner and to pumfh fuch 
«< perfons as fhall be aiding, aflifting, or abetting fuch S aves in 
- their efcape,” palled in the year of our Lord one thoufand 
feven hundred and feventy-one } alfo one other aft, P^dm 
the year of our Lord one thoufand feven hundred and feventy- 
eight, entitled, ‘ An aft to explain, alter, and amend aii aft, 
< pafled in the year of our Lord one thoufand fix hundred and 

« ninety-fix, entitled, “ An aft for the better order and government 

« of Slaves j” and alfo the thirty-firft claufe of an aft, paffed m 
the vear of our Lord one thoufand feven hundred and eighty, en¬ 
titled ‘ An aft to repeal an aft, entitled, “ An aft to prevent 
c. t he enticing or inveigling of Slaves from the poffeffors, and for 
“ the preventing the tranfportation of Slaves by mortgagors and 
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tenants for life and years, and for regulating the abufes com¬ 
mitted by Slaves j” and alfo one other aft, entitled, ‘ An aft 
to inflift further and other punifliments on the tranfgreflbrs of 
two feveral afts, the one entitled, “ An aft for the better order 
and government of Slaves,” and the other entitled, “ An aft to 
prevent the enticing and inveigling of Slaves from the poflefiors, 
and for the preventing the tranfportation of Slaves by mort¬ 
gagors and tenants for life or years, and for regulating abufes 
“ committed by Slavesj” and alfo one other aft, entitled, * An aft 

* to repeal part of an aft, entitled, “ An aft for the better order 
“ and government of Slavesand alfo of one other aft, en¬ 
titled, * An aft to prevent the enticing or inveigling of Slaves 

* from the poflefiors, and for the preventing the tranfportation 
‘ of Slaves by mortgagors and tenants for life and years, and for 

* regulating abufes committed by Slaves and alfo part of one other 
aft, entitled, * An aft to inflift further and other punifliments on 

* the tranfgreflbrs of two feveral afts, the one entitled, “ An aft for 
“ the better order and government of Slaves,*’ and the other entitled, 

“ An aft to prevent the enticing and inveigling of Slaves from the 
“ poflefiors, and for the preventing the tranfportation of Slaves by 
“ mortgagors, and tenants for life and years, and for regulating 
** abufes committed by Slaves $** and alfo part of an aft, entitled, 

* An aft for the better order and government of Slaves, and to 

* prevent the hiding, concealing, inveigling, detaining, know- 

* ingly harbouring, or employing the Slaves of others; and for 

* preventing the tranfportation of Slaves by mortgagors, and 

* tenants for life and years, and for regulating abufes committed 

* by Slaves ;* and alfo one other aft, entitled, * An aft to repeal 

* feveral afts, and claufes of afts, refpefting Slaves, and for the 

* better order and government of Slaves, and for other purpofes,’ 
palled the twenty-l'econd day of December, in the year of our 
Lord one thoufand feven hundred and eighty-feven : And whereas 
it is necefiary to make further and other provifion for the better 
order and government of Slaves, that juftice may hereafter be more 
effeftually adminiftered ; we therefore, your JMajefty’s dutiful and 
loyal fubjefts, the Afiembly of this your Majefty’s ifland of Ja¬ 
maica, do moft humbly befeech your Majefty that it may be 
enafted j be it therefore enafted by the Lieutenant Governor, 

Council, and Afiembly of the faid ifland, and it is hereby enafted 

and ordained by the authority of the fame. That, from and after Laws, and 
the palling of this aft, all and every the laid herein-before men- t^bl'rt^akd! 
tioned laws, and claufes of laws, and every part thereof, be and 
ftand annulled, repealed, and made void, and are hereby annulled, 

repealed. 
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whether in his or her own right, or as attorhey, guardian, truftee; 
executor, or otherwife, ihall difeard or turn away any fuch Slave 
or Slaves, on account of or by reafon of fuch Slave or Slaves 
being rendered incapable of labour or fervice to fuch matter, 
owner, or pofleflor, by means of ficknefs, age, or infirmity j but 
every fuch matter, owner, or pofleflor as afore fa id, thall be, and 
he is hereby obliged, to keep all fuch Slave or Slaves upon his, 
her, or tlielr properties, ari l to find and provide them with 
wholetome neceflaries of life, and not fuffer fuch Slave or Slaves 
as aforefaid to be in want thereof, or to wander about, or become 
bui thenfotne to others for futlenance, under the penalty of Ten 
Pounds for every fuch offence, to be recovered in a t’ummary man¬ 
ner, before any one juftice of the peace in this ifland; who is 
hereby authorized, empowered, and required, to caufe fuch 
matter, owner, or pofleflor, his, her, or their attorney or agent* 
and fuch other perfons as- he thall judge neeeflary, to be fum- 
moned before him, to enable him to judge and determine of the 
propriety of fuch information, and whether fuch matter, owner, 
or pofleflor, ought to incur the faid penalty; and in the mean 
time, and until fuch trial can be had, the faid juftice of the peace, 
on his own view, or upon the information of any White Perfon, 
upon oath, is hereby empowered and required to take up fuch 
wandering, tick, aged, or infirm Slave or Slaves, and to lodge 
him, her, or them, in the nearett workhoufe, there to be clothed 
and fed, but not worked, at the expence of the matter, owner, 
or pofleflor, until fuch trial as aforefaid can be had $ and if it 
fhall appear to the faid juftice, on fuch trial, that the party or 
parties to complained of is or are guilty of the faid offence, and 
Ihall refute to pay the laid ten pounds, and the fees to fuch work¬ 
houfe for the maintenance of fuch Slave or Slaves, together with 
the charges of the conviction, the faid juftice is hereby required 
and empowered, under the penalty of Twenty Pounds, forthwith, 
by warrant under his hand and feal, directed to the conftable, to 
commit fuch offender or offenders to the common gaol of the 
county or parith where the offence fhall be committed, there to 
remain until he or the thall pay the faid fum of ten pounds, and 
charges as aforefaid -, one moiety of which faid fine thall be paid 
to the informer, and the other moiety thall be paid into the hands 
of the churchwardens of fuch parith, for the poor of faid 
parith; any law, cuftom, or ufage to the contrary notwith- 
ftandmg. 

“ V. And, for the better encouragement of Slaves to do their siare* to be 
duty to their matters, owners, or poffeffors, be it further enabled 

C c by onCi a r taf * 












they {hall bepoflefled of, proper and fufficienttlothfng, to be ap¬ 
proved of by the juftices and veftry of the parifh where fuclt 
matter, owner, or poflefl'or of fuch Slaves refides, under the pe¬ 
nalty of Fifty Pounds. 


VI. And be it further enacted by the authority aforefaid. 


Owners to in- 


fhecShU" That all matters and miftrefles, owners, or, in their abfence, over- 
Keiigion. £ ers c f Slaves, {hall, as much as in them lies, endeavour the in- 
ftryftion of their Slaves in the principles of the Chriftian Religion, 
whereby to facilitate their converfion, and {hall do their utmoft 
endeavours to fit them for baptifm, and as foon as conveniently 
they can, caufe to be baptifed all fuch as they can make fenfible of 
Deity and the Chriftian Faith. a 



VII. And be it further enabled by the authority aforefaid, 


count "of‘pro- That every matter, owner, proprietor, or pqfleffor of Slaves, his 

>ificn ground. or } ier overfeer or chief manager, at their giving in an account of 
their Slaves and ftock to the juftices and veftry, on the twenty- 
eighth day of December in every year, fhall, under the penalty of 
Fifty Pounds for every negleft, alfo give in, on oath, an account 
of the quantity of land in ground provifions, over and above the 
Negro-grounds, upon fucli plantation, pen, or other fettlement, 
where there are lands proper for the cultivation of fuch provifions; 
and, where there are not lands proper for fuch purpofes, then an ac¬ 
count, on oath, of theprovifion made on fuch plantation, pen, or 
other fettlement, or means adopted for the maintenance of the Slaves 
thereon ; and {hall alfo, at the fame time, and under the like pe¬ 
nalty, give in an account, on oath, of the nature and quantity of the 
clothing actually ferved to each Slave on fuch plantation, pen, or 
other fettlement, for the approbation of the juftices and veftry, as 
aforefaid ; and fhall likewife, at the fame time, declare, on oath, that 
he has infpefted the Negro-grounds (where fuch grounds are al¬ 
lotted) of fuch plantation, pen, or fettlement, according to the 
direction of this aft. 

Premium to «« villi And, in order to encourage Slaves for every good and 


1 I tiiiMUM YHI* niJUj I Li uwi vw s.uv.WU^.u^v ^ I J O -' 

i'ormTngo'n* worthy aft that they {hall do, be it further enafted by the autljo- 
runawajs, &c. ^ty aforefaid. That every Slave or Slaves that fhall rake up any 

* ^ 1 • r ' _ yl-_- i* _I—.x.- 


runaway Slave, or inform againft any perfon who lhall have or 
conceal any runaway Slave or Slaves, fo that fuch runaway Slave 
or Slaves may betaken and reftored to his owner or owners ; every 
fuch Slave or Slaves fo informing fhall be entitk l to fuch reward as 
any juftice lhall, in reafon and juftice, think juft and ihtfcmable. 
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and be paid by fuch perfon or perfons as fuch juftice (hall determine’ 
ought to pay the fame* not exceeding Twenty Shillings. 

“ IX. And be it further enabled by the authority aforefaid, The killing o* 
*That if any Slave or Slaves fiiall kill or take any Slave or Slaves rebellious " 1S 
in aCtual rebellion, he or they fhall receive from the churchwar- Slaves reward- 
dens of the refpeClive pari files where fuch Slave or Slaves fhall 
have been killed, the fum of three pounds, and the fum of five 
pounds if taken alive, and a blue cloth coat, with a red crofs on 
the right flioulder, to be paid by the churchwardens of the re- 
fpeCtive parifiies where fuch Slave or Slaves fhall have been killed 
or taken ; the whole expence whereof fhall be re-imbtlrfed by the 
receiver-general for the time being, out of any monies in his 
hands unappropriated. 

“ X. And, in order to prevent any perfbn from mutilating or Perfons mutT- 
difmembering any Slave or Slaves, be ij: further enaCted by the finid S an<nm- 
authority aforefaid. That if any mailer, miftrefs, owner, poffef- pnfohed. 
for, or other perfon whatfbever, fhall, at his, her, or their own 
will and pleaifure, or by his, her, or their direction, or with 
his, her, or their knowledge, fufferance, privity, or confent, 
mutilate or difmember any Slave or Slaves, he, fhe, or they,- 
fhall be liable to be indicted for each offence in the fupreme court 
of judicature, or in any of theaffize courts of this ifland ; and upon 
,conviction fhall be punifhed by fine, not exceeding one hundred 
pounds, and imprifonment, not exceeding twelve months for 
each and every Slave fb mutilated or difmembered j and fuch 
punifhment is declared to be without prejudice to any aflion that 
could or might be brought at common law, for recovery of da¬ 
mages for or on account of the fame: And, in very atrocious 
cafes, where the owner of fuch Slave or Slaves fhall be convicted 
of fuch offence, the court before whom, fuch offender fhall have 
been tried and convicted are hereby empowered, in cafe they fhall Mutilated 
think it neceffary for the future protection of fuch Slave or Slaves, de r ; 

to declare him, her, or them free, and difcharged from all man- cured free, 
ner of fervitude, to all intents and purpofes whatfoever: And in 
all fuch cafes the court are hereby empowered and authoiifed, if 
to them it fhall appear neceffary, to order and direCt the faid fine 
of one hundred pounds to be paid to the juftices and veftry of the 
parifii to which the faid Slave or Slaves belonged, to the ufe of 
the faid pariih, the faid juftices and veftry, in confident ion 
thereof, paying to fuch of the faid Slave or Slaves, fo matte free, 
the lum of ten pounds per annum, for his, her, or their main¬ 
tenance and fupport during life ; and in cafe any Slave or Slaves 
fhall fufter any before defcribed mutilations, fuch Slave or Slaves, 

on 
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on his, her, or their application to any juftice of the peace, the a 
faid juftice of the peace fhall be, and is hereby directed,, required, 
and'empowered, on view and certain conviction "of the fa£t, to 
fend fuch Slave or Slaves to the neareft workhoufe where luch 
offence fhall be committed ; and fuch Slave or Slaves lhall be there 
fafely kept, and carefully attended, at the expence of fuch parifh, 
until fueh time as there may be a legal meeting of the juftices J 
and veftry of fuch parifh; which juftices and veftry fo met are 
hereby created and appointed a council of protection of fuch 
Slave or Slaves: And the faid juftices and veftry fo met are hereby 
directed and empowered to make further and full enquiry, upon 
view, into the commitment of the mutilation of fuch Slave or 
Slaves; and, if to them it fhall appear proper, the faid juftices 
and veftry are hereby empowered and required to profecute^ to 
effect fuch owner or owneis; the expence of'which profecution 
fhall be paid by the parifh where fuch offence fhall be commit^ 
ted : And in cafe the owner or owners of' fuch Slave or Slaves 
fliall appear capable of paying the cofts and charges of fuch before 
mentioned profecution, the laid juftices and veftry aie hereby 
empowered to commence fuit or fuits againft fuch owner or 
owners of fuch Slave or Slaves, and recover all cofts and charges 
out of purfe by them laid out and expended in fiich fuit or fuits : 
And the keeper or fupervifor of the workhoufe where fuch muti¬ 
lated Slave or Slaves fhall have been firft committed, is hereby 
directed and required, upon due notice of the firft meeting of the 
juftices and veftry of the parifh where the offence was committed, 
to produce fuch mutilated Slave or Slaves for the infpeCtion and 
direction of fuch juftices and veftry, under the penalty of Twenty 
Pounds for every negleCt, in not producing before luch juftices 
and veftry fiich Slave or Slaves. 

«« XI. And be it further enaCted by the authority aforefaid, 
That in cafe any juftice of the peace fhall receive any complaint 
or probable intelligence from any Slave or otherwife, that any 
Slave or Slaves is or are fo mutilated, or is or are confined with-* 
out fufficient fupport, it fhall and may be lawful for fuch juftice 
of the peace, and he is hereby empowered and required, forth¬ 
with to iflue his warrant to any conftable, ordering him imme¬ 
diately to proceed to the place where fuch Slave or Slaves fo mu¬ 
tilated are confined, and fuch Slave or Slaves to releafe and bring 
before fuch juftice, who, on view of the faff, is hereby authorized 
to fend fuch Slave or Slaves to the workhoufe for protection, and 
who is there to be kept, but not to be worked, until enquiry 
fliall be made into the fact according :o law. 

“ XII. And 
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«* XII. And be it further enacted by the authority aforefaid, 

That if any perfon hereafter (hall wantonly, willingly, or blood- slaves toft&er 
mindedly, kill, or caufe to be killed, any Negro or other Slave, deat,u 
fuch perfon fo offending (hall, on conviction, be adjudged guilty 
of felony, without benefit of clergy, and {hall fuffer death accord¬ 
ingly, for the faid offence : Provided always. That fuch conviction 
fhall not extend to the corrupting the blood, or the forfeiture of 
lands or tenements, goods or chattels; any law, cuftom, or ufage, 
to the contrary thereof, in anywife notwithftanding. 

** XIII. And be it further enafted by the authority aforefaid, p?rfons cru- 
That, from and after the paffing of this Aft, any perfon or perfons Slaves, how 
that fhall wantonly or cruelly whip, maltreat, beat, bruife, wound, pumfoabie. 
or fhall iniprifon or keep in confinement, without fufficient fup- 
port, any Slave or Slaves, {hall be fubjeft to be indifted for the 
fame in the fupreme court of judicature, or in either of the courts 
of aflize, or courts of quarter feflions in this ifland ; and, upon 
being thereof legally convifted, he, fhe, or they, fhall fuffer fuch 
punifhment, by fine or imprifonment, or both, as the judges or 
juftices of fuch courts fhall think proper to inflift; any law, cuf¬ 
tom, or ufage, to the contrary in anywife notwithflanding: And 
fuch punifliment is hereby declared to be without prejudice to any 
aftion at common law that could or might be brought for the 
recovery of damages for and on account of the fame, in cafe fuch 
Slave or Slaves ftiall not be the property of the offender. 

« XIV. And, in order to reftrain arbitrary punifliment, be it Arbitrary pu . 
further enafted by the authority aforefaid. That no Slave on any SiSned.* 
plantation or fettlement, or in any of the woi hhoufes or gaols in 
this ifland, fhall receive more than ten la flies at one time, and for 
one offence, unlefs the owner, attorney, guardian, executor, or 
adminiftrator, or overfeer of fuch plantation or fettlement, having 
fuch Slave in his care, or fupervifor of fuch workhoufe, or keeper 
of fuch gaol, (hall be prefent > and that no fuch owner, attorney, 
guardian, executor, adminiftrator, or overfeer, fupervifor, or gaol- 
keeper, ftiall, on any account, punifh a Slave with more tharl 
thirty-nine lafhes at one time, and for one offence, nor inflift, or 
fuffer to be inflifted, fuch laft-mentioned punifliment, nor any 
other number of lafhes in the fame day, nor until the delinquent 
has recovered from the effefts of any former punifhment, under 
the penalty of Ten Pounds for every offence, to be recovered 
again ft the perfon directing or permitting fuch punifliment. 

XV. And whereas a mifehievous praftice hath fometimes 
prevailed of puniftiing ill-difpofed Slaves, and fuch as are apt to GtUcr chains 
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abfeond from their owners, by fixing, or caufing to be fixed, 
round the necks of fuch Slaves an iron collar with projecting 
bars or hooks to prevent the futuie deiertion of fuch Slaves, be 
it further enaCted by the authority aforefaid. That fuch practice 
is hereby declared to be utterly unlawful, and that no perfon 
fhall, on any pretence whatfoever, under the penalty of Fifty 
Pounds, punifh any Negro or other Slave, whether his own 
property or otherwife, by fixing, or caufing to be fixed, any 
iron or other collar round the neck of fuch Slave, or by loading 
the body or limbs of fuch Slave, for any offence whatfoever, with 
chains, irons, or weights of any kind, other than fuch as are ab- 
folutely neceflary for fecuring the perfon of fuch Slave; and all 
and every the juftices of the peace, within this ifland, are hereby 
authorifed,. directed, and required, under the penalty of One 
hundred Pounds, on information and view of fuch offence, to 
order fuch collar, chains, irons, or weights to be immediately 
taken off from the Slave or Slaves wearing or bearing the fame. 

“ XVI. And whereas, from the deceafe and removal of refi- 
dence of many propiietors of Slaves and other circumflances, and 
from the manumiffion of Negro, Mulatto, and other Slaves, 
without any fuitable provifion being made for their future main¬ 
tenance, many unhappy objects, affliCted with contagious diftem- 
pers, or di fabled from labour by ficknefs, old age, and otherwife, 
and having no owners, prove dangerous, or become a burthen and 
nuifance to the feveral towns and pariflies of this ifland : For 
remedy whereof, be it further enaded by the authority aforefaid. 
That the juftices and veftrymen of the feveral towns and parifhes 
in this ifland be empowered, and they are hereby empowered, to 
lay a tax upon the inhabitants of the laid feveral towns and pa- 
rilhes, in the fame manner as the parochial taxes are ufuallv laid, 
for the purpofe of railing fuch a fum as they fhall judge fufficient 
to provide tor the maintenance, clothing, medical care, and at¬ 
tendance, in the woikhoules or other convenient places of the 
faid feveral towns and parifhes of this illand, of fuch Ne^ro, 
Mulatto, or other Slaves, or other unhappy objeds as afoiefaid : 
And the magiftrates refpedively of fuch town and parilh are 
hereby empowered and required, upon application being made to 
them, or either of them, to order all fuch objeds as afoiefaid to 
be removed and conveyed to the refpedive workhoufes of each 
pari fit where (if a Have) the former proprietor or propiietors, 
owner or owners, of fuch Slave lived or i elided ? or if a perfon 
of Colour made free, where the perfon or per funs who mi nu¬ 
llified 
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miietl or let free fuch perfon of colour refided before his deccafe, 
here to be lodged and taken care of as aforefaid : And the ma- 
gittrates and veftries of the feveral towns and parilhes as aforefaid 
are hereby empowered and required to make from time to time 
all fuch humane and ialutary regulations for the purpofes afore¬ 
faid, as to them lhall appear neceffary and expedient . 1 

• XV . n - A nd whereas k is abfolutely neceffary that the Slaves 
m this lfland ihould be kept in due obedience to their owners, and 
in due fubordmation to the White People in general, and as much 

Slave/rn P ° W ? ° f ^ means and opportunities of 

Slaves committing rebellious confpiracies and other crimes to the 

rum and deftrudion of the White People and others in this ifland, 
prevented, and that proper punilhments Ihould be appointed for 
all crimes to be by them committed, be it further enaifted by the 
authority aforefaid That no Slave, fuch only excepted as are 
g ingvwth firewood, grafs, fruit, provifion, or fmall ftock and 
other goods, which they may lawfully fell, to market, and re- 
turning therefrom, fhall hereafter be fuffered or permitted to go 
ou of^s or her mafter or owner’s plantation or fettlement, or 

b V ff tOW ? • 01 P I ace t0 another * unIcrs f " ch Slave 
ftiall have a ticket from his mafter, owner, employer, or overfcer 

exprefling particularly the time of fuch Slave’s Ling out, and 

where he or flie is going, and the time limited for his or her 

c C .^ rn A U fl der , a P enalt y not exceeding Forty Shillings for every under penalty 
S ave fo offending, to be recovered from the mafter, owner em 
ployer, or overfeer, in a fummary manner, before any one juftice 
of the peace by warrant of diftrefs, complaint being made to 
him upon oath unleft the mafter, owner, employer, Sr overfeer 

nenr V!? Ve F ° Ve ’ Up ° n ° atfl * bcfore ™y juftice of the 
peace of the panfh or precinct where fuch mafter, owner, em¬ 
ployer, or overfeer, may or fhall live or happen to be, that he 
did give the faid Slave fuch ticket as aforefaid, or that fuch Slave 
went away without his con fen tj and if fuch juftice fhall refuie 
01 negleft his duty, either in caufing the penalty to be forthwith 
levied, on complaint being made tS him as aforefaid, on the 
ownei, oveifeer, or any oeher perfen, who fhall fuffer a Slave 
being under his or their direftion, to go without a ticket as afore’ 
laid, every juftice lo offending fliali forfeit the fum of Five 

i“g! ^ ,aW> CUft ° m ' ° r « ufa S e ’ ‘ho contrary notvSh! 

'tk\? VII i?' f^ nd be 1 ! further e « a <^ed by the authority aforefaid 
That for the future, all Slaves in this ifland fhall be allowed the 
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ufual number of holidays that were allowed at the ufual feafons pf 
Chriftmas, Eafter, and Whitfuntide: Provided, That at every 
fuch refpeaive feafon, no two holidays (hall be allowed to follow 
or fucceed immediately one after the other, except at Chultmas, 
when they fhall be allowed Chriftmas-day, and alto the day im¬ 
mediately Weeding 5 any law, cuftom, or utage, to the contrary 
notwithftanding: And if any mafter, owner, guardian, or at-* 
torney. Of any plantation or fettlement, or the overfeer of fuel, 
plantation or fettlement, fhall prefume, at the feafons aforefaid, 
to allow any holidays to any Slave belonging to any fuch planta¬ 
tion or fettlement, other than as direfted by this aft to be given, 
every perfon fo offending fhall forfeit the fum of Five Pounds. 

«« XIX. And whereas it hath been ufual and cuftomary with 
the planters in this ifland, to allow their Slaves one day in every 
fortnight to cultivate their own provifion grounds (cxcluhve of 
Sundays), except during the time of crop; but the fame nqt 
being compulfory, be it therefore enaded by the authority afore- 
siaves allowed faid. That the Slaves belonging to, or employed on, every plan- 
rv n e e rv d fcrt in tation or fettlement, fhall, over and above the holidays herein- 
nigirf. ' before mentioned, be allowed one day in every fortnight to culti¬ 
vate their own provifion grounds, exdufive of Sundays, except 
during the time of crop, under the penalty of Fifty Pounds, to 
be recovered againft the overfeer or other perfon having the care 

r- of fuch Slaves. 

Time allowed «« XX. And be it further enacted by the authority aforefaid, 
for breakf.;ft, That ey F j e jd slave on fuch plantation or fettlement fhall, on 
workdays, be allowed,, according to cuftom, half an hour for 
breakfaft, and two hours for dinner ; and that no Slaves fhall be 
compelled to any manner of field work upon the plantation before the 
hour of five in the morning, or atter the hour of feven at nig , 
except during the time of crop, under the penalty of Fifty Pounds, 
to be recovered againft the overfeer, or other perfon having the 
care of fuch Slaves. 

“ XXI. And be it further enabled by the authority aforefaief, 
iawiui afiem- That if any mafter, owner, guardian, or attorney of any planta- 
biies of slaves. t j on or fettlement, fhall hereafter fufier any ftrange Slaves, exceeding 
twelve in number, to afieinble together and beat their military- 
drums, or blow their horns or llu-lls upon any plantation, perf, 
or fettlement, or in any yard or place under his, hei, or tui , 
care or management, or fhall not endeavour to dilperle or pi event 
the fame, by immediately giving notice thereof to ihe next nv»S*^ 
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ftr&te or commiflioned officer, that a proper force may be fent to 
difperfe the faid Slaves, every fuch matter, owner, guardian, or 
attorney, fhall, for every fuch offence, upon conviction thereof 
i/})on an indiament in the fupretne court of judicature, or courts 
of affize, pay a fine of Fifty Pounds to his Majetty, his heirs and 
lucceffors, for and towards the fuppoit of the government of this 
ifiand^ and the contingent charges thereof: Provided ntverthelefs. 

That information of fuch offence (hall be made, upon oath, before 
any of his Majetty’s juttices of the peace, within the fpace’of five 
days after the com million of fuch offence. 1 

XXII. And be it further enabled by the authority aforefaid civil or mii;- 
That all officers, civil and military, fiiall be, and are hereby cm- loVllV 
poweied and required, to enter into any plantation, fettlement fu . ch affemi 
or other place, to difperfe all fuch unlawful afiemblies, and to h''”* 
juppiefs and prevent all unlawful drummings or other noife as 
before mentioned; any law, cultom, or ufage, to the contrary 
notwithftanding. 3 


XXIII. And whereas it has been found by experience, that 
rebellions have been often concerted at Negro dances, and nightly 
meetings of the Slaves of different plantations, when fuch Slaves 
are generally intoxicated; and as it has been found alibi that thofe 
meetings tend much to injure the healths of Negroes; be it there¬ 
fore enaaed by the authority aforefaid. That if any overfeer, or in Owfter,. 
his abfence, any book-keeper, or other white perfoil, having the *,ch"ff™ ffer 
caie and management of any plantation or fettlement lhall fuffer blies * to t* 
any Slaves to affemble together, and beat their military drums imprifone<l ‘ 
or blow their horns- or Ihells, every fuch overfeer, book-keeper* 
or othei white perfon fo offending, (hall, for every fuch offence 
upon convitlion thereof, upon an indiament in the fupieme 
court of judicature, or before the juttices of affize, fuffer fix 
months imprifonment, without bail or mainprize: Provided in- 
formation ismade, upon oath as aforefaid, before one of his Ma- 
jefty^s juftfces of the peace, within five days after the commiffton of 
fuch offence: And provided always neverthelefs, that noting Pr0tifo 
herein contained lhall be conftrued to prevent any matter owner 
or proprietor of any plantation or fettlement, or the’overfeer 
thereof, from granting liberty to the Slaves of fuch plantation or 
fettlement only for affembling together upon fuch plantation or 
fettlement, and playing and diverting themfelves in any innocent 
amulements, fo as they do not make ufe of military drums, horns, 
or IhelL; but that they fhall and may grant fuch liberty when 
and as often as they pleaie, any thing in this, or any other 
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to the contrary notwithftanding: Provided, That fuch amufe- 
ments are put an end to by twelve of the c.ock at night. 

Negro burials “ XXIV. And, in order to prevent riots and '^lymeetings 

to be in day- g Neero and other Slaves, to the diftnrbance of the public 

nTace S and the endangering their healths, be it further enafted by 

5 "uthority aforefail That all Negro burials (hall» future 

olacein the day-time only, fo that the fame may be ended before 
Kinfet; and if any matter, owner, or potfeffor of Slaves, his or 
her overfeer, or chief manager, (hall knowingly fitter or permit 
the burial of any Slave otherwife than as before directed, he fh 
forfeit the fum of Fifty Pounds. 

cc XXV. And be it further enabled by the authority aforefmd. 
That if any Indian, Free Negro, or Mulatto, (hall hereafter fuffer 
any unlawful affembly of Slaves at his or her houfe or fettle- 
ment, every fuch Indian, Free Negro* or Mulatto, /hall, upon due 
conviaion thereof, fuffer imprifonment, not exceeding fix months. 
Provided neverthelefs, that information thereof fhall be given, on 
oath, within five days of fuch unlawful meeting. 

“ XXVI. And be it further enaaed by the authority afore- 
faid. That all Slaves who (hall hereafter be found to have in his 
or their cuftody, any fire-arms, gun-powder, flugs, or ball, fach 
Slave being thereof conviaed, before two juttices, fliall fuff r 
fuch punlment as the faid juftices (hall think proper to infliCt, 
by whipping or hard labour in the workhoufe, not exceeding the 

term of fix months. 

«« XXVII. And be it further enaaed by the authority aforefaid. 
That if any Slave (hall offer any violence, by ftnking or others 
wife t to any white perfon, fuch Slave, upon dufejnd proper proof, 
S upon conviaion, be punched with death, tranfportatron 
or confinement to hard laKour not exceedmg tWo years c^ 
otherwife, as the court (hall, in their difcretion, think proper *© 
inflia; provided fuch linking or conflia be not by command of 
his or their owners, overfeers, or perfon s entrufted over them, or 
in the lawful defence of their owners perfons or goods. 

cc XXVIII. And be it further enaaed by the authority afore¬ 
faid That any Slave or Slaves who (hall knowingly harbour or 
conceal any run-away Slave or Slaves, (hall be habfe to be tad 
for the fame at the Slave-court herein-alter appointed, and on 
conviaion fuffer fuch punilhment as the ,offices_of the (atd court 
lhall think proper to inflia, not extending to life or lim . 
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u XXIX. And whereas it is very dangerous to the peace and ^£ e a , r * ur a 
fafety of this ifland to fuffer Slaves to continue out as runaways, away*, 
and it is abfolutely necefiary to declare and make known to the 
publick what Slaves fliall be deemed fuch j be it therefore enacted 
by the authority aforefaid, That, from and after the palling of 
this aft, any Slave or Slaves who fliall be abfent from his owner 
or employer, without leave, for the fpace of ten days, and who 
(hall be found at the diflance of eight miles from the houfe, 
plantation, or other fettlement, to which he, flie, or they be¬ 
long, without a ticket or other permit to pafs, except as before 
excepted, in going to and returning from market, fliall be deemed 
a runaway. 

** XXX. And be it further enafted by the authoiity aforefaid. Reward for 
That any perfon whatfoever, who fliall apprehend fuch Slave or run * 
Slaves, fliall, for every one fo apprehended, be entitled to receive 
from the owner, employer, overfeer, or manager of fuch Slave 
or Slaves, the fum of Tim Shillings, and no more, befides mile- 
money, at the rate of One Shilling per mile for the firfl five miles, 
and Sixpence per mile afterwards : Provided fuch Slave or Slaves 
had absented him, her, or themfelves, ten days without the pri¬ 
vity, knowledge, or confent, of the proprietor, overfeer, or other 
white perfon, refiding on the plantation or fettlement to which 
Slave or Slaves fhall belong j which time of abfence of fuch 
Slave or Slaves (hall be declared on the oath of fuch proprietor, 

Overfeer, or other white perfon as aforefaid, if the party taking 
up fuch Slave or Slaves fhall require it: but it is the true intent 
and meaning of this aft, that every perfon or perfons who fhall 
apprehend any Slave or Slaves that ufually refide in, or are em¬ 
ployed in, any of the towns of this ifland, and that at the time are 
aftually run away or abfent from their owner, employer, or ma¬ 
nager’s fervice ten days, fhall be entitled to the reward of Ten 
Shillings, although the # Slave or Slaves Ihould not be eight miles 
•diftant from their employer’s habitation : Provided neverthelefs, p,ovifo. 
That nothing in this aft contained fliall be eonftrued to extend 
to an allowance of the faid fum of Ten Shillings and mile money, 
in addition to the film allowed to Maroon Negroes for apprehend¬ 
ing runaways j and provided alfo, that it is not hereby iutended to 
deprive the faid Maroons of their legal and eftabliihed reward of 
Forty Shillings for each Negro. 

«* XXXI. And be it further enafted by the authority afore- 
faid, That the perfon or perfons fo apprehending fuch Slave or ^fpofedef. 
Slaves, fhall convey him, her, or them, to their refpeftive owner, 
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employer, or manager, or to the workhoufe of fuch parifh, if any 
workhoufe is eftablifhed there; and in cafe of there being no 
workhoufe to the next gaol, in cafe the owner, employer, or ma¬ 
nager of luch Slave or Slaves lhall refufe to pay the faid fum of 
ten lhillings and mile-money as aforefaid, or take the oath as to 
the time of abfence; in which cafe the gaol or workhoufe keeper 
is hereby required and ordered to receive fuch Slave or Slaves into 
his or their cuftody, and to pay the party delivering fuch Slave or 
Slaves the faid fum of ten (hillings and mi'e money as aforefaid, 
and no more, for each Slave fb delivered, under the penalty of 
Five Pounds : Provided neverthelefs. That if fuch Slave or Slaves 
is or are brought to any gaol or workhoufe by any White Perfon, 
Free Negro, Free Mulatto, or Indian,- no gaoler or workhoufe- 
keeper fliall pay fuch fum before fuch perfon fhall have taken an 
oath, (which oath fuch gaoler or workhoufe keeper is hereby re¬ 
quired, under the penalty of Five Pounds, to file in his office and 
produce whenever thereunto required by the owner or pofTeffor of 
fuch Slave or Slaves), that the Slave or Slaves fb apprehended was 
or were at the reputed diftance of eight miles from the houfe, 
plantation, or fettlemenr, to which fuch Slave or Slaves do belong 
(except as before is excepted), and that fuch Slave or Slaves had 
no ticket or other permit in writing from his mafier, miftrefs, 
overfeer, employer, or manager, at the time fuch Slave or Slaves 
was or were apprehended, for him, her, or them, to pafs unmo- 
lefted, and that the faid Slave or Slaves had been carried firft to 
the owner, employer, or manager, of fuch Slave or Slaves (pro¬ 
vided fuch owner, employer, or manager, fhall be in the parifh 
in which fuch Slave or Slaves fhall be apprehended), and that the 
mafier, miftrefs, overfeer, or manager, had refufed to pay for 
the apprehending him, her, or them, according to the intent and 
meaning of this aft. 

“ XXXII. And be it further enacted by the authority afore¬ 
faid, That no ticket fhall be granted to any Slave or Slaves for 
any time exceeding one calendar month. 

“ XXXIII. And be it further enafted by the authority afore¬ 
faid, That on the twenty-eighth day of December in every year 
(the time of giving in as aforefaid), or within thirty days after 
the owner, overfeer, or manager, of every plantation, pen, or 
fettlement, fhall give in, on oath, an account of all the births 
and deaths of the Slaves of fuch plantation, pen, or fettlement, 
for the preceding year, under the penalty of Fifty Pounds, to be 
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recovered froirv 1 the ovvner of fuch plantation, pen, oi other 
fettlement. ♦ . r . ■ 

. XXXIV. Arid be it further enaCted by the authority afore- career w 
£fid, That if the not giving in upon oath fuch feveral accounts JX 
fhnlbbe owing to the negleCt of the overfeer or manager of lucll 
pfdfhation, pen,‘or other lettlement, it (hall and may be lawful 
fbh tlfe Owner, proprietor, or poflefior, of fuch plantation, pen, 
oY other fettlement, to Hop and detain the penalty he or (he ihall 
fiiffer by this law, out of the wages of fuch overfeer or manager. 

“ XXXV. And be it further enaCed by the authority afore- 
(aid. That the doCtor or furgeon of every plantation, pen, or count of Slaves 
other fettlement, (hall, on the twenty-eighth day of December in djms * 
every year, (the time of giving in as aforefaid), 01 within thiity 
days after, give in an account, on oath, of the deaths of fuch 
(laves as have died in the preceding year, or during fuch time as 
luch doctor or furgeon hath had the care of the olaves on fuch 
plantation, pen, or other fettlement, with the caufe of fuch 
deaths to the belt of his knowledge, judgment, and belief, under 
the penalty of One hundred Pounds for eveiy neglect: And in ^^'toYcn_ 
cafe it (hall appear to the fatisfaCion of the juftices and veftry, create of 
from the return of the owner, overfeer, or manager aforefaid, 0 4 " s * 
that there has been a natural encreafe in the number of Slaves on 
any fuch plantation, pen, or other fettlement, the overfeer (hall 
he entitled to receive from the owner or proprietor of fuch plan¬ 
tation, pen, or other lettlement, the fum of three pounds foi 
i every Slave born on fuch plantation, pen, or othei lettlement, 
in the time aforefaid, and which (hall be then living, after de¬ 
ducing the deceeafe-j and the owner or proprietor of fuch plan¬ 
tation, pen, or other fettlement, Ihall have a deduction from the 
fit ft of his or her public taxes that (hall become due, of the fum 
i"o paid to the overleer, oil producing a certificate of the juftices 
and veftry of fuch encreafe, and a receipt of the overfeer for the 
(urn fo paid. 

XXXVI. And, in order that further encouragement may be Further en¬ 
liven to the encreafe and protection of Negro infants, be it fur- 
ther enaCted by the authority aforefaid. That every female Slave, slaves, 
who (hall have fix children living, (hall be exehipted from hard 
labour in the field or otherwife, and the owner or poffeflor of 
every fuch female Slave (hall be exempted from all manner of 
taxes for fuch female Slave, any thing in the aft commonly called 
the Poll Tax Law, or any other of the tax laws of this ifland 
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pafTed, or annually to be parted, to the contrary notwithftanding; 
and a deduction rtiall be made for all fuch female Slaves from the 
taxes of fuch owner or poffeffor, by certificate of the juftices and 
veftry at the fame time, and in manner as directed in the cafe of 
an annual increafe of the number of Slaves as aforefaid: Provided 
neverthelefs. That proof be given, on oath, to the fatisfaCiion of 
the faid juftices and veftry, not only that the requifite number of 
children, together with the mother, are living, but alfo that the 
mother is exempted from all manner of field or other hard labour, 
and is provided with the means of an eafy and comfortable main¬ 
tenance. 

“ XXXVII. And whereas, the more effectually to conceal run¬ 
away Slaves, or prevent their being apprehended, tickets are 
given by Indians, Free Negroes, or Free Mulattoes, be it there¬ 
fore enaCted by the authority aforefaid. That any Indian, Free 
Negro, or Mulatto, granting or giving fuch ticket with fuch 
intent, fhall be deemed guilty of forgery, and fhall be liable to be 
tried for the faid offence before the fupreme court of judicature, 
or in either of the courts of aflize in this irtand where the offence 
fhall be committed; and on conviction fhall fuffer the lofs of 
freedom, tranfportation, or fuch other puniftiment as the court, 
in their diferetion, ftiall think proper to infliCt. 

“ XXXVIII. And be it further ena&ed by the authority afore¬ 
faid, That if fuch ticket fhall be granted or given by any White 
Perfon, with fuch intent as aforefaid, to any Slave or Slaves, be¬ 
fore or after his or their abfenting themfelves from their owner, 
employer, overfcer, or manager, fuch White Perfon fhall be deemed 
guilty of forgery, and fhall be liable to be tried for the fame before 
the fupreme court of judicature, or either of the aflize courts of 
this ifland, where the offence fhall be committed, and on con¬ 
viction fhall fuffer fuch punifhment as the court, in their dif¬ 
eretion, fhall think proper to infliCt. 

** XXXIX. And, to the end that the owners and proprietors 
of runaway Slaves may have a due knowledge where fuch Slaves 
are confined, after their being apprehended and fent to any work- 
houfe or gaol in this ifland, in order that fuch owners and pro¬ 
prietors may apply for fuch Slaves; be it further enaCted by the 
authority atorelaid. That, from and after the parting of this aft, 
aJl and every the keepers of the workhoufes or gaol-keepers in 
any of the parifhes of this ifland, fhall, and they are hereby 
obliged, once in every week, to advertife in the Gazette of Saint 
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Jago de la Vega, the Royal Gazette of Kingfton, and the Corn¬ 
wall Chronicle, the heighth, names, marks, and fex, and alfo 
the country, where the fame can he afcertained, of each and every 
runaway Slave then in their cuftody, together with the time of 
their being fent into cuftody, and the name or names of the 
owner or owners thereof, if known, and that upon oath, under 
the penalty of Ten Pounds for every Slave fo negle< 5 ted by him 
to be advertifed; and for the expence of fuch advertifement they, 
the laid workhoufe-kcepers or gaol-keepers, fhall and may, and 
they are hereby authorized, to charge the owner or proprietor of 
fuch runaway Slaves, fo advertifed, at and after the rate of one 
milling and three-pence per month for each paper, and no more; 
and that it fhall and may be lawful for the keeper of the work- detain tiitm 
houfc or gaol-keeper to detain and keep in his or their cuftody 
iuch runaway Slave or Slaves fo brought unto him or them, until 
the owner or owners thereof, or fome perfon on their behalf pro¬ 
perly authorized, fhall pay unto him or them what he or they fo 
paid to the perfon or perfons who apprehended and brought fuch 
blave oi Slaves into cuftody, with two {hillings and fixpence in 
the pound for laying out his or their money, the coft of adver- 
tifing, after the rate above-mentioned, and fixpence for every 
twenty-tour hours fuch Slave or Slaves fhall have been in cuftody 
for maintenance, and two-pence per day for medical care and ex¬ 
traordinary nourifhment where neceflary, and alfo the charges of 
advertifing above diredted, and no other fees whatever; and that 
the gaoler, workhoufe-keeper, or fupervifor, and no other per¬ 
fon, fhall atteft, upon oath, that the charges in the account for at,eft the 
mile-money, and the reward for apprehending fuch Slave, were 
actually paid to the perfon who brought fuch runaway, and that &c * 
the whole of the charges in the faid account are ftri&ly con¬ 
formable to this law. 

And be it further enadted by the authority aforefaid a ®°'? them 
That the keeper of every workhoufe or gaol in this ifland fhall’ provifions * 
under the penalty of Ten Pounds for every negledt, provide and 
give to eveiy Slave confined in fuch workhoufe or gaol, a f’ufiicient 
quantity of good and wholefome provifions daily; that is to fay, 
not lefs than one quart of unground Guinea or Indian corn, or 
three pints of the flour or meal of either, or three pints of wheat 
flour, or eight full grown plantains, or eight pounds of cocoas or 
yams, and alfo one herring or fhad, or other falted provifions 
equal thereto. r 

XLI. And be it further enabled by the authority aforefaid, and not hire 
That no gaol-keeper in this ifland, or any perfon a&ing under ,hem ° nt ' 
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Slaves), being duly convifted thereof, fhall fuffer death, or trans¬ 
portation for life, as the court (hall determine ; any thing in this 
or any other aft to the contrary notwithftanding. 

“ XLVI. And whereas great number of horned cattle, fheep, 
goats, horfes, mares, mules, and afles, are frequently ftolen and j n poflcirion of 
killed by Negro and other Slaves in fo fecret and private a man- t ? e r f 0 ? U freoT 
ner that it is with the greateft difficulty they can be found out meat, 
and difcovered in fuch manner as to convict them of fuch offence, 
although large quantity of beef, mutton, and the flefh of other 
valuable animals, are found upon him, her, or them ; in order, 
therefore, to prevent fuch evils in future, and to punifh the per¬ 
petrators of fuch afts agreeably to their crimes, be it further 
enafted by the authority aforefaid. That if any Negro or other 
Slave fhall fraudulently have in his, her, or their cuftody or pof- 
feffion, unknown to his or her matter, owner, overtter, or other 
perfon who (hall have the overlooking or employing of fuch 
Slave, any frefh beef, veal, mutton, or goat, or the flefh of 
horfe, mare, mule, or afs, in any quantity exceeding five and 
not exceeding twenty pounds weight, fuch Negro or other Slave, 
upon due conviftion thereof before any two magift rates, fir all be 
whipped in fuch manner as fuch magiftrates fhall direft, not ex¬ 
ceeding thirty-nine lafhes; and if there fhall be found in his, 
her, or their cuftody or poffeffion, a larger or greater quantity 
than twenty pounds weight of frefh beef, veal, mutton, or goat, 
or the flefti of horfe, mare, mule, or afs, and fuch Slave (hall 
not give a fatisfaftory account how he or fiie became pofleffed of 
fuch meat, that then fuch Negro or other Slave, upon conviftion 
thereof, fhall fuffer fuch punifliment as the faid two juttices fhall 
think proper to direft, not extending to life, or impnfonment for 
life. 

“ XLVII. And be it further enafted by the authority afore- 
faid, That if any Negro or other Slave fhall, after the palling of how puniihed. 
this aft, fteal any fuch horned cattle, fheep, goat, horfe, mare, 
mule, or afs, or fhall kill any fuch horned cattle, fheep, goat, 
horfe, mare, mule, or afs, with intent to fteal the whole carcafs 
of any fuch horned cattle, fheep, goat, horfe, mare, mule, or 
afs, or any part of the flefii thereof, fuch Negro or other Slave 
fhall, on conviftion thereof, fuffer death, or luch other punifh- 
ment as the court fhall think proper to inflict. 

« XLVIII. And whereas it is neceffary to declare how and in 
what manner Slaves fhall be tried for the feveral crimes which hied. 
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they may hereafter commit, be it enafted by the authority afore- 
faid. That, from and after the pafling of this a£t, upon complaint 
made to any juftice of the peace ot any felony, burglary, rob- 
beiy, burning of houles, cane-pieces, rebellious confpiracies, 
compafling or imagining the death of any White Perfon or Per- 
fons, or any other offence whatfoever committed by any Slave or 
Slaves, that fhall fubjea fuch Slave or Slaves to fuffer death or 
tranfportation, fuch juftice fhall ifiue out his warrant for appre¬ 
hending fuch offender or offenders, and for all perfons to be 
brought before him, or any other juftice of the peace, that can 
give evidence j and the evidence of Slaves againft one another, in 
this and all other cafes, fhall be received and if upon examina¬ 
tion it appears probable that the Slave or Slaves apprehended is or 
are guilty, the juftice before whom fuch examination fhall be had 
and taken, fhall commit him, her, or them to prifon, and bind 
over the witnefles to appear at a certain day, not lefs than ten 
days from the day on which the complaint fhall be made, and at 
the place where the quarter feflions are ufually held, and where 
there are no quarter feflions held, at the place where the parochial 
bufinefs is uf ually tranfadfed, and fhall certify to two other juftices 
of the peace the caufe of fuch commitment, and require them, 
by virtue of this a£ 1 , to affociate themfelves to him, which laid 
juftices are hereby feverally required to do, under the penalty of 
Twenty Pounds for every neglect or refufal and the faid juftices, 
fo aflociated, fhall ifiue out their warrant to fummon twelve per- 
fbns, fuch as are ufually warned and empanelled to ferve on juries 
(the mafter, owner, or proprietor, of the Slave or Slaves fo com¬ 
plained of, or the attorney, guardian, truftee, overfeer, or book¬ 
keeper of fuch mafter, owner, or proprietor, or the perfon pro- 
fecuting, his or her attorney, guardian, truftee, overleer, or book¬ 
keeper, always excepted), perfonally to be and appear before the 
faid juftices at the day and place aforefaid, to be exprefled in fuch 
warrant, and between the hours of eight and twelve in the fore¬ 
noon, when and where the laid perfons fo warned are hereby fe¬ 
verally required to attend under the penalty of Five Pounds; and 
when and where the faid juftices fhall caufe the faid Slave or 
Slaves, fo complained of, to be brought before them, and there¬ 
upon nine of the faid perfons fo fummoned as aforefaid fhall 
compofe a jury to try the faid Slave or Slaves, and fhall by the 
laid juftices (the charge or accufation being firft read) be fworn to 
try the matter before them, and to give a true verdi £1 according to 
evidence; and fuch charge or accufation fhall be deemed valid, if 
fufficient in fubftance; and if the faid jurors fhall, upon hearing 
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tile evidence, unanimoufly find the faid Slave or Slaves guilty of 
the offence wherewith he, (he, or they, (fend charged S t |re Ud 
jufbces (hall give fentence of death, without benefit of derev 
01 tranfportation, or confinement to hard labour for anv limited 
time not exceeding two years, according to the nature of the 
ofience, and (hall caufe fuch fenteiice to be carried into execution 
and at fuch time and place as they (hall think proper, women with 
child only excepted, whole execution (half be refnited until a rca- 
onabh time after delivery: Provided always neveithelefs That 
at every court of quarter feffions held in each and every nariftor 
] lecinft within this ffland, the juftices there affembled fhall and 
Piay. after the nfual bufinefs of the faid court (lldl be done form 
emfelves into a court for the ]>urpofe of enquiring into bearing 
and determining all manner of ounces for whidi anj Slave or' 

Slaves are liable to be punilhed with death, or tranfiTJarion ™ 
confinement to hard labour as aforefeid, and (hall open the fifid 
court by proclamation, declaring the fame to be a Slave-court for 

and 1 ;£Tr fe ’ and lh - a I on the like charge in writing 

nd in like manner, in all other refpe&s as the three juftices a f- 

fociated and met as herein-before mentioned are by this aft di 

reded to proceed in the trial of Slaves for fuch offences proceed 

or pr^ina of ah ‘V* 0 ' ""****• withi " tl * 
or precind of a11 and every Slave and Slaves who (hall or mav 

S e " be m , the c , uftod y of Ac marlhal or keeper of the workhoufe 7 

forth >i ach a r d e ^ ery panfh or P recin< ^ as aforefaid, and fhall 
forthwith caufe a jury, confiftmg of nine jurors, to be called and 

taken fiom the pannel returned to the faid court of quarter fef 
fions, and fnall caufe them to be feverally fworn as 9 ft ev fhall 
appear, to try all and every fuch Slave a,Id Shv^ as filaU bi 
nought before them, charged with any fuch offences as afore- 
faid, and a true verdidt give according lo evidence, as in ofoer 

ThatdVMdlveryVhe^uTOre''who'h* a " tho ™>' a f“ refiid > J«-om„re„ 
jurors at the n,w!£. I m J , ° lha11 be ^turned to ferve as under P «, a iti 
juiors at the quarter feffions, to be holden a, aforefaid are herebv 

ISH V nder ,he P?»hy of Five Pounds, to be and Ip,S 
to I d Slav£ ' court > *° t0 he formed and holden as aforefaid and 
to ferve as jurors thereon as they (hall refpeftively be called 
Provided alfo That nothing in th.I aft contained (hill hinder « 
k I,', 6ld '“ fl,ces "P° n an y foch trial where anyXe ol 

fuch e rentenc^fo COnd ''T" Cd *° dle ’ trom ref b itin S ‘he execution of 
lt.nce for any teim not exceeding thirty days, or until the 

plcafure 
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pleafure of the commander in chief II,all be known too* W 

execution. 

I And be it further enaScd by the authority aforefmd, 
'hree juft ices L* Ana n.-’ c fu^ii ronftitute a court for the 

> foim a That no lefs than t.nee juftices rr t u at fl ia U fab- 

ouit. m c rt_..p nr Qi^ves for anv crime or oitence tnat i 

Pa Sr"*™»:>> & 

„ T i And be it further enaaed by the authority aforefaid; 
tow exeeu- Li* ^ na , .l. nnnrfhment of death is inflicted, the 

ion. are per- That m a ll cafes where the punrl pariflt, and 

execution (hall be performed in a puhhc part ot U.e l ^ 
with due folemnity ; and care fl, all be taken the 

puty marfhal that the criminal is_Jjw from intox^ rf ^ ^ 

time of his trial, and fr° m p niir ,ds and the mode of fuch 

cution, under the penalty of . no other, and the 

°Tha't itw "atsXi'l 
Kly^aSIm the fame office one only fhaU fuffer 
death, except in cafes of murder or reuellion. 
slam p* •• Lit And be it further by nuthonty a me a. 

LwpunUhed. That, in . cai J y ' - , : n any trial had under this att, well 

intent, give falfe evidence n any fuffer the fame 

Slave or Slaves beuig thcieof conv cte, ^ fcch felfe 

have been liable to 

„o«« “ va - A f 

slaves dii- where any Slave or Slaves i .• k p mtitled to receive 

Saag. the deputy marfhal or worWiomfe Slaves 

are paid. a |j f uc h f ee s as fliall be due him^or tneui at 
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at the time of fuch difcharge from the public, upon application 
and due proof made in the moft folemn manner to the affembly, or 
any committee thereof, and that fuch Slave or Slaves, during the 
time they vveie in the cuflody of fuch deputy marfhal or work- 
houfe-keeper, was and were found and provided with proper and 
fufficient provifions equal to what is allowed by this law. 

« LIV. And be it further enabled by the authority aforefaid, of Hi; 
That a record fhall be entered up of all proceedings on the trials fUve trials, 
of Slaves for any crime that fhall fubjett any Slave or Slaves to 
fuffer death, -tranfportation, or confinement to hard labour for 
the term of two years, in a book kept for that purpofe by the 
clerk of the peace, or his lawful deputy, of the precindt; who is 
hereby obliged to attend all fuch trials, and to record the proceed¬ 
ings within thirty days after fuch trial, under the penalty of 
Twenty Pounds for each negledt; and he fhall be entitled to re¬ 
ceive from the churchwardens of fuch parifh the fum of two 
pounds fifteen fhillings, and no more, for attending each trial, 
entering up the record, and any other bufinefs incidental thereto : 

And further, that the deputy marfhal for the faid parifh, or fome 
proper perfon adting under him, fhall alfo be obliged to attend 
fuch trial, under the fame penalty of Twenty Pounds for each 
negledl; and that he fhall be entitled to receive from the church¬ 
wardens of fuch parifh forty fhillings for attending at the trial 
and execution of fuch offender as fhall be condemned to die, and 
no more. 

“ LV. And be it further enabled by the authority aforefaid. Five days no- 
That in all trials of any Slave or Slaves under this aft, fufficient fven"*’ l ° 
notice of fuch trial fhall be firft given to the owner, proprietor, 
or pofleffor, of fuch Slave or Slaves, his, her, or their lawful at¬ 
torney or attornies, or other reprefentative or reprefentatives; any 
law, cuftom, or ufage to the contrary notwithftanding. 

«« LV1. And be it further enafted by the authority aforefaid, sUT«««ut. 
That in all cafes where any Slave or Slaves fhall be put upon his, ported to be 
her, or their trial, and fhall receive fentence of death or tranfpor- valued * 
tation, the court, at the time of trying fuch Slave or Slaves, fhall 
alfo enquire what fum or fums of money fuch owner, proprietor, 
or employer, of the faid Slave or Slaves ought to receive for fuch 
Slave or Slaves, and certify the fame, fo that fuch fum or fums 
of money do not exceed the fum of fixty pounds for each Slave 
lcntenced as aforefaid. 

H h 


“ LVII. And 
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“ LVII. And be it further enafted by the authority aforefaid. 
That in all cafes where any Slave or Slaves (hall be brought to 
trial, and lhall be valued according to the direction of this act, 
filch Slave or Slaves fliall be paid for by the receiver general of 
this ifland, out of any monies in his hands unappropriated ; and 
the money arifing from the aftual fale of fuch Slave or Slaves as 
fliall be fo tranfported by the deputy marflial fliall be accounted 
for, on oath, to the churchwardens of the parifli where the of¬ 
fence fliall be tried, to be by them paid over to the receiver gene¬ 
ral for the ufc of the public. 

<* LVI1I. And be it further enafted by the authority aforefaid, 
That if any Negro or other Slave, who fliall be tranfported from 
this ifland, under the direction of this aft, fliall wilfully return 
from transportation, fuch Negro or other Slave fliall, upon con¬ 
viction, fuffer death without benefit of clergy. 


“ LIX. And whereas there are many inferior crimes andmilde- 
meanours committed by Slaves, which ought to be puniflied in a 
fummary manner by order of the magiftrates, be it therefore 
enafted by the authority aforefaid. That, from and after the 
pafling of this aft, it lhall and may be lawful for any two juftices 
of the° peace to hear and determine, in a fummary manner, all 
fuch crimes and mifdemeanours, giving fufficicnt notice to the 
owner or proprietor of fuch Slave or Slaves, or his or her at¬ 
torney or attornies, or the perfon having the care of fuch Slave or 
Slaves, of the time and place of trial, and to order and direft 
fuch punifliment to be inflifted on them as fuch juftices, in their 
judgment, lhall think fit, not exceeding fifty Ialhes or fix months 
confinement to hard labour; the expences of which trial lhall 
not exceed ten fhillings to the conftable, and fhall be paid by the 
mafter, owner, or employer of fuch Slave or Slaves ; and in cale 
fuch mafter, owner, or employer of fuch Slave or Slaves lhall 
refufe or negleft to pay fuch expences, it lhall and may be lawful 
for the faid juftices, or either of them, to iflue his or their war¬ 
rant, under his or their hand and feal, direfted to any conftable, 
for levying the fame on the goods and chattels of fuch mafter, 
owner, oremployer, and to fell the fame at public outcry, for the 
purpofe of paying fuch expences, together with the charges at¬ 
tending the granting and executing fuch warrant and fale of 
goods and chatties, returning the overplus, if any, to the owner 

theK0f ' - LX. And 
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“ LX. And whereas great advantages have arifen to the com- P i ovoft 171 
munity from the eftabliflnnent of workhoufes in the refpeftive ruratraysro^ 
parifhes in this llland, for the reception of runaway and other workhoufe- 
Slaves: And whereas there now are many fuch Slaves in the pof- keeper * 
Lflion of the provoft maifhal, or his lawful deputies, who might 
be employed in the workhoufes in this ifland to great advantage; 
be it theiefore enafted by the authority aforefaid. That, from and 
after the puffing of this aft, it fhall and may be lawful for the 
governors and guardians of the refpeftive workhoufes in this 
ifland, if to them it (hall feem meet, to demand and receive from 
the pi ovoft mailhal, or his lawful deputies, all or any of the run- 
away Negroes or other Slaves in his or their pofleffion, or that 
mav hereafter come into his or their cuftody or polfeflion, upon 
the laid govcrnois and guardians paying unto the provoft marfhal, 
or his lawful deputies, the full amount of the fees and other con¬ 
tingent changes attending the faid runaway Slaves during the time 
of their being committed to gaol agreeably to this or any former 
aft ; and the provoft martial and his lawful deputies fhall comply 
with fuch 1 equations, under the penalty of Fifty Pounds. 

“ LXI And be it further enafted by the authority aforefaid. Runaway* to 
That no runaway Slave fhall, on any account, be committed to to woTkhoLfc. 
gaol by any magiftrate of a paiifh where there is any workhoufe 
eftablilhed, but to fuch woikhoufe only. 

“ LXII. And whereas the permitting and fuffering Negro and Horfes, &c. 
other slaves to keep horfes, mares, mules, or geldings, is at- siav« g ,"to £ 
tended with many and great mifehiefs to the ifland in general; t:,ken up and 
in order, therefore, to remedy the fame, be it further enafted by 
the authority aforefaid, That, from and after the pafiing of this 
aft, the mailer, owner, proprietor, attorney, guardian, executor, 
adimniftiator, or other perfon, in pofleffion of every plantation 
or pen in this ifland, having on any fuch plantation or pen any 
horfe, mare, mule, or gelding, the reputed property of any Slave 
or Slaves, knowing the fame to be fuch, fhall caufe them to be 
taken up, and fhall produce them at the mod public place in the 
parilh where taken up, at fuch time as the juftices and veftry 
(hall, by advertifement in the public newfpapers, appoint for that 
purpofe, and that fuch horfes, mares, mules, and geldings, be 
then and there fold and difpofed of at public outcry ; and if any 
mafter, owner, proprietor, attorney, guardian, executor, admi- 
niftrator, or other perfon as aforelaid, fhall negleft or refuie fb 
doing, each and every of them fhall, for every negleft or refufal 
refpeftively, forfeit the lum of Thirty Pounds, to be recovered in 
a fummary manner before any two juftices of the peace for the 
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™.ini or precinct where fuch neglect or refufol (hall happen, by 
r oath of oneor more credible ten,nets or wi.ne.fa; winch pc. 
nalty fliall be to the ufe of the perfon informing. ^ h**A 

r™„y t, « LXIII. And be it further enafle^by the 

Er- i g ' 

fum of Thirty Pounds, to be recovered in manner afoiefaid. 

Oath .. a. •• LXIV. And be it further enafted by •« 

„,a^e that Th t evcrv matter, owner, proprietor, attorney, guaidian, exe 
sieves have no mat eveiy jmu . r 1 f at the refpe6Uve times of 

r roi»erty. cutoi', adminiftiator, or otner pcnu , inftire<; 

their giving in an account of thetr Slaves and flock to the juft.MS , 
and veftry .hall alfo make oath that none of the fatd borfe, 
mares, mutes, or geldings, fo given in, do belong 
other Slave i and that fuch perfon fogmngm, or , o h r ? 

employer or employers, hath not, nor have, in his, her, 01 meii 
/r cc trv Ktc her or their knowledge or belief, any hone, 

tsttsadtyggi 

o/refufe fo to do, every perfon fo neglecting or refuling (hall, 

teredi^ AefaS <*" 

before mentioned. 

Thlt L fom and 1 after fh^pSiS^T^^* ^° f N ^ a ° r ££ 

tr,Sr*SS s*. 

S£,"SfNegro or ether Slave, every foch 

E ftaii for every fuch horfe. mare, mule, or gelding fo fold 
perlon mail, i y T hirty Pounds; and every perfon 

° r hfrail nurtLfc or 1 concerned in the purchafe of, any 

Ef .h^forf^tl^Vlim^r^tJpounds Tl^^£ 

srscsSJtei 

contrary in anywife notwithftandtng. „ LXV[ Aik1 
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tt LXVI. And be it further enatfed by the authority aforefaid, 

That in future, whenever a warrant (hall be granted by one or 
m ,re of his Ma, city’s julbccs of the peace againft any Slave, it the rantfe are if- 
laid Slave cannot be immediately taken on the faid warrant, the fued * 
owner, poffefior, attorney, guardian, or overfeer> of fuch Slave 
lhall be ferved with a copy of the faid warrant j and if he, ihp, 
or they, do not carry the faid Slave before a magiftrate, to be 
dealt with according to law on the faid warrant * and if it fhall be 
aiterwards proved that the owner, pofieffor, attorney, guardian, 
or overfeer, of fuch Slave wilfully detained or concealed faid 
Slave, he* fhe, or they, fhall forfeit the fum of One hundred 
Pounds. 

«« LXVII. And whereas feveral Slaves have lately found means 
to defert from then owners, and depart from this illand, to the 
great damage of fuch owners, in evil example to other Slaves, 
who may thereby be induced to attempt or confpire to do the 
fame: And whereas there is reafon to fufpedt that fuch Slaves 
have been aided and affifted in fuch efcape and departure by other 
perfons, and there is not any adequate punilhment provided by 
law for fuch delertion and departure, or attempting or confpiring 
to defert and depart this ifland, or for perfons aiding, aflifting, or 
abetting fuch deferters: For remedy whereof, be it further enacted 
by the authority aforefaid. That, from and after the palling of 
this aft, if any Slave lhall run away from his, her, or their depart this 
oWner or owners, employer or employers, and go off, or confpire 
or attempt to go off this illand, in any lliip, boat, canoe, or other 
veffel or craft whatfoever, or be aiding, abetting, or aflifting to 
any other Slave or Slaves in fuch going off this ifland, he, Ihe, or 
they, fo running and going off, or confpiring or attempting to go 
off, or fo aiding, aflifting, or abetting in fuch going off, being 
thereof convidted, lhall fuffer death, or fuch punilhment as the 
faid court lhall think proper to direct. 

“ LXVIII. And be it further enafted by the authority afore- *£ es 
faid. That if any Indian, Free Negro, or Mulatto, lhall, from to £o off the 
and after the palling of this act, knowingly be aiding, aflifting, lfland * 
or abetting any Slave or Slaves in going off this ifland, and fliall 
be convidled thereof, either in thefupreme court, or in any of the 
allize couits of this ifland, fuch Indian, Free Negro, or Mulatto, 
lhall be forthwith tranfported off this illand by the provoft-mailhal- 
general, or his Lnvlul deputy, into whole cuftody fuch perfon or 
perfons lhall be committed; and if fuch perfon or perf ns fo con¬ 
victed, fentenced, and tranfported, lhall afterwards be found at 

I i large 
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Idrge in this ifland, he, flie, or they, being fo thereof convi&ed 
before the fupreme court of judicature, or courts of aflize in this 
ifland, fhall fuffer death without benefit of clergy. 

« LXIX. And be it further ena&ed by the authority aforefaid. 
That if any white perfon or perfons fhall knowingly be aiding, 
affifting, or abetting, any Slave or Slaves in going off this ifland, 
he, flie, or they, being conviCted thereof by bill, plaint, or in¬ 
formation, in the fupreme court of judicature, or courts of affize, 
fhall forfeit the fum of One hundred Pounds fpr each Slave; 
One moiety whereof fhall be to our Sovereign Lord the King, 
his heirs and fuccefiors, for and towards the fupport of the go¬ 
vernment of this ifland, and the contingent charges thereof, and 
the other moiety to the party or parties at fuch fuit or complaint 
fuch perfon was convicted, and fhall alfo fuffer imprilonment, at 
the difcretion of the faid court, for any fpace of time not exceed¬ 
ing twelve months, without bail or mainprife. 

« LXX. And be it further ena&ed by the authority aforefaid. 
That it fliall and may be lawful to proceed againft the perfon or 
perfons fo aiding, affifting, or abetting fuch Slave or Slaves in 
going off this ifland, whether the principal or principals be con¬ 
victed .or not; any thing in this, or any other aft, law, cuftom, 
or ufage to the contrary notwithftanding. 

« LXX I. And whereas the overfeers of effaces in this ifland 
make a frequent praCtice of leaving the leveral eftates under their 
care and management on the refpeCtive feafons allowed for Negro 
holidays, whereby many dangerous meetings and pernicious 
practices are carried on; in order therefore to prevent the like for 
the future, be it enacted by the authority aforefaid. That if any 
overfeer in this ifland fhall ablent himfelf from the eftate under his 
care and management, on any of the particular holidays heiein- 
before mentioned to be allowed to Slaves, without leave of his 
employer, every fuch overfeer lb offending fhall, for every offence, 
forfeit the fum of Five Pounds, to be recovered by information, 
upon oath, before any juftice of the peace, in a luminary way, in 
the parith where fuch offence fliall happen ; any law, cuftom, or 
ufage to the contrary notwithftanding. 

« LXXII. And be it further enacted by the authority afore¬ 
faid, 1 hat it fliall not be lawful for any juftice of the peace, 
fitting on the trial of any Slave or Slaves, or otherwife, to fentence 
or order any Slave to be mutilated or maimed for any offence 

whatfoever. T VVIII . . 

“ LXXIII. And 
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n ./‘ ^? XTlL , Anc1 be * f “ rther enafted. That if any Negro or Pungent 
other Slave, who may be fentenced to be confined in the work- on fllch as ef * 

houfe foi the term of two yen s, or a lefs time, (hall efcape from woTkSe! hc 
luch confinement before the expiration of his fentence, fuch Negro 
or other Slave being retaken, (hall, on proof of his other identity 
before two juftices of the peace, be adjudged by them to be fent 

fifty lafher ifinement ’ ^ t0 receive a dipping, not exceeding 

LXXIV. And be it further enabled by the authority aforefaid, Penalty for 
That if the provoft-marfhal, or any of his lawful deputies, or any £& * 
lawful con liable, or workhoufe-keeper, fhall willingly or ne^- ca P c * 
ligently fuffer any Slave or Slaves to efcape, who (hall be com- 
XTutted t° his or their cuftody for any offence under this ail, fo that 
luch Slave or Slaves fhall not be retaken within two years fuch 
marfhal, conftable, or workhoufe-keeper who fhall fuffer fuch 
efcape, fhall forfeit the fum of Twenty Pounds, without 

injury to the right of the owner to fue for the value of the 
lame. 

That no And be it further enafled by the authority aforefaid, si,., s 
That no Negro or other Slave fhall be allowed to hunt any cattle . h,,nt w,th 
horfes, mares, mules, or afTes, in any part of this ifland, with ’ &C * 
lances, guns, cutlafles, or other inftruments of death, unlefs in 
the company of his or their mailer, overfeer, or fome other white 
perfon by him or them deputed, or by permiflion in writing • 
and if any Negro or other Slave fhall offend, contrary to the tme 
intent and meaning of this aft, he or they being thereof convicted 

before two juftices, fhall fuffer fuch punifhment as they fhall think 
proper to infli£t. * 3 

An _ d be Jt further enadled by the authority aforefaid, <J° 

35?" 5and be , law 1 fuI for the juftices aforefaid, and 

they are hereby required to do their feveral and refpeclive duties 
undei this aft when martial law fhall happen to be in force as 
t icy might or ought to have done if martial law were not fub- 

vvithffanding 3W * Cu ^ om ’ 01 u f a K e to the contrary thereof not- 

f J Th« =IH„ A „ nd f C - fur ?5 ena£l:cd the authority afore- *c. 
laid That all jurors feivmg at Slave courts, and every perfon and P rote£led * 

perfons whofe prelence may be requifite at the examination of any 

S^ave or Slaves or U|>on the trial of any Slave or Slaves, and who 

fhall be requited to attend by warrant under the hand and feal of 

° any 
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any juftice of the peace, and all and every Slave and Slaves who 
fhall be brought as witneffes, fhall be protected 111 their perfons 
from all mefne or judicial procefs whatfoever, m their going to, 
attending at, and returning from, fuch examinations or tnal, an 
thatfuch Slaves fhall not be fubjedt to be levied on. 

(< LXXVIII. And be it further enabled by the authority afore- 
faid. That all penalties in this att mentioned, and not already 
declared how they fhall be recovered and applied, fhall, it not 
exceeding Twenty Pounds, be recovered in a fummary manner 
before any two of his Majetty's j offices of the peace by dift.e s 
and fale of the offender’s goods and chattels; and if exceeding 
Twenty Pounds, to be recovered in the fupreme court of judicature 
of this ifland, or in either of the courts of aflize, by action ot de it, 
bill plaint, or information, wherein no effoin, protection, wager 
of’law, or non unit ulterius profequi, fhall be entered ; one 
moiety of which penalties fhall be to the panfh where the off nee 
is committed, and the other moiety to the informer, or him, hei, 
or them who fhall fue for the fame. 

cc LXXVIII. And be it further enadted by the authority afore- 
faid That, from and after the pafling of this act, an act paffed m 
the year of our Lord one thoufand feven hundred and ninety- one, 
entitled, ‘ An adt to revive and continue an adt, entitled, “ An 
a aft to repeal an adt, entitled, An aB to repeal federal aBs, and 
“ claufes ofatfs, refpeBlng Slaves, and for the better order and govern- 
“ merit of Slaves, and for other purpofes i and aifo to repeal the 
“ feveral adts, and claufes of arts, which were repealed by the 
“ aft entitled as aforefaid;” « and for confolidating and bnng- 

* in 2 into one adt the feveral laws relating to Slaves, and for 
« giving them further proteaion and fecurity; for altering the 
« mode of trial of Slaves charged with capital offences; and tor 
4 other purpofes,’ fhall be repealed and made void to all inten s 
and purpofes; any thing in this, or any other adt, to the contrary 
in anywife notwithftanding: Provided neverthelefs. That all crimes 
committed by Slaves during the time the laid herein-before men¬ 
tioned adt, paffed in the year of our Lord one thoufand feven 
hundred and ninety-one, entitled, ‘ An adt to revive and continue 

* an aft, entitled, “ An adt to repeal an adt, entitled. An aBto 
« repeal feveral aBs, and claufes ofaBs, refpeBmg Javes , and for the 

“ better order and government of Skives, and for other purposes-, ancl 

** alfo to repeal the feveral adts, and claules of acts, which weie 
a repealed by the adt entitled as aforefaid‘ and for confoli- 

* dating and bringing into one adt the feveral laws re atmg^ to 
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; feThe . for 

• daufes of a a s , P „hich were repeated hvfh^ S' ‘"•T’i a£h < and 

• ftafes: ? 

in ..ie manner'diXd “y ? h “fw ? ft fUCb ^ 

as if the fame were now infullforcl -T"? “«*> and 

fi.d two recited aSs only fhall be corifiderrf°i ffiil L P fo?ctf' *? 

That thhfafi, tnd every^claufe 'mSf? by *?' a “ thorit y aforefaid, co«i„ n , 
tained, (hall continent U \ * 

unnl the thirty-firft day of Decembet ^lS ttll^e" 2 

Of our Lord one thoufand eight hundred, and no longeT. ** year 


Passed the Council, 
“V® J°*h Da y °f March 1792. 
JAMLS JONES, CL Cov 


this loth Day^fMl^h! ,02 f ^ SS ^ E L THE l ASSEMBLY, 
ADAM WJLUAMS&^U^uSHTpSsX. 


VERA COPIA EXT UR - 
James Jones, Secy.” 

Then the Witnefs was a/ked. 

Are you a native of Great Britain ? 


How long did you refide in the ifland of Jamaica ? 
the year th «* f 

year .77a, when I made a voyage to Engfand. * " the 

rmLlZ Jamaica f PUWic du ™S ** of your 
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In r 774 and 177c I executed the office of receiver-general; 
and' from the year 1784 till I left the ifiand in 179I executed the 
office of fccretary of the ifiand. 

Before the time that you filled thefe offices were you particularly 
converfant in the bufinefs, care, and management of plantations. 

I was joined with other gentlemen in the care of plantations all 
the time that 1 was in the ifiand, and excepting the times I was 
in town executing thofe offices, my bufinefs was taking cate of 
and managing eftates. 

Had you any confiderable number of Negroes under yout caie 

in the fituations you have mentioned ? 

I think the greateft number that ever I had under my care at 
onetime, was about 3000 upon half a dozen eftates, always joined 
with other gentlemen. 

Have you any eftate of your own now in the ifiand of Jamaica? 
None. 

In what part of the ifiand were the eftates, of which you have 
ftated vourielf to have had the chaige, fituate ? ■ . « 

They were in different parts of the ifiand, but moftly in 
County of Cornwall, the leewardmoft ^&rt of the ifland ; 

Did the care of Negroes form a principal objeft of the manage¬ 
ment of the eftates you had in chaige? . • n. t t _i. e 

It certainly did. I always confidered it as tne fiift object to ta 

care of the Negroes. 

Were they treated with great humanity and tendernefs upon the 
plantations with which you was immediately convetlant. 

They certainly were. 

Had you opportunities of knowing if they had been treated 

C ^muft, becaufe I vifited them frequently with that view. I 
lived upon fome of them. 

Do you know of any provificr.s by law, prior to the paffing \ 
the Acl of Aflembly which you have given in, which had .01 
obieft the prOte&ion and fecurity of the Negroes . 

I do not recolLcl paiticularly, becaufe. I believe, the^pu p 
of this law is eonfohdating the great variety of a6b of Paihament 
into one, to make it more intelligible; there is no uoubt theie a 
new provifion.s in this atf that probably do not exift in any of th 
former ones ; I cannot exactly point them out, not having la y 
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read all the old a£ts of Aflembly for that purpose. I have read 
over fome of the late acls, but I fee little or nothing enacted in 
them but what was the univerfal practice before making it law, if 
it was not law before. 

Did the fituation of Negroes in Jamaica appear to you in gene¬ 
ral to be comfortable? 

I think in general, when they were well-difpofed, they were al¬ 
ways comfortable j it was their own fault when they were 
not fo. 

Have they feparate allotments of land made to them for their 
maintenance and provilion ? 

They always have; only on many eftates there is fuch a quan- 
tity of wade land, that they take any quantity they pleafe, and 
therefore there is no occafion to allot them a particular fpot, equal 
to what the law gives them. 

Is there any adequate allowance made upon molt of the eftates 
with which you are acquainted ? 

Upon all the eftates that I am acquainted with there is always 
enough. 

What time is allowed the Negroes for the cultivation of thole 
lands which they hold thus leparately ? 

, In general there is one day in a fortnight, exclufive of Sundays, 
except in crop time j but to make up for that, cn moft eftates that 
I know, there are a few days at the beginning of the crop given to 
Negroes to put them in order, and a few days at the end to make 
lip for their not having any allowance during crop. 

In what manner are new Negroes, upon their arrival in this 
ifland, treated ? 

They aie treated with a great deal of care, almoft like children, 
till they become acquainted with the country, and get ground and 
houfes of their own. A Negro is not confidered to be ieafoned to 
the country, and to.do the work of an able Negro, till he has been 
perhaps three or four years in the country. 

How are they taught to do the work they are required to per¬ 
form ? 

They are taught by Negroes } by feeing the other Negroes work 
they naturally are difpofed to join them more than the mafter 
ordeis them. 

Are they not put under the care of the head Negroes, and gra¬ 
dually habituated to the bulinefs they are required to perform ? 

They 
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They generally are fo, efpecially if they have their countrymen 
upon the eftate, that can fpeak their own language ; but it is the 
bufinefs of the overfeer to pay particular attention to them. 

A 

Are the Negroes permitted to enjoy, for their own benefit, the 
produce of the eftates allowed to them in feveralty ? 

Certainly; every thing that is produced by their own labour, on 
their own grounds, is their own property, and they fell a great 
number of provifions, and fmall flock. 

Is that to any confiderable amount in point of value ? 

I fancy, often to a very great amount. I recoiled: once pur- 
chafing from one Negro, for new Negroes that were upon the 
eftate, provifions to the amount of upwards of 20 1.; and I fuppofe 
he fold a great deal more at the Negro market. 

Where do they difpofe of thofe provifions ? 

At the town and Clipping places; and it is very common, when 
the eftate is at a diftance from any market, to lend them mules to 
carry their provifions to market, out of crop time, when the 
mules are of no ufe. 

Do you know of any inftance of any complaint being preferred 
by a Negro of a violation of this property of theirs, railed from 
the produce of their leparate lands ? 

I never heard of fuch complaint, except as between one Negro 
and another. 

Cut as againft their mafter f 

No, never. 

Are they permitted to raife and keep every fpecies of animal 
except horfes ? 

Yes, upon mofl eftates ; fome eftates may not have paflure. 

Do you know why they are precluded from keeping and breed¬ 
ing of horfes ? 

To prevent them travelling at night to any great diftance. 

Is that a regulation of late date ? 

Of late date;—1 believe within thefe eight or ten years. 

In refped to the Negro population, are the births equal to the 
deaths ? 

No, certainly not j—at leaft not in general; there are ex¬ 
ceptions. 

To what caufes do you attribute the difference ? 
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A great variety of caufesj—the inequality of the number of 
the feres, their debauched lives ; but above all, a numberofdif 
eafes that are peculiar to the Negro. D * d l 

Ifhoulri (ho a 'r r f Se dCCre , afc arifln S from thefe caufes? 

there^ri'lnX^on *** 

Are many Negroes loft by hurricanes ? 
both I ti "T a , number loft in the hurricanes in .780 and ,781 
eM^tthe hurrii„ S e reat many ““ di£d in *the 

What were thofe effeds ? 
to Jheta.t^ 

ed^ullhfndcd'r eteCS ” Jamaica Wi,h which y° u are acquaint- 

Is the ifland of Jamaica cultivated to the extent to •«. , 

tivaticn is capable of being carried hv the fw?* hlch . tS cu, “ 
Negroes? * S amea by the farther importation of 

Not by a great deal. 

What proportion does the patented land not brought . i 
tivation bear to the land in adual cultivation ? S mt ° Cul ’ 

I really cannot fay that ever I heard that ftated • but i v 

iZ no f “ «Tf 

brought into a high ftate of cultivation " cuItlvated » » not yet 

poft^comXg z p :xZoi ?/z s zz:f [ or th ? -- 

in a ftate of partial cultivation > ' vh,ch 18 alrea ‘>y 

Certainly. 

0f“„gi land n0t a,read ^ cu hrvation capable, generafty, 

vilions, and other fmall fettl'ements of that kStdl’'”’’ pr °* 

^ ^ Have 
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Have you made any experiments with the plow in Jamaica ? 

It has been nfed upon moft eftates that I was concerned tor; 
it is pretty generally ufed where it can be ufed ; but there are a vail 
number of fituations where you cannot ufe the plow. 

Do you conceive that the plow is ufed to the extent to which 
it can be conveniently ufed in the ifland of Jamaica ? . . 

I think it is very nearly fb; I am not lure whether it is 

quite fo. 

What particular part of the labour of cultivation is faved to the 

Negro by the ufe of the plow ? . . c . 

I think it makes the labour much eafier to them, by loofemm, 
the around, but I do not think it diminifhes the number of Ne¬ 
groes necefiary for carrying on that.eftate, becaufe the greatelt 
number of Negroes are wanted in crop-time. There is another 
thin^ • to ufe the plow requires a great number of cattle, of bteers 
for that purpofe folely: of courfe it is neceifary to have paftures for 
ihofe additional quantities of flock; and the fencing and keeping 
thefe paftures clean requires as much Negro labour, I mould 
think, as what is faved by the ufe of the plow; but it certainly 
makes the work much lighter for theNegroes where it can be ufed. 

You are underflood therefore to fay, that the more general in- 
troduaion of the plow would diminilh the feventy of Negro 
labour, but would by no means dirninifh the necefiary number 
of Negroes to be employed upon an eflate at certain feafons of 
the year, and particulaily in crop-time ? 

That is my opinion. 

Is it not the effefl of the plow to exhaufl and impoverifh, in a 
courfe of time, the land where it is ufed ? , - - _ 

I believe it doss, by expofmg the foil to the fun; but it lS 
moflly ufed upon eftates where they ufe a great deal of manure. 

What number of hours in the day are the Negroes ufually re- 

ejuired to work? . , 

It is a little different at different times in the year ; there is 

about two hours difference, I think, in the length of the days 
between the longeft and the fhorteft day; but 1 ftiould fuppofe 
about ten hours, except in crop-time. 

Do the Negroes complain of the encreafed quantity of labour in 
the crop-time, or have they any indulgences at that time which 
compensate the encreafed quantity of their labour? 

They arc always healthieft in crop-time, and they have as much 
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cane liquor, and canes themfelves, as they chufe to confume 
They appear to be the healthieft at that time. 

Is particular attention paid to the health of the Negroes ? 
a j OL Fe * s tb e gfeateft attention upon every eftate that I know 
A doftor attends every eftate; and there are medicines gene- 

fumilhes Vlded ^ thC tflate ’ ° ver and above what the doftor 

Is particular attention paid to women during their preg¬ 
nancy ? ° “ ° 

As foon as it is known that they are with child they never work 
hard they are put to eafy work with the children; commonly 

health ”° ^ What 1S fu PP ofed to b -«eceffary for their 

Are they ever punilhed during that time ? 

I never knew of an inftance. 

You have ftated the attention that is paid to women during 

the piSST eqUaI attenti ° n paid ‘° a " fick P erfons U P°" 

They are always fent to the hot houfe or hofpital when they 
are fick, and the doftor generally has ftated times for vifiting then/ 

probably twice or three times a week; in particular cafes he is fern 
lor inltantly. 

Is the diet flowed them proper for perfons in their fituation > 
They have flour, and in raoft hot houfes they have wine and 
every thing that the doftor orders; rice, fugar, and every thing 
t lat is prescribed ; and in particular disorders, convalefcents are 
red from the kitchen with nourilhing diet. 

heakhf kInd ° f diCt arC they UfU3lly all ° Wed in times of 

The different produftions of the country that come on at dif¬ 
ferent feafons; there is a vaft variety of them. The mafter gives 
them herrings, and at other times falt-filh;—at Chriftmas they 
generally get an ox killed for them upon moft eftates. 

Have they rum or fugar ever allowed them ? 

They have always rum and fugar allowed them in holing time, 
particularly if they happen to get wet; and when they are hard 
worked it is ferved out to them. 

What attention is paid to the aged and infirm Negroes who are 
incapable of work ? 

They 












They have the fame allowances as the working Negroes, with¬ 
out any exception, the lame quantity of cloaths, and every 
thing. 

Then you are underftood to fay, that they are treated in all re- 
Jpe£ls the fame as the working Negroes ? 

Yes; exaftly fo. • 

Do you ever remember, in all the time you refided iu Jamaica, 
a Angle inftance where a Negro became, from age or licknefs, 
incapable of work, who has been difearded and negle£ted to be pro¬ 
vided for by his mailer ? 

I never knew an inftance;—I never heard of an inftance. 

Do you conceive that the new fettled eftates in Jamaica can be 
carried on without annual importations of frefh Negroes ? 

I do not think they can.—In the firft place, I do not fuppofe 
one eftate in twenty has the number, at prefent, which they think 
neceflary; they are weak handed at prefent j befides that, they could 
not even keep up their prefent number without an importation. 

Are you of opinion that the cultivation of the ifland of Jamaica 
could poflibly be carried on by European labour, or by the labour 
of White people ? 

Certainly it is not poffible; a White man cannot ftand the 
fun there. 

What do you conceive would be the effect of the abolition of 
the Slave Trade upon the Negroes at prefent in Jamaica f 

I believe they would be very much difpirited when they faw they 
were to get no afliftance, if at the fame time they faw that the 
eftate was deficient in ftrength, and that it would be a temptation 
that it would be very difficult to refill, to the mailers to over¬ 
work them, to preferve themfelves from ruin. 

You are underftood therefore, that the Hock of Slaves upon 
the plantation would be conliderably difpirited if they underftood 
they were to receive no additional afliftance to cany on the work of 
the plantation ? 

They certainly would. It is a very common thing upon eftates 
for the Negroes to apply to their mailers to purchafe more Slaves; 
particularly when there Is a great inequality among the fexes, the 
men want their mailers to purchafe wives for them. 

The witnefs was directed to withdraw. 


6 




































* 




* * 


-jJi •» 


it 






* 










' O 










i ")*-• 

4 V > 








. 

* 

... . v- ■ , 










I 




; :>;•••* 


• * • • . ■ . 

“I • . i 

/ • • ■ . * 






*, - , * 




. 




























